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In the foreground can be seen part of the slope of the
Mt. of Olives, and some of the many graves which are
located on this hillside. According to Jewish belief when
the Messiah comes He will come to the Mount of Olives,
and the dead there will be the first resurrected, They
are correct that He will come to the Mount of Olives,
but unfortunately most Jews are unaware of who their
Messiah is. In the backgroung can be seen the towers
and buildings of the new city part of Jerusalem.

(Photo taken from the Mt. of Olives)
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“There comes a Star out of Jacob, and a
Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and He shall
cut in pieces the corners of Moab, and destroy
all the sons of tumult. And Edom shall be a
possession, and Seir a possession — they, his
enemies; but Israel will do valiantly.

Alas! Who shall live when God does this?
And ships shall come from the coast of Chit-
tim, and afflict Asshur, and afflict Eber, and he
also shall be for destruction.” (Num. 24:17-24).

This Star of Jacob who shall crush all the ene-
mies of Israel is depicted in the flag of Israel.
This six-edged Star is the Star of Jacob, and
He shall destroy all His enemies, for God fights
for Israel. How terrible is such a banner!

God has given the country of Canaan, the
Promised Land, to Israel as an everlasting pos-
session, and the Holy Bible is their title of it.
God has chastised His beloved people, but He
has never taken away from them His gift.

“And there was war in the heaven: Michael
and his angels went to war with the dragon.
And the dragon fought, and his angels; and
they prevailed not, nor was their place found
any more in the heaven. And the great dragon
was cast out, the ancient serpent, he who is
called Devil and Satan, he who deceives the
whole habitable earth, he was cast out into the
earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

And | heard a great voice in the heaven say-
ing: Now is come the salvation and the power
and the kingdom of our God, and the author-
ity of His Christ; for the accuser of our breth-
ren was cast out, who accused them before our

God day and night.”

' \The Stars Of Heaven Fighting

Wchacl o Bls angels are fighting for Israel, -

God’s chosen people; Satan and hi§ angels are
fighting for the enemies of Israexl', and they
have only one thought: to drive Israel into the
Mediterranean Sea, and to wipe out Israel. It
is noteworthy that the same countries who hate
Isspelcalso persecute the true Christians, they
axe. inspired by Satan who hates God and His
elett. For Satan knows that if he does not over-
come the saints, they will overcome him, and
the kingdom on earth will be God's and His
Messiah shall rule, exactly as this text says. —
Rev. 12:7-10.

When Israel was attacked in the rear by Ama-
lek in the desert, Israel seemed to be crushed
by this surprise attack. But then Moses went
up on the top of the hill. And it came to pass
when Moses raised his hand, that Israel pre-
vailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek
prevailed. This is the ministry of intercession.
When we pray for Israel and stand in the gap
before God, Israel overcomes and roots out his
enemies. But when we let down our hands, the
enemies of [srael prevail. The great war in
1967 was not by arms of men but by the power
of God who answered the prayers of the saints
all over the world, and many Jews saw Moses
and Elijah fighting for Israel in the firing line

where the struggle was hardest. So it is*also

with this war. ~

o~

Blessed are they' who bless and protéct the” (=

Jews, God’s chosen people. Cursed is every na-
tion who accuses and fights against Israel, for
they are the apple of God's eye. I testify be-
fore all nations: Every nation which stretches
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out its hand against Israel, shall perish and be

 no nation any more. This is their retribution

from the Almighty and righteous God.

“Curse Meroz, says the Angel of Yahweh;
curse, curse the inhabitants thereof; for they
came not to the help of Yahweh, to the help of
Yahweh among the mighty “when Israel was
in great travail and oppressed by their enemies
(Judges 5:23). Thus shall the Lord do to those
who do not assist His people in the hour of
their desperate need. Any Jew and Christian
who does not assist his brother in need, shall

“be cut off as a branch from the true olive tree.

For as we do to the brethren of Jesus, the Jews,
thus shall it be done to us, says the King of
kings.

