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I Lesson One I

PROOF OF THE SCRIPTURES

1.« From what source do we get the scriptures, and by whom are they

given ? | 0
o« “All scripture is _given by tm‘[nmtwn of God” o : |
II Tim. 3:16. 3 2 [
s TR " 3 ‘
- Of what value are the scripitures, and fpr what are they profitable to . !
us ? -
CAl scripture iS........ profitable, for ~ doctrine, for reproof, for

correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may
be perfect, throughly ;umuhed unto all good works.”

Y
II Tim. 3:16, 17 . o = rot

- oF N e -~
. What are we admonished to do, ‘that we may understand the Word ®
3

correctly, and finally receive divine approval?

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workmamtgat needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dzmtggg the word of truth.” g 4
II Tim. 2:15

. e e ——— pro—— ] 4

By studying and receiving a Imowletfge the sacred word, w[x\at will !
it aquire for us in the end ? § ]

8~ “And that from a child thou hast, mwn the holy scriptures, which 3 {
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in :
Christ Jesus.”

II Tim. 3:15 °

i —

5. Why is a personal knowledge of the scriptures of vital importance to
to every person? Without a personal knowledge of the scriptures, how
might we be deceived ? o | S
“Beloved, beljeve not every spirit, but try the spirils whether they are

o of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.”

y, I John 4:1 o

~ “And no marvel ; for Satan himself is !ramformed into an angel of

hgb& herefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed |
rai th ,ztum:t,en of righteousness.”

'II Cor. 11: 14 15 i

In whal way does He warn His people to be on guard ? i
- efore take unto you the whole armour of “God, that ye smay be
\ Net; withstand in the evil day ....... kavmg your Aoins girt about
\ with truth, and having on the breastplate o[ n teoumm And your
-~ feet :kod with the preparation of the gospel of pi
5 Epla. 6:13 — 15
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We notice that wien Satan was tempting Christ for forty days and
nights (Luke 4:1-12), that Christ always answered him by quoting
a text of scripture. What does the Holy Spirit instruct us to do, when
we are likewise tempted?

“Be ready always to give an answer o every man that asketh you a reason
of the hope thai is in you with meekness and fear™

I Peter 3:15

“Prove all things ; hold fast that which is good.”

I These. 5:21

Why did Paul declare the people of Berea to be more noble than those
.

living at Thessalonica ? s

“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received

the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily,

whether those things were s0.”

Acts 17:11

From what source did the prophecies of the Bible come to us?

“For the prophecy came mnot in old time by the will of man: but holy
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

II Peter 1:21

THE CREATION
CR.EATI@W AND THE CREATOR

— “He beheld that it was very good.”
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Jer. 10:11

By whom and when were both the heavens and the earth made?
“In the beginning, God created tﬁer fven and the earth”
Gen. 1:1 ¢

For what purpose did he make the heavens and the earth ?

“For thus saith the Lord that created the heavens; God himself that fmmed
the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vam, he
formed it to be inhabited.”

Isa. 45:18

What do the Scriptures state that the heavens declare ?
“The heavens declare the glory of God ; and the firmament sheweth his
handiwork.”

Psalms 19:1

To whom is worship and adoration at all times due? “O come, let us
worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our maker.”

Psalms 95:6

What will become of the graven images and false gods of the. heathen ?
“Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that have not made the heavens
and the earth, even they shall perish from the earth, and from under
these heavens.”
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5. How does God contrast his own power with that of false gods, and in
 what way does he inform us to distinguish between them ?
“Let them bring forth, and shew us what shall happen: Let them shew
the former things, what they be, that we may consider them, and know
the latter end of them ; or declare us things for to come. Shew the
things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods.
Isa. 41:22, 23

(No man can do this, but the Creator does. The divinity of the Bible is
established on this foundation, as will be shown later.)

16. Who created man, and in whose likeness is he ?
«“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created
he him; male and female created he them.”
Gen. 1:27

27. The character and power of man is just a litile inferior to what great
class of God’s creatures?
“WWhat is man, that thou art mindful of him? And the son of man, that
thou visitest him? For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels
and hast crowned him with glory and honor.”
Psa. 8:4, 5

18. What home did God first give man after his creation ?
“And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he
-  put ‘the:?n‘apﬂwhoﬂl«--'he_llﬁd formed.”
i Gen. 2:8

e ™
19. What did the Lord provide for foo'% his man and what did he give
him to do?

“And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is
pleasant to the sight, and good for food .... And the Lord God took
the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.”
Gen. 2:9, 15

20. What great lesson may we learn through the things that are made ?
“For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his
eternal power and Godhead ; so that they are without excuse.”

Rom. 1:20

In view of the curse upon this earth by reason of disobedience and sin,
what hath our Creator promised ?
“For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth and the former
shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.”
Isa. 65:17
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Lesson Two

WALKING IN THE LIGHT

Is it important for one to walk in the light of the Word as it is revealed
to them?

“Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a litile while is the light with you. Walk
while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh
in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth”

John 12:35

NOTE: The foregoing stalement was made by Christ while he was
here on the earth. He told his disciples to walk in the light while
it was here with them. So today each one has the same life
revealed to them through the Bible. <

What statement did Christ make regarding His life ?

“Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, 1 am the light of the world:
he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light
of life.”

John 8:12

Did Christ have reference to his life here on the earth ?

“As long as I am in the world, 1 ar light of the world.”
John 9:5

What expression does Paul make concerning the life of Christ ?

