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Strange Events Forecast For 1982

by Cyril Hutchinson

Scientists are forecasting that scon our solar
ystem will experience some unique and sobei-
ng evenis. This forecast concerning 1982
comes from the scientific investigations of as-
tronomers and is in no way related to astrology
and fortune telling.

As we discuss 1982, this is not an attempt
to sei a date for the second advent of the Lord
Jesus Christ, for that is an impossibility. Cur
Lord said in Mark 13:32-33: “But of that day
and that hour knoweth nc man... Take ye
heed, watch and pray, for ye know not when
the time is.”" That day and hour of Christ’s
return is a secret known only to God.

The news is quoted from the September 16,
1974 edition of “Newsweek'™ magazine, sciencz
section. These are the conclusions of John
Gribbin, science editor of “Nature” magazine,
and of Stephen Plagemann of N.A.SA.'s God-
dard Space Center in Maryland. These reput-
able scientists are pointing out that in the latter
part of 1982 there will take place an event
unique in our solar system. At that time all
nine planets will be on the same side of the
sun. That happens once every 179 years, but
in 1982 the nine planets will not only be on
the same side of the sun, but in perfect align-
ment. ~Newsweek’ referred to this situation
as “‘an apocalyptic prediction”. In the book
that these men have co-authored, “The Jupiter
Effect””, they point out that, just as the moon
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affects earthtides by its gravitational pull, so
do the planets affect each other, and particul-
arly Jupiter, because of its great size. This
has been linked to the earthquake frequency
on our planet earth.

What will happen when all the planets come
into one line and exert a united gravitational pull
on our earth? These scientists speak of eight
probable effects: 1) A disturbed magnetic act-
ivity in the sun, producing huge firestorms;
2) That the ionosphere of earth will be chan-
ged; 3) That radio and television commun -
cations will be disrupted; 4) That there will
be weird lighting effects from aurora borealis:
5) There will be wvast changes in wind pat-
terns; 6) Rainfall and temperature patterns
will change; 7) FEarth's rotation, and the length
of the days may change; 8) Many earthquakes
will occur.

“There will be many earthquakes, large and
small. . . and one region where nne of the great-
est fault systems lies today, under great strain,
long overdue for a giant leap forward, and just
waiting for the necessary kick, is California.”
This is the frightening apocalyptic vision of the
scientists as quoted in “‘Newsweek'.

Will all these things really happen? Time
will tell. But there are some very relevant Bi-
blical predictions about such events. Concern-
ing the sun, scientists now believe that at some
future date it may “‘nova’’, experiencing a pe-
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riod of inceased brightness and heat, followed
by a darker period. Just as, in Revelation 16:9
we read: ““And men were scorched with great
heat...” Joel 2:31 states: ““The sun shall be
turned into darkness...” Certainly the sun is
going to be changed one of these days.
God’s Word also prophesies concerning the
moon. Isaiah 30:26: “...the light of the moon
shall be as the light of the sun...” Joel 2:31:
“ ..and the moon (shall be turned) into
blood...” Matthew 24:29: *...the moon shall
not give her light...”” Revelation 6:12: ". . .the
moon became as blood.” And Revelation 8:12:
“...and the third part of the sun was smitten,
and the third part of the moon...” Fearful
things are shaping up in our solar system!
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But our chief concern is about this earth on
which we live. Again both science and the
Bible are in agreement. Great storms are pre-
dicted. This alignment of the planets in 1982
may bring a sudden shift in wind patterns.
In Revelation 16:2]1 we read: *...a great hail
out of heaven, every stone about the weight
of a talent...” (Possibly at least 48 pounds.)
Drought is scientifically predicted, because of
greatly disrupted weather patterns. Such a wind
shift has already brought famine to Africa and
Bangaladesh.

And Joel prophesies of the time when the
seed is rotten under the clods and the beasts
groan because they have no pasture. Revela-
tion 11:2-6 indicates a three-and-one half year
period when rainfall will be restricted. If such
a drought comes, then famine is certain. If
there is a drastic change in weather patterns,
it is estimated that a billion people will be
victims of famine in the next ten years. Mat-
thew 24:7 states: *. . .there shall be famines..."”
Moreover, the scientists believe that the com-
ing gravitational pull of the other planets may
change the angle of inclination of the earth,
and the length of earthdays. Isaiah 24:20: “The
earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard...”
Hebrews 12:26 says this of God: “...Yet once
more | shake not the earth only, but also hea-
ven.

And finally there is the matter of earthquakes.
Note this quote from 1974 World Almanac:

“There have been more earthquakes in this cen-

tury than in all recorded history.” Earth is al-
ready quivering! Revelation 16:18 gives this
prophecy: “...and there was a great earthquake,
such as was not since men were upon the earth,
so mighty an earthquake, and so great.” And
Revelation 16:20: “And every island fled away,
and the mountains were not found.” Unima-
ginable chaos!

Will this parade of the planets in 1982 be
the trigger that will touch off the fulfillment
of these Bible prophecies? It could be so. But
the certainties that we can rest on today are
before us. The Bible is the inspired Word of
God, and its prophecies will be literally fulfilled.
And the shadows of those coming events are
falling across our path with greater frequency.
Science is foretelling the same events. And all
this means that the coming of the Lord is draw-
ing verv near. By 1982 our world could be
feeling the wrath of God in the coming time
of tribulation.