“Imagine not in your heart that you shall
escape in the king's house, more than all the
Jews. For if you altogether hold your peace at
this time, then there shall arise relief and de-

liverance to the Jews from another place; but
you and your father's house shall perish. And
who knows whether you are not come to the
kingdom for such a time as this?"" Mordecai
said to Queen Esther. Esther was a Jewess, and
the bride of Jesus is a true Jewess, exactly as
Romans 2:29 says, and we have come to this
high grace for a purpose that we shall bear
abundant fruit. As salvation has come to us from
the Jew, through the Lion of the Tribe of Ju-
dah, so also shall salvation come to Israel today.
The bride of Jesus as Queen Esther, the
morning star, is travailing today before the
King in behalf of Israel.

The wicked Haman had determined the de-
finate destruction of the Jewish people, because
he hated Mordecai, who refused to do homage
to anyone else but God. No one could come
before the King of kings to ask for mercy with-
out being called. Only Queen Esther might in-
tercede before the King; and she hazarded her
life saying: “If 1 perish, 1 perish!” In deepest
dedication she came before her King pleading
for mercy upon her people, and the King
stretched out his golden sceptre toward her, and
she obtained grace in His sight, and her petition
was heard. The Jews were saved and their ene-
mies defeated and Haman was hanged on
the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai,
Hallelujah!

QOur Jewish brother has not yet accepted Je-
sus as his Messiah, but God is about to lift the
veil from his face that he may see Him whom
he has pierced (Zechariah 12:10). But we

who have Jesus Messiah as the King of our

lives can come confidently to His mercy-seat.
by His precious blood and obtain help in due

season. The King is waiting for our petition
for our brother Jacob, and He will save him
as an answer to prayer.

This mighty war against Satan and his angels
who inspire the enemies of Israel is won by
the bride of Jesus, who just as Queen Esther
interceded before His throne for her brethren.

Therefore we read (Revaltion 12:10, 11): “For

they have overcome him (the accuser of our
brethren) by the blood of the Lamb, and by
the word of their testimony, and they have not
loved their lives even unto death.” These true
overcomers by the blood of Jesus are not an-
gels, not fleshly Israel, but Israel according to
the Spirit. They love their brethren, and
give their lives for them. Do you, my Christ-
ian brother, give your life for your Jewish
brother? Do you intercede like Esther with fast-
ing day and night for Israel? If you do not,
then you do not belong to the Bride of the
Lamb.

The nations wash their hands like Pilate, Ba-
bylon rejoices like Herod; but the little bride
of Jesus travails with birth pangs for her be-
loved brother Jacob; and her petition is heard.

Behold our Bridegroom is coming! This is the

test of His bride.
Brother Ulf Oldenburg,
October 12, 1973
(during the last war)

Let us ponder another thought from the book
of Esther. Wicked Haman hated Mordecai the
Jew, and he didn't rest without first devising
his destruction. Hamman finally knew and real-
ized fully that the King wished to honour Mor-
decai. Just as Mordecai sat at the King's gate,
so Israel today is being well situated by God
Himself at the Gate of the Kingdom. Today the
King is bestowing abundant blessing and honour
upon the Jew, even before the evil eyes of Ha-
man. Again the Jew and every'friend of Israel
will in no way bow before wicked Haman. And
again, as then, Haman and all of the sons of
Haman are busy planning ways to destroy. But
they are not designing, as they think, the des-
truction of the Jew, but are certainly designing
their own destruction even as Haman built the
gallows for himself.

Soon a Jewish King will sit once again upon
the throne of David to rule justly the entire
earth from Jerusalem. Going into that city,
above each of the twelve gates is inscribed a
name of the tribes of Israel. (Rev. 21:12).
Israel today is the vanguard of this kingdom
and we are in the very closing of gentile times
or rule. The whole Christian world is taught to
pray for this kingdom as even in the Lord's
prayer, “‘Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done
in earth as it is in heaven.” (Matt. 6:10, 4:23,
24:14; Ps. 145:11-12; James 2.5.

— Assit. Editor

BREAD UPON THE WATERS

We have many large parcels of miscellaneous
tracts containing a few hundred each, to be sent
out to “Volunteer Willing Workers”, in many
parts of the world. The cost of these with the
postage is $20.00. You will be casting bread
upon the waters, and proving yourself to be a
profitable servants to the Lord, to send money
for one or more of these parcels to be sent out
to those calling for them. Thanks in advance.
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Jewish Origins of Christian Baptism

An Article from “The Jerusalem Post”

Shavu'ot is known to Christians as Pentecost
the festival on which, according to the New
Testament the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus’
followers, and 3,000 people in Jerusalem re-
pented and were baptized.

