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The Holy Spirit and the Church

by Samuel K. Kamuyu

There are a number of ways in which the Spirit has a
definite relationship with the church. By church here
we mean the spiritual organism of which every true
believer is a member, regardless of external organiza-
tions. The word “‘church’ in the New Testament never
refers to a church building or to a denomination. It
always refers to a body of Christians. The Spirit’s
relationship to this group is rich in meaning for us
today. )

The Spirit Forms The Church

The Holy Spirit, in fulfilment of Christ’s promise,
came at Pentecost to open a new dimension for the
people of God. The church promised prophetically by
Christ (Matthew 16:18), was now coming into being.
The baptism of John the Baptist was with water; but
the baptism of the Holy Spirit was with fire (Luke 3
16). So at Pentecost the Spirit’s baptism came, as we
read: “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles; whether we be
bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one
Spirit.”” 1 Corinthians 12:13. As the Holy Spirit
formed Christ in the womb of Mary, so also at Pente-
cost He formed the new body of Christ, the church
mystical (1 Corinthians 12:27).

No one can enter this new body except by way of a
new birth by the Spirit. Regeneration is the require-
ment for membership (John 3:5-8). Only the redeemed
of the Lord have their names written in the Lambs
Book of Life. Men may have their names on some
church roll and may have passed the entrance require-
ments, but such men can never enter the Kingdom of

God unless they have been born again. It is possible
and highly probable that many people in the various
churches of christendom have never experienced this
ne~ birth. They are the tares that our Lord said would
grow side by side with the wheat (Matthew 13;30).
The Holy Spirit not only formed the church at
Pentecost but He also adds to it all those who are truly
saved. The Spirit works in a mysterious way in giving
birth to new members of this mystical body of Christ.
We know not how many will be in this body. The
Spirit throughout this present age is constantly adding
new members to the body of Christ. When the final
believer shall have been regenerated, then Christ will
return. But up to the present time the invitation is still
offered: “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. . .
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will
let him take the water of life freely.”’ Revelation 22:17.

The Spirit Inhabits The Church

Each individual, each regenerated member of the
church, is indwelt by the Holy Spirit. He becomes, at
the moment of his spiritual birth, a temple of the
Spirit of God, “Know ye not that your bodies are the
members of Christ? Know ye not that your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye
have of God, and ye are not vour own?”” 1 Corinthians
6:15, 19. Again we read in 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17:
“Know ve not that ye are the temple of God, and that
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you! If any man defile
the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the
temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.” The
church of redeemed believers will continue to be the
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eternal abode of the spirit, as we read in Ephesians
2:19-22: “Now therefore ye are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of
the household of God; and are built upon the founda-
‘tion of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself
being the chief corner stone; in whom all the building
fitly framed together groweth unto a holy temple in
the Lord: in whom ye also are builded together for a
habitation of God through the Spirit.”

The Spirit dwelling in all believers and in the true
church is one of the distinctive features of the age of
grace that we are living in. Never will the Spirit leave
the soul of the one who has been made a new creature
by the Spirit.

The Spirit Governs The Church

The church has only one head, namely, Christ
Jesus the Lord. Any mere man who puts himself at the
head of the church takes a place that does not belong
to him. The Spirit as the Executive of the Godhead, is
the one sent forth to govern the church while on earth.

This fact is proven in the book of Acts. By way ol
review, and with addition of other illustrative passages,
we note some of the ways this administration is
carried on. In the first place, the Holy Spirit appoints
the human leaders placed over the churches (Acts
20:28). These men should be “filled with the Spirit”
(Acts 6:3). The Holy Spirit, in the next place, helps
the church to decide important cases of doctrine and
practice (Acts 15:28). Then, the Holy Spirit selects
men as missionaries, sends them out, and determines
the field of their service (Acts 13:2-4; 16:6-10).

