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THE FUSE

by . Ronald Cantrell

Deep strong roots of history lie buried in the soil of
Israel. Like sports in America, archaeology is the
national passion of the Israelis. Each kibbutz (farming
cooperative) has its own buried history usually only
partially uncovered. Archaeological sites vary greatly in
importance and notoriety. Some, of course, are new
finds while others have been in the eye of the public
for many years. Entire ancient subterranean city
systems lie virtually undisturbed in some areas of the
country. Small shrub covered holes in a hill side open
into long interconnecting corridors punctuated by
high vaulted open rooms. Scores of small oil lamp
nooks are carved in the soft cream colored walls. When
equipped with their proper lights they give the hand-
tooled near white walls a rich golden glow.

Of all the tourist spots in the world, none is quite so
intriguing as Israel. Jerusalem is, of course, the jewel.
She stands over 2,000 feet in the air and from anywhere
in the country one must “come up” to Jerusalem. It
seems that for the most who visit here, one trip is
never enough. Subsequent visits reveal new mysteries
in this lahd of contrasts. Light and darkness, good and
evil have engaged in many encounters here and the
anticipation of the next seems to be ever present in the
air.

In this land the roots of history entangle rather
unmercifully. Different periods lie one on top of
another and present a virtual Rubick’s Cube to modern
archaeology. But, like the cube, there is a solution to
reward the diligent and tenacious. Every year some

new find substantiates the legends of ancient Jewish
life here and makes clear the deed to ownership of this
coveted land. Strategically placed in this city of cities
lies a special archaeological site whose entrance is by
special permission only. From the public prayer area of
the Western (Wailing) Wall it is possible to enter a small
cavern under an ancient arch. This space has been
renovated and turned into a small synagogue. Inside
the cavern one can view the entire height of the
Western Wall by standing at a fenced excavation pit.
From this vantage point one realizes that he is, in fact,
not standing at the bottom of the Wall but many feet
up from the base of the Wall. From floor level of the
synagogue there are thirteen large Herodian stones
(each about three or four feet high and stacked one on
top of another) to the original base of the Wall
Proceeding further into the synagogue one finds a
small black iron door closed to the public. Inside the
door lies an excavation tunnel that leads almost to the
northern corner of the Temple Mount area. The
importance of the tunnel might be measured by the
furor that has raged against it from the Moslem factions
in the Middle East. Accusations have ranged from the
tunnel causing damage to foundations of buildings in
the Moslem Quarter of the Old City to the tunnel
being used in plots to undermine and destroy the
entire Mosque of Omar which now occupies the
Temple site. These accusations are, of course, untrue;
anyone who visits this controversial passageway can
easily see that it has been excessively reinforced
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The excavation tunnel that leads almost to the northern corner of the Temple Mount area.

with concrete to prevent surface structures from
undergoing damage.

The real war here is a spiritual one. The conflict is
between the Satanic force behind Islam and the
future plans of God for Jerusalem. A simple tourist
observation of the Jewish holy sites in Israel would tell
a great deal of the story. In Hebron for instance the
tomb of Abraham is now a huge Moslem Mosque.
Nablus, (old Shechem) the historical village to which
Jacob came to worship the Lord, now lies on the
controversial West Bank and is, for the most part,
under dictates of iocal Arabic authorities. Mount Sinai,
in the Sinai wilderness, was returned to Egyptian
Moslem authorities in April of 1982. To crown it all,
the Holy Temple area is, for prayer, completely off
limits to Jews.

Almost every peace plan of the Arabic nations calls
for the withdrawal of the Jews to the 1967 lines. This
would put even the Western Wall back under control of
Islam. When the Old City was regained in 1967, the
Wall lay under mounds of garbage and actually had to
be dug out and restored to a respectable condition. Old
City synagogues had been used to keep sheep and goats
in and were from ankle to knee deep in dung. Even in
the Temple Mount area itself some pretty petty tokens
of disrespect are evident. Three new prayer platforms
have been built facing the Golden Gate (where Jesus
will enter the city on His return). Well placed sources
tell us that these, coupled with the Moslem cemetary
purposely placed in front of the gate outside, are meant
to halt a Jewish Messiah from entering the city. The
common Middle Eastern belief is that the Messiah is
from the priestly tribe and therefore according to

Jewish law could not defile himself by walking through
a cemetary. Not even Christians are allowed to approach
the Golden Gate now and the only book that may be
read inside the Temple Mount area is the Koran. The
sight of an open Bible near the Mosque of Omar will
bring a guard screaming down upon you in no time.
Though, when convenient for them, Moslems boast
themselves of religious tolerance, it is really no more
than a boast.