Where and how could such a number be bap-
tized in Jerusalem? Since the people were Jews,
the logical place would have been in a “mikve”,
or ritual immersion pool.

Archaeological excavations have uncovered
many such immersion pools in the last few
years: at Masada, Qumran, Jericho, and in the
excavations, under Prof. Benjamin Mazar, south
of the Temple Mount. (See M. Mazar: “The
mountain of the Lord,” Doubleday, 1973, pp.
146-147.)

What does baptism mean for Christians?
Briefly stated, baptism symbolizes the total iden-
tification of the believer with his Lord’s death,
burial, and resurrection to new life (Romans
6:3-11). This new life may be viewed as a
“new birth,”" or being spiritually “reborn” (John
3:1-16). J. Jeremias and others find the same
imagery in the Babylonian Talmud's statement
that “the proselyte who converts is like a little
baby who has just been born.” (Yevamot 22 a.)
Finally, baptism may symbolize a spiritual
“washing’’' or cleansing (Titus 3:5).

On the day.\of Pentecost, did the early be-
lievers in Jesus use the “mikva’ot” south of the
Temple Mount with apostles as witnesses? Could
they have also used others discovered on the
slope of the hill toward Zion Gate? Perhaps.
Alternate suggestions are “‘Birkat Yisrael,” just
north of the Temple compound, or the Pool of
Bethesda, or the Pool of Siloam (Shiloah).

Early Jewish ritual immersion was a self-ad-
ministered, complete submersion before rabbin-
ical witnesses. Every portion of the body, in-
cluding the hair, had to go under the water.
This, of course, is still the requirement for Jew-
ish proselytes and for all Jews (according to
“halacha") at certain times. Approximately 30-
40 mikva'ot are in use in Jerusalem.

In Jewish practice, only the person undergoing
the ritual bath actually entered the water, while
rabbinical witnesses stood at the edge of the
mikve. Minor tractate “Gerim’’ states (1:1-4):
“A man is present at the immersion of a man;
a woman is present at the immersion of a wo-

n.” At least since the Middle Ages, the per-
son entering the pool had to be naked. Since
two rabbinical witnesses had to authenticate
the immersion of a convert, special arrange-
ments were necessary to preserve a woman's
modesty. The rabbis stood outside the door to
the mikve, which was opened by a female at-
tendant at the exact moment that the woman
convert was completely immersed. When the
top of the head was seen to be submerged, wit-
nesses could testify that it had taken place.

Who entered the water in Christian baptism?

A study of baptistries of Byzantine churches,
found in excavations at Avdat, Emmaus, Mount
Nebo, and elsewhere, clearly showed there was
room for only one person. Prof. Dale Moody
(“Baptism: Foundation for Christian Unity,”
West-minister, 1969) and others believe that
the candidate, upon confession of repentance
and faith, knelt in the water and then com-_
pletely submerged him or herself.

When did the practice of infant baptism be-
gins? Only in the third and fourth centuries is
there clear historical evidence that Christians
were baptizing infants. Origen, about 231 C.E,
made infant baptism the basis of belief in origin-
al guilt. Augustine, at the end of the 4th cen-
tury C.E., taught that each baby was born
with inherent guilt from the sin of Adam. Bapt-
ism was essential for the removal of this “origin-
al sin,” a doctrine which has dominated the
churches for centuries. Some have insisted that
faith is necessary for any baptism to be effi-
cacious. In the case of infants, it is the faith
of the church on their behalf.

In the Latin and Western tradition, the prac-
tice became one of placing a few drops of water
on the baby's head. In the Eastern Orthodox
churches, the infant is immersed. The Armenian
Orthodox immerse the child three times ‘‘in the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,” as
do the Ethiopian Orthodox. This is followed
by “chrismation,” an anointing with oil to sym-
bolize the gift of the Holy Spirit.

John Calvin, the 16th century Protestant re-
former, emphasized that infant baptism fulfilled
the same function as circumcision in Jewish
tradition. [t was a sign of the covenant relation-
ship with God (Col. 2:9).

A storm of debate over infant baptism has
been carried on by such scholars as Joachin
Jeremiah, Karl Barth, Oscar Cullman, Kurt
Aland, G. Beasley-Murray, Dale Moody and
others.