“For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death

of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life”
Romans 5:10°

In what condition must one be, in order to receive the benefits of the
blood of Christ?

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from
all sin.”

I John 1:7

What is said of the path of the just ?

“But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and
more unto the perfect day.”

Proverbs 4:18

For what reason are men condemned who do not come to the light?
«And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil®

John 3:19
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8. If one is really sincere, and seeking truth, what will ke do?
“But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made
manifest, that they are wrought in God.”
John 3:21

9. In rejecting light is there danger of being made to believe error ?
“And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should
believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth,
but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”
I Thessalonians 2:11, 12

10. The Bible is said to be what?
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”
Psalm 119:105

See also Proverbs 6:23

11. Since the Bible is a lamp to our feet, what important thing does it give ?
“The entrance of thy words giveth light ; it giveth understanding unto
the simple.”

Psalm 119:130

12. After one sees, and obeys Bible light, may he then be rejected because
of unbelief ?
“I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this,
 — how-that=thesdzord,-having -saved- the people out of the land of Egypt,
afterward destroyed them that believed not.”
Jude 5

See also Ezekiel 18:24 ‘

13. For whom are these things written ?
“Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they
are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are
come.”
I Corinthians 10:11

14. Upon what conditions only may we be made partakers of His promises ?
“For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our
confidence stedfast unto the end”

Hebrew 3:14

Lesson Two — Page 2
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HOW TO LEARN AND KNOW THE TRUTH

1. For what does Hosea say some will be destroyed ?
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge”
Hosea 4:6

2. What words of instruction are given by Isaiah?
“Seek ye out of the book of the Lord and read: no one shall fail”
Lsaiah 34:16

o

Through what source did Christ say one could learn of Him ?

“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they
are they which testify of me.”

Jokn 5:39

4. Why could they learn of Christ by searching the scriptures ?
“For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me; for he wrote
of me” '
John 5:46

5. What does Paul tell us to do ?
“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
II Timothy 2:15

6. Will all the evidence on any one subject be found in one place ?
== B “For-preceptvmust-be upon precept, precepl upon precept; line upon line,
line upon line; here a little, and there a little.”
Isaich 28:10 (See also verse 15.) ’

7. By whose authority were the scriptures given ?
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God.”
IT Timothy 3:16

8. For what is it profitable ?
“And is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness.”
IT Timothy 3:16

9. Why are they profitable for the foregoing ?
“That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works.”
IT Timothy 3:17

10. What knowledge will one gain from a study of the scriptures ?
“And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are
able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus.”
II Timothy 3:15

11. How does Christ say one can be made free ? “
“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
John 8:32

Lesson Two — Page 3
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12.

13,

14.

15,

16.

17.

What is dsclared to be truth ? .
“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”
John 17:17

What are God’s ministers to preach ?

“Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”

II Timothy 4:2

What of those who teach otherwise ?

“But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto
you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.”
Galatians 1:8

For what were the Bereans commended ?
“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received
the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily,
whether those things were so.”
Acts 17:11

In studying the scriptures whose guidance are we to seek ?
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God.”
James 1:5

For what frurpose were these things written ?

For ~whatsoever things were wrilten aforetime were written for our

learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might
have hope.” ’
Romans 15:4
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iLessonThreel

| SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

F 1. What did Christ command the people of his day concerning the Scriptures?
| 2 “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they
are they which testify of me.”

John 5:39

E NOTE: When this was spoken, not a word of the New Testament had
A : been written. It was to the Old Testament that the Jews looked
as their guide to eternal life; and although they would not accept
Christ, he said that these very books which they esteemed so
highly, testified of HIM. If the Old Testament points to Christ,
| it is worthy of our careful study.

9. How early have we any record that the gospel was preached ?
“And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through
\ faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all
= nations be blessed.” X {
Galatians 3:8 e

3. Was it the Gospel of Christ that was preached unto Abraham ?
! . “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was 1
B olad”
= John 8:56
4. At what other time is it said that the gospel was taught in the Old Testa-
ment dispensation ?
“For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word
preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that
heard it.”
Hebrew 4:2
NOTE: The persons referred to here by the word “them” are the Israelites
when on their journey from Egypl to the promised land, as will
be seen by the scripture connection.
Paul says the Gospel was preached unto us as well as unto them,
’ putting “them” ahead and letting “us” have the Gospel afterward.
| of Christ to give up the things of the world.
l 5. Why did Moses give up the riches of Egypt? :
“Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than (treasures in ‘
Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.” ¥
Hebrews 11:26

NOTE: People in that age, even as now, were influenced by the riches
| of Christ to give up the things of the world.

Lesson Three — Page 1




/
6. From whence came the spiritual meat and drink of the Israelites while in 3
the wilderness ?
“And were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; And did all
eat the same spiritual meat; And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for
they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock
was Christ.”
I Corinthians 10:2 — 4

7. What was the chief corner stone of the faith of both apostles and prophets?
“And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ himself being the chief corner stone.”

Ephesians 2:20

8. What part of the scriptures did Philip hear a certain eunuch reading ?
“And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him- read the prophet Esaias,
and said, Understandest thou what thou readest ?”

