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God Is Light

by Pastor U.E.A. Essien

“This is the message we have heard from him and
proclaim to you, that God is light and in him is no
darkness at all.”” 1 John 1:5. This harmoniously
corresponds o the Psalmist’s claim in Psalms 92:15,
“To show that the Lord is upright; he is my rock, and
there is no unrighteousness in him.” In 1 John 3:11, 12,
we read, “For this is the message which you have heard
from the beginning, that we should love one another.”

This message is a direct concern to the true remnants
of the Holy Family of God. The actions love and light
are interchangeable with an effective result. God as the
creator of all things has an jinherently, radiant light
because He created light first for illumination (Genesis
1:3-5). The divinely radiant light reveals the depth of
God’s love for His creation. Brother John emphasizes
that light and love attribute God’s character in dealing
with mankind and His universal dominion. This
illustrative dealing with mankind indicates God’s
definite benevolence, literal and figurative meaning of
divine distribution of the Heavenly Father’s loving
kindness, blessings and goodnéss towards His universal
creation.

God is light and love (1 John 4:7-12). If we are truly
members of the heavenly family, we must love because
we are born of God. When we love as He loves, we
bestow His divine nature and attributive works. ‘“‘He
who does not love does not know God. . .for God
is love.”” Brother John’s further statement in 1 John
3:17, 18, holds us captive. Love is the fulfilling of the
law and this is the radiant light of our conduct.
(Romans 13:8-10).

f

“But if any one has the world’s goods and sees his
brother in need, yet closes his heart to him (does not
lend his brother a helping hand) how does God’s love
abide in him?” “Little children, let us not love in word
or speech, but in deed and truth.”” This is exactly what

Brother James means (in James 2:8-18) of professicm*r i

of faith without works. “So speak ye, and so do, as they
that shall be judged by the law of liberty.”’

Therefore the Messiah’s affirmative assertion, “If
ye continue in my word, then ye are my disciples
indeed, and ye shall know the truth and the truth shall
make you free. . For the commandment is a lamp, and
the law is light, and reproofs of instruction are the way
of life.”” John 8:31, 32; 6:14; Proverbs 6:23.

He further states this in John 8:12, 7T am the light
of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in
darkness, but shall have the light of life.”’ Our Saviour
became a light bearer because He was submissive to

His Father’s commandments and commanded His~*-#

followers to do the same. “As the Father has loved me,
so have I loved you, abide in my love. If ye keep my
commandments, continue ye in my love, just as [.
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in
his love.” ;
When we strictly and sincerely obey the Lord and

‘keep His commandments it automatically attaches us
- to the love of the Father and His Son. “By this we

know that we love the children of God, when we love
God, and keep his commandments. For this is the love
of God, that we keep his commandments.”” 1 John
5:2, 3. By showing the work of the Messiah’s faith in

-,
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His Father, He says, “For even the Son of Man came
not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give
his life a ransom for many.’” Mark 10:45.

Our Heavenly Father grants us His Holy Spirit — 2
force that instigates and enlivens our actions to love.
God’s Holy Spirit is an indwelling person, part of His
divine power working in our individual human lives to
finish God’s real purpose in our lives. “If ye love mie,

“~keep-my~covrmmmtime il d-wiilawey (he Father,
and he will giveYou another comforter that he may
abide with you forever. . .But the comforter, which is
the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things
to your remembrance, whdtsoever I have said unto
you.” John 14:15, 26.

As we have noted before, love and light have an
interchangeable effect in their action. When we obey,
it produces light, and light conforms us to the sonship
of God. “Let your light so shine before men, that they
see your good works and give glory to vour Father
who is in heaven.’”’ Matthew 5:16.

Acts 5:32, proves that obedience is a medium
through which we gain the gifts of the Holy Spirit. In
all Scriptures, love is a significant factor recommended
for our services to God. “Hear, O Israel; The Lord our
God, the Lord is one, and you shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your mind, and
with all your strength. The second is this, you shall
love your neighbour as yourself. There is no other
commandment greater than these.”’ Mark 12:29-31,

Brother Paul, who knows well the development and
function of love, declares in 1 Corinthians 13:8, that

. prophecies, tongues and knowledge are imperfect and

will, in time, pass away. But in verse 13 he says three

~~ things form good characteristics of Christian conduct:

faith, hope and love; but the greatest among the three

is love. It was by God’s perfect love that He sent His

beloved Son to save the world from sin — the trans-
gression of God’s immutable law (1 John 3:4).

