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Jerusalem — The Chosen City of God (7M7)

“For the Lord hath chosen Zion: He hath desired it for His
habitation’® (Psalms 132:13). ““The Lord of hosis shall reign in
Mount Zion, and in Ferusalem’ (Isaiah 24:23). “They shall call
Jerusalem the throne of the Lord™ (Feremiah 3:17). *‘Bur I have
chosen Jerusalem, thar My Name might be theve’® (2 Chron. 6:6).
“The Lord also shall voar out of Zion, and utter His voice Sfrom
Jerusalem”® (Foel 3:16).

Funds may be sent by check, money order or bank draft.
Address correspondence to:

The Mount Zion Reporter
P.O. Box 568
Jerusalem — ISRAEL

CHRIST’S TOMB |

The Controversy

{

by David Marcus

Thousands of pilgrims from all over the world come to Jerusalem each year to visit the tomb of
Christ. But which tomb? There are rwo sites in question. The Catholics and many Eastern
churches maintain that the Church of the Holy Sepulchre is the authentic site, while most

Protestants believe that the nearby Garden Tomb is more likely to be the correct one. There are
good arguments both for and against the authenticity of either site. The following articles present
the facts of each case, and, we hope, will shed some light on this interesting subject. ‘

The Church Of The
Holy Sepulchre

Based in part on Christian Life in Israel’s
“History and Archaeology at the Holy Sepulchre®’

The Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem encom-
passes the traditional site of the crucifixion and the entomb-
ment. The first church, actually a complex of buildings, was
built by order of the Roman Emperor Constantine following
his mothers “‘discovery” of the supposed Tomb in 326 A.D.,
during her pilgrimage to the Holy Land. At that time the
bedrock surrounding the burial chamber was cut away, leaving
only a thin shell so that what had been a cave was now a ““little
house” (L. aedicula) standing isolated in the center of the
Rotunda. Nearby were the adjoining Chapel of Golgotha and
the great Basilica. Constantines church was burned down by
the Persians in 614 A.D., restored and then totally destroyed

Plan of church in the 7th century: e) Golgotha; 2) Edicule:
b) “Tomb of Joseph of Arimathea”
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by order of the Fatamid Caliph al-Hakim, in 1009
A.D. The present church, consecrated in 1149 A.D.,
dates from the Crusader period. Italso was damaged
by fire in 1808 A.D. and has since been restored.
Though it incorporates carlier clements, only the
Rotunda still conforms with the features of the
original fifth-century building.

The history of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
is known from contemporary accounts; but only
during the last 25 years, as a result of the major
works of restoration now nearing completion, have
scholars been able to survev and investigate the
actual fabric and substructure.

The history of this site can be traced from about
100 B.C. when it was a stone quarry through the
12th century when the last major reconstruction
took -place. The first buildings were started in 336
A.D., and there has been a church on the site ever
since. Of course, no one can say with absolute
certainty whether this is the actual site of Golgotha
and Christ’s temporary entombment; however, by
virtue of the tradition alone which is thought to have
passed from the first local disciples to the Romans in
the fourth century — it is about as good a possibility
as you could ask for.

For several reasons many believe the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre is the site of the Crucifixion. In
the gospel of John, Christ was crucified outside the
city walls (a requirement of Jewish law). Many
archacologists hold that the church was outside the
city walls throughout part of the Ist century. It was
incorporated into the city after the building of the
“Third wall” by Herod Agrippa in 41 A.D.

According to archaeological evidence, the church
site was an ancient quarry which was abandoned in
approximately 100 B.C. The quarry had many
room-like excavations carved into the surface of the
bedrock. So, when building a tomb, instcad of

maving to dig down and then tunnel in, one could tunnel in

directly. Thus the quarry would have made a desirable site for
a Jewish burial ground.

In the quarry there was a large stone block — left behind
because it was cracked and very soft — which is believed to
have been Golgotha. The area where this block stood became a
garbage dump. One idea is that when the Romans were about
to crucify Jesus, they decided, because the condemned was
supposed to be “the King of the Jews”, that it would be a great
joke to crucify Him on top of a garbage dump. Then, because
His body had to be taken down from the cross before the
Sabbath, — which was a special High Day Sabbath — He
would need to be laid in the nearest available tomb (which was
donated by His disciple, Joseph of Aramathea). Itis presumed
that Joseph had previously carved out a tomb in the quarry for
his future use.