The Western Wall must be viewed in three sections.
The length of the entire Wall is 1,924 feet. The area
that was opened for prayer immediatly after the 1967
war was a mere 110 feet. This area is known as the
Western Wall today or the Wailing Wall. In 1968
archaeologists began excavating the southern portion
of the Wall. Subsequent digging seasons uncovered the
Early Arab period, the Byzantine period, the Roman
period and the Herodian period. Slightly later the
excavation of the tunnel began. About 1,000 feet of
the tunnel have been excavated and a year and a half
more is expected to reach the northern corner of the
Wall. This excavation has brought the dating to the
First Temple period. Amazingly enough, stones were
found identical to those which had been thought to
typify Herod’s period. Archaeologists now speculate
that these stones with beautifully hand-tooled margins
(as seen in the Wailing Wall) were merely re-used or
copied by Herod from the ruins of the First Temple.

The tunnel itself has suffered fresh attack recently
when a cistern on the Moslem side began leaking water
and threatening to flood the synagogue section on the
Jewish side. Students, from a nearby yeshiva (school of

(continued on page 9)
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The Biblical Zoo

by Sarah Fauth

Jerusalem, a city holy to three faiths — Christ-
ianity, Judaism, and Mohammedanism — has many
famous religious, historical and Biblical sights. But one
that perhaps is not so well known, yet deserves to be
noted, is the Jerusalem Biblical Zoo, the only zoo of
its kind in the world.

The Jerusalem Biblical Zoo was founded in the
1930’s by Professor Aharon Shulov with the idea of
resuming a tradition that began in Israel in King
Solomon’s time, 3000 years ago, when he sent out his
navy to bring strange animals for his royal household.

It was also begun with the aim of reintroducing to
Israel the extinct (in Israel) breeds of animals which
occupied the land in biblical days. In this it has been
successful. Today the Biblical Zoo houses almost a
complete collection of all the living creatures mentioned
in the Bible, and on each cage, fence or den, is hung a
sign with the reference and quotation of the Bible
verse mentioning their species. '

Animals, after all, play a pretty noticeable part in
the context of the Bible. Right from the very beginning,
from the time the serpent beguiled Eve in the Garden
of Eden, animals often play an important role in
biblical history. There is Noah’s Ark, where God, not
forgetting the animals, kept them safe from the flood
he had brought upon the earth to punish mankind.
Then there is the story of Jonah and the whale, and
let’s not forget Balaam and the talking donkey, plus an
almost endless host of other stories where biblical
characters co-star with biblical animals.

’ AND THE LEOPARD SHALL
LEE DOWN WITH THE KID

e

:ISAIAHS VISION

A sign, similiar to the above, is hung on each cage, fence
or den, giving the Bible reference for each animal.

The Bible names some 130 animals. Today the land
of Israel contains 86 mammals, 359 birds and 76
species of reptiles, of which 37, 38, and 12, respectively,
are mentioned specifically by name in the Bible. Since
biblical days quite a number of wild animals have
disappeared from Israel’s landscape. The lion no
longer stalks disobedient prophets (1 Kings 12:24),
bears are no longer to be seen coming out of the woods
to punish disrespectful children (2 Kings 2:23, 24); and
shepherds watching over their flocks in the mountains

and valleys of Israel do not have these fierce beasts to
contend with, as David did in times of old (1 Samuel
17:34, 35). Also, among others, the ostrich, hippopot-
amus, and cheetah have disappeared from the country’s
landscapes. However, you can see these animals in the
Biblical Zoo, where outside their enclosures, their
biblical references stand, declaring thelr ancestral right
to reside in Israel.

“And the stork, the Heron after its kinds.” Leviticus 11:19.