The Saviour’s statement in John 8:12, proves His
Father’s love and illuminating light (compare John
3:16; 9:5).This embodies and manifests His character-
able act.

When the early disciples of Messiah accepted the
endorsement of the version of this process, they
brought love and unity into action, thereby, generating
the wave of the ingredient of the light of their lives.
Ananias and Saphira his wife were the exception. They
kept back from the Lord part of the price of their sold
possessions. How many good and honest Christians
today think they sell all to the Lord; yet bring not the
price of their possessions to lay at His feet for use in
His work? (Acts 4:32-37; Philippians 2:1-10).

We must be careful that we are putting our talents
and possessions to use in His work, that we are being
truly shining lights for Him: The Scriptural command
is: “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its
taste, how shall its saltiness be restored. It is no longer
good for anything except to be thrown out and
trodden underfoot by men. A city set on a hill cannot
be hid. . .For I tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and pharisees (the hypocrit-
ically religious sects who did not practice what they

preached) you will never enter the kingdom of Heaven.”’

Because ‘“love is the fulfilling of the law” true
conversion generates love, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control,
and this is what the Bible calls the fruit of the Holy
Spirit of God (Galatians 5:22, 23). The.components of
love are joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, gentleness and self-control.

Christ the Saviour of the world was sent through
God’s love, and He became the light of the world (Acts
10:38, 39; Luke 24:19-21). We are to be bearers of this
light. His loyalty and submission to His Father’s
commandments afforded Him to perform healing
works, miracles, benevolence, and finally gave Him the
courage to give up His life as a ransom for all. His
obedience to His Father’s commandments gave Him
victory over the agony of death on the cross, thus
bringing the ultimate reward of God’s salvation to
mankind. The early apostles, through their obedience
to His commandments, received the spiritual endow-
ments — love, healings, miracles and finally the
rendering of the New Testament Scriptures as a
complete testimony of the Word of God (Revelation
1:1-3;22:13).

Though many do not believe that the practice of
love, which is the most Christian obligatory act, is to be
exercised from the cradle to the grave by all the true
disciples of Messiah, down to our age, once we are
aware of the fact that we are in the last days (Joel
2:28, 29), all the spiritual manifestations mentioned in
1 Corinthians 12:1-21; 13:1-13; must come into full
operation. “He who does not love does not know God:
Sor God is love. In this the love of God was made
manifest among us, that God sent his only son into the
world, so that we might live through him. In this is
love, not that we/love God but that he loved us and
sent his son to be the expiation for our sins. Beloved if
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. . .
If we love one another. God abides in us and his love is
perfected in us.” 1 John 4:8-12.

When these operative manifestations of the spiritual
gifts show their full forces, the true remnants of Jesus
must bring to the dark world of our days the fruit of
the righteousness of God’s law, which is the product of
the nine qualities of the fruit of the Holy Spirit: love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness/_goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control (Galatians 5:22, 23).

What is also required here is not the level of
the theoretical love, but practical love, which is truly
practical Christianity. John asks, “But if any one has
the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet
closes his heart against him how does God’s love abide
in him?” 1 John 3:13, 14. He responds, “Liitle children,
let us not love in word or speech but in deed and
truth,” (verse 18) — in obedience to the law of loving
our neighbours as ourselves. O
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LIFT UP YOUR HANDS

“Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the
Lord. The Lord that made heaven and earth BLESS
THEE OUT OF ZION.” — Psalms 134:2, 3.
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Jerusalem in the 19807:
The Strife and the Hope

by Elizabeth Gay Gerrish

The Tremendous Strife

Jerusalem, the city of peace, is a paradox in that it is
also the city of age-old strife. Over the past milleniums
no city has been coveted and fought over as often as
Jerusalem. The Babylonians, Macedonians, Selecuids,
Romans, Byzantines, Persians, Crusaders, Mongols,
Turks, British, and Jordanians are only some of the
conquerors whose names have fluttered across the
pages of its bloody and anquished past.