But does the quarry fit into the Bible’s description of this
very important scene? The biblical account mentions agarden
(John 19:41) and some think that wind-blown seeds which
settled in the quarry, with the little rain that falls in winter,
would soon have grown into what passes for a garden in this
part of the world. It is true that wild flowers and grass (and
maybe even a few wild trees) would very likely spring up in
such a place.

In the church Constantine built, there was a sepulchre
surrounded by a thin edicule or enclosure of solid rock which
was supposed to be where Jesus was laid. But when Hakim
destroyed the church in 1009 A.D. he left nothing except a bit
of molding that may have been from the original tomb.
Unfortunately there was no investigation of this fragment
because the site of the tomb was not excavated or surveyed at
all due to the concensus of the Greek Orthodox, Roman
Catholic, and Armenian authoritics. Today, the church is
administered jointly by these bodies who over the years have

contains

Inside the church — the entrance to the edicule (or enclosure) that

the sepulchre said to be the tomb of Christ.

bitterly contested with one another in a belligerant rivalry for
the domination of the church. This time, however, they did
reach an agreement; the result was that only the minimum
necessary renovations would be done.

The strongest argument for the authenticity of the church as
the actual site of the crucifixion and entombment is in its
establishment as the traditional site which has been passed
down through the centuries. Nevertheless there was a gap of
about 300 years between the Biblical events and the site’s
“rediscovery”. One might argue that the local Jewish believers
might have resented the gentile Christian usurpers from Rome
and might have kept the actual site sacred to themselves. But it
would stand to reason that as the early Jewish community of
disciples proclaimed Yeshua far and wide they would have
pointed to his empty tomb as evidence. This probably would
have been well known to the ever present Romans, and passed
on by word of mouth until 326 A.D. In fact, the Romans had
built a temple on the site, dedicated to the Goddess Aphrodite,
which was still standing at the time the Emperor Constantine’s
mother visited Jerusalem. The Romans might have built the
Temple — if they considered the site a Christian shrine — to
spite the Christians. n]

The Case For The Alternative:
The Garden Tomb

In 1882, a British officer and Bible scholar, General
Gordon, became convinced that the area now known as the
Garden Tomb, was the actual site of the Crucifixion and
entombment of Jesus. The site was previously advocated by
Otto Thenius in 1842 and by col. Conder in 1875 as Golgotha,




4 THE MOUNT ZION REPORTER

M

The Garden Tomb. The legend on its door reads, ““He is not here. He is risen!”

THE GARDEN TOMB

(continued from page 3)

however it was Gordon who popularized the idea. The Garden
Tomb is now widely accepted by Protestants as the site of
Calvary.

The tomb was discovered in 1867 close to an enormous
cistern (which was discovered later). However, the tomb was
not actually excavated until 1891, In 1894 the Garden Tomb
Association was formed and the site was acquired. Since then
the trust has had sole responsibility for the maintenance of this
beautiful site and the ministry which is conducted there.

From the far end of the garden, a rugged ridge can be
observed. In later years it has been called *“*Skull Hill”. In the
Bible the place of the Crucifixion was called Golgotha which is
a Hebrew word meaning “the place of the skull” (in Greek
Calvary). Many agree that this rocky outcrop does bare a
striking resemblance to a human skull.

The garden which occupies this site today is as lovely and
well kept as it is peaceful, but was there a garden here during
the life of Christ? The evidence indicates that there was. (Jn
19:41.)

The cistern in the garden holds 200,000 gallons of rain water
which is enough to provide a large plantation with irrigation
throughout the eight dry months of the year. In addition to the
cistern (which is the largest known ancient cistern in the area)
there is a Roman wine press in an excellent state of preserva-
tion (excavated in 1942). This means there was a vineyard
either occupying the site or at least adjacent to it. Some think
that there was an olive grove on the site, but in any event the
Greek word for “‘garden” could also be used to describe a
vineyard or an orchard.