In addition to the animals and types of exhibits one
usually finds at a zoo, at the Jerusalem Biblical Zoo
you may also find:

e In an enclosure among rocks: tigers and goats,
wolves and lambs; dwelling together safely. Hung on
their pen is a sign quoting Isaiah’s vision, “The wolf
also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie
down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and
the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.”
Isaiah 11:6, (the leopards and wolves are young half-
grown specimens which have not yet acquired the
instincts of preying and slaying).

e A miniature Noah’s Ark, (Genesis 6:14-16);

e Life-sized models of Adam and Eve under a tree,
with several huge live serpents encased in a glass-walled
structure for effect (Genesis 3:1-6);

e Jacob’s tent scene (Genesis 30:29-34), complete

. with beduin tent and life-sized figures of Jacob, Rachel

and Leah poised as if engaged in everyday living, with
live spotted goats and black-and-white sheep going
about in the enclosure;

e King Solomon’s ship — “For the king had at sea a
navy of Tharish with the navy of Hiram, once in three
yvears came the navy of Tharish, bringing gold and
silver, ivory, and apes and peacocks.”’ 1 Kings 10:22.
The Zoo’s model of this ship is approximately twenty
meters long, with ten sailors poised at their tasks
surrounded by monkeys and parrots. )

The Biblical Zoo has quite a history. It was begun
by Professor Aharon Shulov, during the British
mandate, in a unused maternity ward of the Hadassah
Hospital on Mount Scopus. During the early years of
the zoo’s institution, the Independence War broke out,
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and besieging armies cut off food supplies to the
entire city of Jerusalem. The human population
was rationed only two slices of bread per person,
per day, and, needless to say, Professor Shulov was
faced with a starving zoo. Many of the animals, not
dangerous to man, were freed to fend for themselves
as that was their only hope. Shortly after this the
Jordanian army captured Mount Scopus, where the
Zoo was then housed, and Shulov, blindfolded and
with military escort, was only thus allowed to feed the
animals. Another hard time for the Biblical Zoo was
the 1967 Six-Day-War, when Jordanian gunners

evidently concluded that the Zoo was an Israeli army
camp, and some 40 shells were fired into the grounds,
killing about a hundred animals and destroying
buildings.

Entrance to the Biblical Zoo. In this photo can be seen
one of the many colorful peacocks which are allowed to
roam freely on the zoo grounds. On the left can be seen a
row of caged tropical birds, including a cockatoo who
welcomes passersby with the traditional Hebrew greeting of
Shalom.

All through these lean and dangerous years Professor
Shulov managed, by one miracle or another, to sustain
the zoo. And today it is refered to as a “‘connoisseur’s

“. . .And the calf and the young lion and the fatling
together. . .”" Isaiah 11:6.

piece.”, by distiquished British naturalist, James Fisher,
in his book “Zoo’s of the World™".

“Our sages and prophets,” says Professor Shulov,
“have meditated deeply on the meaning of existence
and have expressed much wisdom. But their imagery
is never as colourful and impressive as when it takes
the form of parables in which the widely known facts
of animal behaviour reflect upon human deeds. Such
parables are universally understood regardless of the
diversity of peoples cultural backgrounds and their
influence therefore remains the most persuasive
literary form known to mankind. What could be more
convincing in its socialogical insight then the verse in
Proverbs 28:15: “As a roaring lion and a raging bear so
is a wicked ruler over the poor people,’” or “Go to the
ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways and be wise:
which having no guide, overseer or ruler, provideth her
meat in the summer and gathereth her food in the
harvest”’. Proverbs 6:6-8.

The Biblical Zoo brings to life the words of the
Bible; the prophets and the Songs of Solomon, not
only as illustrations, but as living creatures scenetic
against the background of Jerusalem. O
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Paraphrase Of Psalm 1 For Today's World

1. Blessed is the man or woman who is not swayed by the
thinking, morality and standards of this world, nor is a
consumer and believer of the worldly magazines and their
advertising, nor is engulfed by the TV programs that spew forth
the ungodliness of this world. Neither does he or she desire to
follow after the rewards and glamour of this life, or to frequent
the entertainment places of this world to indulge in the pleasures
for which worldly people live. Nor does he or she stand with
the people that scoff at godliness and indulge in or live for the
worldly ambitions and desires which they do.

2. But the delight and desire and purpose of this man or
woman is in reading, believing, confessing, and acting upon the
Word of God, and continually thinking about fulfilling God’s
work in their life, praising Him for His goodness, and meditating
on His work, and His precepts, day and night.