SHARE YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
IN ISRAEL

We are sending a steady flow of Bibles, tes-
taments, gospel tracts and literature of all kinds
to almost every part of the world. This minis-
try is important for these last days we are liv-
ing in, and it is bearing good fruit for the Lord.
“And this gospel of this kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto
all nations; and then shall the end come.” —
Matt. 24:14.

You can and should have a part in the min-
istry of “The Mount Zion Reporter’”’. Our ex-
penses are high and rising all the time, and
your financial support is needed and would be
most welcome. Not everyone can go to the far
corners of the world as a missionary for Christ,
but everyone can have a part in this same
work by supporting with their prayers, tithes
and offerings the ministry being carried on
from Jerusalem. Your help is needed, and whe-
ther your donations are large or small they will
be gratefully received and will be put to good
use in the work of the Heavenly Father. Please
pray about it.

Address your letter to:

The Mount Zion Reporter
P.O.Box 10184
Jerusalem — Israel

E I

“Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste
places of Jerusalem: for the Lord hath com-
forted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem.
The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the
eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the
earth shall see the salvation of our God.” —

Isaiah 52:7-10.
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The Story of Balaam

continued from last issue

Balaam's cruel treatment of the beast revealed
too clearly what power possessed him, reveal-
ing the master he was following. After his
abuse of the animal, the Lord now proceeded
to reveal to him the enormity of his evil deed,
and the extent to which he had sinned against
the Lord.

Numbers 22:31-34: "“Then the Lord openel
the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of
the Lord standing in the way, and his sword
drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his
head, and fell flat on his face. And the angel
of the Lord said unto him: Wherefore hast
thou smitten thine ass these three times? Be-
hold, | went out to withstand thee, because
thy way is perverse before me; and the ass
saw me, and turned aside from me these three
times, unless she had turned from me, surely
now also | had slain thee, and saved her alive.
And Balaam said unto the angel of the Lord:
I have sinned; for I knew not that thou stood-
est in the way against me; now therefore if it
displease thee, 1 will get me back again.”

“I have sinned,” cried Balaam. How different
was his confession than that of David, as he
sat in the presence of Nathan the prophet, who
pointed out his guilt concerning his illicit affair
with Bathsheba, involving also her husband,
Uriah the Hittite in death. David truly repented
after his sin was called to his attention. He
absolved himself from guilt by throwing him-
self upon the mercy of the Lord. However,
Balaam’s sin was of the same calibre as that
of judas or of Pharaoh. David's confession of
guilt was done in sincerity regardless of con-
sequence, while Balaam confessed only because
there was no more alternative to evade the

will of God.

Balaam Restricted

“If it displease thee I will get me back again.”
Balaam: sensed the displeasure of God by his
harrowing experiences while on the way to
Moab. Balaam knew from the very beginning
that the Lord was displeased with his actions,
and it was most unnecessary that he resorted
to the word “if”. In tempting Christ in the
wildeness Satan used the very words: “If thou
be the Son of Ged.” These words carry an
insinuation and suggest doubt. The Lord now
permitted Balaam to proceed, however, God
was about to shackle his mouth. “And the angel
of the Lord said unto Balaam: Go with the
men; but only the word that [ shall speak unto
thee, that shalt thou speak...” Balaam was
now under the complete contro] of God, being
neither capable of expressing his own thoughts
or speaking his own words.

Numbers 22:36-38: “And when Balak had

heard that Balaam was come, he went out to
meet him unto a city of Moab, which i in
the border of Arnon, which is in the utmost
coast. And Balak said unto Balaam: Did |
not earnestly send unto thee to call thee?
Wherefore camest thou not unto me? Am |
not able indeed to promote thee to honor? And
Baleam said unto Balak: Lo, | come unto thee:;
have I now any power at all to say anything?
The word that God putteth in my mouth, that
shall | speak.”

Stripped of his power of divination, Balaam
proceeded to preseni to Balak that which the
Loxd was to put into his mouth. “And it came
to pass on the moirow that Balak took Balaam
and brought him up into the high places of
Baal, that he might see the utmost part of the
people.” Balaam then instructed the king on
how to proceed.

Bzlaam and the Oracles

Numbers 23:3, 4: “And Baleam said unio
Balak: Stand by thy burnt offering, and I will
go; peradventure the Lord will come to meet
me, and whatsoever He showeth me I will iell
thee. And he went to an high place. And Cod
met with Balaam, and he said unto Him: |
have prepared seven altars, and | have offered
on every alter a bullock and a ram.”

The king of Moab had been in great suspense
while waiting for the prophet to bring an an-
swer to him from the Lord. “And the Lord
put a word in Balaam's mouth, and said: Re-
turn to Balak, and thus thou shalt speak. And
he returned unto him, and lo, he stood by his
burni sacrifice, he, and all the princes of NMoab.”
Clothed in the most sublime language, God
made known to the king of Moazb, through
the prophesyings of Balaam, His great regard
for the people He had delivered out of Egyp-
tian bendage.