Finally, when individual churches are in need of
warning, rebuke, or encouragement, the spirit speaks
the appropriate word. At the close of each of the
letters to the seven churches of Asia (Revelation 2 and
3), we read this important statement: “He that hath an
ear let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”
These were messages addressed to the churches that
Paul and the other Apostles helped to establish. The
Spirit is carrying on in these letters, His ministry of
governing the churches. The notes to each church is
authoritative, because it is the voice of the Spirit of
God. The diagnosis of each church’s condition is
" absolutely true. It comes from the searching eye of
the Spirit who ‘‘searcheth all things, yea, the deep
things of God™ (1 Corinthians 2:10).

The Spirit Equips The Church

The Church in this present age must function
through human instrumentalities. The Spirit uses those
who are called into this new body. In fact, He is the
One who gives spiritual gifts to the church for the
various ministries committed to it. We shall note here
some of the ways in which the Spirit equips the church.

The Word Of God: In the sixth chapter of Ephesians
Paul compares the Christian to a soldier. He lists a
number of implements of warfare. All of these are
essential in the Christian’s battle against the world. the
flesh, and the devil. All of the implements mentioned
are for defense, except one. That one is the most
important of all, because it is “*the sword of the Spirit,
which is the Word of God” (Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews
:2).

The church has been instructed with the Word of
God during this present age. From the word the church

has drawn its instruction, its creed, its interpretation,
its practices — in fact, everything that the church
needs. The Spirit has providentially guided the church
in the understanding and application of the truths of
the Bible. The progress of doctrine in the history of
Christianity has been in line with the unfolding of the
great truths that the church has needed in successive
periods in her spiritual pilgrimage and spiritual warfare.

The Diversities Of Gifts: In studying the Old Testa-
ment doctrine of the Spirit we see how the Spirit came
upon men at special times for different functions. On
some He came for governing abilities, on others He
came for artistic and scientific wisdom, on others he
came for superhuman strength and courage. In the
New Testament period we find that the Spirit likewise
equips believers with supernatural power for the
different jobs He would have them do.

In Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians we are told that
the risen Lord gave gifts unto men. The passage that
concerns us here reads as follows: ‘“‘Wherefore he saith,
When he acevded up on high, he led captivity captive,
and qee o s ynto men. . .And he gave some, apostles;
and Sow ¢ prophets; and some evangelists; and some,
pastors and te hers; for the perfecting of the saints,
for the work o, the iministry, for the edifving of the
body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a
perfect man unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ: that we henceforth be no more child-
ren, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but
speaking truth in love, may grow up into him in all
things, which is the head, even Christ: from whom the
whole body fitly joined together and compacted by
that which every joint supplieth, according to the
effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in
love.”” Ephesians 4:8, 11-16.

The above passage shows that the exalted Lord gave
gifts unto the church. These gifts are apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors and teachers. The church is in need
of all these gifts. This passage also shows why these
gifts were given: for the building of the church and the
purifying of the church. The church must be edified in
love. The church also must be kept pure in doctrine
and Christians must be established in the truth. The
Lord has given to His church men equipped for this
purpose also. In this passage the church is galled the
body of which Christ is the head. The head supplies
the gifts to the body for the completion and perfecting
of the church.

There is also another side of this subject which
shows the Spirit’s ministry in connection with these
spiritual gifts. The Spirit is here on earth, helping to
bring about the completion of Christ’s mystical body.
In 1 Corinthians chapter 12 we read that, “There are
diversities of gifts, but the same spirit.”” 1 Corinthians
12:4. We read further: “‘But the manifestation of the
Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one
is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another
the word of knowledge by the same Spirit, to another
faith by the same Spirit: to another the gifts of healing
by the same-Spirit; to another the working of miracles;

(continued on page 16)
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Jerusalem

by Sarah Fauth

Let’s begin with the name ‘Jerusalem’. The original
name of the city was ‘Irusalem’, meaning “‘to found”’.
[t was also called ‘Salem’ (Peace) in ancient times,
(Genesis 14:18. Psalms 76:1, 2). The version of the
name which we have today — Jerusalem — means
“foundation of peace”.