Jerusalem’s strife may be mostly attributed to the
fact that she is a sacred city. According to scripture,
Jerusalem is the one place on earth chosen by the
Creator for His dwelling and for the place of His throne.
This fact alone would explain why the city, throughout
the ages, has been the center of spiritual conflict, as
the powers of darkness have challenged the Creator’s
desires and plan. Because the roots of Jerusalem’s strife
are spiritual in their nature and extend back thousands
of years, they are not easily solvable. The scriptures
seem to indicate that the strife will become even
greater, and worldwide in scope, before peace finally
comes to this city. Zechariah, the prophet, explains
that, “in that day will I make Jerusalermn a burdensome
stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it

shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the
earth be gathered together against it.”

Perhaps there is no place on earth where religious
feelings run higher than in Jerusalem. This city has
spawned the three great monotheistic religions cf the
world: Judaism, Christianity. and Islam. The city
today holds, in its small area, major shrines of all
three of these religions. As a result, the tension between
them is felt more here than any place else. Even today,
just a careless word or act has the potential to set off a
religious riot.

A second area of Jerusalem’s strife can be found in
the cultural realm. While walking the city’s streets one
can hear almost every language and observe dress and
customs from nearly every nation on earth. The great
differences in the cultural backgrounds of the residents
of this city can often be measured in hundreds of
years. An example of this is the donkey carrying gas
cans past a service station, or the peasant farmer
cutting grain with a hand sickle while the modern
combine works in the next field. Also, the Jews have
come from all over the world, from different societies,
from highly mechanized to backward countries. All
these cultural differences have a tendency to produce a
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certain amount of strife and conflict, not only between
Jew and Arab but also between Jew and Jew.

In recent years we have seen a third area of
Jerusalem’s strife manifesting itself — the economy.
The economic weights and pressures on the peoples’
backs are becoming staggering. In April the annual
inflation rate was running at 160%. In response to this
the past few months have seen the salt workers,
garbage collectors, postal workers, doctors, bakers,
municipal workers, teachers, bus drivers, and weather-
men go on strike. Largely because of the economy
more than 300,000 Israelis, or some 15% of the total
number of immigrants to Israel, have left the country
since 1948.

No appraisal of Jerusalem’s problems would be
complete without some emphasis upon the political
and military aspects. As was before mentioned.
Jerusalem has always been a city of warfare. It has
been conquered some twenty times. Today, even
before the war in Lebanon is concluded, there is a
shadow of war with Syria. The Bible states in Matthew
that: “There shall be wars and rumors of wars.”” Also,
in Zechariah, we are promised that the military agitation
will not cease until all nations of the earth are gathered
against Jerusalem to battle.

The strife and turmoil of Jerusalem, both past and
present, could be a dismal and depressing subject, were
it not for the fact that Jerusalem is the city of hope.
This hope is reflected from the mouth of Moses, from
Israel’s ancient prophets, and from the New Testament.

The Tremendous Hope

As my friend, Gloria Brereton, so aptly stated, ‘“‘It’s
one thing to see history in the making, but it’s quite
another to see prophecy being fulfilled before your
very eyes.” Much of the hope of Jerusalem has already
been fulfilled. The Bible says in Amos that, “7 will
bring again the captivity of my people Israel, and they
shall build the waste cities and inhabit them: and they
shall plant vineyards and drink the wine thereof: they
shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And
[ will plant them upon their land, and they shall no
more be plucked up out of the land which I have
given them.”’ Long ago God spoke through the prophet
Isaiah these words of comfort to Jerusalem: “Thou
shalt be inhabited. . .1 will raise up the decayed places.”
Surely, as we look at Jerusalem’s bursting population
of over 400,000, we must agree that these scriptures
have been fulfilled without our being quite aware of it.

When the Israeli forces broke through Lion Gate in
1967 and captured the area of the Western Wall, that
may have been a fulfillment of scripture that escaped
many. On that day General Shlomo Goren stood in
front of the wall, clutched the Torah, and exclaimed,
“We have taken the city of God. . .we are entering the
Messianic era for the Jewish people.”