Acts 8:30

9. When asked if he understood what he was reading, what reply did the

- eunuch make?
“And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me ? And he

desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him.”
Acts 8:31

0. What did Philip then do?
“Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and

preached unto him Jesus.”
Acts 8:35

- 11. What are the Scriptures able to do?
‘ “____thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee

wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”
II Timothy 3:15 ‘

12.  What was said of the Bereans because they searched the scriptures daily ?
“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received
the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily,
whether those things were s0.”

Acts 17:11

" 13. How is man to live ?
i Man shall mnot live by bread alone, but by every word that pro-

ceedeth out of the mouth of God.”
Matthew 4:4

14. How greatly has God magnified his word ? R
“I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy :
lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above
all thy name.”
Psalm 138:2

Lesson Three — Page 2
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' Lesson Four

DANGER IN REJECTING LIGHT

L. How does God regard sins of ignorance ?
“And the times of this ignorance god winked at; but now com-
mandeth all men everywhere to repent.
Acts 17:30

2. To whom is sin imputed ?
“Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him
it 15 sin”
James 4:17

3. In what words did Christ teach the same truth ?
Jesus said unto them, “If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but
now ye say, we see; therefore your sin remaineth.”’
~ John 9:41 :
“If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin:

but now they have no cloak® for their sin’ (*see Margin—excuse).
" John 15722

“And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil”
John 3:19 :

In view of this, what instruction does He give ?

S Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come ufpon you:
for he that walkedth in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth.
While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children
of light..... ¥

John 12:35, 36

Who courts the light ?

CANAR everyone that doeth evil hateth the light . .. but he that doeth
. truth, cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that
. they are wrought in God”
John 3:20,21

What happens to all who do not want or do not love the truth ?
= because they receive not the love of the truth that they might
- be saved. For this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that

they should believe a lie, that they may all be condemned who believe
- mot the truth, but have pleasure in unrighteousness.”

AT Thessalonians 2:10, 11
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| Lesson Five l

NOT HEARERS, BUT DOERS

Why was the promise made to Abraham that he, and his seed should inherit
the earth?

“Because that Abraham obeyed my wvoice, and kept my charge, my command-
ments, my statutes, and my laws.”

Gen. 26:5.

With whom will the Lord keep covenant, and shew mercy?

“Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which
keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his command-
ments to a thousand generations.”

Deut. 7:9.

Upon whom does Christ pronounce a blessing?

“But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and
keep it.”

Luke 11:28.

Will all those, saying, Lord, Lord, be saved in the end?
“Not everyone that sayeth unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom

of Heaven.”
Matt. 7:21.

Then who will be allowed to enter?
“But he that doeth the will of my Father which is in Heaven.”
Matt. 7:21,

What plea will many have in that great day?

“Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works?”

Mait. 7:22.

What answer will they receive?
“And then will 1 profess unto them, 1 never knew you: depart from me, ye
that work iniquity.”

To whom are the obedient likened?
“Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will
&ken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock.”

- Mart. 7:24.

Lesson Five — Fage 1
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9. To whom are those likened, which hear, but fail to obey?
“And everyone that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not,

shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand.”
Matt. 7:26.

A

10. Who does Paul say shall be justified?
“For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law
shall be justified.”
Rom. 2:13.

11. And what does James say about the same thing?
“For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is h
guilty of all.” o
James 2:10.

12. Of what law is James speaking?
He says in the next verse, “For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said
also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art
become a transgressor of the law.”
James 2:11.

13. Who was the author of the words that said, “Do not commit adultery,” and
also, “Do not kill”?
These words the Lord spake, ————— and he added no more. And he
wrote them in two tables of stone.”
Deut. 5:22.

NOTE: By reading Ex. ch. 20, and Deut. ch. 5. we find the contents of the

two tables of stone. Ten precepts in all, and these are what James

b had reference to when he said, “For whosoever shall keep the whole
law, and yet offend in one point is guilty of all.”

<. In what way does James say one should show their faith?
“Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works; shew me thy faith |
without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.” ‘
James 2:18.

E 5. And what of faith if it have not works? f
“But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?”

James 2:20.

By what was Abraham justified?
 “Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac :
#is son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by f
 works was faith made perfect? ........... Ye see then how that by works
& man is justified and not by faith only.”
}ane: 2:21-24.

.
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17.

18.

19.

7

In what condition must one be in order to eat the good of the land?
“If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land.”
Isa. 1:19.

In what way must we show our love for Christ?
“If ye love me, keep my commandments.”
John 14:15.

What will we do if we love Christ? s

“Tesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words:
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode
with him.”

John 14:23.

Did Christ speak his own, or his Father’s words?

“He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: And the word which ye hear
is not mine, but the Father's which sent me.”

John 14:24.

In what way may we abide in Christ’s love?

“If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have
kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.”

John 15:10,

Did Christ speak his own commandments?

“For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me
a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.”

John 12:49.

Should the Gentiles be obedient to the word of God?

“For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not
wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed.”

Romans 15:18.

Who will have the privilege of entering the Holy City?

“Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the
tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.”

Rev. 22:14.

By what name are those called who keep God’s commandments?

“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments
of God, and the faith of Jesus.”

Rey. 14:12.
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Lesson Six |

THE FIVE KINGDOMS

In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar by what peculiar circum-
stance was he surrounded?

“And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar
dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from
him.”

Dan. 2:1.

Was he anxious to know the dream and ils meaning?
“And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was
troubled to know the dream.”

Dan. 2:3.

What man was used by God to make this dream known to the king?

“Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel
blessed the God of heaven.”

Dan. 2:19.