Jerusalem is rich in history. It is nearly forty centuries
old. The first Biblical prophecies concerning Jerusalem
are found in Deuteronomy chapter 12. Six prophetic
verses throughout this chapter define Jerusalem as: the
place God chose for His habitation, the only city on
earth where God would place His name, the place from
which He would speak to His people and where they
would offer sacrifices to Him in worship.

Jerusalem was the beloved home of the Psalmist,
King David, and is often referred to as ‘David’s City’.
Although Jesus, the “Son of David”, was born in
Bethlehem (six miles from Jerusalem) and raised in
Egypt and Nazareth, it was at Jerusalem where he was
to fulfill the great mission for which He came down to
earth. It was in Jerusalem where He offered Himself as
the all-embracing sacrifice for the atonement of man-
kind, as prophesied in Isaiah 53:5: “He was wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities.”

By the sacrificing of God’s own son, Heaven won its
greatest victory over Satan and hell, banishing the
power of death forever. The Garden Tomb in Jerusalem
— the tomb from which Jesus was resurrected — can
still be seen, as a witness of that great victory. Still, the
most glorious event ever to occur at Jerusalem is yet to
come. For as Jesus ascended to Heaven from the
Mount of Olives, He will in likemanner return — to
redeem the children of the Kingdom and set up the
New Jerusalem from which He will rule the world.
“The sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not
give her light. And the stars of the heaven shall fall,
and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken. And
then shall they see the son of man coming in clouds
with great power and glory.”’ Mark 13:24-26.

Yes, Jerusalem has had a marvelous past and even
more marvelous things are yet in store for her, accord-
ing to Bible prophecy. As we go on, I will relate certain
facts about the structure of the city today, how it ties
in with the ashes of historical events which took place
on her soil, and testifies of the glory with which she
will be crowned in the soon coming Kingdom of Christ.

“Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised in the
city of our God in the mountain of His holiness.
Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is
Mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the
great King. " Psalms 48:1, 2. Jerusalem, situated on the
peak of the rolling hills of Judea, possesses an extra-
ordinary blend of the new and the old. The aged
churches and towers of the walled east side of the city
stand proudly alongside the sparkling highrise buildings
of the New City (outside the walls) on the west side.
The structures of the Old City, though not competing
in size with the tall modern buildings of downtown
New Jerusalem, outrank them by far in strength and
character.

The present walls of the Old City were built in
1537-1540 by the Ottoman ruler, Sultan Suleiman. At
this time the old walls around the city, some of which
dated back to the 2nd Temple period, were in almost
complete ruin, following a period of repeated devasta-
tion of the city, beginning with its destruction by
Rome in 70 A.D. (as prophesied by Christ in Luke
19:44), and ending with the systematic destruction of
the city by the Moslems in the early 1200’s.

The Golden Gate, through which Christ passed on His
last journey into Jerusalem. (Matthew 21:4-9).

Suleiman ordered the walls rebuilt to protect the
inhabitants of the city against Bedouin bandits. He
commanded his engineers to rebuild the walls on the
original foundations. However, after this monumental
task was completed, it was discovered that a mistake in
the plans had resulted in part of Mount Zion being left
outside of the walls. The architect in charge is said to
have been executed for this blunder. Except for this
deviation, these walls, which survive to the present,
follow the same course as those of the 2nd Temple
period, even in places using the ancient foundations
and stones of the original.

There were eleven gates into the city altogether, but
four of these have since been sealed, leaving only seven
open gates today. It may or may not be significant, but
the number seven (the Sabbatical number) is favoured
in the Bible. Another interesting point concerning
numbers, is that the inside of the Golden Gate (Matthew
21:4-9) is, in fact, divided into two gates: one called
the Repentance Gate, the other the Mercy Gate.
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Looking at it this way, the city actually has twelve
gates, which is also the number of gates that the
New Jerusalem will have in God’s Heavenly Kingdom
(Revelation 21:12).

Zion Gate in the south wall on Mount Zion, with bullet
and shell holes dug deeply into almost every brick of its
structure.