As exciting as it is to see these scriptures already
fulfilled, there are vast numbers of scriptures remaining
to be fulfilled. It is in these scriptures that the real
hope of Israel lies. Today I mention only a few. The
Psalmist says that Jerusalem is to be the “Joy of the
whole earth’” — not the grief of it as it is today. Isaiah
states that ‘Joy and gladness shall be found in her.”
The Bible says of Jerusalem that it’s “The place of
My throne” and “Out of Zion will go forth the law,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”

Isaiah also explains that Jerusalem is to be an
undisturbed habitation. “No lion shall be there, nor
any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be
found there; but the Redeemer shall walk there: And
the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come with
singing unto Zion with songs, and everlasting joy shall
be upon their heads. they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”

As the world becomes blacker by sin, Jerusalem
shall become brighter and brighter, “And the Redeemer
shall come to Zion.” “Arise, shine; for thy light has
come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.
For, behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross
darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon
thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee. And the
Gentiles shall come to thy light, and the kings to the
brightness of thy rising.”’

It is recorded in Isaiah that Jerusalem is also to be
like Eden. “For the Lord shall comfort Zion: He will
comfort all her waste-places; and He will make her
wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of
the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein,
thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.”’

The Psalmist tells us that “The Lord has chosen
Zion,; He hath desired it for His habitation. This is My
rest forever; here will I dwell; for I have desired it. 1
will abundantly bless her provision: I will satisfy her
poor with bread. I will also clothe her priests with
salvation: and her saints shall shout aloud for joy.”

Isaiah states that Jerusalem is to be the religious
center for all the world. “The Word which Isaiah the
son of Amos saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
Now it will come about that in the last days, the
mountain of the house of the Lord will be established
as the chief of the mountains and will be raised above
the hills; and all the nations will stream to it. And
many peoples will come and say, ‘Come, let us go to
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of
Jacob; that He may teach us concerning His ways, and
that we may walk in His paths.” For the law will go
forth from Zion, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem. And He will judge between the nations, and
will render decisions for many peoples; and they will
hammer their swords into plowshares, and their spears
into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword
against nation, and never again will they learn war.”

For 3500 years God has been working with the
Jews — One hundred generations. One hundred genera-
tions of waiting, praying, hoping; and here we are at
the hour of the consummation of Israel’s history!

We long for that day when real peace will come —
not just the absence of war, but real peace. That day
when the Prince of Peace is seated on the throne in the
City of Peace. Come quickly — Lord Jesus! O
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THE ALMIGHTY CHOSE ZION

“"For the Lord hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it
for his habitation. This is my rest for ever: here will |
dwell; for | have desired it."” Psalms 132:13, 14.

“Let them all be confounded and turned back that
hate Zion."”" Psalms 129:5.

“The Lord shall inherit Judah his portion in the
holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem again. Be silent,
O all flesh, before the Lord: for he is raised up out of
his holy habitation.” Zechariah 2:12, 13.
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The Lord’s Work
Around The World...

Reports and testimonies continue to reach us from
servants of God throughout the world. We just praise
the Lord for each soul who is diligently serving the
Master in His vineyard. May each one of us ever grow
in His service and become more dedicated servants
of the Lord.

— Gordon Fauth

Congregation in Carmen, Bohol, Philippine Islands.

Congregation in Polomolok, South Cotabato, Philippine
Islands.

Report from Reading Berks, England

Dear Brother Fauth,

I do trust that this letter will find you all at
Jerusalem well, as we here are also well.

You will know that we here in Reading are always
praying for you and all your labourers in the work at
Jerusalem.

As for me, I am still pressing on in the King’s
business. I have just returned from a twelve day visit
to Zurich, where I have again seen the hand of God
at work as His Word was ministered. Switzerland is a
land of plenty materially, but spiritually there is much
to be done. Most of my visits to Switzerland have been
working with the Christians to strengthen their faith.
Please pray for this land, and especially for the
ministers.

As for our assembly, we continue to trust God for
the salvation of lost souls. We need your earnest
prayer.

May the Lord Jesus always bless your efforts.

Your brother in Christ,
Stanley A. Harper

Brethren in Kericho, Kenya.
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Say not ye, there are yet four months, ana then
cometh harvest? Behold, I say unto you, lift up your
eyes, and look on the fields, for they are white already
to harvest. John 4:35.
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Report from Tobago, West Indies

Dear Elder Fauth and co-workers,

Holy greetings to you in the wonderful name of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus our soon coming King.