Why was this dream revealed to the prophet Daniel? :

“But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have
more than any living, but for their sakes that shall make known the inter-
pretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart.”
Dan. 2:30.

What message did Daniel bring to the king concerning his dream?

“Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose
brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible.”
Dan. 2:31.

Of what was this image composed?

“This image’s head was of [ine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his
belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of
clay.”

Dan. 2:32-33.

What did Daniel see smiting this image upon the feet?

“Thou sawest (ill that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the
image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces.”
Dan. 2:34.

What happened to this image when the stone smote it upon the feet?

““Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to

pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloor; and
the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone
that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.”
Dan. 2:35.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15,

Of what empire was Nebuchadnezzar king?

“Behold I will send and take all the families of the north, saith the Lord, and
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon.”

Jer. 25:9.

Concerning the head of gold what did Daniel say to the king?

“Thou O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a
kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of
men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath_he given
unto thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head
of gold”

Dan. 2:37,38.

NOTE: The Babylonian empire the richest and shortest in duration began

602 B.C. and ended B.C. 538.

Was there to be a second universal empire represented by the “Breast and arms
of silver?”

“And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee.”

Dan. 2:39.

According to the Bible what would be the second universal rule?

“Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, which shall not regard silver;
and as for gold, they shall not delight in it. And Babylon the glory of kingdoms,
the beauty of the Chaldees’ excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom
and Gomorrah.”

Isaiah 13:17,19,

“Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.”

Dan. 5:28. y

NOTE: According to history, the Medo-Persian empire was the one that
followed the Babylonion kingdom and began in the year 538 B.C. and ended
B.C. 331. ,

What does the brass in this image represent?

“And another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth.”
Dan. 2:39.

According to the Bible what empire would be the third to rule the world?
“The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and
Persia. And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is
between his eyes is the first king”

Dan. 8:20,21.

NOTE: History tells us that the Grecian empire under Alexander The Great
was the third one to rule the world and came upon the stage of.
action B.C. 331. It lasted only about twelve years, when it was
divided into four divisions and the last of these passed away in the
year 168 B.C.

What is said of the fourth kingdom, or division of this great image?

“And the fourth kingdom shall be sirong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh
in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it
break in pieces and bruise”

Dan. 2:40.
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NOTE: The Roman Empire was the fourth universal empire to rule the
world. This was the empire that was ruling the world while Christ
was on the earth, and he was tried before the Roman courts. The
Roman Empire was much stronger and lasted much longer than
any of the preceding ones, acquiring universal rule by the year
B.C. 46 although it was founded at a much earlier date. About the
year 395 A.D. it was divided into its eastern and western divisions
to represent the two limbs of the great metallic image, and somé
years later it was divided into divisions to represent the ten toes
on the feet of this image. We can see how history responds to the
call of divine prophecy, and that the world has come down in the
image of a man for whose purpose it was created.

What conditions would be in the world after this fourth empire had reached
its divided state?

~ “And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom

shall be partly strong and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest iron mixed
with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they
<hall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.”

Dan. 2:4243.

NOTE: One can easily see the conditions as they are at the present time,

that the nations are separate and broken apart. These people have

been engaged in the worst war of the world’s history, which is in

harmony with this Prophecy, and we can expect upheavals at

different times during the remaining years of this present dispen- -
sation.

In the days of the divided state of the Roman Empire what great change will
take place?

“And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom,
which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other.
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms and it shall
stand forever.” ‘

Dan. 2:44.

L Under this fifth universal rule, or kingdom of Christ, what conditions will

exist?

“And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning=
hooks: mation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn

* war any more.”

Isaiah 2:4.

During this time who will be king over all the earth

< And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day there shall be one
Lord and his name one.”

Zech. 14:9.
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Lesson Seven i
RETURN OF THE JEWS -

1. After the Jewish people had been scattered among the nations, what divine

prophecy was given concerning them? -
“And their seed shall be known among the Gentiles, and their offspring among "
the people all that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed f
which the Lord hath blessed.” |
: Isaiah 61:9. i
9. What is said of the regathering of this people?
Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in
mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again
unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely.”
' Jeremiah 32:37.
“And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I will take the children !
of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them ;
on every side, and bring them into their own land: And I will make them one
nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king
to them all: and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be divided
into two kingdoms any more at all.”
Ezekiel 37:21,22.
‘8. According to Joel, would the Jewish people be brought into their own land
. again? ‘
“For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring again the !
captivity of Judah and Jerusalem.” ‘
Joel 3:1.
r 4. What did Jeremiah say concerning the above subject? t
“For, lo, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will bring again the captivity i
of my people Israel and Judah, saith the Lord: and I will cause them to return i
to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it.” '.

Jeremiah 30:3.

5. What reason is given for the regathering of this people?
“Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord God; I do not
this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name’s sake, which |
ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went.”
Ezekiel 36:22.

As this people are being gathered to their own country, what will be their
attitude toward God and his Son?

“Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the
coasts of the earth, and with them the blind and the lame, the woman with
child and her that travaileth with child together: a great campany shallly

Lesson Seven — Page 1

| —




return thither. They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I
lead them: T will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way,
wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is
my first born.”’

Jeremiah 31:8,9.