3. Then this child of God shall be like a tree planted by the
rivers of living water that brings true refreshment and regenera-
tion to the soul, and he shall be like a tree that bears much fruit
of souls won to the Lord in the time God has ordained for that
fruit to ripen. And he shall bear much fruit of the Spirit of love,
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness

and temperance. The fruit shall remain and the leaf of that tree
shall not wither and stop receiving God’s light and producing
fruit, but whatsoever that. child of God shall put his hand to or
attempt to accomplish in the Lord shall prosper.

4. Those not following wholeheartedly after God are not like
that, but are like the chaff that gets blown away by the wind,
and burnt up by the fire of trials and temptations.

5. Therefore, those walking in the ways of ungodliness will
not stand in God’s kingdom in the day of judgement, but will
be sifted out of the fold, for sinners will not be able to endure
standing alongside those who are godly and consecrated to God
and walking in His light. )

6. For the Lord knows the heart and intent and the ways of
the righteous, those justified by the blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ who have made Him Lord of their life. But the way of
the ungodly, the false and perverted desires and greed and think-
ing of those who are ungodly, who are not following after the
Lord, shall perish and be destroyed forever. O

— (From a church bulletin)
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The Lord’s Work
Around The Worlid...

The work of the Lord is ever progressing and we
praise our Master for all the blessings He has been
pouring out upon and through those who are laboring
in His vineyard. Good reports continue to reach us
from all parts of the world. We are sorry that we are
unable to share more of them with you, but, from time
to time, as space allows, a few pages of The Mount
Zion Reporter will be devoted to this purpose. Let us
continue to pray for God’s mighty Spirit to minister
through each one of us. The end is approaching fast
and we’ve not much time left to proclaim the Gospel.
Remember — “Ye are the light of the world”!
(Matthew 5:14).

— Gordon Fauth

Congregation in Port Harcourt, River State,

Nigeria, West Africa.

Obite,

Report from Matathia, Kenya, East Africa

Beloved Brothers and Sisters,

Greetings in the holy name of our beloved Saviour,
Yahshua Messiah. May our Heavenly Father bless you
all in the whole land of Israel and in Jerusalem the
Holy City.

We are all fine here in Kenya under the protection
of the powerful hand of our Almighty God. The work
of preaching the good news is spreading far and wide,
and people seem to thirst for the Word more than
before.

At different places where we have preached, people
have wished to have a glance at our Bibles to see if
they are any different from their own. Bible prophecy
comes to the listeners with great joy and a trust of the
sure Word of the Bible.

Brethren I would like to assure our readers to be
firm in faith coupled with fasting and prayer.

We had a nice and successful Feast of Tabernacles,
with many souls baptized.

We have received always in time, Bible Lessons,
Calendars and your informative letters.

May the good Lord and our Heavenly Father bless
His work in Jerusalem and keep you safely in His
Spirit (Zechariah 4:6). God bless you all (Ezekial
36:24-26).

Yours in Messiah,
Peter N. Mbugua

Report from Mulimani, Kitale, Kenya, East Africa

Dear Elder Fauth and Reporter Staff,

Grace, mercy, peace and love be mulitiplied to you
all in the name of Yahshua the Messiah, our soon
coming King of Kings.

I hope this will find you all in a pleasant mood as it
leaves us here at Kitale.

The leading hand of our Lord Elohim is leading us
as we penetrate the darkened part of western Kenya.

During the past months we’ve been able to go to
various parts with the gospel, by God’s help, and the
Lord did wonders before us. Hallelujah!

By the Lord’s grace, I have succeeded to make a few
trips to Matuuda Centre and held a few meetings
with the people there. By God’s grace they are believing
and accepting Yahshua the Messiah as their Saviour. At
Tongareni we have one brother who received Yahshua
as his Saviour and then received baptism. Now he is a
labourer there. Also, I had another trip to Mount
Elgon, at Sabori Forest. In this area a few brethren
were baptized.

Elder John Kaher visited the brethren at Moi’s
Bridge. Pastor Wanjau Itotia conducted a baptismal
service there and three souls were baptized. Praise the
Lord!

We have just finished the Feast of Tabernacles. At
this period we received many visitors from various
places and we shared the bread together with happiness.
As we continued to glorify our Lord, the Lord
multiplied our happiness when fourteen souls were
baptized and a sick child the Lord healed completely.
Oh thank you Lord!

Send all tools for the gospel message, such as Bibles,
tracts and others.