Another corroboration of an ancient garden existing on this
sitec comes from the lst century Jewish-Roman historian,
Josephus Flavius. In his account of an attempt by highwaymen
to rob him and his company (which took place in the area
which is now the garden tomb) Josephus described the
difficulty they had in escaping on horseback because of the
many “‘rich man’s gardens and orchards” they had ro flee
through.

The Garden Tomb area was also outside of the city walls, in
keeping with the Biblical account. But as far as establishing it’s
authenticity as the site in question, it 1s the tomb itself that is
most interesting as it most certainly fits the description of the
Bible. Firstly, it is without doubt a rich man’s tomb, (Isa.
53:9). Only a rich man could have afforded a private tomb such
as this one, with only two sepulchres. The common tyvpe were
catacombs with many connecting burial chambers.

The tomb was also a new one in which no one had ever been
laid before (Jn. 19:41). We know this because one of the
sepulchres had been completed while the other was still
unfinished. The sole occupant of the tomb must have been laid
in the finished sepulchre quite unexpectedly, which is why the
second sepulchre was not finished! Joseph of Aramathea did
not plan to bury Jesus in his tomb, it was supposed to be for his

“Skull Hill>’ with its haunting image of a human skull.

’

(continued on page 5)
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Extracts From Readers’ Letters

SOUTH AFRICA.—
Dear Editor.

I have received a Mowunt Zion Reporter from a friend a few days
ago. It is an interesting magazine. | read sorrowful news about
lsraclites scattered all over the world and in trouble. [ am
hoping that Cod will soon gather all His children to Jerusalem.

Kindly send me the Mount Zion Reporter and a calendar with
days and months showing your holidays. | would also like to
have some books and tracts, '

Yours in Jesus,

K.G.

SCOTLAND.—
Dear Friends in Christ.

Thank vou for your letter. I am always glad to hear from
vou, dear friends, at the Monnt Zion Reporter. We will, [ suppose,
never meet here on earth, but in the sweet by and by we shall
meet up yonder where our great good Saviour has gone to
prepare a mansion for His Blood Bought Children.

What a day that will be when we shall be free from all taints
of sin. Praises be unto thee, Lord of Glory.

I pray for Lebanon. | pray for Jerusalem; it is God’s City and
evil spirits and demons will only be allowed to go so far and no
further.

I have enclosed a small gift for the work of the Gospel so that
others may be ready to find the Saviour as their very own.
What a gift!

Yours because of Calvary,

L.

SAINT LUCIA, WEST INDIES.—
Dear Elder,

I used to be a Catholic but as time went by | realized that
there was something spiritual that was lacking. I started reading
different articles and going to different churches just to find out
the truth. | later read the Bible which has been the best book
that I have read. | have read it from cover to cover and | find
that there is much more that I have to learn about God, my
Saviour, and how to go on living in this world until He is ready
for us in the world to come. I know that | have made many
mistakes in life but now I'm just seeking for the right path and |
know through Jesus I can be directed. | would like to know
more about your church and beliefs. | know that your church
has been inspired from old for God is the same yesterday, today
and forever.

Please help me for | feel that I have no choice but to walk in
the true light which is God’s given way to His chosen few.

Thanks for your kind and loving consideration.

A friend in Christ.
Gl

NIGERIA.—
Dear Sir,

With my greatest respect and honour I write you this letter
which [ hope will meet you in good condition.

My aim of writing you this letter is that | want you to send
me your Holy Bible. If you can send me the Bible | will be very
happy in Christ.

[ need the Bible because I want to know ahout Christ. | don't

get money to buy the Bible and my parents will not give me
money to buy the Bible. | have asked them several times but
they will not allow me to buy it
So I want you to help me that | may be able to get the Bible
and | believe you will send it to me in Jesus name.
Yours in Christ,
O.0P.

OHIO, U.5.A.
Dear Friends in Jerusalem,

Greetings from the ULS.A. in the name of our Lord, Jesus
Christ. May His love and peace be with you.