I take this opportunity as a saint of God to write
you these few lines and let you know about the work
of the Lord in Tobago.

On February 13, 1983, six souls were joined with
the Saviour.

We are still going ahead with the Lord’s work. Please
send me some tracts and Bibles.

May the Heavenly Father richly bless.

Your brother in one spirit,
Fabien Lynch

Baptismal service in Scarbdrough, Tobago, West Indies.

Brother being baptized in Scarborough, Tobago, West Indies.

Recently baptized servants of God in Ikot Ekpene,
Nigeria, West Africa.

Congregation in Bhimavaram, South India.

Report from Bhimanaram, India

Dear Elder Gordon Fauth,

Christian greetings to you and the saints there in the
beloved name of our Lord and Messiah.

We are all well under the guidance of His intensive
care and hope that this will find you all in sound
health and in good spirit.

We received your kind letter for which we thank
you, and the literature. The literature is very useful to
us to distribute among many people here.

Elder, we are working for the Lord for the last 40
years. But we are very poor. For this reason we are not
able to spread the gospel to a greater area. So please
pray for us and the work here.

All our brethren are sending their greetings to you
all.

Please remember us when you kneel before our
Almighty as we do for you. Thanking you in advance.

Hoping to hear from you soon.

Your Brethren in His service,
David Raju

Congregation in Ibiono, Cross River State, Nigeria, West
AfTrica.
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THE MOST DEADLY WEAPON

I am more deadly than the screaming shell from a howitzer;
1 ruin without killing. I tear down homes; I break hearts and
wreck lives. I have no respect for truth or justice, no mercy for
the defenseless. You will find me in the pews of the pious and the
haunts of the unholy. I am wily, cunning, malicious, and I
gather strength with age. I make my way where greed, mistrust
and dishonor are unknown. I feed on good and bad alike. My
victims are as numerous as the sands of the sea and often as
innocent. I never forgive and seldom forget. )

My-name is GOSSIP.
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Life in Israel

by Naomi Fauth

Shalom to one and all. It is time to greet you once
again in our blessed Messiah’s name. It is summer here
now and we are all well in the Lord and continuing on
by His grace.

We have been receiving quite a few visitors these
past weeks. It is always nice to meet the different ones
to whom we have been writing and whom we feel we
already know. We were happy to have with us, not too
long ago, four visitors from England, beloved sisters
from the Millyard Church in London. (The old Millyard
Church was attended by the pilgrims who crossed over
to America on the Mayflower). Other visitors were
from Egypt and from different parts of the U.S.A. Our
cousin, Clara Morgan, was a visitor once again in
Jerusalem. Clara is a double cousin: her mother, Ora
Carpenter, is my father’s sister, and my mother is a
sister to Clara’s father, Paul Carpenter. We have never
had much time together and I always treasure every
minute that we are able to share. We were glad to see
once again, Clara’s son, Dr. Andrew Morgan, and his
wife Melinda and their two little boys.

Brother and Sister Marcus with their daughter,
Rose and granddaughter, Jennifer, have just left us for
another week of touring. It was good to visit and
fellowship with them over the weekend. They are from
California, U.S.A. and attend a sister church to the
one which is attended by our beloved Brother Perales.
Brother Perales, you may recall, visited Jerusalem some
time back, after accompaning the SonBeams on a
Gospel singing tour of Mexico.

We were very glad to meet Sister Olivia Lunsford
from Georgia, U.S.A. and also the different ones who
were with her. The SonBeams were privileged to
receive a plaque from Sister Lunsford and the
ambassador members of ‘“The Followers” choir in
Georgia. Sister Lunsford has been of great help,
especially with the Bible Ministry, and we are very
grateful to have her and ‘The Followers™ as co-workers
in His vineyard.

I would like to thank all who have been faithfully
sending encouraging and uplifting letters. Many of our
friends around the world write about their gardens (it
being the time of year, in most places, when gardens
are in full growth). It is always interesting to hear
about the different fruits and vegetables that are being
grown around the world. Here in Jerusalem the climate
is right for growing many kinds of fruits and vegetables.
Anis and thyme grow wild over the countryside. Also,
holihocks are in full bloom now. They grow wild here.
History has it that the crusaders were the ones who
carried holihock seeds (a native of the Holy Land) to
other places in the world.