Please pray for us as we do for you. May our dear
Father guide the Holy Land and everyone therein.

Yours in our soon coming King,
Elder F.M. Thomas

The Christian Youth Ambassador Association in Glamang,
Polomolok, South Cotabato, Philippines.
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The Elder A.N. Dugger Memorial Orphanage in Poduru, India. Standing are members of the congregation there. Elder

Matthew (overseer) is seen with a Bible.

South Cotabato,

Baptismal service in Polomolok,

Philippines.

Report from Andhra Pradesh, South India

Dear Brother in Christ,

Our best Christian greetings from India. The mighty
Messiah bless you all.

The gospel work in India is progressing. The
orphanage in the name of Elder A.N. Dugger is being
run well.

The festive ‘Tabernacles’ have been conducted at
Poduru. People from eight villages attended the
function. The meetings were a grand success. Eight
were baptized. We went in procession with musical
instruments in the village. Several Hindus heard us

well. The orphans sang devotional songs and the people
appreciated their talents.

All the orphans convey their best gratitude to you
all in Israel. We are always grateful for the benevolent
aid you are giving for the spreading of the gospel truth
and for the maintainance of the orphanage.

We pray for the welfare of Israel.

Yours in the service of Messiah,
Elder S. Matthew
(Overseer of India)

o ‘%’F&*%&?’

Congregation in Glamang, Polomolok, South Cotabato,
Philippines.

“ARISE, SHINE; FOR HIS GLORY IS UPON THEE!"
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Lifie in Israe

by Naomi Fauth

Today is beautiful and sunny. Flowers are blooming
everywhere! I hope it will stay this way for a while. We
have had more snow and cold weather here in Jerusalem
this year then we usually do. Though it seems that,
from time to time, the Lord would throw in a few nice
sunny days to warm and cheer things up again.

Recently, the children took a trip down to the Dead
Sea. They had an enjoyable time floating in the thick
mineral water and also covering themselves with the
black mud, along the sea’s shore, which is suppose to
be good for the skin. Because of the sea’s large mineral
content, it is extreemly healthy and is known to cure
or, at least, help various skin ailments. People from all
parts of the world come especially to Israel just to take
treatments there. In Hebrew the Dead Sea is called
Yam ha-Melach (The Salt Sea). In the Talmud it refers
to the sea as the Sea of Sodom. It is believed that this
was the area in which Sodom and Gomorrah were
located, and that after their destruction the Dead Sea
was formed. The area is a very desolate place, and it
has the unique distinction of being the lowest spot on
the earth.

Well, it is Purim time again and the streets are
bustling with jolly little folks dressed up in their Purim
costums. Little Queen Esthers, King Ahazarius’s;
wicked Haman’s and even some cowboys and indians
and clowns. Purim is always a fun time for the children
and also for us older ones. It is a time of friendship and
joy, and is celebrated as a reminder of God’s protection
of His people. The traditional triangle shaped cookies
called Hamantashen (Haman’s ears) are exchanged
between friends and neighbors; schools are busy
putting on plays reacting the story of the book of
Esther, and synagogues are full of those thanking the
Heavenly Father for delivering His people from evil
and harm.

Just recently our son Naphtali arrived from the
U.S.A. He has been gone for over two years now and it
is good to have him back home again. We thank the
Lord for keeping His protecting hand upon him during
his stay there, and for bringing him safely back to
Jerusalem.

The Lord’s work here is moving on by His mercy.
Praise His name! There is always much to be done and
we are happy and busy in His service. We are so
thankful for all our dear Brothers and Sisters around
the world who are working with us in this ministry.
May the Heavenly Father bless you all. What a wonder-
ful day that will be when we will meet in the New
Jerusalem “‘bringing in our sheaves with rejoicing’”!

Until then, let us remain stedfast in His work,
continuing to uphold each other in love and prayer.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Your Sister,
Naomi Fauth

Purim celebrations on Jerusalem’s Ben Yehuda Street.

HOME

Affliction and sorrow and death shall be o'er;
The saints shall unite to be parted no more;

Their loud hallelujahs fill Heaven’s high dome;
They dwell with the Saviour forever at home.

The days of exile are passing away;
The time is approaching when Jesus will say,
Well done faithful servant, sit down by My throne
And dwell in My presence forever at home.