Numbers 23:7-10: “And he tock up his pa-
rable and said: Balak king of Moab hath
brought me from Aram, out of the mountains
of the FEast, saying: Come, curse me Jacob,
and come, defy Israel How shall I curse whom
Cod hath not cursed? Or how shall | defy
whom the Lord hath not defied? For from the
top of the rocks I see Him, and from the hills
I behold Him: lo, the people shall dwell alone,
and shall not be reckoned among the nations.
Who shail count the dust of Jacob, and the
number of the fourth part of Israel? let me
die the death of the righteous, and let my last
end be like His.”

Balak was greatly upset, his disappointment
knew no bounds over Balaam’s prophesyings
and gave vent to his feelings in no uncertain
terms. ““And Balak said unto BRalaam: What hast
thou done unto me? [ took thee to curse mine
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enemies, and, behold, thou hast blest them al-
together!” Balak was to understand that there
could be no curse upon those whom the Lord

has blessed Balak's persistence matched his de-

termination to secure the curse from DBalaam
nevertheless. If Balaam could be shown Israel
from another angle perhaps he would comply
with his wishes. “And he brought him into
the field of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah...”
Balaam went as before to meet the [ord, stili
hoping for God's approval.

Numbers 23:17-24: “And when he came to
Him, he stood by his burnt offering, and the
princes of Moab with him. And Balak said
unto him: What hath the Lord spoken; And
he took his parable, and said: Rise up Balak,
and hear; hearken unto me thou son of Zip-
por: God is not a man that he should lie,
neither the son of man that he should repent,
and shall He not do it? Or hath He spoken,
and shall He not make it good? Behold, I
have received commandment to bless, and He
hath blessed; and I cannot reverse it. He hath
not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he
seen perverseness in Israel. The Lord his God
is with him, and the shout of a king is among
them. God brought them out of Egypt; He
hath as it were the strength of an unicorn.
Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob,
neither is there any divination against Israel.
According to this time it shall be said of Jacob
and of Israel: What hath God wrougith! Be-
hold, the people shall rise up as a great lion,
and lift up himself as a young lion; he shall
not lie down until he eat of the prey, and
drink the blood of the slain.”

Balak being very angry, said: “‘Neither curse
them at all, nor bless them at all.” By this time
Balak should have undersicod that the curse
upon lsrael was ineffective, and that his plans
had utterly failed.

Balaam’s Plans to Curse Israel Fail

Through the intervention of God, Balaam’s
plans to curse Israel had collapsed; it was use-
less to continue and so both Balak and Balaam
made preparations to depart.

However, God was not quite finished with
Balak. He had yet another message to the king
regarding the rate of the Moabites, the sur-
rounding nations and their people in the laiter
days.

Numbers 24:17-22, 25: "I shall see him but
not now; | shall beheld him, but not nigh;
there shall come a star out of Jacob, and a
sceptre shall arise out of lsrael, and shall smite
the corners of Moab, and destroy all the child-
ren of Sheth. And Edom shall be a possession,
Seir also shall be a possession for his enemies;
and Israel shall do valiantly. Out of Jacob shalil
come He that shall have dominion, and shall
destroy him that remaineth of the city. And
when he looked on Amalek, he tock up his
parable, and said: Amalek was the first of the
nations; but hie latter end shall be that he

perish forever. And he looked on the Kenites,
and took up his parable, and said: Strong is
thy dwelling place, and thou puttest thy nest
in a rock. Nevertheless the Kenites shall be
wasted, until Ashur shall carry thee away cap-
tive. And Balaam rose up and went, and re-
turned to his place; and Balak also went his
way.'’

To Balak was shown the triumph of Jacob
and Israel over all nations and people. Speak-
ing of His chosen ones in the following gene-
rations: ~Therefore fear thou not, O My ser-
vant Jacch, saith the Lord; neither be dis-
mayed, O Israel; for, lo, 1 will save thee from
afar, and thy seed from the land of their cap-
tive; and jJacob shall return, and shall be in
rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him
afraid. For | am with thee, saith the Lord,
to save thee; though [ meake a full end of all
nations wither | have scattered thee, yet will
I not make a full end of thee, but 1 will cor-
rect thee in measure, and will not leave thee
aitogether unpunished.” Jer. 30:10, 11.
There was to come forth from Jacob the star
and the scepte, the One who is to be the ruler
of the people He now despised. The Lord was
their King and was a great power and majesty.
A star was to be the sign of His coming,

The star foretold by Balaam would herald
the birth of the Deliverer. He would wield His
sceptre in righteousness. He would exercise
absolute control over the earth and would sub-
due all evil. His kingdom would endure forever.
“The kingdoms of this world are become the
kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ and
He shall reign forever and ever.” — Rev. 11:15.

An account of Balaam’s writings had been
kept by his people. The wonderful revelations
coniained in his writings had been treasured
and recorded even in the writings of Moses.
It was said that the wise men on the east, in
their contemplation of these writings obtained
the knowledge of the star. After many years
of waiting, the star made its appearance. As
that particular star had not peen observed be-
fore, this strange phenomenom startled the wise
men. They were convinced that this was the
sign presaging the coming of Israel’s King. By
following it, they would be led to the place
where they would behold the Deliverer the
writings foretold. They travelled by night so
as to leep the star in view. The star led them
to Jerusalem, where they had expected to see
celebration and great festivity in honor to their
new born King.