For Baptist and others of the Free Church
tradition (opposed to a ‘‘state church” or re-
cognition of a state religion), here has been a
strong emphasis upon baptism as a voluntary
sign of an inner experience of repentance and
faith. Consequently, they do not practise infant
baptism. For them, no one is a Christian simply
because his parents were. Once a person has
made a personal commitment of his/her own
volition, then baptism by immersion is encour-
aged.

John's baptism in the Jordan River's certainly
has significance for Christians, but specifically
Christian baptism began at Shavu'ot or Pente-
cost, here in Jerusalem — perhaps in mikva'ot.

1

“WHEN THE LORD SHALL BUILD UP
ZION HE WILL APPEAR IN HIS GLORY.”
— Psalms 102:15.
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The Controversy Quver Zion

Surely there is a controversy raging in the world today
over Zion. Evidence of this can be seen in newspapers
all over the world.

The threat of another oil embargo by the Arabs and
the billions of dollars the Arab oil nations have in-
vested in countries around the world give the Arabs
an enormous political and economical weapon. Seem-
ingly the world will do anything to appease the Arabs
and win their favor. In degrading themselves by bowing
to the Arab oil blackmail, the nations of the world
are not only doing something that is morally contempt
able, but are also behaving very foolishly and cowardly.
Almost everyone realizes (or should) that blackmail
only works if the victim co-operates, Yet, on every hand
we see evidence of the success of the Arabs’ blackmail
tactics.

One view which has gained wide acceptance around
the world, even among Israel’s strongest friends, is the

mistaken idea that the only obstacle to peace in the
Middle East is Israel’s stubborness in giving back to
the Arabs the land gained in the 1967 war. They seem
to believe that all that is needed is to pressure and
“guide” Israel into handing back this territory and
then all would be well — completely forgetting the
wars (including the 1967 war) which took place before
Israel had this land.

Because Prime Minister Begin is wise enough to know
that to bring peace more is needed than to simply give
the Arabs everything they ask for, the wvictory of his
party (Likud) in the recent elections and his succeeding
to the leadership of Israel aroused an almost unheard
of amount of criticism in the world, even in the United
States, Israel’s strongest ally. Following are a few news
items, reprinted from “The Jerusalem Post,” which ap-
peared right after the elections and give a good idea
of what the world’s reactions were.

ARAB PRESS SAYS BEGIN SPELLS WAR

“A terrorist is going to be prime minister of
Israel,” PLO “foreign affairs’”” chief Farouk
Kaddoumi commented yesterday, during an s-
lamic foreign minister’s conference in Libya. *I
think this is something planned by the United
States,” he added.

Other Arabs warned that the victory of “hawk-
ish” Likud leader Menahem Begin may have
doomed all hopes for peace. “The area is head-
ing for war,” Damascus Radio announced. It
denounced the victory of ‘“‘the rhost terrorist,
extremist and pig-headed bloc” in Israel. But
the newspaper “‘Tishrin,” which is close to As-
sad, observed that the election ‘“would not be
a decisive factor’” in the region’s future.

Government-controlled newspapers and broad-
casting stations in the Arab world predictably
deplored the vote results as a new obstacle to
the peace settlement that the major Arab states
profess to seek. They denonunced Begin as an
‘extremist.

The Jordanian newspaper ‘“‘A-Sha’ab” said
yesterday the Arabs should seriously consider
military preparation to deal with a possible
failure of the current peace efforts in the wake
of the Likud victory.

The Arab states were also called upon to take
seriously a statement by Begin that the West
Bank and Gaza Strip were ‘‘liberated territories’
and would remain so. “Such a statement is a
new obstacle to peace,” the paper added.

Newspapers in hardline Iraq said the election
was “‘an affirmation of the Zionists’ determina-
tion to expand, retain the (conquered) land,
and reject all Arab rights,” according to “Al-
Thawra,” organ of the ruling Ba'ath party.

Members of the Palestinian ‘‘Rejection Front
organisations opposed to Middle East peace talks
privately expressed satisfaction bordering on joy
over the outcome of the election. They said
Begin's rise to power could seriously threaten
the survival of such “moderate” Arab leaders
as President Sadat, who has staked his political

future on close cooperation with the U.S.

In Kuweit, one newspaper called for “‘emer-
gency arrangements to create an Arab super
defence pact” patterned after the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization or the Warsaw Pact.