Thank you for your wonderful letter to us. We always enjoy
your good letters about Jerusalem and the good work you are
doing there. Yes, we will pray for the Jerusalem Ministry. [ will
help in the financial part as long as | am able to work. [ am
seventy years old but I am not ready to give up vet. | feel good
most of the time and I am still able to hold my nursing job.

Yes, we pray for the SonBeams’ Ministry too. They are
wonderful and an inspiration for all. I play the first tape you
sent me over and over, but the second tape [ can’t play anymore
as it keeps unwinding in my tape player and gets caught in it. |
wish you could send me another one. [ would be grateful for it.
I love their music it is very beautiful.

We can read in the papers and see on T.V. what the
terrorists are doing with bombs. It’s just terrible the damage
they can do besides all the lives they are taking. But they will
get their just punishment some day. We agree with you we do
live in troubled times. Please remember us in your prayers.
May the Heavenly Father bless and keep you in His care.

Yours in His Service,
W. & LK.

E R A

The Garden Tomb

(continued from page 1)

own burial. If this tomb 75 Joseph’s tomb it would explain why
it was put into use before it was completed.

This tomb was hewn out of rock and had a great rolling stone
to seal it (Mt. 27:60). Although the rolling stone was not found,
the very large groove which was cut for it is in plain sight.
There 1s also standing room for a number of people as the Bible
describes. (Luke 24:3).

Another interesting similarity of this tomb to the tomb of
Jesus can be read about in John 20:5. When Peter arrived at the
tomb he stooped down and looked through the door and was
able to see, from where he was standing, that the tomb was
empty. In the time of Christ, there was a higher level at this site
than there is now. It would have been necessary to bend down
to look into the tomb, and from the door you can just see the
one sepulchre that was completed, the one in which the body of
Jesus would have been laid.

There is evidence of a building — possibly a chapel — which
had been erected in front of the tomb. There is also a hollow
carved in the rock floor in front of the tomb which some
experts believe to be a babtistry. Inscribed in the face of the
tomb is an anchor sign which is an early Christian symbol.
There is also a Byzantine cross painted in red on the wall above
the finished sepulchre. This evidence seem to indicate that the
structure was an early Christian place of worship.

(continued on page 22)
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Ethiopian Jews Demand

Recognition From Chief Rabbis

The encampment with the seat of the Rabbinate of Jerusalem in the background. The sit-in
demonstration took place right on busy King George St. in the heart of Jerusalem in a landscaped
area in front of the Plaza Hotel. The Hotel was very symparhetic to the Ethiopians and at times
stored the food that many Israclis donated to the Ethiopians in its refrigerators.

Earlier this year, during one of the worst famines in Africa,

thousands of Jewish refugees from Ethiopia were airlifted to-

Israel in a secret, and later much publicized, mission code-
named “OPERATION MOSES’. They were the survivors of
a once large and prosperous black Jewish tribe in Ethiopia who
can trace their Jewishness back, at least, to the second Temple
period. Under the present government in Ethiopia, and under
previous regimes, they were sorely persecuted. Israel has been
trying for years to secure their immigration, and once in Israel
they were welcomed with open arms. Since then, the Absorp-
tion Department has done all it can to make their integration
here as unchaotic and comfortable as possible, and they have
adapted well. In fact, the Ethiopian immigrants have amazed
many with their ability to make themselves at home and
bounce right into almost every aspect of Isracli society.

Of course, there is always a thorn in the bush, and the thorn
in the assimilation of the Ethiopian immigrants has been the
Rabbinate (Israel’s council of chief Rabbis). In Israel, the
Church and State, or rather, the synagogue and the state, are
not as separate as in most democratic countries, and this
council has jurisdiction over matters that are considered
“religious”; which includes, among other things, control over

Jewish marriages. As there are no civil marriages in Israel, this
means that all Jews married here must do it through a Rabbi
approved by the Rabbinate.

According to their traditions, the Ethiopian Jews — or
Falashas, as they are called here — are the descendants of Jews
who left Israel and settled in Ethiopia at the time of the Queen
of Sheba’s visit to King Solomon. Some scholars dispute this
story, and have other explanations, but it is what the Falashas
believe. They have often suffered grievously for their stead-
fastness in holding to the Jewish faith; and until Western
explorers visited them in the last century, they believed they
were the only Jews left in the world. They were reportedly

quite surprised to be told that there were quite a number of

Jews left in the world, and that most of these other Jews were
white, not black!