May we then, dear brother, midst pleasure or woe,
For that Heavenly Kingdom our hearts prepare;
And very shortly we most surely shall know
And feel the joy of what it is to be there.
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AN ISRAELI BUS RIDE
OR
HOW TO BECOME LIKE A SARDINE
AND LOVE EVERY MINUTE OF IT

One of the outstanding features of this land is the
Israeli Bus System. This system is efficient and
inexpensive (about 15 cents per ride). There are bus
stops everywhere and usually your bus will arrive in
10-15 minutes. Our combined experiences on these
buses provides us with a great deal of insight into the
Israeli way of life and it gives us a few chuckles too.

First, we must take our hats off to the bus drivers,
who must herd their crowded buses through equally
crowded streets. Many times they miss the other buses
by what seems an inch or less. It seems like the drivers
must know exactly how thick the coat of paint is on
each bus. All day long they must put up with the
Israeli drivers who are meshugah (crazy) at best behind
the wheel. The only rule of driving in Israel is that
there is no rule.

Then there are the people — a splendid cross section
of life in Israel because everyone here rides the buses.
All the soldiers from General to Private can be seen on
the bus. And, of course, they usually have their
weapons close by. I just finished a ride on a crowded
bus. It was almost impossible to move. The soldier
standing next to me had his M-16 slung sloppily over
his shoulder with the muzzle almost stuck in the belly
of a little fat lady seated nearby. She didn’t seem to
mind at all. Then we turned the corner and in the
shuffle the M-16 became redirected at me. I tried to
move but there was no chance for that. So what — this
is Israel!

You have gathered by now that we usually stand on
buses. I never thought I would Praise the Lord for
standing room, but I do. Sometimes there is none.
Betsy and the children tell of the schoolgirl who got on
the bus, but there was no room for her backpack. The
door closed with the girl inside and the backpack
outside and the bus went merrily on its way.

Crowded bus on Jaffa Street, downtown Jerusalem.

Sometimes the buses are so crowded that people
cannot get on at the front. They enter the back door
and faithfully pass their ticket or money up to the
driver. They simply hand it to the person next to them
and he gives it to another and another, In two or three
minutes the punched ticket or receipt makes its way
back by the very same route to the person who sent it.
No one along the way seems to even think of dropping
the ticket or money into his own pocket.

Young and old alike ride the bus. Everyday we see
tiny school children in the five year old range riding by
themselves. Then there are the elderly. In Israel when
an elderly person gets on the bus it is customary for
younger persons to give up their seats. Recently Bet
gave her seat to an elder woman and she had to stand
and hold all her books and other baggage from school.
After the little woman was seated she turned around to
Bet and without a word took all of Bet’s things and
placed them in her own lap. Bet tried to thank her but
she waved it off with the “‘besedar” (in order).

Tim, being the gentleman that he is, almost never
gets to sit on the bus. The other day he comforted his
mother when she had to give up her seat by saying:
“‘Be glad you are not me, Mom. It will be another forty
years before I get to sit on the bus.”

There are many other stories we could tell, like the
little woman who apparently got shut up in the bus
door. She scolded the driver for what seemed like a full
two minutes and then walked away with satisfaction.
The driver kept the bus stopped and the door open and
took it all like a school boy. When she finished he
closed the door and drove off. Or, there was the bus
driver who stopped the crowded bus, walked to the
side of the street and bought himself a bunch of grapes
to munch on. No one seemed to mind. It’s Israel!

It was cold and rainy the other day and I was
crowded against the fogged bus window. As the packed
bus turned the corner everyone jostled against me and
I was pressed closer to the window. I wiped the
window just on time to see the ancient walls of Mount
Zion. Suddenly it was all worth it, and I was happier
than if I were comfortably driving my own Cadillac in
the U.S.A. O

— Jim Gerrish

The writer, his wife Betsy, their two sons: Jon and Tim, and

their daughter Gay, now live in Jerusalem, since moving to Israel

from Colorado, U.S.A. some ten months ago.
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THE FUSE
(continued from page 3)

Judaism), who regularly pray there, broke through the
Wall to the Moslem side for repair work and were met
by an angry mob of Arabs. This re-opened passageway
was used in the Second Temple period by priests to
enter the Holy of Holies. Fist fights broke out and for
the next few days the pages of the papers in Jerusalem
were alive with continuing animosity from the Arabic
countries. A lull in the storm occured and things
seemed to settle back to normal only to be set off
again when Jordanian television reported that an Arab
had been shot in the shuffle. There were no details of
his condition, simply that he had been shot. The story
later proved to be false; but political temperatures
were rising and falling and accusations were being
hurled. Arabic honor seems often to be at stake in the
Middle East and this situation had the potential of
being an all out attack thereof. The Satanic principalities
that control Islam tend toward serious emotional
instability. The breech of the Wall became, to the
Moslems, a breech in the basic rights of the Moslem
people.

