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The Third Temple

by J. Ronald Cantrell

The rebuilding of the Third Temple in Jerusalem is
decidedly a controversial topic among both Christians
and Jews alike. For some it is simply a dream for the
distant future. for others an issue repeatedly com-
promised for politics to the point of becoming an
impossibility and still to others an imminent. feasible
reality.

Interest in the Temple Mount was renewed in
earnest when Israel liberated the Old City, wresting it
from the hands of the Jordanian Government in June
of 1967. In the heat of enthusiasm. after the war. not
even the Chief Rabbis concerned themselves with
regulations and Halachic Laws (the Jewish legal system
prohibiting Jewish people from entering the Temple
arca). Only later, in light of criticism for their hasty
actions, did they, together with Chief Rabbis from
other cities. meet and compile a statement forbidding
Jews to visit the Temple Mount “Because we are
unclean.™ Fear of treading unknowingly upon the Holy
of Holies was a predominant factor in this decision.

A once singular prohibition, imposed by the Rabbis
themselves. has since multiplied, posing great obstacles
to any excavation. exploration or even prayer on the
Temple Mount. Attempts to change the present
situation (which is biased in favor of the Moslems).
have met stiff opposition not only from the Israelj
Government, but now from the Wakf (the Supreme
Moslem Council).

Since 1967, many groups and individuals have
contested the Law restricting freedom of worship on

the Temple Mount arca. But, generally, only news of
the most radical ever reach the media outside of Israel:
Stories like that of Dennis Michael Rohan, a Christian
tourist from Australia, who in 1969 tried to burn
down the Al-Aksa Mosque at the southern end of the
Temple Mount area. Then that of Joel Learner. Kach
movement activist, who was in 1982 sentenced to 30
months in jail for plotting to blow up the Dome of the
Rock: and Alan Goodman, an American-born Isracli
soldier who on Easter morning commuandeered the
Temple Mount, terrorizing worshippers, and killing
two Arabs in a volley of rifle shots. These incidents
have tended to make serious protesters of the present
situation all but ignored.

Sensationalism also plays a notorious part in
reporting facts concerning the Temple Mount. Stories
that run the gambit include ones of Kissinger and the
Mafia being involved in a plot to rebuild the Third
Temple, to Prime Minister Menachem Begin’s enlisting
the Christian fundamentalists of Atherica in a multi-
billion dollar Arab land scam. This information is
obviously doubtful; nevertheless, there are Christians
who long to see the Temple rebuilt and they are in
direct contact with Jews in Israel whose intentions are
the same. Stanley Goldfoot. originally a South African
investment adviser and one-time publisher, is one of
their main contacts. Goldfoot is an activist in the
Ne’emanei Har Habayit (Faithful of the Temple
Mount), a group known in Israel for their regularly-
thwarted attempts to pray on the Temple Mount.
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Goldfoot says that the Christian fundamentalists are
the real modern day Zionists and that the Jewish
people have lost their vision for the restoration of the
land. The fundamentalists. he believes, realize that we
are coming to a critical period in earth’s history. He
feels they want to help Jews fulfill prophecy and thus
hasten the coming of the Messiah. Goldfoot believes
that the days of the underground are over, and that it’s
all open and above board now, but that the Temple
area is now an autonomous Arab State ruled over by
the Wakf. Ne’emanei Har Habayit is dedicated to
enabling the Jews to pray on the Temple Mount and
perhaps even have a synagogue there. They say that
they will use all legal means to achieve these ends.

Concerning stories that have circulated regarding
the third Temple being built in a location other than
on the Temple Mount itself (i.e. the recently finished
Great Synagogue of Jerusalem on King George
Avenue), Goldfoot says that there have always been
timid Jews who would rather give up the House of
God than be involved in conflict, and history. as recorded
in the Bible. should tell you of their ends.

As for the actual building of the Temple, he says
that they may not be ready for it yet, but still must
plan for it. He says that Jerusalem is the centre of
Jewish life and ‘Jerusalem’ doesn’t mean just the West
side; he and Ne’emanei Har Habayit maintain that it
means the Temple.

Another group is the Yeshivat Torat Cohanim. a
school of Orthodox Judaism, inside the walls of the
Old City. dedicated to the study of Temple rituals
from the laws of sacrifice to the weaving of priestly
garments. [ts aims are to keep abreast of all Temple
rituals in order to step directly into priestly service
when the Temple is reconstructed.