Because the Ethiopian Jewish community has been separ-
ated from mainstream Judaism for more than two millenium,
their religious practices and customs have not cvolved along
quite the same lines as the orthodox Judaism of today. In
particular, they do not have the Talinud — or oral law.
According to orthodox Jewish belief, God gave the oral law to
Moses at Sinai, along with the other laws of Moses which are
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found in the Bible. They say that it was passed down orally
from generation to generation, until, finally, in order to
guarantee its preservation, it was written down in a codified
form. The Talmud really consists of two parts: the Mishne, or
actual oral law, and the Gemorah, which contains the commen-
taries and interpretations of various sages and rabbis.

The fact that the Falashas, who seem to represent an
extremely old form of Judaism, do not have any tradition of the
oral law would seem to argue against its authenticity. This is a
sore point with the Rabbinate. Since the Rabbinate most
certainly does believe in the authenticity of the Talmud, it is
almost forced to doubt the Jewishness of the Falashas. For
orthodox Judaism, the observation of the Talmud is essential.
In fact, it is maintained that without the interpretations and
codifications it contains, it is not possible to keep the (Old
Testament) Law given in the Bible or Tenach.

Most of the Ethiopian Jews, for their part, seem willing to
accept the Talmud as the price of their being accepted back into
mainstream Judaism. However, the Rabbinate has also
directed that young Falasha couples wishing to be married
must first undergo a “symbolic” conversion ceremony.
Remember, as Jews in Israel, they can only be married by
licensed rabbis. The Ethiopians have their own rabbis, which
they call “‘Kesim’’ but these, of course, are not recognized by
the Rabbinate.

The symbolic conversion ceremony which the Rabbinate is
demanding the Ethiopians undergo includes a ritual emersion.
Although generally the Ethiopians have been very flexible in
adapting to the form of Judaism practised in Israel, they take
great exception to the idea of a conversion ceremony, consider-
ing it a grave insult and an insinuation that they are not Jewish.

They point out that they and their forefathers endured many
centuries of severe persecution, holding steadfast to their
Jewish faith, even when, as happened many times in Ethiopia,
it meant the loss of their lives. Now that they are back in Israel,
the land of their fathers, they say that they find it simply
intolerable that their Jewishness should now be questioned by
their own brethren.

An Ethiopian Jewish Elder with other demonstrators

A young Ethiopian Jew poses with placards at the
barricade. *‘Jewish conversion is not for the Jewish
people!!” The sign with the heart reads, “We are with
you! From Kibbutz Sheelfone.”

For months there has been a continuing controversy over
the issue which climaxed recently in the Ethiopians staging a
month long sit-in strike outside the Rabbinate offices in
Jerusalem; demanding that the council of Chief Rabbis
consider them Jews in their own right.

Although they didn’t receive much sympathy from the
council, they were supported by many other sectors in Israel,
including the Israeli government. Some Orthodox Rabbis
went against the ruling of the Rabbinate — even so far as to
marry Ethiopian couples with no pre-conditions. In time, the
Rabbinate was forced to reach a compromise with the
community whereby the Jewishness of the community as a
whole was accepted; however, the Jewishness of each
Ethiopian couple who desired marriage would have to be
considered individually. The Ethiopians were not fully
satisfied with this compromise, but they decided to accept it
and ended the demonstration. The latest news, however, has it
that the Chief Rabbis are going back on the agreement, and
imposing their original demands. This means that there will
probably be more conflict over the issue in the future.