- g

-

For whom will they be mourning? . g
“And 1 will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inkabitants of
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon
me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth

for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness .
for his first born.” }
Zechariah 12:10. !
After this people have been gathered to their own land, will they be allowed i
to dwell safely?
“In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely.”
Jeremiah 23:6.
“And I will cause them to dwell safely.”
Jeremiah 32:37.
S How about their building the old waste places?
“And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former desola-
tions, and they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of many genera-
tions.”
Isaiah 61:4.
“And I will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall
build the waste cities, and inhabit them.”
Amos 9:14.
10. Will they have any assistance in this great work?
“And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings shall |
minister unto thee: for in my wrath I smote thee, but in my favour have I'
had mercy on thee”
Isaiah 60:10.
}
8L When Christ comes to take charge of his kingdom, what will many of the
/ Jewish people say? |
“Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” s

Matthew 23:39. '

2. Together with the Jewish people, what will many say at the appearing of
Christ?

“And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him,
| and he will save us: this is the Lord; we have waited for him, we will be glad
A -and rejoice in his salvation.”

: I_Jaiah 25:9.

L In what condition will the nations be at the second coming of Christ?

* “And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead,
‘that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy
servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small
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and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.”
Rep. 11:18.

3% At this time when the nations are angry, what thought will they have?
“Thus saith the Lord God; It shall also come to pass, that at the same time
shall things come into thy mind, and thou shalt think an evil thought.”
Ezekiel 38:10.

With this evil thought in their minds, what will they purpose to do?

“And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; I will go
to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls,
and having neither bars nor gates.”

Ezekiel 38:11.

For what purpose will they go up to the land of unwalled villages?

“T'o take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon the desolate
places that are now inhabited, and upon the people that are gathered out of
the nations, which have gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the midst of
the land.”

Ezekiel 38:12.

What will Jerusalem become to these nations?

0 “And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people:
oll that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of
the carth be gathered together against it.”

Zech. 12:3.

NOTE: By the above scriptures we are able to see why the Jewish people
will say, “Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” This
will be a great time of trouble. The nations will be gathered against
the Jews and Jerusalem, for the purpose of taking them, and it will
be then that the Jewish people which have accepted Christ will
rejoice to see him come. They will understand that his coming will
be their only hope for safety, and the only chance for them to
survive this, the greatest of all troubles.

3. How many nations will be included in this siege against Jerusalem? Y
“For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall

be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city

shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall be cut off

from the city.”

Zech. 14:2.

39. How does Joel express the same thought?

] will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of
Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for my people and for my
heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations, and parted my
land.”

Joel 3:2.

M. At this time what will the Lord do?

“Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he
fought in the day of battle.”

Zech. 14:3.
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I Lesson Eight |

THE LAST GENERATION

What does God say concerning the dispersion of the Jewish people among
the nations of the world?

“And I will bersecute them with the sword, with the famine, and with the
pestilence, and will deliver them to be removed to all the kingdoms of the
earth.”

Jeremiah 29:18.

“For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all nations,
like as corn is sifted in a sieve.”

Amos 9:9.

How long a period of punishment was allotted to these people, including all
the tribes of Israel?

“And if ye will not for all this hearken unto me, but walk contrary unto me;
Then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even I, will chastise
you seven times for your sins.”

Leviticus 26:27,28.

NOTE: In Ezekiel 4:5 we read, “I have laid upon thee the years of their
iniquity, according to the number of days.” This period of seven
times, refers to seven years or 2520 days. Each day for a year makes
2520 years allotted to them for dispersion and punishment. This
began with the capture of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar about
606 years before the birth of Christ, and therefore ended 1914.

Ivvv—' —————y - ————
p .

ol

.

What did Daniel the prophet say about the time of deliverance of his people?
“And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a
nation, even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered,
everyone that shall be found written in the book.”

Daniel 12:1.

e —

What did he say further, as to the length of time it would be until the deli-
verance of his people should begin to be witnessed, and their period of chastise-
ment end?

“And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the
abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two
hundred and ninety days.”

Daniel 12:11.

NOTE: The period of time given here by Daniel, was 1290 days or years,
until deliverance would come to his people. We note in verse two
of this chapter, that the next event following their deliverance is
that many that sleep in the dust of the earth shall arise, showing
that the deliverance will finally be complete. This span of 1290
years begins as the verse above states, “From the time the daily

e
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sacrifice is taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate
set up” As all christians are watchful, there are none excusable
for not knowing something about this prophecy, as it has a definite
starting place.

What class of people will not understand this prophecy, and what does God
say of those who do understand it, and into what distinguished class does he
place them?

“But the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand;
but the wise shall understand.”

Daniel 12:10.

As the commencement of the 1290 years of this prophecy starts with the taking
away of the daily sacrifice, and the placing of the abomination of desolation,
to what do these two events refer?

“But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sin every
year...... And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.”

Hebrews 10:3,11.

Much is said all through the Bible about the Old Testament law for pardoning
sins, which was through the blood of animals. When a person broke any one of
the ten commandments, he was stoned to death, unless an animal was killed
in his place. This was to impress upon them the horrors of sin. Priests stood
daily offering these sacrifices, and this is the daily sacrifice that was still going
on in the days of the apostle Paul 66 years after Christ, as the above scripture
shows. The Jews, not believing in Christ, the Lamb of God, who came and
died for all who would accept him, went right on offering up the animal
sacrifices. This ended, however, when the Mohammedans by religion, or the
Turks and Arabs, took possession of Jerusalem and the Holy Land in 632 A.D.

Did Jesus refer to these events as signs of his second coming?