Naphtali, our third son, got some of the children
interested in gardening this spring, and they have
found time to plant quite an assortment of vegetables:
carrots, lettuce, tomatoes, eggplant, radishes, cucum-
bers. gourds and different kinds of squashes and
melons. I'm afraid the only contribution I have made 1s
some wild lambs quarter which I put in one small

Pastor Gordon Fauth officiating at baptism in the Jordan
River. It is always wonderful to see young people dedicate
their lives to the Lord.

patch in the garden. Our little son Reuben is especially
happy to help with growing things. He is always
planting the seeds that he finds, even lentils, apple
seeds and wild flowers. He loves to watch things
grow. !

We have a beautiful little bed of Portulaca in full
bloom in the church yard. They are bigger in size than
the usual kind, with a double blossom. They are some-
times called Moss Rose. We receive many compliments
and answer many questions about them. Sometimes
the tourists stopping across the street at the observation
point, where they come to see the outstanding view of
Mount Zion., Mount Olives, and the Temple Area,
notice these little flowers and also compliment their
beauty.

From these few little plants that Gordon bought at a
nearby nursery, we have made literally hundreds of
new starts and have also given many shoots away to
neighbors and friends for starting. You just take a
small stem or larger portion of the plant and place it
into the earth, water it everyday, and in a week or ten
days it already has many roots. You can also just break

(continued on page 9)
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Dancing and rejoicing on Jaffa street downtown Jerusalem during Jerusalem Day. Around springtime, here in
Jerusalem, there is a special holiday called “Jerusalem Day™ It is the anniversary of the uniting of the West and
East sides of the city after the 1967 war. This year was the 16th year in which Jerusalem has been united.
During Jerusalem Day there is folk dancing and parades on the main streets of the city. And in the Kidron
Valley, below the Old City walls, singing and rejoicing continue on into the night. Last Jerusalem Day I enjoyed
this part of the celebration most. Quite a few of the songs were about the Messiah coming to bring peace. Some
of them also mentioned the coming of the Holy Spirit. There was a wonderful spirit and atmosphere as these
songs were sung and echoed across the valley. Then, of course, there was a redition of “Jerusalem of Gold” in
which everyone joined in with gusto. It was easy to see how dearly the people of Jerusalem love their city.

LIFE IN ISRAEL X '
(continued from page 8) %
a stem in two and the broken place will root. I have
never seen a more amazing plant and so striking
in beauty and so colorful. Even the foliage is crisp and JUST A MINUTE
so alive. When I look at them I can’t help but feel a

little touch of how I'm sure everything will be in the
new earth without dryness and decay — void of any

I have only just a minute,

sign of death; with only the freshness and touch of Only sixty seconds in it,
springtime always. Forced upon me can’t refuse it,
In our garden. in Baka (a neighborhood in South Didn’t seek it. didn’t choose it
Jerusalem) we still have a few bee hives, though not as )
many as my father had when he was with us. Around But it’s up to me to use it,
autumn time we usually harvest a good crop of honey I must suffer if I abuse it,

and honey comb for which we are thankful, as the
price of honey, here in Israel, is quite high.

The Lord’s work here is continuing on in a good Just a tiny little minute,
way. We praise the Almighty for all His many blessings But Eternity is in it.
and for His leading and guiding hand. It is wonderful
to know that He lives and is keeping His people in
these troublesome but tremendous days of the end. His
mercy is sure and His love unfailing. I't is wonderful to

trust in Him!
Shalom — In His Love, -
Naomi Fauth A

Give account if I misuse it.
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Extracts From Readers’ Letters

LICHTENBURG, SOUTH AFRICA. —
The Mount Zion Reporter,

Greetings in the wonderful name of our Jesus
Christ.

We were so thrilled as our touring bus stopped on
the hill and the sound of music came from a little
church. We forgot about the purpose and photo-
graphing and joined in singing and praising the Lord.

The song-group’s dedication touched our hearts as
South Africans, and we just couldn’t leave. It was a
wonderful hour in God’s presence.

A special request is made to purchase a music
cassette by the “Zion SonBeams™.

We would also like them visiting South Africa in the
future.

We will keep in touch regularly and pray that God
will bless your ministry.

God’s blessings,
D.B.

HYDRABAD, INDIA. —
Dear Sir,

Greetings to you in the highly exalted name of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Praise His name!