“The emergence of an arrogant hardline gov-
ernment in Israel leaves the Arabs no alter-
native but to prepare for war,” said the con-
servative “Al-Kabas.” ‘“They have become a
financial superpower and there is no reason why
they shouldn’t, or couldn’t become a super pow-
er militarily.” & "

The official Algerian news agency said on
Wednesday - the elections in Israel “brought the
terrorists to power,” raised a new danger of
war and proved the futility of seeking a nego-
tiated settlement in the Middle Fast.

Several Arab commentators claimed that the
Likud victory did not change one “‘basic fact’” —
it is America, not Israel, that holds “99 per
cent of the cards in the Middle Fast.”

A high-ranking Cairo official said: “The opt-
imistic view is that a coalition government will
be weak and thus the U.S. can pressure Israel
and can impose a settlement.

“The pessimistic view is that a coalition gov-
ernment will be so weak that it will not be
able to convince its people of the necessity for
a settlement. This would mean more delay;
and, if the Arabs become impatient, there is al-
ways the military solution.”” — (Agencies).

BACK TO ’47
WASHINGTON. — Late last night the White

House issued a statement saying that President
Carter had referred to four specific U.N. resolu-
tions when he spoke earlier in the day about
the need for a Palestinian homeland and com-
pensation for Palestinian refugees.

The statement said that, when the president
referred to 'a homeland for the Palestinians, he
had in mind U.N. General Assembly Resolu-
tion 181 of November 29, 1947 — the so-called

partition resolution — which provided for the
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recognition of a Jewish and an Arab state in
Palestine.

In connection with compensation, the pres-
ident referred to U.N. General Assembly Reso-
lution 194 of December 11, 1948, “which en-
dorses the right of Palestinians to return to their
homes or choose to be compensated for lost
property.”’

The White House statement added that the
president was @lso referring to U.N. Security
Council Resolutions 242 and 338, “which ad-
dress the question of withdrawal and the end
of belligerency and secure and recognized bor-
ders among other principles of a peace agree-
ment.”’

The White House statement said that the Israel-
Arab armistice agreements of 1949 made clear
that the issues of a Palestinian homeland and
compensation ‘‘were issues that would have to
be resolved in a final peace agreement among
the parties.”

The White House statement stunned Israel
sources here because it went back to resolutions
long made irrelevant by historical changes.

CONCERN FELT IN EUROPE

There were worried sounds in Western Eu-
rope’s press yesterday of a possible increase in
Middle East tension following Tuesday’s defeat
of Israel’'s Labour Party by the Likud. But there
was little official reaction, save for regret at Lab-
our'’s loss by Austrian Chancellor Bruno Kreisky.

The Ruritish press described Tuesday's Labour
defeat with some measure of shock yesterday
playing up war threats emanating from the ra-
dio stations of Syria, Irag, Kuwait and Saudi
Arabia. Interest was, however, paid to the more
moderate line taken by Cairo.

Likud leader Menahem Begin's personal tri-
umph was the focus of the news, with the
British reviving old memories of Begin's pre-
state Irgun Zvai Leumi ungerground group. The
BBC and “The Evening Standard” headlined
him as a ‘“‘former guerrilla leader” pushing out
Labour, with “The Standard” believing that
“Begin’s election victory could complicate Amer-
ica’s plans for Middle East peace.”

“The Evening News” headline was “Britain’s
Old Enemy Swings Israel Right.” Independent
radio news described him as “‘the man who blew
up the King David Hotel” in Jerusalem.

(Begin still evokes negative responses in Bri-
tain, with the media always recapitulating his
anti-British attacks when he was Irgun com-
mander.)

The Conservative Friends of Israel,s however,
reflected the Tories' pleasure at the fall of yet
another labour party. The ruling British Labour
party’s reaction was one of utter shock.

DISMAY IN WASHINGTON
BEGIN: SETTLE JUDEA, SAMARIA
CAMP KADDUM. — Likud leader Menahem
Begin indicated here yesterday that Jewish settle-
ments will shortly rise throughout Judea and
Samaria and Arab residents could get Israeli

citizenship if they wanted it. But Arabs will not
be evicted under a Likud-led government, he
added. Begin avoided committing himself on
whether Israel law would be introduced in the
administered territories.

Begin's remarks were greeted with dismay in
Washington.