The tapestry of prophecy is often a difficult one to
take in at a single glance. Often the single threads of
prophetic prediction appear for awhile and then fade
into other patterns, turn sharp corners in the scriptural

(continued on page 15)
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Extracts From Readers’ Letters

INDONESIA. —
Dear Sir,

I am eighty years old. My name is S.T. I am a
Christian.

I want to improve my knowledge through The
Mount Zion Reporter. How glad 1 would be to have
some books about Israel.

Thanking you for your kindness.

Yours sincerely,
S.T.

GUYANA. —
Shalom Lecha (Peace to you) Editor,

I happened to come across a copy of one of your
Bible Calendars, and was very thrilled, for I did not
know that such a calendar existed.

I am interested in Bible prophecy and news from
Israel. You see, I am a student of the Bible and am
short of reading material to assist in studying.

I would be very grateful if you would help me and
furnish me with your monthly magazine, free, as I am
a thirty-three-year-old poor dirt farmer. Thank you.

May the Most High bless thee.

I am,
A.B.

NORTH DAKOTA, U.S.A. —

I would just like to say how much we enjoy The
Mount Zion Reporter. Getting news right from Israel
is wonderful.

It is such an uplifting magazine, and, I read it from
cover to cover. Thank you.

In His service,
K.B.

ICELAND. —
Dear Brother Fauth,

Thank you so much for your kind letter and the
sample copy of the magazine which has reached me.

It was really interesting to hear from the land of
Israel.

I have read a lot of Christian books about Israel in
the English language. I think that no book has been
written about Israel in Icelandic (I mean an original
one). But we have a good one, a translation from
English, that was published several years back, and
another translation on the Six Day War, an original
British edition. I have also read the book “My Life”
by Golda Meir. It is a most interesting story about a
great person and a great people.

Here in Iceland, as every where, we are hearing
constant war-news from Lebanon, and we have been
praying for the people there, and Israel as well. Most of
the public media here in Iceland has been rather
favourable towards Israel until the last few weeks.

I have been working for many years with literature
evangelism almost throughout the whole country —
selling Christian books and Bibles and conducting
meetings in private homes. I have also been trying to
reach foreign tourists who visit Iceland during the
summertime with Gospel Scripture portions in their
own language.

I know some Pentecostal Christians who have
visited Israel. We had one old Christian man here in our
meeting last year who displayed colour slides from
Israel and told of his trip to the land of Israel last year.
This old brother has been working for many years
among sailors, both Icelanders and other nationalities,

who dock at the Habour of Reykjavik, the capital city
of Iceland. He has been doing a great work for God for
many years.

Thank you again for your letter and prayers for our
country. We will remember Israel in our prayers too.
God bless you and the work of the Lord in Israel.

Your brother in Christ,
H.G.

NEW ZEALAND. —
Dear Gordon,

Shalom! Greetings in the lovely name of our Lord
Jesus Christ who is our Saviour.

As you will notice by my address I am an inmate of
a prison here in New Zealand. I have been a Christian
now for nearly sixteen months.

Recently I had four inmates come into my cell and
ask me questions about the Lord Jesus Christ and what
it meant to me to be one of His children. I gave them
my testimony and what this new life means to me and
how I can keep right with God. When they had listened
to me they got down on their knees and asked the
Lord Jesus Christ to come into their lives and cleanse
their bodies from all sin. I gave them some tracts and
Bibles and told them to come and see me if they had
problems in understanding any of the tracts.

To me it is such a wonderful privilege to witness to
285 other inmates here in Paparua Prison. When I first
became a Christian the road was very hard and the
ridicule was so great I cannot describe it. But as time
went by this ceased and now there is so many new-
born Christians here, it is so beautiful. There is a great
revival here in prison for the Lord Jesus Christ.