Whatever the outcome of the whole affair, it is clear that the
Ethiopian protest has served some purpose. Aside from
bringing the Ethiopian community closer together, it has
taught them to organize and has illustrated to them the
workings of a democracy. Their month-long encampment
outside the Rabbinate has also brought them into contact with
the “Israeli on the street”. Most Israelis are not ultra-religious,
and the Ethiopians found many sympathizers. Many secular
Jews in Israel resent the ultra-orthodox community for
enforcing their religious laws on Jews who are not of their
persuasion, and applaud the Ethiopian Jews for defying the
authority of the Rabbinate. '

It remains clear that whatever problems the long-lost tribe
from Ethiopia faces in integrating into Israeli life, that most
Falashas are still very happy to be back in the “Promised
Land” and their Jewish brethren here are likewise happy to
have them back. ]

“The Lord shall inherit Judah His portion in the
Holy Land, and shall choose Jerusalem again. Be
silent, O all flesh, before the Lord: for He is raised
up out of His holy habitation.” Zechariah 2:12, 13.
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The Lord’s Work
Around The World ...

It is always a great encouragement to receive news of what
the Lord is doing through His people. We thank God for
every worker who is faithful in the calling to minister His
love to the needy. Please pray that their fruits will bé
greatly multiplied.

— Gordon Fauth

LR B A B R S R E R EEEE SR

Editors note: The following report is from C.A. Matthew of

Nigeria, Africa, who, in addition to engaging in the important work
of spreading the Gospel, is also filling a real need by adminisiering a
mission bospital — the only hospital in that region of Nigeria. He is
doing a worthy job and he and the staff at the hospital would be glad

of your prayers

Report From Nigeria

Dear Brother Gordon,

[ greet you in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Thank you for the aid sent to me. | received both
registered letters.

I had already posted to you the reports of the
campmeeting and the Lord’s Supper report plus pictures
of the Clinic Hospital.

I shall send you the report of the State General
Conference of the church.The Lord has done wonderful
things in that conference here in Nigeria. They did not
know much about Jerusalem but now many people know
about it.

We are planning to open a Bible Institute. Many are
anxious for me to start but funds are the present trouble.
We hope to have more than 30 students to start with.
Please consider and pray over it. The work is in your hand
and the Lord’s.

Praise the Lord! We are the conquerors. Extend my
love to all.

Thanks sincerely,
C. A. Matthew

Elder C. A. Matthew in his office at the Health Center,

L SRS

Pregnant women, children suffering with measles, and new-born
babies needing innoculation visit the clinic.

The new building — now ready for paintung and wiring.

Report From India.

Dear Brother Gordon M. Fauth,

Our best Christian greetings from India. We all do well
and hope the same with you all there.

The Divine Gospel work is going on as scheduled. The
Elder A. N. Dugger Orphanage is being run well. During
the course of this month 10 children left the home and
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another 10 children were admitted. Those who left the
orphanage have attained their age. Now the present
strength is 16 girls and 14 boys. The children are
promoted to the next higher class and the schools are
re-opened. Now they need books, slates and other
equipment besides clothes.

The work is going on. Grace, my daughter, and her
husband are assisting me in the maintenance of the
orphanage. The Gospel work is being led by me and
crusades are being conducted. The Father of the Heaven
blesses your work and your aid to the work here. We all
pray for the work you do in Jerusalem. Kindly pray for our
work in India. Now the affairs of the world are not at all
good. Much chaos everywhere. The second coming of the
Messiah is not too far off. All the orphans convey the best
respects and regards to you and Naomi Fauth and all your
family members, and staff. We all await your kind letter.
All our co-workers pay their respects and regards to you
all.

Yours in His Service,
Elder S. Matthew, Overseer.

Report from Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A.

Dear Brother Gordon and Sister Naomi,
Greetings in the Holy Father’s name and His son our
Lord Jesus Christ. | pray that this finds you and all of

[ e

yours in good health and spirits. The picture is of Brother
Oieda, a new sister in Christ, Eliva Cerna, and the little girl
is my daughter Jenifer (she’s nine). Both Eliva and Jen were
babtized on September 1, 1985. I'm so thankful and happy
that the Lord has saved my little one. So is Brother Ojeda
and he asked me to write and share our joy with you.
Please remember us in your prayers. We pray that the
grace and the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ may
abound in you.
Yours in Christ,
Oralia Olivia