“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (who so readeth, let him under-
stand:) then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains.”

Matthew 24:15,16.

NOTE: It is a fact that the year 632, marks the beginning of this period of
Mohammedan conquest over Jerusalem and the Holy Land. It was
this very year that Jerusalem fell, and then this desolating power
stood there. The Jews fled to the mountains, as they did when the
Romans took Jerusalem in 70 A.D. This warning of our Savior
fitted both events, and thousands now living in the low plain country
of Judaea will flee to the mountains again when the nations of the
world gather to Israel in the future.

Has there been more than one abomination in the sight of God, caused by
Gentile armies coming against the Holy Land?

“And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst
of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the
over spreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the
consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”
Daniel 9:27.
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NOTE: We see that there were to be a series of abominations which would
cause the Holy Land to be desolate until the consummation. This
agrees with the words of Jesus in the same discourse where he said
Jerusalem would be trodden down by the Gentiles until the times of
the Gentiles were fulfilled. Luke 21:24.

It was the year 632 when these events took place and by adding
the 1290 to this date, it brings us to 1922. It was this eventful year
that fifty-three nations signed the memorable agreement giving the
Jewish people the Holy Land. Any late encyclopedia will tell you
about this, if you will look up “The Balfour Declaration.” This
was the most outstanding fulfilment of prophecy since the decree
of Antaxerxes the year 457 B.C., which pointed to the events of
of our Saviour’s first coming, and this is no less significant relative
to his second coming. ;

Is there not another time period in connection with this prophecy, and what
is said of the waiting time?

“Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and
five and thirty days.”

Daniel 12:12.

| What further did Jesus say about his coming during the waiting time, or the
generation witnessing certain events happening here on the earth?

“Behold the fig tree, and dll the trees; when they now shoot forth, ye see and
know of your own selves that summer is now nigh at hand. So likewise ye,
| when ye see thesé things come fo pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is
I nigh at hand. Verily I say unto you, “This generation shall not pass away,
I till all be fulfilled”

Luke 21:29-32.
; NOTE: In the verses preceding these quoted above, Jesus mentions Jerusalem
s being trodden down by the Gentiles with the Jews scattered among
e all nations until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. Then he
l speaks of distress of nations, with perplexity, and men’s hearts
: failing them for fear and for looking after those things which are
73X coming on he earth, Then he compares these things to the leaves on
the trees which show summer to be near at hand. When we see the
leaves on the trees, he says we know of our own selves that summer
is nigh at hand. “Like wise ye, when ye see these things come to
pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.” Also that
the generation living then would not pass away till all was fulfilled.

. How many years is a generation according to the scriptures?

“So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and
from David to the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and
from the carrying away into Babylon to Christ are fourteen generations.”
Matthew 1:17.

NOTE: From the above scripture we find that we have three periods of
fourteen generations each, from Abraham to Christ. By dividing
the 1900 years from Abraham to Christ by the 42 generations, we
have approximately 45 years to the generation.
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9. What answer did Christ give to this question?
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l Lesson Nine I

WILL THE MAJORITY BE SAVED OR LOST?

D s e

1. Upon one occasion, what question was asked Christ?

“Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few that be saved?
Luke 13:23.

-

“4nd he said unto them, Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say
unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able”
Luke 13:23-24.

3. Which road leads to the eternal city, the narrow or the broad one?
“Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life.”

Matt. 7:14.

4. Will the majority be traveling this narrow way?

“And few there be that find it.”
Matt. 7:14.

5. To where does the broad road lead, and will there be a great number traveling

it?
“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate and broad is the way,
that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat.”

Matt. 7:13.

6. How does Christ speak of the days of Noah in connection with his coming?
“But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”

Mait. 24:37.

= What conditions existed in the days of Noah?
“And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”

Gen. 6:5.

Seeing the condition as it was, what did God purpose to do?

«4nd the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face
of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of
the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.”

‘How many people were landed safely over the flood?
“And Noah went in, and his son, and his wife, and his sons’ wives with him,

into the ark, because of the waters of the flood.”
- Gen. 7:1.
.~ NOTE: This made a total of eight that were saved from the flood. Although
- Noah was a preacher of righteousness for one hundred and twenty
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years, he was unable to make the people see the coming destruction,
which would take them all away unless they would turn to God.
Christ likens his second coming to the days of Noah, believing his
words to be true, we cannot expect the majority to turn from their
wicked ways.

How many were saved out of the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah?
“And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise,
take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed
in the iniquity of the city.”

Gen. 19:15.

NOTE: This time there were only four which started safely on their way to

the place of safety.
After these people had left the city, and because of Lol’s wife looking behind

her, what did she become?
“But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.”

Gen. 19:26.

Does not Christ admonish  us to remember Lot’s wife?
“Remember Lot’s wife.”
Luke 17:32.

Since we have found that, only a very few people were saved upon these two
occasions, and these things were written for our admonition, what promise does
Christ make to the few?

“Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.”

Luke 12:32.

For what reason has the promise been made to the few?

“Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which
keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his command-
ments to a thousand generations.

Deut. 7:9.

. What does Christ say concerning the same thing?

“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.”
Matt. 7:21.

16. Will there be many pleading for admitiance into the kingdom?

“Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy
name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works?

Matt. 7:22.

. How will they be answered?

“And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye
that work iniquity.”’
Matt. 7:23.
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I Lesson Ten l

LOVE FOR THE WORLD OR FOR GOD ?