Speaking at a ceremony marking the installa-
tion of a Tora scroll at the Kaddum synagogue,
Begin referred to the fact that the Eilon Moreh
group of settlers had moved into this military
base on a “‘temporary basis,” after squatting in
Sebastia against army orders.

“In a few weeks or months there will be many
Eilon Morehs; there will be no need for a Kad-
dum,” he declared.

Begin chided a foreign correspondent for call-
ing the area “occupied territory.”” “You've used
this expression for 10 years, but since May
1977 1 hope you'll start using the word liberated
territories’,”” he said.

“A Jew has every right to settle in these li-
berated territories of the Jewish land,” he added.

(Aluf (Res.) Ariel Sharon, who took part in
the ceremony, told reporters he believed ‘“‘the
new government’s policy will bring about wide-
scale settlement in Judea and Samaria.”

When Sharon ended his statement, Begin com-
mented, “‘very nice.” But the Likud’s candidate
for prime minister also declared: “We don’t
want to evict anyone from his land. In this beau-
tiful country, there is room for the Arabs who
are working their lands and the Jews who will
come to make the homeland bloom.”

CALLS FOR COMPENSATION
TO PALESTINIANS
CARTER SEES BEGIN SOFTENING
ON AREAS

WASHINGTON. — President Jimmy Carter
yesterday expressed satisfaction with the initial
“modeyation”’ of the Likud position as demon-
strated during talks with the Democratic Move-
ment for Change, and predicted that this position
will modify even further after U.S. congress-
men and American Jews meet with Likud lead-
er Menahem Begin.

He also spoke again of the need for a Pales-
tinian homeland, and this time added that the
Arab refugees must also “be compensated for
losses that they suffered.”

Carter's remarks on Begin were seen as con-
firming that the administration will enlist Israel’s
friends here in an attempt to convince the Likud
to ease its opposition to an Israeli withdrawal
from Judea-Samaria and Gaza.

The news conference, much of which was de-
voted to the Middle East and the outcome of
the Israel elections, demonstrated quite clearly
that Carter will insist on an Israeli withdrawal
from at least part of the West Bank.

Carter, reiterating his approval for an Israeli
withdrawal to the pre-1967 lines with only min-
or territorial adjustments, also called attention

to previously approved U.N. resolutions and
continued on page 20
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Reports From A frica

Until we resume printing “The Jerusalem Messinger”
(Lord willing, very soon) a page or two of each issue
of “The Reporter”, as space permits, will be devoted to
reports from churches around the world.

NIGERIA, WEST AFRICA: —

Greetings.

On the 14th of March, 1977, the writer, Elder
J. A. Agilebu, and Pastor ]J.E. Ogaluzo, paid
a missionary visit to Mberi Akpulu in Imo
state, where the brethren of that state wanted
me to come to Obodo-ukwu to baptize a newly
converted family, Julius Anyadu and his wife
Catherine Anyadu.

Elder ]. A. Agilebu with baptism group

When we went there for the call, we were
told that the brethren from Imo state and
Anambra state were gathered at Nnokwa Church
waiting for us to come. When we learned that,
then we doubled our journey again, footing to
a place called Umu-Eze-Uga where we were
benighted. Fortunately Brother Simon C. Udeoji
took us in to a certain brother’s house, named
Humphrey Dimobiukwu, to whom the Lord has
revealed the truth, of which he and his church
were affiliated with our church.

We spent the night there and left at 5 o’clock
the next morning, continuing walking along
until we got a vehicle which carried us to Nnok-
wa where the brethren were waiting for us.

We were with them on that Sabbath. When
we had finished Sabbath School study, then [
arrived at the work of ordination. Brother Oke-
chukwu N. Umezeka was chosen as a local
Elder. Simon C. Udeoji and Godfrey Meka were
chosen as Deacons, among the brethren from
Anambra and Imo states. Now | have ordained
Okechukwu N. Umezeka a local Elder. As time
goes on | shall ordain him Pastor. (Titus 1:5;
Acts 6:1-6).

The following Sunday morning, 6th March,
we all left Nnokwa and went back to Obodouk-
wu to baptize those candidates. Before we could

reach there the time was over, so | told the
brethren to wait till tomorrow morning.