Concerning other aspects of the Temple area, an
[talian-born Jew by the name of Eduardo Recanati, a
few years ago, became observant, and moved to Israel.
He has devoted his time, energy and fortune to search-
ing for the Atk of the Covenant. According to Jewish
legend, one of the seven wonders that the Messiah will
perform, will be to reveal the whereabouts of the three
holy vessels that disappeared just before Nebuchadnez-
zar destroyed the First Temple. Revanati is captivated
by this mystery and asks how it is possible that the
Ark, which was God’s presence incarnate, could be
just lost or forgotten. Recanati doesn’t understand
why biblical sources don’t mention the fate of this
centerpiece of Judaism after Solomon finished the
Temple and installed the Ark in the Holy of Holies.
The Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the
Temple 400 years later and in the Biblical account of
the things that he destroyed or captured, there is no
mention of the Ark — not even a word. In Recanati’s
estimation, it was not mentioned because it was not
found!

To Recanati, the second great mystery is that the
Jews never cared about what happened to the Ark. He
quotes the prophet Jeremiah (3:16) who said of the
Ark: . neither shall it come to mind, neither shall
they make mention of it, neither shall they miss it,
neither shall it be made anymore.” Recanati believes
that the time of this prophecy of Jeremiah is over,
because the Jews are back in the Land and are con-
cerned about the whereabouts of the Ark of God.

Recanati’s own theory about the Ark is that
Solomon (being the wisest King to ever live), hid
the Ark on the very day that the Temple was
dedicated. Recanati affirms that Solomon “‘smoked
out” the Cohanim (in the Biblical account a cloud of
incense shrouded the Ark) and had the Ark lowered
into a secret chamber below the Foundation Rock in
the Holy of Holies, much like the inner sanctuaries of
the Pyramids.

Recanati believes that the Ark is still there on the
Temple Mount and thinks that he may have found a
type of symbolic map in Solomon’s Song of Songs.
He supports the findings of another Jerusalemite.
Professor Asher Kaufman of the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, a physicist who has devoted the last seven
years to research and find the exact site of the Temple
and the Holy of Holies within it.

This scientist, who in the past had worked on
problems of aerial gunsights and hydrogen fusion, put
his mind to a question virtually everybody had
presumed solved — the exact foundation of the Temple
and its situation on the Temple Mount. During a regu-
lar Bible reading time with his wife, they reached
Ezekiel 8:16 and he sat bolt upright. It reads thus:
“And he brought me into the inner court of the Lord’s
house, and behold at the door of the Temple of the
Lord, between the porch and the altar, were about
five and twenty men, with their backs toward the
Temple of the Lord, and their faces toward the east;
and they worshipped the sun toward the east.”

The band of renegade sun worshippers had signalled
to Kaufman, across the ages, a possible answer to the
problem he had been struggling with for years. It gave
him a clue to the exact location of the Temple. The
first rays of the morning sun rising over the Mount of
Olives must have struck directly at the door of the
Temple of the Lord. This places the Temple Foundation
just slightly to the north of the present Dome of the
Rock. )

In all, over a period of years, Kaufman identified
some S0 objects — rock cuttings, wall remains, and
cisterns — as part of the Second Temple complex.
After the 1969 fire in the Al Aksa Mosque, the Moslem
Council dug a canal, from the northern most corner of
the outer retaining wall of the Temple court, and ran
into an underground wall exactly where Kaufman
guessed that the wall of the Temple would have lain.
In the canal was a wall of ancient stones five meters
long, two meters thick and several courses high.
The walls’ massiveness pointed to the possibility of
Herodian origin. One stone was 2.5 meters long and
two of them had the typically margined edges of the
Herodian stones in the Western Wall. An archaeologist
reported the find to the head of the Antiquities
Department, Dr. Avraham Biran, and one week later,
upon return to the scene, they found the wall
demolished and the stomes scattered. Before anything
could be done, a tidy park had been erected on the
sight and all traces of the wall covered over and gone.
Why? In order to suppress further Jewish interest in
the Temple Mount.