The two largest and busiest gates into Jerusalem are
Jaffa Gate and Damascus Gate. The other gates in
current use are: Lion’s Gate or Saint Steven’s Gate, in
the east wall; Herod’s Gate, in the north wall; New
Gate, in the north-western corner of the wall; Dung
Gate, in the south wall, which is the closest gate to the
Temple Mount; and Zion Gate, in the south wall on
Mount Zion, also called in Hebrew ‘“The Gate of the
Prophet David”, as it is near his tomb. The Zion Gate
bares heavy signs of past wars; bullet and shell holes
are dug into almost every brick of its structure.

The gates which have been closed are: the Triple
Gate; the Double Gate; the Single Gate, which leads
into King Solomon’s underground stables; and the
Golden Gate, facing Mount Olives.

It is not hard to see why there are so many songs
about the Golden Gate, or Eastern Gate, as it is also
called, through which Christ passed on his last journey
into Jerusalem (prophesied in Zechariah 9:9; fulfilled
in Matthew 21:4-9). Ezekiel 44:1-3 says that after the
Messiah passes through the gate, it would be sealed.
This prophecy has also been fulfilled, and as one gazes

at these magnificent sealed archways, one feels the
impact of a great surge of poetic-like immobility. Itis as
if all time stands still, as if time has been unmovable
since Christ passed through, and as if the air is still
vibrantly echoing with hosannas.

There is a centuries old Moslem cemetery on the
steep hillside directly outside the sealed gate. The
Moslems located it there because, according to Jewish
law, a Jew of the priesthood is not allowed to pass
through a cemetery; and they, therefore, thought that
this would hinder the Jewish Messiah from coming.

On the Mount of Olives, across the valley, there is an
extensive Jewish cemetery, covering an almost entire
side of the mountain. Many Jews believe that those
buried on the Mount of Olives will be the first to be
resurrected.

From the Mount of Olives, one can see the entire
city of Jerusalem spread out below. It is an awesome
sight to behold. One wonders if it is a much different
sight from that which Jesus beheld as He stood on this
holy mountain and wept over the city: “O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem!” How heavy the Saviours heart was then,
knowing the destruction that would soon befall His
beloved city! But even as Christ knew that the children
of Jerusalem would be punished for their wickedness,
and that the land would be desolate (Matthew 23:37,
38), He also knew that someday another age would be
ushered in, the age spoken of by the prophets of old —
“Proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. . .And they
shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the
former desolations, and shall repair the waste cilies,
the desolations of many generations.’ Isaish 61:2-4.

Jerusalem, as seen from Mount Olives, an unique blend of
the new and the old.

Jerusalem is populated by layer upon layer of
ancient civilizations. Today excavations of the city’s
walls, can be viewed, one built upon another, extending
downward farther than the eye can follow. This is
surely the “waste cities” and the ‘“‘desolation of many
generations” spoken of by Isaiah, the prophet. Now is
the time when God is giving unto Zion “‘beauty for
ashes”.

“The Lord shall inherit Judah his portion in the
Holy Land, and shall choose Jerusalem again. Be silent
all flesh, before the Lord. For he is raised up out of
his Holy habitation.”’ Zechariah 2:12, 13. “When
the Lord shall build up Zion, he will appear in his

glory.” Psalms 102:16.
(continued on page §)
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The Lord’s Work
Around The Worlid...

Praise the Lord! His love continues to shine forth
from lives consecrated to Him. We daily receive
wonderful uplifting testimonies and reports from
fellow labourers in all parts of the world who are
working vigorously in His vineyard reaping much fruit
for the Kingdom. Hallelujah! In this wicked world in
which we live, the harvest is truly great and the
labourers few. As the world continues to darken, may
we all shine forth as a candle that’s lit, guiding many
onto the path of righteousness.

Gordon Fauth

Congregation in Tulwetab Mosonik, Bomet, Kenya, East
Africa.