On Monday morning about six o’clock, we
came together for examination of the candidates.
I tested them and found them fit. So we all
proceeded to the waterside, where five precious
souls were buried in water: Humphrey Dimo-
biukwu, Julius Anyadu, Catherine Anyadu,
Esther Orazulume and Margaret Ezenwoye.

Here are two pictures showing the candidate
in the water, and brethren who came out from
the waterside.

Your Brother, Elder J. A. Agilebu,

Overseer of Nigeria

KENYA, EAST AFRICA: —
Dear Sister Dugger,

Christian greetings. Here is a Passover report
from the Odoro lkot group.

The Passover was held as usual in the lkot
Uko church. It took place in the first and second
of April, being the 14 of Nisan. We had a
good attendance, and we also baptized 10 peo-
ple. Praise the Lord!

We had the sermon from the book of Exodus
12:4-16, 13:4-14; 1 Cor. 11:23: John 13:5-18,
10;16-30; Matt. 26:27, 29: Deut. 32:14.

The opening of the lkot Uko Church of God’s
new building was done on December last. We
are sorry we did not inform you about this be-
fore time. | cannot remember if [ wrote to you
in my last letter. Here | enclose a picture of
the church building. It has 13 open double win-
dows and 6 open double doors. A pulpit was

The new church building of the Odoro Ikot group

built at the same month, Now [ earnestly re-
quest for a pulpit bible. If it cannot be sent
free 1 will pay for the cost.

Here are some photographs. ..

We have enclosed herewith some help, that
is N5.00.

We wish you God's blessing, while remaining
in faith.

Yours in His Service,

Elder N. A. Otoro
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Boys and girls of the Odoro Ikot Church Choir
KENYA. —

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

First of all is to give thanks to our Lord for
the many blessings our Father has given to us.
We have received Bible Lessons for the second
quarter of 1977 and also Judah Vol. 22 No. 2
(Januaryt February) and No. 3 (March). These
are true words: “‘For the Law shall go forth
of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jeru-
salem.” Michah 4:2. Therefore we know that
the prophecy is really being fulfilled.

The Passover that we had was very good be-
cause we baptized three people. Brothers and
Sisters were enjoying the Passover, and we see
that the Spirit of the Lord is truely working
on His people.

-We have sent tithes and offerings according

The Church of God group
to the Bible. (Deut. 12:5, 6; 14:22-26). We

are doing this because the Lord has chosen Zion.
(Ps. 132:13; 1 Kings 8:29).

We request you to send us Bible calendars,
Credential of Recommendation for 1977 and
Bible charts, if possible.

May the Lord bless you with good health, hap-
piness, long life and prosperity. Kindly do re-
member our ministry and its needs in your
prayers.

in Mbugiti, Kenya

Yours in His glorious service,
Pastor Josphat Mwangi

TIMBOROA, KENYA. —

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Israel,

We thank you all in the work of Yah. We
were lost sheep and our Elohim scarched for us
and found us. We trust that we can get the
truth of God from you in Israel because all
parts of the world are darkened by the riding
woman on the beast. (Rev. 17:1-6; Isaiah 60:1,
2). Now we turn to Zion, Jerusalem. (Isaiah
2:2, 3; Jer. 12:14-16; Zephaniah 3:10-14.

May God bless you all.

Elder John Kabui Kihara,
J.S.D. Church of God

Elder [ohn Kabui Kihara and Church Group

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Elder Morris H. Tafatu, of P.O.Box 3, Alofi,
Niue Island, S.W. Pacific, has been appointed
as the OVERSEER of Niue Island, responsible
for the work of the Church of God 7th Day in
his country. As Niue Island is now an inde-
pendent country, the church there had a need
for an Overseer. Elder Tafatu has played an
important part in the raising up of the church
of Niue Island, together with Elder Peleci (Over-
seer of New Zealand), and it was decided that
he was the right person to fill this position.

We pray that the Heavenly Father will guide
and bless Elder Tafatu and the work on Niue
[sland, and that the church there will grow.

— World Headquarters of the
Church of God (7th Day)

THE BANK ACCOUNT WORTHWHILE

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon
earth where moth and rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves break through and steal. But lay
up for yourselves treasures in heaven where
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves do not break through .and steal.” —
These are the words of Jesus (Yahshua) as we

have them recorded in Matthew 6:19-21.
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GOOD HEALTH DEPARTMENT

By request, and due to the large number of letters we
receive inquiring about the sprouting of grains, we are
reprinting the following article, which gives all the need-
ed information.