In formulating his theory, Dr. Kaufman made use of
some 20 disciplines, including: mathematics, civil
engineering. ancient Jewish art (contemporary pictures
on coins and artifacts depicting the Temple). ancient

(continued on page 17)
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JERICHO

by Priscilla Fauth

Leaving Jerusalem, travelling east toward the Jordan
Valley, you will find yourself on a narrow road
winding down through the hills of Judea — the ‘Jericho
Road’. Travelling this road you will see nothing but
bare rolling hills and, for variation, an occasional
Bedouin camp, usually nestled in a valley, with a
nearby flock of sheep and goats speckling the hillside.
watched over by a Bedouin shepherd.

As you travel this road, which is one of the most
desolate in the world, you will come upon an old stone
building sitting on top of a hill. It is the “Inn of the
Good Samaritan”. It was originally built as a church by
the Byzantines to commemorate the parable that Jesus
told in Luke 10:30-36. The Crusaders later added a
fortress to it: the Mamelukes used it as an inn. It served
as a police station to the Ottoman Turks. In World War
| the station was bombed by the British before coming
into their hands, and, in World War 2. it was fortified
by them against a German invasion. In 1948 it was
captured by the Jordanian Arab Legion. Then. in 1967
(the six-day-war). it came into Israel’s hands. Today it
is called *‘The Good Samaritan Inn”.

As you continue to travel, eventually you will pass a
stone marker telling that you have reached sea level;
you continue to descend, and then finally you are out
of the Judean hills and entering a vast flat valley with
mountains on both sides. In this desert valley lies the
lifeless body of the Dead Sea — a unique sea of salt
some 18 km. wide, and stretching south some 80 km.
At 1,305 feet below sea level, this is the lowest place
on earth.

One of the first things you will notice if you stop
here is the hot and dry temperature. In just 30 minutes,
you have left Jerusalem which, at 2,528 feet above sea
level, has a fairly temperate climate, and have descended
almost 4.000 feet: and this difference in elevation
makes a considerable difference in climate. It is the
extreme dryness and aridity of the Dead Sea region
which led to the remarkable preservation of the “Dead
Sea Scrolls™ discovered in caves in the nearby hills and
at Masada.

The Dead Sea is fed by the Jordan River and by
various small springs along its shores. However, it has
no outlet. and because of this and because of the
constant evaporation, its water contains unusual
concentrations of salt and minerals. In fact, the average
salt concentration in the Dead Sea is 28 - 31% — this is
10 times the average amount found in oceans and open
seas. It is estimated that the salt content of the Dead
Sea is some 44 billion tons. It also contains huge
amounts of other minerals, some of which can be
extracted commercially.

Because of its large mineral content, soaking in the
Dead Sea is said to be beneficial to pzrsons suffering
from many different complaints. People from all over
the world come to take treatments at the Dead Sea and
the sulpher springs along its shores. Its water and thick
black mud have proven effective in the treatment of
many different ailments.

If you continued on, the road would swing right and
take you along the Dead Sea shore, passing Qumran,
Ein Gedi and Masada; finally it would reach the end of
the Dead Sea and continue south through the Negev
desert all the way to Eilat and the beginning of the
Red Sea and Sinai.

If, instead, you took the north branch of the road,
after just a few kilometers you would approach a
brightly blooming oasis, lush with date palms and
greenery of every description — shining amidst the sur-
rounding bleak desert landscape like a beautiful green
jewel. This is the ancient city of Jericho. It is the
oldest city in the world.

As you reach the outskirts of this ancient oasis, you
will be greeted by the pleasant aromas drifting from
the many beautiful blooming trees, flowers, shrubs and
plants that seemingly flourish all year around and
decorate every street and garden. Especially noticable
are the orange-flowered poinciana trees, bougainvillea
vines. evergreens, palms and hibiscus.

Passing through Jericho's streets, it would not be
hard to visualize small Zacchaeus, the chief publican,
taking advantage of one of Jericho’s many trees by
climbing it so that he might see Jesus over the large
crowd (Luke 19:1-4). You can almost picture Jesus
passing through; swarms of people around Him, and,
off in a distance a small man perched in a sycamore
tree looking quite pleased about his perfect view.