Report from West Godavari, Andhra Pradesh,
South India

Dear Brother,

We convey our best greetings in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

We submit the following report: We conducted a
Gospel campaign. There was some hindrance owing to
rains. We conducted the campaign among the hill-
tribes. They live in mountainous places. They do not
know anything about Jesus Christ. They adore other
gods. We told them about the Lord and asked them to
give up idol worship. Nearly 50 people heard us with
apt attention. 10 people showed much interest. The
total people who came to the meetings were nearly
200. Before the meetings we went around the villages
in procession with musical instruments singing devo-
tional songs. We all returned home after the successful
cambpaign without any ill-health. Much work is to be
done in these places.

The Orphanage is being run well. My daughter Grace
is looking after it. All the children send their best
Christian greetings to you all.

May the Father of Heaven bless you.

Yours in His service,
Elder S. Matthew
{ Overseer of India)

Report from Kanyakumari, South India

Elder Gordon Fauth,

My most beloved brother in Christ. Greetings in
Jesus precious Name. Peace and grace be unto you
through our Lord Christ Jesus.

By His infinite grace we are all well and happy in
Him. Thank you for your kind letter. which you sent
me. I was late in replying because I was very busy in
the ministry of our Lord.

We now have 370 churches in South India. No time
to rest. Day and night we are working in His ministry.

,Our faith ministry is growing by His grace. You know,

India is not a Christian country but the Lord is always
keeping us and providing everything.

I am expecting your prayers every day and all of
your possible help for this great ministry. Thank you.
God bless you.

I am yours in Him,
Pastor A.G. Philip

Church under construction in Palamoc, Philippines. Elder
Ralph Perry reports that 25 precious souls were baptised
here.
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Report from Port Harcourt, Cross River State,
Nigeria, West Africa

Dear Elder Fauth,

Greetings in Jesus’ saving Name.

How are you Elder Gordon Fauth and the members
of the Mount Zion Reporter? I am thankful to God
for His providence in retaining you there in Jerusalem
at this perilous time. Your efforts are greatly felt and
witnessed throughout the whole world. And I pray
that your efforts will be enhanced and blessed as long
as you continue in His goodness. Praise Him!

The Almighty God is constantly adding into this
Church. The secret behind the flowing in of new
members is beyond our understanding. The promise of
Jesus in John 6:37, 44, 65 that: “No man can come
unto me except the Father draws him’ is accurately
being fulfilled, and we pray that our good God should
continue the more.

There was a baptismal ceremony. The names of
those baptised are: Brother America Emmanuel,
Sister Blessing D. Frank, Sister Nma Umah and Brother
Saturday O. Ukadike. The brethren jointly accompanied
them to Idu-Water Side with joyfuf and melodious
choruses. There they were baptised. Thus they were
received into the family of God.

You should not fail to pray for the progress of this
Church. Love and best wishes to you.

Yours in that blessed hope,
E. O. Ukadike

Congregation in Molo. Kenya, East Africa.

Congregation in Ogba, Port Harcourt, Nigeria, West Africa.

Baptismal service in Ogba, Port Harcourt, Cross River
State, Nigeria, West Africa.

Report from Ikot Inyang, Cross River State,
Nigeria, West Africa

Dear Elder Fauth,

Greetings to you in the name of our beloved Saviour
Yashua!

Thank you for the packet of tracts sent to me. The
demand for tracts, in the spreading of the message, is
really great on this side of the world. It is the Mount
Zion Reporter plus our local efforts which contribute
a lot to this need. I have to request that you kindly
send more for distribution.

The little flock here at Ikot Inyang is still growing
in the Lord. We believe that the Lord will see us
through all our problems.

Greetings to your family and the Reporter Staff.

Peace be with you,
John D. Ekah

L S S S SRS S EEEEESE &

“GO YE INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PREACH
THE GOSPEL TO ALL CREATION...THE HARVEST
IS PLENTIFUL, BUT THE WORKERS ARE FEW.
THEREFORE, BESEECH THE LORD OF THE
HARVEST TO SEND OUT WORKERS INTO HIS
HARVEST. . .WE MUST WORK THE WORKS OF
HIM WHO SENT ME, AS LONG AS IT IS DAY;
NIGHT IS COMING, WHEN NO MAN CAN WORK. ..
HE WHO IS WISE WINS SOULS.”