I believe in the prophecies and I know we are in the
time of Jesus Christ’s return.

You are in my daily prayers and also with our study
group.

I would like to receive your newsletter and ‘Judah’.

Hope to hear from you soon.

Yours in Christ Jesus,
R.F.

ENGLAND. —
Dear Brother in Christ,

Greetings in His dear name.

Thanks for the newsletter with its very interesting
up to the moment news concerning God’s ancient
people, for whom 1 pray daily.

My wife and I are fairing and daily looking for our
Lord’s coming — as often I say — “Keep looking up,
Jesus is soon coming down.”’

Christian love to you all,
.H.AW.

KOREA. —
Dear Sir,

I hope this letter finds you in the best happiness and
health with God’s blessings. '

I showed your Mount Zion Reporter to many
persons who are much interested in Israel, and all of
them were pleased to read it, and they are much
impressed by it. I sincerely ask you to continue to send
it to me.

I look forward to hearing your good news. God bless
you.

Sincerely yours, -
S.D.S.
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SonBeams Visit Lebanon

By now you may have heard of the SonBeams’ recent Gospel
singing tour of South Lebanon. The Lord was with them
throughout their journey and many gospel seeds were sown on
fertile ground, as they ministered in song and testimony to
thousands across South Lebanon, during which hundreds of
Bibles and leaflets were distributed. We praise the Lord for His
mighty hand of protection and for His sweet spirit of peace
which guided them through this war-torn country.

The day after they returned to Israel, civilians from Israel
were ambused and killed while traveling on the same roads
which the SonBeams traveled. Consequently, because of the
new outbreak of terrorist activities there, the border into
Lebanon was, for a time, closed to civilians. We are thankful
that the Lord allowed them to make their journey before the
trouble started and before the borders were closed.

SonBeam’s Report

Our journey began in Metulla, Israel, a small peaceful
town bordering Lebanon. Before the “Peace for
Galilee” operation, it was not such a peaceful place.
The small population of this simple predominantly
farming settlement lived under the continual threat of
PLO rocket fire from Lebanon. But that is another
story. Today all that remains in evidence of this ‘state
of war’ are the shells of an occasional PLO rocket, and,
obvious to the eye, the brightly colored entrances to
the village bomb shelters (so colored that they will be
casy for people in danger to find). We took lunch in
Metulla and waited some time for our guide to complete
the arrangements for the border crossing.

In Metulla we were invited into the home of a dear Jewish
lady who is known throughout the town as “‘Aunt Esther”.
She served us tea and apple strudel, and we sang a few
Hebrew songs with her. Aunt Esther is also known as “The
Mother of Soldiers’ because her home is always open to any
soldiers who happen to pass through this border town. She
always has strudel in the oven for them and a tea kettle on at
almost any time of the day or evening. Her living room is
decorated with hundreds of medals and campaign ribbons
given to her by the uniformed subjects of the carefully
framed photographs also set about the room. She will tell
you proudly that they are her sons. In this photograph you
can see Aunt Esther standing in the doorway of her home.
Directly in front of her is an exploded PLO Russian-made
Katusha rocket which landed in Metulla. In the foreground is
a fuel tank from a Phantom jet.
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Things went well and that afternoon we arrived at
Claya and Marjayoun, the first towns across the
Lebanese border. Here we received our first taste of
the overwhelming love and hospitality of the Southern
Lebanese people. The Spirit of the Lord was felt
mightily in these two townships. We went first to
Marjayoun, which is the home of Major Haddad,
leader of the Christian forces in South Lebanon. It was
a unique experience to witness in this town, which has
seen so much fighting and bloodshed. Many battles
raged here during the years of fighting, and the bullet
and shell-marked buildings give mute evidence of the
strife which this town endured. In the village of Claya
the large Maronite church was filled to overflowing,
with people standing all the way up to the altar. How
thrilling it was to join hands with our Lebanese brethren,
and sing of our privilege to belong to the same family,
the Family of God. We had a blessed time of fellowship
and witness with the people of Claya.

At Marjayoun

Ministering in song at Claya.

During the past years of war, the village of Claya
was one of the main centers in the Christian struggle
against the PLO terrorists, and one of the hardest hit
towns in Southern Lebanon. With a population of
4,000, 2,000 were injured and many killed. There are
many terrible stories to tell. Still, it was wonderful to

(continued on page 16)
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