SPROUTS FOR COMPLETE
NOURISHMENT

Sprouts have been called “the complete nour-
ishment and most perfect food” by scientists.
There is good reason why this is so. Within
each seed are all the materials necessary to start
new life. Everything needed to produce health
or maintain health, including protein and miner-
als, vitamins and oil, carbohydrates and har-
mones, are contained in sprouts.

Sprouts are also considered ‘“the complete
protein.”’ Sprouts are a quick energy food; they
contain natural sugar. One does not need soil
to grow this inexpensive food; even if you live
in one room it is possible to sprout. It is good
food for survival. The seed will keep up to one
year if stored in a cool, dry place. Three table-
spoons of seed will render a quart of nourish-
ing food in six days. They are delicious for
salads, juices and to take to work for a snack.

Just think, one pound of seed grows into 7
pounds of the best food and complete nourish-
ment that there is. If a financizl crisis occurs,
it will be possible for a person to live health-
fully for six months on less than $50.00.

Why do we have malnourished people in
the country if people can live healthfully for
a cent a meal? Why do people spend such high
prices on supermarket food when they are eat-
ing dead materials, live food destroyed by
chemicals?

Seeds can do so much. People do not know
about this fantastic work of Mother Nature.
She releases her nutrients into the seed when
it is given moisture and warmth. Every school
should have an educational program which in-
cludes “‘sprouting.” This way children could not
only study, they could see, taste and learn how
health can be maintained if the body gets the
correct nourishment.

Lentils are the easiest seeds to sprout. Mung-
beans and fenugreek and chickpeas are good
too. Alfalfa is the best in many ways. Alfalfa
will turn green if left in the sun. It is necessary
to keep them covered for a few days in order
for the chlorophyll, which is very important, to
manifest in them.

Sprouts will do better in a 2 quart wide mouth-
ed jar. Generally, one can get these bottles in
eating places for free. A piece of cheese cloth
or any nylon mesh and elastic will fasten the
top.

To sprout alfalfa is to experience the real joy
of watching nature unfold. It is a miracle that
our Creator brings forth to give us the nourish-
ment we need for survival.

HOW TO SPROUT

(1) Put 2 tablespoons of small seed in a
two quart jar, half full of water. Soak for five
hours; cover the top with plastic screen or
cheesecloth. Fasten with a rubber band.

(2) Pour water off and rinse with tepid water.
Set jar upside down to drain.

(3) Rinse, thereafter, twice a day before it
has completely drained.

(4) The third to sixth day when the sprouts
are ready, eat from store kept in the refrigerator.

Wheat does not need to be rinsed after it
has been soaked for fifteen hours. However, it
needs to be covered to be kept moist. With
sprouted wheat you can make live bread, break-
fast cereal, milk, rejuvelac or you can grow
chlorophyll to use as a medicine.

NOTICE

We are sending a steady stream of Bibles,
books, tracts, and other materials, in many dif-
ferent languages, out from Jerusalem. There
is a great hunger for the truth which must be
fed. We are instructed to “feed my sheep” and
in these closing days nothing is more impor-
tant. The cost of printing paner and postag=
has risen tremendously in the last few years and
our expenses are great. We do all in our power
to keep up with the huge demand. Every
amount sent in is promptly put into this great
work of saving souls. Often we are even over-
drawn at the bank.

If you are led to help in this great endeavour,
you will be having a part in this vital work
which must soon be completed as the return
of our Messiah is very near. Your tithes and
offerings will be put to work in His work, for
His glory, and in the place where our Saviour
spent His life while here on earth. There is not
a more fertile field in the world. “For the Law
shall go forth of Zion, and the Word of the
Lord from Jerusalem.” — Michah 4:1.

DEW DROPS

“The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and
my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom |
will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my sal-
vation, and my high tower.” — Ps. 18:2.

¥ % %

“Great deliverance giveth he to his king; and
shewed mercy to- his anointed, to David, and
his seed for evermore.” — Ps. 18:50.

% & %

“O love the Lord all ye his saints: for the
Lord preserveth the faithful, and plentifully re-
wardeth the proud doer. Be of good courage,
and he shall strengthen your heart, and all ye
that hope in the Lord.” — Ps. 31:23, 24.
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