(Mark 16:15; Matt. 9:37-38; John 9:4; Prov. 11:30)
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Aerial view of the Old City of Jerusalem facing Mount Olives, with Jaffa Gate in the foreground. The large dome shaped
building directly beneath Mount Olives marks the spot where the Second Temple once stood.

JERUSALEM
(continued from page 5)

“And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great
city, the holy city Jerusalem, decending out of heaven
from God, having the glory of God: and her light was
like unto Jasper stone, clear as crystal; and had a wall
great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the twelve
gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which
are the names of the twelve tribes of Israel.”
Revelation 21: 10-12. O

o o Ak ko ok Ak N R OR

CHRIST’S WORDS ON ONE OF JERUSALEM’S
OLDEST LANDMARKS

“Talitha Kumi” (in Aramaic, Damsel Arise) were
the words Jesus spoke when He brought the maiden to
life, as recorded in Mark 5:41.

Today these words stand in big, gold, bold letters,
underneath a giant clock on the monument of an old
building in the center of Jerusalem.

The words and the wall on which they are plaqued,
were taken from the former ‘‘Talitha Kumi Christian
Orphanage for Girls”’.

The Talitha Kumi building was one of the first
constructions outside the gates of the Old City, but,
as time passed, West Jerusalem grew and the orphanage
aged, was put out of use, and became hidden behind
some of the many towering buildings of the downtown
area.

Eventually, a plan‘was proposed to clear it away and
put another construction in its place. However, officials
in the City favored preserving the ancient landmark
and decided to move a small part of the building into
the neighboring Hamashbir square.

Therefore, the words of Jesus are now in plain view
and boldly tower over Jerusalem. As one observes the
phenomenon of such in this non-Christian state, and
reads the giant clock installed above Christ’s words,
the Spirit’s interpretation seems to be — the time has
:ome for this damsel (this city) to arise.

“And he took the damsel by the hand, and saith
unto her, Talitha Cumi.” |
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Life in Israel

by Naomi Fauth

Shalom!

Once again it is time to greet you all in the name of
our blessed Messiah and Saviour. I trust you are well
and enjoying Heaven’s blessings.

We are all well here and the work of the Lord is
progressing in a good way.

How thrilling it is to be living in these end times,
when all prophesied events are coming into fulfillment,
gach passing day bringing the Messiah’s return closer.
There is a Hebrew expression which I love so much. It
is Ha Meshiach Ya-Vo (The Messiah is coming)! The
Jewish people say it to one another when inflation
takes a turn for the worse, when the country is
threatened with war, or when some other unbearable
circumstance comes their way. It is an expression of
comfort and hope. As if to say — “The Messiah will
come and change all this.” Ha Meshiach Ya-Vo!
Hallelujah!

It is winter here now, but today there is not a cloud
in the sky and the sun is shining nicely. Just recently
we had rainy weather for about a week, so this is a
pleasant change.

I wanted to make it to the market today, but it got
rather late, so I decided to write my piece for the
Reporter instead. The open-air market downtown, off
Jaffa street, is where I like to do my shopping. Besides
selling fruits, vegetables and fresh fish and bread, the
Machanayehuda — as it is called in Hebrew — has about
everything else one could think of. There are stalls of
assorted trinkets, small boothes selling threads and
zippers, special shops with sheets and blankets for sale,
and there are the sweets and cookie stores with dozens
of different kinds of products which they keep in bins
and dish out by the kilo, and the nut and noodle shops
with varieties of nuts and noodles in huge sacks. There
are even shops which sell only many different kinds of
olives. Then, of course, there are the merchants who
stand and peddle any number of items from tennis
shoes to slices of fresh coconut and bouquets of
flowers. When shopping at the market, you must learn
the art — much practised here — of bargaining with the
merchants to get the price down. At the market in the
0ld City, and other shopping places there, bargaining is
even more necessary. It is accepted that the initial
price of an item be twice the amount that it should be,
and if you don’t bargain to bring it down they will
think you are rich and overcharge you. The most
common method of bargaining is simply to walk off if
the price is too high; then most likely they will call
you back with a lower price. This can go on for some
time before the price is right.