Is it possible for one to serve two masters ?

T‘No man can serve {wo masters: for either he will hate the one, and love
. the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot
~ serve God and mammon.”

Matt. 6 : 24.

In what condition are those who are friends of the world ?

- “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world
s enmily with God ? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is
the enemy of God.”
James 4 : 4.

v

?Vhat words of instruction are given by John on this subject ?
“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.”
1 John 2:15.

Is it possible for one to entertain the love of the Father, and of the world
at the same time ?
“If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him>

1 John 2 : 15.

From what source does the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life come ?
“For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.”

1 John 2 :16.

What will become of these ?
“And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof.”
1 John 2 :17.

What of those who show their love for God, by doing his will ?
“But he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”
1 John 2 :17.

What is the whole duty of man ?

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his
- commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.”

Eeel. 12 :13.

In what way may we show our love for God ?
“For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments””
1 John 5 :3.
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10. Are his commandments hard to bear ?
“And his commandments are not grievous.”
1 John 5 : 3.

1. In what way does Christ say for us to show our love for him ?
“If ye love me, keep my commandments.”
John 14 : 15.

12. Out of the multitudes of the earth, who are the ones that love the Son ?
“He that hath my commandments, and keepth them, he it is that loveth me.
John 14:21.

13. And whom will they be loved by ?
“And he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him,
and will manifest myself to him,”
John 14 : 21,

- What will one practice if they really love the Father and the Son ?
“Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my
words.”

John 14 - 23,

3. By their daily life, who are the ones who have not love for God ?
“He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings : and the word whickh ye
hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me.”
John 14 : 24,

6. Did Christ teach his own, or his Father”s commandments ?
“For 1 have not spoken of myself: but the Father which sent me, he gave
gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak”
John 12 : 49,

7. What is love ?

“And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the
commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should
walk in it.” '

2 John 6.

“For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments?”

1 John 5 :3.

_ Read also Ex. 20 : 3—17.

- In what way may we know that the love of God is perfected in us?

“But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected:
hereby know we that we are in him.”

L John 2 :5.
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‘ Lesson Eleven I

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES

What signs are given of a social nature, indicating the soon coming of

Christ ?

“This know also, that in the last days  perilous times shall come.

For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,

disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affections, truce-

breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,
 fraitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God;
- kaving a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof ; from such turn
moay.”

Note: The above statements are true at the present time. There has never
been any age of the world that would suit this prophecy as well
as does the one in which we live. For instance, “Lovers of pleasure
more than lovers of God.” In this age of the world’s history, the
picture shows, and theatres are filled to their capacity, while the
church is almost empty, and the people of today care nothing at all
for the Bible, as all know who are watching the conditions of the
world, and weighing them in the light of God’s word in order that
they may locate the age of the world in which we are living. Truly

1 the above prophecies are a light to the feet of the christian.

What other prophecy connected with the second coming of Christ has had

@ remarkable fulfillment during the past fifty years ?

“Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which

35 of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped

are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth.”

 James 5 : 4.

What will wealth gained in this way prove to be in the day of fina
judgement ?

“Your riches are corrupted, and Your garments are motheaten. Your gold and
and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you,
and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together
for the last days.

James 5:2, 3,

Note: We could fill page after page showing the fulfillment of this
prophecy, but this is a malter of general knowledge to all; labor
trouble, strikes, and the concentration of wealth are all matters which
have developed largely during the last fifty years, and as the
apostle has said, these things will stand against those engaged in
them, and there will be no way of escape.
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What prophecy of the Old Testament is being fulfilled at the present time,
which is a sign of the near coming of Christ ?

“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the
time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be
increased.”

Dan. 12 : 4.

Note: The present generation is eyewilness to the wonderful increase of
knowledge the certainty of which the intelligent mind will not doubt.
It seems only as yesterday in our history when the scythe, candle,
and old fashioned treadmill were used to harvest the hay and grain.
The ox team still lingers in our memory while now in its stead we
have the steam tractors, and the automobile. This advancement
commenced immediately following the dethroning of the power of
darkness, al the expiration of the 1260 prophetic years, which was to
mark the commencement of the time of the end. Go back with me
to a period one hundred years ago, and we find almost the same
conditions existing there as were three thousand years before. It
seems that this long river upon whose drowsy surface not a ripple
of advancement had passed for three thousand years, suddenly burst
into the white foam of violent agitation. Men's mind began to
blossom forth into myriads of inventions until within the past sixty
years, six hundred thousand fpatents have been issued by the patent
office at Washington, D.C.

How will some receive this explanation of signs ?

“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking
after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his coming ? for
since the fathers [ell asleep, all things continue as they were from the
beginning of the creation.”

2 Peter 3 :93,4.

Will there be a cry of peace before Christ comes among people who do
do not understand the prophecies ?

“For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh
upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.”
1 Thess. 5:3.

Are the brethren of Christ included in this ignorant and unconcerned class ?
“But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you
as a thief.”

1 Thess. 5 :4.

To what age of the world did Christ compare his coming ?
“But as the days of Noe were, 5o shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”
Matt. 24 : 37.

1]
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What condition existed in the days of Noe ?

“For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered
into the ark.” ‘

Matt. 24 : 38.

Were they aware of what was going to happen to them while they were in
in the above condition ?

“And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away.”

Matt. 24 : 39.