“Where is he that is born King of the Jews?
For we have seen his star in the east and are
come to worship him.” The wise men entered
Jerusalem with rejoicing in their hearts, and
praise to God that their mission was fruitful.
They were providentially led to the right place,
but they were somewhat shaken at the indif-
ference of the people, and a shadow of gloom
came over them. To their earnest inquiries:
“Where is he that is born King of the Jews?
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Their words found no response. No one seemed
to know. The coming of the wise men seemed
rather to arouse suspicion, and all Jerusalem
was troubled over their strange errand. They
could have known. Did not the shepherds of
Bethlehem bring them the tidings of His birth?
“And when Herod the king had heard of these
things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with
him.” Herod suspected a plot by the priests
and rulers of Israel, and determined to get to
the bottom of it by superior cunning.

Matthew 2:4-6: “And when he had gather-
ed all the chief priests and scribes, he demanded
of them where Christ should be born. And they
said unto him: In Bethlehem of Judea; for
thus it is written by the prophet: And thou
Bethlehem in the land of Judah, art not the
least among the princes of Judah, for out of
thee shall come a governor, that shall rule My
people Israel.”

That is exactly what Herod the king wanted
to know. The pride of the haughty priests was
stung by the demand of the wily Edomite, espe-
cially at the instigation of the wise men. Their
reluctance to reply immediately to the king's
demand further aroused his suspicions. Herod
considered himself in complete control over the
land and would not tolerate any effort on the
part of the Jews to unseat him.

Mathhew 2:7-11: “Then Herod when he had
privily called the wise men, inquired of them
diligently what time the star appeared. And
he sent them to Bethlehem, and said: Go and
search diligently for the young child; and when
ye have found him, bring me word again that
I may come and worship him also. When they
had heard the king they departed, and lo, the
star which they saw in the east, went before
them, till it came and stood over where the
young child was. When they saw the star they
rejoiced with exceeding joy. And when they
were come into the house, they saw the young
child with Mary his mother, and fell down and
worshipped him: and when they had opened
up their treasures, they presented unto him
gifts, gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.”

The faith of the wise men was shaken as they
beheld the lowly circumstances and the marks
of poverty apparent in Joseph and Mary. At
first sight, they reasoned: “Could this really
be the new King? Yet, believing that they had
been divinely directed to the right place, their
faith prevailed. The wise men saw in His lowly
birth, the great Deliverer, the King of Israel.
Now being assured in their own minds, they
worshipped Him and lavished their gifts of love
upon Him. Now to bring the good news to
Herod, so that he also could worship Him.
“And being warmed of God in a dream that
they should not return to Herod, they departed
into their own country another way.”

“And he shall smite the corners of Moab, and
destroy all the children of Sheth.” This visita-
tion, in its strongest sense is to take place in
the latter days, the time the Lord exercises His
supreme authority over all His enemies. ‘“The

Lord shall go forth as a mighty man, He shall
stir up jealousy like a mighty man of war: He
shall cry, yea, roar; He shall prevail against
His enemies. | have long holden my peace; I
have been still, and refrained myself. Now
will I cry like a travailing woman? [ will destroy
and devour at once.” — Isa. 42:13, 14.

The reason today for the existence of the
Mid-East problems is the fact that the same
spirit that actuated Balaam and the king of
Moab to curse Israel still prevails among the
descendants of those nations. “They have taken
crafty council against thy people, and consulted
against thy hidden ones. They have said: Come,
and let us cut them off from being a nation;
that the name of Israel may be no more in
remembrance. For they have consulted together
with cne consent; they are confederate against
thee; the tabernacle of Edom, and the Ishmae-
lites, of Moab and the Hagarenes...” — Ps.
83:3-6.

Israel had been schooled in the laws of heaven
for the sole purpose of revealing to the world
a better way of life. Instead of responding to
something better, they preferred their own way
of life under oppression rather than to give
recognition to the principle of love and peace
the lsraelites had to offer. Rather would they
have God's system of government put out of
the way. “Come, let us cut them off from be-
ing a nation, that the name of Israel may be
no more in remembrance.” These attitudes are
the biggest hindrances to peace in the Middle
Fast. “Therefore as | live, saith the Lord of
hosts, the God of Israel, surely Moab shall be
as Sodom, and the children of Ammon as Go-
morrah, even the breeding place of nettles, and
salt pits, and a perpetual desolation; the resi-
due of my people shall spoil them, and the
remnant of My people shall possess them. This
shall they have for their pride, because they
have reproached and magnified themselves

against the people of the Lord of hosts.” —
Zeph. 2:9, 10.

The Saviour’s Visitation upon Edom

[saiah the prophet beheld an unusual sight.
It was the Saviour coming from Bozrah, the
capitol of Edom having his raiment stained with
the blood of His enemies. The sight of Him
provoked a question: Who is this?

Isaiah 63:-1-3: “Who is this that cometh
from Edom with dyed garments from Bozrah?
This that is glorious in his apparel, travelling
in the greatness of his strength? | that speak
in righteousness, mighty to save. Wherefore art
thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments
like him that treadeth in the winefat? | have
trodden the wine press alone; and of the peo-
ple there was none with me, for [ will tread
them down in mine anger, and trample them
in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled
upoen my garments, and [ will stain all my
raiment.