Already people here are preparing for the Jewish
holiday of Hanukka; everywhere the shops are selling
sougvaniot, a special doughnut with strawberry jam
that is eaten only during Hanukka season, and every-
one is buying up a good stock of Hanukka candles
which are an important part of the holiday.

You may have heard the news that Aliza Begin, wife
of Prime Minister Menachem Begin, has passed away.
The Israeli Prime Minister will need much prayer at

this time of sorrow, while he shoulders, in addition,
responsibility for the governing of Israel.

Israel seems to be, more often than not, in stormy
waters and facing much adversity. And if there is any-
thing the people of Israel need in this age when so
many seck their destruction, it is friends, or comforters,
as it says in Isaiah 40: “Comfort ye, comfort ye my
people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to
Jerusalem. and cry unto her, that her warfare is
accomplished, that her iniquity Iis pardoned.”’ The
Jewish people are beginning to see that their closest
and truest friends are Bible-believing Christians.
Recently after one of our neighbors asked and was told
what we believed about Israel and the Bible, she said,
“QOh, then you're Jews already!” The Hebrew people
are feeling more and more one with true Christians,
who share their love and knowledge of the ancient
scriptures. 1 myself am always moved when I hear
Rabbis preaching the same prophecies, about Russia
coming down and the different things, which my
father preached all his life.

We are happy to have two visitors with us at present.
Brother Matthew of Nigeria and Brother Elias Perales
of California, U.S.A. Brother Perales toured Mexico
with The Zion Son Beams and brought with him to
Jerusalem a lovely plaque to be presented to the Son
Beams from the brethren in Mexico.

(continued on page 11)
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Fishermen fixing their nets at the Sea of Galilee. Galilee is
still the source of livelihood for many fishermen today as it
was in Peter’s time. The scenes along its shores, which have
probably not changed much since then, bring vividly to life
that familiar biblical passage of scripture in Mark 1:14-20
where Christ calls the group of fishermen on Galilee’s shores:
“Jesus came into Galilee preaching the gospel of the King-
dom of God. Now as he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw
Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea, for
they were fishers. And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after
me, and I will make you to become fishers of men. And
straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him. And
when he had gone a little further thence, he saw James the
son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the
ship mending their nets. And straightway he called them: and
they left their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired
servants, and went after him.”
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Extracts From Readers’® Letters

JAPAN. —
Dear Sirs,
Please receive my subscription fee for ‘‘The Mount
Zion Reporter’ for two years.
Thank you,
T.N.

CAYENNE, FRENCH GUYANE. —
Dear Elder Fauth,

Shalom! Holy greetings to you and family from the
saints in Cayenne.

Hoping these lines meet you and your family
enjoying the best of health in Jesus’ merciful name.
Hallelujah!

We are all thankful to know of the progress of the
work of the Lord in the Holy Land.

I can shout and sing unto God for the strength and
courage He has given me. Although I am 82 years old,
I am doing my best to carry the gospel message to
others. Praise God for the breath of life.

I do enjoy reading ‘“The Mount Zion Reporter’ with
testimonies and news from Israel. I do believe God’s
hand is keeping the ministry with an abundant blessing.

We are hearing about Israel and her ememies’
surroundings. The Prince of Peace will make her a
burdensome stone for her enemies. The time is short
now, this message of the Gospel is very urgent.

Please pray for us in Cayenne, whilst we are doing
the same for you.

May Heavenly blessings be forever with you and the
staff.

Your Sister in the faith,
G:E.

GUADELOUPE. —
Dear Sir,

I greet you in the name of Jesus the Saviour. For His
sake, I beg you to excuse me for disturbing you.

I am a Bible student and have met a gentleman who
has surprised me with certain information. He has
given me your address and told me to write to you for
further information.

If you have a few pamphlets, send them to me. I
want to be saved with the Lord Jesus at the time of His
coming. Please answer me as soon as possible, for I am
awaiting your answer with patience.