Coming in the town’s square, lining the streets on
either side, are little shops of all sorts with their
various wares on display. neatly piled, clear out onto
the sidewalks. Here you can purchase shoes, clothing,
toys and trinkets, pots and pans, and, if you are
hungry, warm fresh bread from the bakeries. Most
attractive to a hungry eye, are the shops filled with
luscious looking fruit and vegetables. Jericho is well-
known for its tasty produce, especially its oranges, and
rarely does a visitor pass through without purchasing
some. In this peaceful, quiet town you will also notice
many bicycles everywhere; you may quickly get the
idea that this is the main mode of transportation for
the residents of Jericho.

Jericho has existed — in one form or another
throughout recorded history, and even longer. It has
been built, destroyed and rebuilt countless times. We
are all familiar with the Biblical stories which took
place here: and, according to archaeologists, the city
goes back even further in time. In fact, they say that
Jericho was first settled sometime during the eighth
millenium B.C., which would make the city over
10.000 years old.

Venturing to the northwest of the present town
square, you will find some of the ruins of ancient
Jericho, buried in a huge mound — or tel — of earth
and rubble. Standing on this ancient tel, different
miraculous Biblical happenings which occured ir this
little city, may come to mind. Such as the famous
victory that Joshua and his trumpeting tribesmen won

f (continued on page 14)
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Jericho — desert oasis

(more photos on page 9)
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The Lord’s Work
Around The World...

We continue to receive good reports and testimonies
from fellow-laborers around the world. Praise the
Lord! May each one of us be a shining light brightening
the corner where we are with His bountiful love and
light.

— Gordon Fauth

New Ministry — Light, Love, Life in Him

Dear Brother Gordon,

We take the liberty to introduce ourselves to you as
Jim Bakker presented us last year on PTL, as two
“world renowned” photographers.

We have dedicated the bulk of our work to Israel
and the Jewish people, by publishing quality picture
books on these subjects. Max also was invited to be on
the 700 Club program last year.

But the Lord showed us last year that He had other
plans for us. Through His infinite grace we were both
born again in the Holy Spirit during one of the services
of the Full Gospel Businessmen’s Fellowship
International — Max being a Jew and Hilla “gentile-
born”, both of German origin.

We received the Lord Jesus as our Lord late in 1978.
A few months later we were water baptized in the
Jordan River. The Lord has performed mighty works
of psychological and physical healings, and miracle
after miracle followed as we walked with Him.

We have had a burden for Israel and the souls of
Jewish people for quite some time. This concern built
in intensity during our visit to Yad Vashem in Jerusa-
lem last year. It was there that the Lord spoke to us
through a dear sister in the Lord, Meridel Rawlings. He
said to us among others:

“] will use your work to stir up My People and call
them home.”

This and the project it inspired were later confirmed
by many other Christian brethren.

Sometimes we have had fears and doubts, though, to
start this service; giving up everything else. We do
know, however, that this is the attack from the other
side and are aware of who the victor is! God gave us
so many words of consolation and strength, such as
“] go ahead of you, behind you and am in your midst.
I will remove the mountains.” “You will have children
all over the world.” We thought that our books would
be the children, but this seems not to be the case, as
we now see. Max heard His voice one night: *“Go to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” And later He gave us
a vision, how to enable us to carry His commandment
through “to stir up His people.” It can be done by
means of a multi-media show making use of our many
slides of Israel, His Word and heart-touching music.
The show should be very emotionally composed with
much love given out by His Word, but also calling for
repentance. The Lord gave us also the title of the
show: “His Land — His People.” The pictures plus His
Word plus the music of jubilee shall overwhelmingly
penetrate into the hearts of even those who, being so
hardened in their hearts, shall say: “O, my God, how
could I not ever know that You are ever present and

so near.” And some of them shall also find the One
they have pierced and weep for Him.” (Zechariah
12:10). He will open their eyes, ears and hearts.

The Lord has closed some doors for us in the last
times, but opened new ones, by giving us contacts to
Jewish organizations. They are favoring our show. He
brought us to key figures (Rabbis, etc.). In a wonderful
way He showed us how to go along, using only the Old
Testament, using also those portions which point to
Jesus.

We have no real assets to qualify ourselves for such a
big task for Him. As the laborers in the vineyard we
also come rather late to do the job. But we do hope we
can still do a lot for Him until the end of our days (or
His return in glory). Alone His grace permits us to do
the work and this we know so very well.

We also thank God that He made us somehow
“famous”, so as to have easy access to normally
unreachable personalities. And somehow we know how
to deal with Jews. After all, Max himself is Jewish.