Christ is the truth, and if the truth cannot
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save, it destroys. The One mighty to save now
presents a gruesome contrast. His sufferings on
the cross, and the sufferings of those who bear
their own iniquity are compared. “I have trod-
den the winepress alone, and of the people
these was none with me.” At the time of the
crucifixion, the wicked pressed out Christ's last
drop of blood, and “all His disciples forsook
Him and fled.” He had to bear His bloodbath
alone. And of the ones who took part in caus-
ing affliction and suffering to come upon Him,
little did they realize that all heaven bore
witness to their murderous act, the deed that
they must give an account of before the Judge
of all the earth. Not alone those who were di-
rectly involved in the Saviour's crucifixion, but
also those who lightly regard the great sacri-
fice made in our behalf are to feel His wrath.
The murderers of Christ had never given it a
thought that some day the circumstances would
be reversed. They themselves would have to
drink of the bitter cup, Christ's human nature
shrank from drinking its contents. They them-
selves would be placed in the great winepress
of the wrath of God. Their last drop of blood
would also be pressed out. “And 1 will tread
down the pecple in mine anger, and make them
drunk in my fury, and [ will bring down their
strength to the earth.” These people had de-
parted from God, and subjected themselves to

. His wrath. They had their names on the church

books, but not in the Book of life.

Jesus had been their Saviour, and at one time
had prophesied in His name, and in His name
had cast out devils, and had done many won-
derful work. They had received many benefits
through the blessings of his ministry, but they
had not endured. Instead, Christ’'s love had
been repaid with ingratitude. “In all their afflic-
tion He was afflicted, and the angel of His pre-
sence saved them. In his love and in his pity
He redeem them and He bare them, and car-
ried them all the days of old. But they rebelled
and vexed His Holy Spirit; therefore He was
turned to be their enemy, and He fought against
them.” “For the day of vengeance is in Mine
heart and the year of My redeemed is come.”
The day of visitation had crept up upon these
people in stealthy approach and found them

unprepared for the trying ordeal that lay ahead
of them.

Baal-peor

Although the plan to curse Israel had failed,
the Moabites did not concede defeat. There was
yet one way open to cause lsrael to be sepa-
rated from God. That which had failed through
sorcery and enchantments, could yet be accom-
plished through enticement. With the aid of
beautiful Moabitish women, a curse could yet
be imposed upon Israel. To break the connec-
tion Israel had with the source of their power
would cause them to become weak, and their
destruction would be sure. The women would

prey upon the weakness of the men of Israel
through their powerful attraction and allure-
ments. The people of Israel were now on the
very borders of the promised land, ready to
cross over the Jordan to possess the land. Here
is where Satan struck hard. Following closely
on the heels of the enticements of the Moabites
women there followed also the allurements of
heathen worship. The men of Israel found them-
selves unwittingly bowing down and worship-
ping heathen idols.

Numbers 25:2-5: “And they called the peo-
ple unto the sacrifices of their gods; and the
people did eat, and bowed down to their gods.
And Israel joined himself unto Baal-peor, and
the anger of the Lord was kindled against Is-
rael. And the Lord said unto Moses: Take all
the heads of the people, and hang them up
before the Lord, against the sun, that the fierce
anger of the Lord may be turned away from
Israel. And Moses said unto the judges of Israel:
Slay ye every one his man that were joined
unto Baal-peor.” The apostasy at Jordon took
a toll of twenty-four thousand lives.

Man is the architect of his own destruction.
God destroys no one. It is the acceptance or
rejection of God’s warning message that decides
our eternal destiny. The fact that this apostasy
took place on the very borders of the promised
land, should awaken us to a sense of our own
standing before God. The apostle Paul writes:
“Now all these things happened unto them for
ensamples (margin types); and they are writ-
ten for our admonition, upon whom the ends
of the world are come. Wherefore let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” —
I Cor. 10:11, 12. People have a choice. Sal-
vation is offered to all. Perdition however will
be the lot of many. Men may try to blend these
two elements, and like Balaam the son of Beor
will try to serve both God and mammon. This
cannot be done because the path to heaven
and the road to perdition go in opposite direc-
tions. Many expect tosow to the flesh, and then
expect to cross over into the eternal world,
and at the day of reckoning pray earnestly to
God to perform a miracle, so they can also
reap the rewards of the righteous. They expect
to hear the words: “Well done, faithful ser-
vant,”” said unto them, when all their lives they
have rebelled against Him.

Let us remember that Satan’s assaults against
Christ were at the end of His ministry. The
enemy sought his utmost to cause the Saviour
to sin before His sacrifice was complete. He
tempted the Saviour to consider the sacrifice
tco great, as it was apparently beyond human
endurance. Christ could have taken steps to de-
liver Himself from His trying ordeal. But, thank
God, the Saviour did not yield to the will of
the flesh, not even on a single point. His was
a pure unblemished sacrifice. “And what shall
| say? Father, save me from this hour, but for
this cause came | unto this hour.” Being more
successful in seducing the human family, the
enemy comes upon them with great wrath.
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Those who are stifling conviction with the
thought that they can change their evil natures
by the exercise of their own will power, when-
ever they choose, that they can at will change
leaders, take this curse at the peril of their
own lives and souls. This is not easily done.
The habits of a lifetime have made such in-
roads into their character, that it requires more
than human power to resist the evil and choose
the good. “Woe to the inhabitants of the earth
and of the seal For the devil is come down
to you having great wrath, because he knoweth
that he hath but a short time.” — Rev. 12:12.
Satan's wrath will reach its climax in the time
of trouble spoken of by Daniel the prophet.
— Daniel 12:1. “But the Lord will be the hope
of His people, and the strength of the children
of Israel.” — Joel 3:16.