I thank you in advance hoping to hear from you
soon.

Yours very truly,
R.D.

MARYLAND, U.S.A. —
Dear Gordon Fauth,

I appreciate your letter so much.

I have been a long time friend of Israel. I have
watched Israel rise to power and take her place in a
cruel world.

I've written Prime Minister Menachem Begin and
told him that God has called him to lead his nation.
And, all the strength of the armies of the earth cannot
eject Israel into the Mediterranean Sea. ‘“Take courage,
do not give away any territory to appease a few. God
has given you all the land. What God gives is good.”

Mr. Begin wrote me a very heart-warming letter and
said he would continue to do all he could to keep
Israel strong.

I pray daily for Prime Minister Begin, the peace of
Jerusalem (Psalms 122:6), and the salvation of Israel.

My wife and I have been to Israel twice. We hope to
visit again soon.

After Israel invaded Lebanon, I began to search the
Scriptures and was amazed that two verses leaped from
the pages, Isaiah 35:2; 60:13. Israel shall be given
Lebanon! Lebanon now has freedom for the first time
in 7 years. This was a direct answer of the prayers of
many Lebanese Christians. Lebanon was a beautiful
country when I was there. I pray that they will retain
their freedom.

We here in America get a biased news report from
a liberal press. I have to depend on other sources for
the truth.

May God richly bless you as you labor for Him.

Yours in His service,
C.M.M.

MEXICO. —
Dear Sir,

I greet you most respectfully and at the same time
wish to inform you of the following: My name is
C.A.G., I am Salvadoran. At the present moment I am
a minister of the Church of the Universal God of Israel,
and we have about ten congregations in El Salvador,
Central America.

The reason for my writing to you is that I had the
opportunity to read the paper of which you are editor.
At present I am mainly interested in getting to know
more profoundly your organization.

May God bless you.

Very truly yours,
C.AG.

NEW ZEALAND. —
Dear Brother Fauth,

On behalf of the Elders, Sisters and Brothers from
our little group in Ofara, I would like to extend to you
all our sincere greetings of love through the name of
our precious Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

It is a pleasure and joy to receive your letter and to
learn about God’s work over there. Praise God for
what He has enabled His workers to do in His fields.

We will' continue praying for you all and for the
peace of Jerusalem. We thank God for all your prayers
for us.

May the love and grace of God the Father and His
Son Jesus Christ be with us all.

Your Sister in Christ,
L.J.

INDIA. —
Dear brother in Christ,

Greetings to you in the sweet-smelling name of the
Rose of Sharon.

We consider it a privilege to correspond with you.
We would like to introduce ourselves: We are a group
of Muslim converts. We especially work among
Muslims, with the vision to bring them into the salva-
tion of Christ and change them to ‘firing witnesses’ for
the mighty Saviour.

Our loving God has given us an opportunity to read
your magazine ““The Mount Zion Reporter” and we
found that it is extremely good and helpful. May we
request you to send us your magazine regularly.
Thanks.

May I request the readers of your magazine to pray
for us. _

Yours in His Garden,
T.M.
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On the hills, in the background of this photo, can be seen
a new fast growing southern suburb of Jerusalem called Gilo.
In the foreground are two of our recent visitors, Elder Elias
Perales of Los Angeles, California and Elder C. A. Matthew
of Cross River State, Nigeria. On the right is Elder Albert
Babisha. The photo was taken near his home in Beit Jala, a
small village close to Bethlehem.

The Sea of Galilee where it meets the Jordan River.
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STEP BY STEP

He does not lead me year by year,
Or even day by day:

But step by step my paths unfold:
My Lord directs my way.

Tomorrow’s plans I do not know -
I only know this minute:

But He will say, “This is the way,
By faith now walk ye in it.”

And I am glad that it is so -

Today’s enough to bear;

And when tomorrow comes, His grace
Shall far exceed its care.

What need to worry, then, or fret?
The God who gave His Son
Holds all my moments in His hand,
And gives them one by one.

— Barbara C. Ryberg










