Will the same condition exist when Christ comes the second time?
“So shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”
Matt. 24 :39.

 What will the tribes of the earth do when they behold the Son of God
~ coming in the clouds?

“And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then
shall ail the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”

- Matt. 24 : 30.
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Lesson Twelve

WE KNOW NOT THE DAY NOR THE HOUR

Is it possible for one to know the day and hour of Christ’s coming ?
“But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no not the angels of heaven, but
my Father only.”

Matt. 24 : 36,

What words of admonition are given by Christ regarding his coming?
“Watch therefore: for ye know nmot what hour your Lord doth come.”
Matt. 24 :42,

Since Christ tells us to watch, has he not given us something to watch ?
“So, likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the
- kinédom of God is nigh at hand.”

. Luke 21 :31.

What statement does Christ make concerning the city of Jerusalem,

~ connecting it with his coming ?

“And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive

" into all nations: And Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until

the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”

Luke 21 : 24.

Note: The city of Jerusalem, after having been occupied, and controlled
by Gentile people almost all the time since the days of Christ, until
the year 1918, was in the above year wrested from that people, who
have controlled it through all these years, and today the movement
is on foot in many countries of giving that cily, as well as the
country, to the Jewsh people as a mational home.

Have we any prophecies concerning the regathering of the literal Jews?
“And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the
outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four
corners of the earth.”

Isa. 11 :12.

“Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them
“in mine anger, — — — — and I will cause them to dwell safely.”

Jer. 32 :37.

What conditions did christ say would be in the world just preceding his
 coming ?
“And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars;
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Lesson Thirteen

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

After Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection from the dead, he ascended
into heaven, and a cloud received him out of the sight of the apostles. Is
there any evidence found in the scriptures that he will ever come back to
the earth again ?

“And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld,

he was taken up; and a cloud received him- out of their sight. And while
they looked steadfast toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men
stood by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why
stand ye gazing up into heaven ? This same Jesus, which is taken up from
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.”

b det 1:9—11.

How long must the heavens receive and retain Jesus Christ, and when will
God send him back to the earth ?

“And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: Whom
the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things.”

Acts 3 : 20, 21.

Were the apostles of Jesus interested in the subject of his returning to the
earth somtime, and what question did they ask him ?

“And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him
privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be ? and what shall be the
sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world ?”

Matt. 24 : 3.

 After Jesus answered their question by telling them of many conditions that
would come upon the world, and important events that would happen,
what did he say of his returning to the earth ?

Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened,
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven,
and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: and then shall appear the
sign of the Son of man in heaven; and then shall all the tribes of the earth
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory.”

Mate. 24 : 29—30.

What do we find in the New Testament gospel according to Paul regarding
the second coming of Christ ?
~ “And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels.”

Thess. 1:7.

=For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
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and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the
waves roaring.”

., Luke 21 :23.
See also Malt, 21 :29.

Note: Especially does Christ mention the distress of nations. We look back
over a few years of the world’s history to the year 1914, and as
all know the great war broke out upon the world, as thunder from
the clear sky, and through these four years that have followed it
grew worse and worse, until nine tenths of the world's population
were engaged. And well does this condition agree with the latter part
of the verse wnder consideration. “The sea, and the waves roaing.”
If the reader will turn to Rev. 17:15, he will find “water
representing peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues” Truly the
nations were more angry during the past conflict than at any other
time during the history of the world and continued in that condition
until the Turk was driven from Palestine. Then came the lull, as
well as a world wide movement for the reestablishment of the Jewish
people in their own land, which is the fulfillment of Christ's words.
“Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentles until the times
of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”

In the revelation of Christ what is said regarding the condition of the world
just preceding his second coming ?

“And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come.”

Rep. 11 :18.

What proof have we that this condition will be in the world when Christ
returns ?

“And the time of the déad, that they should be judged, and that thou
shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints,
and them that fear thy name, small and great ; shouldest destroy them
which destroy the earth.”

Rev. 11 : 18.

Near the coming of Christ what will be the condition of the world as
compared to the days of Lot ?

«Iikewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eal, they drank, they

bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; But the same day that Lot

went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimestone from heaven, and destroyed

them all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.”

Luke 17 : 28—30.

How does Paul speak of the last days of this present dispensation ?
“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.”
2 Tim. 3:1.

Will the people at this tinme enjoy hearing doctrine or fables preached ?

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine ; but after
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their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And
they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto
fables

2 Tim. 4:3—4.

Note: Those who are studying the conditions of the world at the present
time, and weighing them in the light of the divine word, know full
well that the conditions are here as the great apostle said they
would be in the last days.

- What is said of evil men and seducers ?
“But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being
deceived.”
2 Tim. 3 :13.

- How does Paul speak of the Jewish people in the last days ?

“For 1 would not, brethern, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest
- ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened
to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.”

Rom, 11 :25.

Note: Only in the last few years has this statement commenced to meet
its fulfillment. The Jewish people who once rejected Christ as their
Savior, are now accepting him by the hundreds, and this is another
living witness to the fact we are nearing the close of Gentile rule,
and the coming of Christ draweth nigh,

Does Paul say we would or would not be in darkness as to Christ’s coming ?
“But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you
‘&5 a thief.”

1 Thess. 5 : 4.
—
- dAnd what is said of the fig tree ?

“Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yei tender, and
iteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: So likewise ye, when
ye shall see all these things, know that it (margin. He) is near, even at the
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