The Last Days of Balaam

Balaam had by this time overstepped his
bounds of grace. His opposition to God's will
was carried a bit too far. The Lord was to-
lerant with him, and allowed him a reasonable
period of time to repent. Since not availing
himself of the precious time allotted him, and
still persisting in his opposition to God, his
period of probation was about to close. God
dealt mercifully with the erring prophet until
there was no remedy. Balaam now found him-
self ensnared by his own sins, unable to extri-
cate himself. Now that he himself was separated
from heaven, instead of the Hebrews, he saw
the consequences of his evil course; he was
aware that he must soon reap what he had
sown, and perish under the visitations of God.
Balaam took no note of the fact of his ac-
countability to God while dazzled by the bright-
ness of his earthly rewards. The curse he meant
for the Israelites had now fallen upon him. Too
late, he found himself hopelessly entangled in
his own wrong doings and on the wrong side
of the conflict. God now would show him no
mercy, neither did he expect any. By his iden-
tifying himself with the enemies of God, the
nations whom the Lord had doomed to des-
truction, the prophet also became involved in
their downfall. God determined the destruction
of those nations because they were a detriment
to themselves and a curse to the world. God
would put an end to their existence as an act
of mercy. God's purposes in making a better
world, would be to replace these nations, with
their degrading heathen rites, with a righteous
kingdom patterned after the one in heaven.

This kingdom, made possible through the
great sacrifice on calvary will be inhabited by
those whom God has particularly chosen, and
will come into existence after all the gentile na-
tions would come to their end. (See Daniel 2).
Balaam, who once was a prophet of God could
have received the rewards of the righteous, but
unfortunately he preferred the rewards of divi-
nation. He could have been an example of
righteousness and integrity had he remained

true to God, but by departing from God, sin
overwhelmed him and held dominion over him.
Instead, he became an object lesson, warning
people to avoid his mistakes and his way of
life. The history of Balaam, known as the mad
prophet closes with these awesome words:

Joshu 13:22: “Balaam also the son of Beor
the soothsayer, did the children of Israel slay
with the sword among them that were slain
by them."

Balaam'’s request while under the control of
the Spirit: “Let me die the death of the righte-
ous, and let my last end be like his!” Never
materialized. He died a failure.

— R. Georgel
® % &

FLASH FLOODS IN SOUTHERN SINAI
KILL. TWO, DESTROY NA’AMA BAY

EILAT. — Two people were killed and two are still
missing after a cloudburst over southern Sinai caused
millions of pounds of damage in Na'ama Bay, about
five kilometres from Sharm e-Sheikh (Ophira) early
yesterday morning (October 21).

The victims of the flash flood — which left the tour-
ism area of Sharm looking as though it had been
hit by a hurricane — were Tzvika Ben-Natan, 35, de-
puty director of the civilian administration of Ophira,
and Ruth Fischbind of Ramat Hasharon, a soldier serv-
ing in the region.

Ben-Natan was killed when he was electrocuted by
falling cables pulled down in the freak storm. Residents
of Na'ama Bay reported that Fischbind was drowned in
an underground bunker. The army has not confirmed
the report.

Missing are a German tourist whose car was washed
into the sea and a Beduin child. Thirty-five people
miraculously escaped their Egged bus which overturn-
ed and was swept into the sea.

Tourists at the Marina Hotel were evacuated from
their rooms unhurt as the hill behind the hotel collapsed
under the rushing terrents which filled the ground-floor
rooms with water and from floor to ceiling,

Ophira itself — where the civilian settlement of 400
people is built upon a cliff overlooking the Red Sea —
came through the storm undamaged.

The Eilat-Sharm e-Sheikh road was closed to traffic
from Di Zahav after the road was damaged at the
Shahira Pass. Heavy rains also fell in Santa Katerina,
but in Eilat there were only scattered raindrops through-
out the day.

The weather bureau reported that only 2.6 mm.
of rainfall were recorded in Ophira. However, the heavy
rain came down within a space of about a quarter of
an hour. The bureau points out that because of the
low pressure system of the Red Sea, they had issued
flood warnings for the low-lying regions of southern
Sinai.

The weather bureau said that most of the rain fell
in the area of southern Sinai between Ras Nasrani
and a-Tur. Ttim reports that Beduin in southern Sinai
say there was a similar flash flood about 30 years ago
— but there was no serious damage since there was
no settlement in the area at that time.

— from The Jerusalem Post
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Rations Better in Nazi Concentration Camps
Soviets Give Inedible Food to Starving

Prisoners of Zion

TEL AVIV. — Prisoners doing hard labour
in Soviet camps are entitled by law to a diet
of 2,050 calories a day, which is less than
the 2,500 calories a day allotted to Nazi forced-
labour camp inmates in World War I, released
Prisoner of Zion Edward Kusnetzov told a
press conference yesterday. He added that most
prisoners never even get the minimum allowed
them by law, and that many are reduced to
eating weeds.

An adult doing strenuous physical labor must
receive at least 4,000 calories daily, according
to nutrition experts.