On the other side we have some difficulties and we
need help urgently, above all your backing us up in
prayer. Please, do back us in your intercession! Ask on
our behalf that we will always stay in His will.

We need His wisdom and knowlegde! Pray that the
Lord will give us the right word at the right moment.
That the Holy Spirit speaks through us and never,
never our own “flesh.”

Also pray that more and more the Lord may open
up the hearts, ears and eyes of the Rabbis, so they can
see their own Messiah. Religious Jews trust their
Rabbis more than the Bible. When Jesus gets the hearts
of the Rabbis, their disciples also will turn to the Lord.

We don’t know when the end times will come, but it
seems we are not far off if we look around at this
world now. Jesus Himself said that none knows, not
even Him, but only the Father. All we know is that the
State of Israel has become reality, which is part of the
fulfillment of prophesy; that Jerusalem has become
the stumbling stone for all the nations and that a new
generation of people was born in Israel, “beautiful and
strong”, as the Bible promised. (Psalm 110).

And we know God has called us to this ministry, to
“stir up”® His people because He wants to bring them
home.

And more, please hand this letter over to other
brethren, who likewise have a burden and love for His
chosen people.

We thank you so very much! We pray that the Lord
may bless you richly.

Max and Hilla Jacoby.

“Being fully assured that what He had promised, He
is also able to perform.” Romans 4:21.

Kook dEK KKK KakE KEX

JERUSALEM — GLORY OF THE PAST, HOPE OF THE
FUTURE: CITY FROM WHICH THE LORD WILL RULE THE
EARTH. (ISAIAH 24:23).
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Baptismal service in Gkoko, Benue State, Nigeria, West Africa.

Baptismal service in Pagadian City, Philippines.

Report from Pagadian City, Philippines

My Dearly Beloved Elder Gordon Fauth,

Greetings to you in the high and holy name of our
loving Lord and Saviour. How I praise and thank Him
for saving our poor sinful souls from all guilt, sin and
destructions. Praises and thanks be unto Him now and
evermore!

Elder Fauth, I am very glad that the good Lord
Jesus Christ is always with us and giving all things we
need for our daily and spiritual needs.

I rejoice to be able to send this short report of our
activities here. The good Lord Jesus Christ gave us a
chance to baptize seven souls in His sweet name. These
seven souls are from the “Remnant Church of Christ”.
They are hearing our Radio Broadcasts on Saturday
noon and Sunday noon. One Sabbath, Brother Banago
visited us here in our chapel in Pagadian City, asking
that I visit them the next Sabbath. All of us agreed
that we should visit and give them a Bible Study. After
a few Sabbaths all of them (the seven), decided to
follow the Lord and be baptized. After the said
baptism, I with some brothers and sisters went to San
Jose, Mahayag, Zamboanga del Sur, to errect a chapel
for the brethren there. Praise the Lord, we were able
to stand the said chapel and on the third Sabbath, we
were able to have our meeting in it! .

I praise Him for the souls baptized in His precious
name for the remission of sins. We hope that we can
continue working until we can see the coming of the
great King of kings and He shall reign for ever and ever
and make peace upon the earth.

May the rich blessings of the Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ continue to shine upon you and yours, is our
prayer. Please remember to pray for us.

With much Christian love,
Elder L.G. Cabardo
(Overseer of Philippines)

Ministers of the Gospel in Uyo, Cross River State, Nigeria,

West Africa.

?C%E

ARTICLES FOR PUBLICATION

We welcome good and timely articles for
publication in “The Mount Zion Reporter”. We
urge those of our Readers who have been
blessed with a talent for writing to put their
talent to use in this way for the glory of God.
Manuscripts submitted can be either typewrit-
ten or in hand-writing, although we prefer
them typed. We are unable to publish every
piece submitted, due to the large number re-
ceived, but we do promise to consider each one.
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Life in Israel

by Sarah Fauth

It has been over two months now, since my mother,
Naomi Fauth — along with my younger sister, Rifca —
left for the United States. Before this time, she had
not seen the United States, and many relations and
friends there, for more than eleven years: so, I hope
she is having a good and fruitful time there. And, I
hope her column will not suffer too much till her
return (Lord willing within a few months’ time). Until
then. 1 will be filling in for her.