I have received your four Bibles. I am very much
thankful to you and the Lord Jesus Christ, for the
Bibles have saved four families. These four families
were Hindus, they are now converted Christians. I gave
them the Bibles as a gift, now they are happy with our
Lord Jesus.

I am working as an evangelist. There is a great need
of Christian literature and Bibles for the needy souls.
So kindly send Bibles and magazines.

Please pray for me that I may witness for my Lord
throughout my life.

May God bless in your service.

Yours sincerely,
B.G.

KUMASI, GHANA. —
Dear Brother Fauth,

Truly God is good to Israel! Thank you very much
for your letter. I thank the Lord for all He is doing for
you and the spreading of the Gospel. In Ghana we are
also pressing on in the Gospel message.

I take this opportunity to thank you for the Judah
(The Mount Zion Reporter).

Brother continue to remember me in your prayers
and I will do the same for the peace of Jerusalem and
the Lord’s work.

And now, the God of peace make you perfect in
every good work. To Him be glory forever (Hebrews
13:21,21).

Your brother in the Lord,
LY.

SWITZERLAND. —
Dear Brother Fauth and staff,

My husband and I are always praying for Jerusalem.
Our hearts beat for Israel.

Here in Switzerland, we always watch every day the
news about the conflict in Lebanon.

I thank you so much for sending me The Mount
Zion Reporter continuously, also the Calendar.

Our regards to you, your family and the staff. May
God bless you all there.

Sincerely yours,
V.M.

NEW ZEALAND. —
Dear Sir,

Greetings in the Hope of Israel.

I am writing to thank you for sending me copies of
The Mount Zion Reporter. Over the years I have
enjoyed all that you have sent us and we pray that
your good work may continue.

We are eagerly watching Israel through the events as
they appear in the media and we feel it will not be long
until Jesus returns. We pray to be ready.

Thanking you again. May the grace of our Lord
Jesus be with you and your work.

Yours sincerely,
G.G.

ST. KITTS, WEST INDIES. —
Dear Editor,

A few months ago I came in contact with your
magazine. It’s undoubtedly one of the best religious
magazines I've ever read, because it’s very educational
and inspiring. Keep up the good work! I am asking
you to send me your publications.

Pray for me, I'm not a Christian.

L.R.

INDONESIA. —
Dearest Mount Zion Reporter,

Grace unto you and peace from God our Father and
from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Your nice letter was duly received. I feel very great
sorrow to hear your trouble is still going on. I do pray
the Lord Jesus give you love and peace. I know from
the Bible of war, it is a trouble, but all these things
must come to pass (Matthew 24:6).

Fear not little flock, for it is your Father’s good

_ pleasure to give you the Kingdom.

Love and peace to all,
W.T.

DORSET, ENGLAND. —
Dear Brother Fauth,

Thank you for your magazine. It is truly a book
that helps one on the way and feeds our hearts with
joy. It is truly a great work you are doing, and the
SonBeams are a great blessing in song. It is all so
needed in these last days.

I keep you all in prayer. May you all be used greatly
in the days to come whether short or long.

Bless you Brother and Sister Fauth and all your
helpers.

I am a believer in all His ways,
S.B.

TANZANIA, EAST AFRICA. —
Dear Brother Gordon Fauth,

Greetings to you and all the family of our Heavenly
Father.

I am happy to get this good chance to let you know
that your letter was received and also many tracts and
magazines.

I am well here and I expect that our Heavenly
Father will give you good health too, to press onward
with the good work you are working for Him.

I cannot tell how I become happy when I receive
news from Jerusalem. It is my duty to pray for the
peace of Jerusalem.

Yours sincerely,
B.N.M.
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Break Up Your
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Many now common phrases in the English language
came into use directly from everyday work or play
situations, though often the sources have been for-
gotten. “Spinning a yarn” may mean stretching out a
story, though it clearly has textile connections; so has
“being on tenterhooks.” Even a ““townie” who has
never smelt the rich, sweet odour of newly ploughed
earth could use the meaningful phrase “ploughing a
straight furrow.” The Bible writers, with agricultural
experience, often gave deep spiritual meanings to what
were well-used work phrases.