Kuznetzov, other former prisoners, and re-
latives of those still behind Soviet barbed wire
appeared at the conference to announce the
publication of the first-ever report on the med-
ical conditions of Prisoners of Zion. The re-
port, which will be sent to medical experts
throughout the world, is based on the testimony
of released prisoners, on letters smuggled out
of Soviet captivity, on families’ testimony, and
on medical examinations of released prisoners.

According to the report, the quality of food
given the prisoners is so poor that, despite
their chronic hunger, they are frequently unable
to bring themselves to eat it. Worms and parts
of the bodies of dead rats float in watery so-
called soups. Bread is often baked waste.

Kuznetsoz said that the purpose of the deli-
berate starvation of prisoners of conscience is
to turn them into weak-willed, obedient creat-
ures. The conditions in Soviet jails are in direct
contravention of Soviet law itself, he said.

Kuznetzov was one of the leaders of the 1970
plot to hijack a Soviet plane out of Russia.
He was released to the U.S. in exchange for
a Soviet spy, two other prisoners from the same
trial — Leib Khnock and Hillel Buttman —
also appeared at the press conference. Buttman.
who is under treatment for a severed ulcer dev-
eloped during his years of imprisonment, miss-
ed a hospital treatment appointment in order
to attend. .

According to the report and the ex-prisoners’
testimony, Soviet prison cells are sealed from
the outside world and contain neither water, a
bucket of any sort, or a toilet. Sewage frequent-
ly overflows from the basement and floods the
cells. In the labour camps, countless rats run
about freely, and during cold winter nights,
swarm over the prisoner’'s cots. A prisoner in
solitary confinement is allowed only two visits
to the latrine daily, and only when and if the
warden permits them.

Due to constant hunger, hard labour, and un-
speakable sanitary conditions, the prisoners suf-
fer from intestinal disorders, liver, kidney-, and
heart-disease and massive infections. A very
high percentage of the prisoners succumb to

tuberculosis, which usualy goes untreated. The
only dental treatment given to prisoners, whose
teeth deteriorate very rapidly due to malnutri-
tion, is extraction without the benefit of an
anaesthetic.

The medical staff in the camps, according to
Kutznetzo and others, are first and foremost
K.G.B. officers, for whom medicine is primarily
a means of extortion and punishment. Prison-
ers are blackmailed into informing on and be-
traying each other in return for treatment. Ab-
dominal cancer and ulscers go untreated if the
prisoner refuses to inform on his friends.

Operations, if performed at all in camp, put
the patient's life in jeopardy. One testimony
included in the reports tells of a prisoner made
to hold a lamp for the surgeon while he was
being operated on. Prisoners frequently die on
the operating table.

Most of the limited supply of drugs in pri-
sons is so old that its effectiveness has already
passed and usually the drugs only worsen the
patient’s condition.

Even in camp hospitals the sanitary condi-
tions are shocking and food rations far less
than minimal. Hospital cubicles are sealed to
light and air, and in winter the walls are co-
vered with ice. Kuznetzov added that transpor-
tation to hospitals is so difficult that it oten
results in breaking a few of the patientt’s limbs
in the process.

Dr. Yehuda Mendelson from Kiryat Shmona,
who knew the Leningrad trial prisoners in Rus-
sia, gave them preliminary check-ups after their
arrival in Israel last April. He said yesterday
that all of them showed the effects of malnu-
trition, particularly extreme lack of proteins
and vitamins. Their ordeal had especially affect-
ed their digestive systems and they all suffered
from chronic gastroenteritis in varying degrees
of severity. The state of their mouths and teeth
was shocking, he said. Despite the fact that
they were all young, their teeth were loose and
decayed. Their gums were inflamed and infect-
ed. Most of them were seriously anemic.

The sub-human living conditions in Siberia
resulted in chronic respiratory trouble and frost-
bitten hands and feet. Many of the prisoners
had impaired hearing. The latter can be a real
danger to the life of the prisoner, as failure to
adhere to a warden’s order can result in harsh
punishment.

The effects of prison could still be seen in
Sylva Zalmanson, despite the fact that she has
been in Israel since 1974, and with her brother
Israel, who came here a year ago. Mendelson
said. He added that the psychological problems
created in the camps are no less serious.

Prisoners first experience euphoria on release,

— continued on next page
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Life in Israel

by Effie Dugger

Shalom!

Once again we greet our friends in countries
around the world.

In the last few weeks Jerusalem has been
blessed with many good days of rain. We have
been praying for this, as Israel needs the rain
to replenish its water supplies. More is needed,
and we hope to have it before the rainy season
is over.

“Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and re-
joice in the Lord your God, for He hath given
you the former rain moderately, and He will
cause to come down to you the rain, the form-
er rain and the latter rain.” Joel 2:23.

The 27th and 28th verses of this same chap-
ter are also wonderful to read, “And ye shall
know that | am in the midst of Israel, and that
I am the Lord your God, and none else: and
My people shall never be ashamed. And it shall
come to pass afterward, that | will pour out my
spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall
dream dreams, your young men shall see vi-
sions.”’

The vegetable markets here are full of good
fruits and vegetables in many varieties and
colors. Oranges and grapefruit are in season
now, as well as other citrus fruits. We are
thankful for and enjoy the good fruit which the
Lord provides, and also give thanks for the
way that the Land of Israel has again become
fertile, a “land flowing with milk and honey.”