[ am Naomi’s fifth child. I work on the staff of the
Mount Zion Reporter and am a member of the SonBeam
singing group. I am 21 years old and have lived most of
my life here in Jerusalem.

We are having winter weather here now, though it
does not seem quite as cold as last winter. The little
rain we have had so far has quickly turned everything
green, creating, almost, an illusion of spring.

The situation in Lebanon does not seem to be
getting much better. Although Israel is not actively
fighting — just trying to keep the peace in the areas it
controls — hardly a day passes here without news of
more Israeli soldiers killed or injured in attacks. We
have also been hearing a lot lately about the fighting
between Christians and Druse in Lebanon. Through
an unusual opening, the SonBeams may have the
opportunity of visiting the beseiged Christian city of
Deir al-Kamar (in the Shouf mountains, about 20 miles
southeast of Beirut) in the next few weeks. [t would
mean that we would be travelling through Druse lines
to reach the encircled town. This town has had its
population swelled by some 20,000 Christian refugees
who fled there from other towns in the region which
fell to the Druse forces, and whose inhabitants (those
who did not flee) were reportedly massacred. Although
nothing is certain yet, we are excited about this trip,
as we have never done anything quite like this before.
If it does work out, we will be visiting one of the most
troubled and dangerous parts of Lebanon. Before
making any decision, we will be doing a lot of praying
about it, and will consider everything carefully. We are
looking for the Lord’s guidance, and would appreciate
your prayers with us too.

Hanukka, which is a Jewish holiday that originated
between the times of the New and Old Testaments,
has just ended. It is the only non-Biblical Jewish
holiday that I can think of. It lasts a little longer than
a week and is in commemoration of a miracle: when
the Lord caused a little bit of oil in the Temple lamps
to burn for eight days until more oil arrived.

Many Christians will also be celebrating Christmas
here soon. On Christmas eve there are usually ‘thou-
sands of pilgrims from different countries at manger
square, the traditional place of Christ’s birth, in
Bethlehem.

Bethlehem today is still a small, unpretentious logk-
ing village; probably much the same as it has always
been. It is built on a hill above a flat stretch of land
called “shepherds” field” about four miles from
Jerusalem. There are a few modern bazaars around

manger square, but most of it is small, winding, arched
and open, walkways (with plenty of stairs) going every
which-way like a maze. Jutting up from the allyways
are ancient looking dwellings that all seem to be built
into each other. In fact, when in the heart of old
Bethlehem, to me, the whole surroundings appear to
be one single construction. I remember the first time
I visited Bethlehem, I was about nine years old and
my mother took me along with her while she did some
shopping at the fruit and vegetable market there.
Absolutely fascinated by everything, I wandered off
by myself, and — being freshly arrived from the U.S.A.
and foreign looking — I attracted the local children
who seemed fascinated by me. Although they could
not speak English, nor I their language, we quickly
developed communication, as children will. T taught
them how to count in English and we were soon
zipping in and out of the allyways together. When I
finally met up with my mother again, I’m sure she was
surprised to see three dozen, or more, new-found
friends in tow — the first friends I made among the
local children here.

Well, I suppose I should say Goodbye for now.
We've had two New Years already, the Biblical New
Year in the spring and the Jewish New Year in the
autumn, but another one is coming up soon, the
Roman one, which is celebrated by most countries of
the world, so, Happy New Year (in Hebrew — Shanna
Tova), and Shalom!

Love in Jesus,
Sarah Fauth

POPULATION AT 4,065,000

Israel’s population totals 4,065,000 persons, living
in 1,091 settlements, the Central Bureau of Statistics
reported yesterday in its announcement of the first
results of the 1983 census.

The figures showed that during the last decade
Israel’s population rose by 948,000, a 29 per cent
increase, and that the average number of persons per
family declined from 3.8 in 1972 to 3.5.

Some 90 per cent of the population lives in cities. A
quarter of the population lives in the three largest
cities, and some 60 per cent is clustered around those
cities.

There is a trend away from the city centres,
however, towards new suburbs.

The largest increases in population were registered in
Petah Tikva, Ramle and Rehovot. Some 835,000
persons reside in this area.

Other areas which registered increases were the
north, with 40 per cent, and Jerusalem, with 37 per
cent. The Tel Aviv area population increased by 11 per
cent, but Tel Aviv itself registered a 9 per cent drop in
population.
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Street scene in Jericho.