Sow. . .Reap

Both Jeremiah and Hosea commend to us the
ploughing up of our fallow (unused) ground. Hosea
wrote (10:12, 13) “Sow to yourselves in righteousness,
reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground; for it is
time to seek the Lord.”” What a graphic picture he
presents! A farmer in Israel, under Old Testament law
from God, has to “rest” his land every seven years, and
every jubilee year. It was a wise principle, which
appeared again in western agricultural cultures in the
Middle Ages under the Three Field System, where a
farmer has three fields, working two and resting one
annually.

But it was not only as a wise agricultural principle
that it was required under God’s beneficent guidance
of His people. From their day to day natural experiences
they were expected to harvest spiritual wisdom.

We reap what we sow, both naturally and spiritually.

If we do not cultivate our mind’s appreciation of God’s”

Word; if we allow our minds to be dormant, instead of
alive to spiritual things; if we allow weeds, thorns and
thistles, the seed of sin (Genesis 3:18) to choke the
““good seed of the Kingdom,”” then we cannot hope for
a harvest of eternal goodness.

The skilled ploughman is attentive to his work, and
is only satisfied with straight furrows. This is not a fad
or a useless custom; it is essential to ensure that all the
previous growth is buried, and only parallel straight
furrows achieve this. So the ploughman begins by
sighting a fixed object at the far end of the field for his
first furrow, and keeps his eye on it. He cannot afford
to wander this and that way.

How many spiritual lessons can you harvest from
those principles? Do you wander about from one idea
to another because you have no set, fixed standard by
which to judge your progress? Have you buried all the
old ideas, which would otherwise persist in springing
up to choke the truth you would sow in your life?

But the clean, straight furrows of the ploughed field
are not the end in themselves, however attractive they
look in the late autumn or early spring. The soil has to
be broken up into a fine tilth so that it can receive the
good seed; else the seed will remain on top, to be
stolen by hungry birds! The rain must not collect on
the surface, but filter down to be held in reserve,
having absorbed the minerals which will later feed the
growing harvest.

Fallow Ground

g

by Leslie Johnson

War On Weeds

Weeds must be kept down by constant attention,
and predatory animals kept out of the growing food.
Then the harvest is equally arduous. That which is
good and wlolesome must be seperated from what is
valueless.

Can you continue drawing spiritual parallels in these
stages also?

Adam was told to ““till the ground and keep it” even
in Eden; how much more is good husbandry necessary
today! The farmer’s foot is still the best treatment in
the field. Machinery and chemicals cannot replace the
intelligent mind.

What motivates you in cultivating your mind? Pride
in achievement? Greed for profit? Concern to help
others less knowledgable? Desire to work together with
God so that the Lord of the Harvest may accept your
service as a wise, willing servant?

What quality of seed are you sowing? Are you
satisfied with cheap, third-rate seed rejected by the
careful husbandman? The Bible offers, entirely free,
the good seeds of the Kingdom of God. God’s enemies
have mixed with it tares, which demand your attention,
but provide no wholesome harvest. God’s seed of the
Kingdom is guaranteed 100% disease free, 100%
resistant to blight, 100% fertile.

Tares” Masquerade

The natural thoughts and ideas which spring up in
the human mind are of the flesh, and their fruit is
bitter and poisonous; they dull the ability of the mind
to grasp divine thoughts, they are' the tares which
masquerade as good seed. They consume and waste the
energy of the mind in fruitless endeavours.

Sometimes even the native energy of the human
mind has to be suspect and may lead a person ruthlessly
on to destruction.

Gordon H. Woodward penned the following lines,
called “The Resolution of an old Ploughman’’:

“I know I cannot turn my ploughshare
back in the furrows I have ploughed;

I cannot straighten out the bends '
or for the baulks, so crude and ugly,
make amends.

But if I could have another try to press my
coulter through the fields of life,

I’d certainly keep a tighter rein on horses
with such names as Passion, Moods, and
Stubbornness,

So that my life’s field might weedless be,
and corn sprouts grow more generously.”

We can, by the grace of our Heavenly Father, break
up our fallow ground, we can sow to ourselves His
righteousness in Jesus Christ, and reap a great harvest
of His mercy. It is time to seek the Lord; He will direct
our work, and prosper our services to His glory, our
salvation; and the happiness of others who work with
us. O

— “Glad Tidings”
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