Qur singing group, the Zion Sonbeams, has
been touring the U.S.A. lately, and has been
meeting with a very good response wherever
it goes. My granddaughter, Priscilla, daughter
of Gordon and Naomi Fauth, and some of the
other young people of the church, including
children of my daughter Mary, are with the
group at present. [t is good that we have young
people like these who want to work for the
Lord, and we are thankful for the way the
Heavenly Father is blessing their efforts.

Any church or group in the U.S. which would
like to contact the Zion Sonbeams can contact:

Priscilla Fauth
Rt. 1, Box 1071
Wapato, Wash. 98951

Tel: (509) 877-2906

Jacque Christenson is back in Jerusalem with
us again. He was here several years ago, with
his mother, Gladys, from Wisc.,, U.S.A. We
enjoy having him with us, and he has been
helping us with the many jobs that need to be
done in the publishing work.

We thank all of our friends and supporters

around the world who are having a part with
us in the ministry of the Mt Zion Reporter.
May the Almighty bless each one of you, and
may He bless our joint efforts abundantly.
Please pray for us and for the work in jerusa-
lem. Remember also to pray for the peace of
Jerusalem and Israel. “Pray for the peace of
Jerusalem, they shall prosper that love thee.”

Psalms 122:6.
Shalom!

Effie Dugger

WE MUST ASK GOD’S GRACE
FOR REPENTENCE

God has often spoken to people in the past
when they do not have open Bibles to give
them clear revelation of His will. He has ways
of teaching and warning those leading the way
to destruction.

He spoke once to king Nebuchadnezzar giv-
ing him a dream of the great image of the
times of the gentiles, but the heart of the king
was wilfull, and he continued to go on with
his own purpose and folly.

God spoke again by the marvelous appear-
ing of one like the Son of God in the fiery
furnace when He saved His faithful witnesses
from harm, but again the proud king kept on
his way. Then God spoke the third time to
this great King and in a most humiliating man-
ner.

What about now? As He is the same God,
and there is nothing impossible with Him, so
He speaks even in this present age. The his-
tory of nations of the past that recognized God,
teaches us of the value of recognizing Him,
in the way they are blessed. We read about
the heathen chieftain who came from his dis-
tant domains to visit Queen Victoria. One day
he asked if she could tell him the secret of
England’s progress and greatness. In answer
the Queen just presented him with the Bible
saying: ‘“This Book of books when believed
and honored by any people, God has blessed
them."

You will find that any nation that has wel-
comed the gospel has been blessed in a spe-
cial way. God speaks now, and why don't the
people observe all that is written, and ask Him
to speak to them and to direct them? With
Him everything is possible. The Almighty who
is always ready to help us has not changed.
“Blessed are they that hear the Word of God
and keep it."” '

— By the late Elizabeth Zion
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ter Dugger,

the precious name of
| Saviour Jesus Christ.
ist, | hope this letter
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to hear that the work
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ugger. Praise God for
there to help to carry

; towards you all in
vod works you all are
Most High for giving
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Yours in the service,

Elder V.M.

sou all in good health
of the Master going
rork o the Lord here
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vorking at all times
~ve have only a very
is important to make
the Lord.
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s. We are very thank-
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We are nearly 1,000

less you.
Yours in His service

M. K.

r of “The History of
also add me any sub-
itions you may have.
fellowship with the
d and am looking for
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Yours sincerely,

B. L

and all the loved ones
was so glad to hear

the work there daily.
dl to keep up the good
o a close and we all
the good work.

y prayer to our lLord
nd other tracts to flow
;rusalem, without ceas-

ing, for it is the source of my light, and the
light to others here in my country.

Yours faihthfully,
LA W.

GHANA, WEST AFRICA. —
Dir Sir,

I am a boy of eighteen and | am a good
Christian. When 1 go to church I don’t have
any Bible to read, so one of my best friends
gave me your address and said that if [ wrote
to your mission you would send me a Bible,
including some reading books about Jesus
Christ. So please, I beg you, kindly solve my
problem for me.

Yours faithfully,
.k

USA. —
Dear Friends in Christ,

Thank you for the calendar. I like it's testi-
mony. Also enjoy “The Reporter”. God bless
all of you, and | pray for the work.

In Christian love,

¥ Es

US.A, —
Dear Sir,

Greetings in Jesus' precious name. | am pray-
ing for you and your ministry.

Thank you for mailing me the calendar, also
“The Mount Zion Reporter’”’, and also for your
letters, prayers and caring. He is coming back
again soon, and we will meet Him in the air
according to God's promise to us. Praise God!

May Geod richly bless you and your ministry
and keep you in His loving arms.

Pryerfully with love in Christ,
3 L

GHANA. —
Dear Sir,

I want to know more about God, but I
haven't got any Bible to study. 1 will be very
grateful if you send me one as [ am from a
poor home, hence my inability to buy one. 1
hope you will not disappoint me.

Yours thankfully,
E.D.

THE BANK ACCOUNT WORTHWHILE

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon
earth where moth and rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves break through and steal. But lay
up for yourselves treasures in heaven where
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves do not break through and steal.” —
These are the words of Jesus (Yahshua) as we
have them recorded in Matthew 6:19 to 21.






