The Jericho Road, a few kilometres south of Jericho.

Ruins at the site of ancient Jericho — a tower which
archaeologists date back to 8,000 B.C. Exactly what this tower
was used for remains a mystery to scholars the world over.

(more photos on page 12)

The Bath House at Hishamn’s Palace.
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Extracts From Readers’® Letters

NIGERIA. —
Dear Brother Fauth,

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. May His love and peace abide with
you, your family and all members of The Mount Zion
Reporter.

I am indeed grateful for your response to my
request, in sending me the monthly publications. May
God reward you as it is the way of spreading His gospel
and His good name.

Let us be grateful in prayer for the peace of
Jerusalem and for all those that love the name. May
God bless you and your family richly as you remember
us in this part of the world in your daily prayers, while
we do the same for you there.

Yours in His Service,
LE.A.

KENYA. —
Dear Mount Zion Staff,

Greetings in Jesus’ most precious name. I am
writing to introduce myself to you so that you may
kindly include my name in your mailing list of your
wonderful magazine ‘JUDAH’ (The Mount Zion
Reporter).

I am a member of a growing congregation in the
central part of Kenya, and always eager to know and
learn more about God’s wonderful words.

Enclosed is my tithe which you may use in further-
ance of your noble work.

May the good Lord bless you all.

Your sister in Christ,
N.L.

GEORGIA, U.S.A. —
Dear Friends, Naomi and Gordon Fauth,

Our much too short visit-with you was enjoyed so
much by all of my group. We all regret not having had
more time to really fellowship with you and the
SonBeams. I hope to come back to Israel the first or
second week of December to complete a mission that
was started in June.

I hope the Bibles are continuing to come to you. I
have two more boxes ready to go.

I appreciate your work; serving the Lord is such a
rewarding ‘and joyful thing. I just fell in love with the
SonBeams and hope to see much more of them in the
future!

God Bless you all.

In Christian Love,
N.L.

INDIA. —
Dear Brother in Christ,

Greetings to you in the sweet name of our Lord
dJesus Christ. T was glad to receive the English Holy
Bible. Thank you very much.

We are doing God’s work in the towns and villages.
Please pray for our ministry.

My dear Christian brother, kindly send Tamil and
English tracts and Holy Bibles.

I have one hundred fifty members in my church.
We are praying for your work.

May God bless you and keep you and guide you in
your every attempt.

Closing with love,
T.K.dJ.

SWAZILAND. —
Dear Editor,

May peace and mercy be unto thee. To start with I
thank you very much for sending me two Bible Calen-
dars. This calendar is of a very great help to me. As a
result a good number of my Christian brothers have
asked me to order these calendars for them.

I am sure in the near future I will order thousands.
This will be sold in all countries in Africa. Daniel said,
“But you Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book,
until the time of the end: Many shall run to and fro
and knowledge shall increase.” This prophecy is being
fulfilled. These are the times all people are seeking for
the truth.

Hoping to hear from you soon.

God bless you,
T.J.B.

PENNSYLVANIA, U.S.A.—
Dear Gentlemen,

Hello! We have received The Mount Zion Reporter
for a few years now and are very pleased with it. It is
truly inspiring to see someone who is working for
God in these last days.

Thank you,
M.S.

UGANDA. —
Dear Sir,

Praise ye the Living God with me for He is blessing
us continuously.

Glory be to God the Almighty and Most High for
having blessed me as I started praying for that chosen
country ‘Israel’.

Your letter has been encouraging to our mission and
[ hope that you will help us more. I want your message.
I have nothing to give you but to give you my prayers
every day. Brother, my heart loves you.

I will appreciate any answer from you. Pray for me.

Iam,
J.G.F.

STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN, —
Dear friends in Christ,

Greetings once again in His precious name!

Thank you for your letter I received. I'm glad that
you are well and that God has blessed you in His work.

I pray for you and Israel. Please remember me in
your prayers.

Yours sincerely in Christ,

BURMA.—
Dear Editor,

I am very interested in Israel’s condition and
movement day and night. I once read The Mount Zion
Reporter and have very much interest in it.

Could you please send me one copy of The Mount
Zion Reporter every month?

May God bless you and your ministry of our Lord!

Your brother in Christ,
S.K.K.
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Seasoned

Among the more obscure sayings of Jesus are the
words He said to the disciples who had been disputing
among themselves as to which of them was the greatest,
“Have salt in yourselves and be at peace with one
another.”

What is the salt to which Jesus was referring, and
what does it signify? As so often happens, we may find
the answer by relating the new covenant to the old.

We have in Exodus 30:35 God’s instructions to
Moses regarding a perfume for the incense which was
to be put before the testimony in the tabernacle. This
perfume, made up of various spices, would be ‘tempered
together’. The margin says ‘salted’, so the salt signifies
a bond, a tempering together into union. The impor-
tance of this addition to the sacrifice, is emphasized in
Leviticus 2:13. “And every oblation of thy meat (meal
or cereal) offering shalt thou season with salt, neither
shalt thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God
to be lacking from thy meal offering; with all thine
offerings thou shalt offer salt.”

This is a permanent law, lasting right into the future,
for Ezekiel prophesies its continuance in the Temple of
the future age. In chapter 43:24 he says “Thou shalt
offer them (i.e. the sacrifices) before the Lord, and
priests shall cast salt upon them.”

Jesus tells us plainly what the salt means to us in our
day and age. Mark 9:50 “Have salt in yourselves and
have peace with one another.”

To have peace we must have that ‘brotherly love’
which opens the 13th chapter of Hebrews, but what of
the sacrifices so closely allied to the salt? Faithful
service demands sacrifice, of life itself if need be; but if
the sacrifice (merely of time or money) is not salted
with salt, it is useless. This is made clear by Jesus, in
Mark 9:49,50. “Every one shall be salted with fire.”
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with Salt
We may take it that the fire represents suffering and
discipline.

What a stupendous example we have in Jesus
Himself, His brotherly kindness and love extended not
only to His close companions, or to the respectable
members of society, but even to the vilest outcast.
Fearlessly He pointed out to the scribes and Pharisees
the reason why their sacrifices, so diligently observed
from their viewpoint, were unacceptable to God.
Matthew 23:23. “Ye tithe mint and anise and cummin
but have left undone the weightier matters of the Law,
Judgement, mercy, and faith.”’ They had left out that
little vital ingredient, the salt of brotherly love and
kindness.

How wonderfully does Jesus of Nazareth fulfil the
whole Law of His Father, throughout His life and right
to the very hour of His death! The terrible punishment
of scourging and crucifixion was the method of death
derived from the ancient world, whose object besides
death was the utter humiliation of a fallen enemy by
the victor. Yet Christ in the midst of this dreadful
suffering never forgot the salt of loving kindness,
as is shown by His prayer, “Father forgive them, for
they know not what they do”, and His kind, comforting
words to the repentant thief.

We are all members of the body of Christ, which is.
His church, and are in the process of being bonded
together into one, in Him Who is the Head.

In our dealings with all men, brethren, neighbours or
strangers, and in our prayers and sacrifices of thanks-
giving to our Father in Heaven, let us remember the
salt. “For His merciful kindness is great towards us.”
Psalm 117:2. If we remember to show this merciful
kindness to those around us, the salt will not be
lacking from our sacrifices. ) a

COO000000O0O0OC0O0OO0O0O0O0O0O

Model of the 2nd Temple (see related story on page 2).

THE ALMIGHTY CHOSE ZION

“They that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion,
which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. As the
mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is
round about His people from henceforth even
forever.” Psalms 125:1, 2.

“The lord shall bless thee out of Zion: and thou
shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy
life.” ' Psalms 128:5.

"*For the Lord hath chosen Zion; He hath desired it
for His habitation. This is my rest forever. Here will |
dwell, for | have desired it.” Psalms 132:13, 14.

“/L et them be confounded and turned back that hate
Zion."” Psalms 129:5.

“The Lord shall inherit Judah His portion in the
Holy Land, and shall chose Jerusalem again. Be silent,
O al! flesh, before the Lord: for He is raised up out of
His holy habitation.”’ Zechariah 2:12, 13.
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The peak in the center far background is the traditional “Mount of Temptation™. This photo was taken from
the tel of ancient Jericho, which is on the west side of the modern town.

The Byzantine monastery at the summit of the “Mount of Temptation”. It is possible to drive to the base of
the mountain, park your car, and ascend to the monastery on a small winding path. It's a long, steep climb!

".
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