The children and staff of the A.N. Dugger Memorial Orphanage. The orphanage — which was established m the memory of our

founder

makes a difference in the lives of these kids who otherwise would have no hope at all. These little orphans, who receive

love, education, the basic necessities, and spiritual training, have a better chance than many thousands of children in this
impoverished land. The children are very grateful, and thank all of you who by your giving to this ministry have made this chance a

reality.
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By Winnie Hammond

It is written, ‘‘Fear God and keep His

commandments, for thisis the whole duty
of man’’. Ecclesiastes 12:13. This verse sums
up the whole of the Bible message. It is like
the acorn, so tiny, but encompassing a

mighty oak tree within.

here are two kinds of fear, human and Godly,
and the one 1s the antidote of the other. Human fear
is the result of a bad conscience towards God, giving
rise to tension, anxiety, foreboding and gloom.

The fear of God has the opposite eftect. ‘I will fear no
evil, ”’ says the psalmist, “‘for Thow art with me’’ (Psalms
23:4), but when he contemplates the majesty and power
of the Creator, he acknowledges humbly, “Mv flesh
trembleth for fear of Thee, and I am afraid of Thy
Judgments.”” Psalms 119:120.,

Adam . .. Human fear is as old as mankind and was
born in the Garden of Eden. It was the first-fruits of
disobedience to the Almighty. Adam disobeyed a distinct
command, and, for the first time, knew what fear was. *‘/
was afraid because I was naked.”” Genesis 3:10.

So the gate was closed to that beautiful Paradise,
where the Lord God had walked with Adam in peace and
love, and an angel with flaming sword guarded that great
iron gate.

Adam, however, was not left without hope, for a seed
was promised who would fulfill all the commandments of
God and so be able to open the gate, though at great cost
to himself.

Moses. .. We have many examples in Scripture of the
way in which fear worked in the lives of God’s people.
We think of Moses as a daunting hero, and his faith and
courage are unquestionable. He was called upon to do
some seemingly impossible things. God commanded
him to meet with Him at the top of the mount, which was
on fire and shaking with an earthquake. This he did, in
spite of his human fear which is plainly recorded in He-
brews 12:21. Moses said, ‘I exceedingly fear and quake.”’

The Widow . .. 1 Kings 17 records the story of the
poor widow, reduced by the drought to her last meal,
when Elijah arrived asking her for a drink and a morsel of
bread. After hearing of her situation he told her to go and
bake her food, and to make him a little cake first. This
must have sorely tried her faith. It is hard for us to
imagine ourselves in such a dire situation, with only one
very little meal between us and a slow, lingering death;
with a small, starving child before our eyes. (Perhaps we
have never felt the pangs of real hunger.) But to this
widow, it was a very real and desperate situation and in
the midst of it she found the grace to believe the promise
of God through Elijah, and faith overcame her fear.

Ebed-Melech . . . Another example can be found in
Jeremiah 39. Ebed-Melech was an Ethiopian, a servant
in the king’s house (probably a captive), and he showed
great courage in going to the king and pleading for

Jeremiah’s life. Kings in those days were all-powerful.
Life and death, in human terms, were in their hands. It
could have been no easy thing to make one’s way through
the king’s bodyguards and beard the lion in his den, but
this humble servant risked his life for his friend and was
rewarded (Verses 17 & 18).

The woman with the issue of blood. .. Mark 5:25
tells the story of a poor woman suffering from a most
distressing disease. She had spent all she had on
physicians who could not cure her. Then she heard about
Jesus. She had evidently seen others cured by this
wonderful man who had appeared in Israel, and hope
had sprung up in her heart. If only she could find a way of
getting near Him. However, to her dismay, there were
always so many other people surrounding Christ on
those dusty roads, that the prospect of her being able to
reach Him seemed hopeless. But God is always near to
help us in times of trouble if we rely upon Him. He makes
the way plain before us and the rough places smooth. All
we have to do is step out in faith and courage, as did the
lady in our story. She overcame her fear of failure,
stepped forward and tried her best to reach Jesus. The
crowds parted; she found herself near to Jesus. She
touched His garments, and was immediately cured. Can
we begin to imagine her relief and amazement! Jesus
looked round to see who had touched Him and the lady
came forward ‘‘in fear and irembling,”’ but His ever
kindly, comforting words sent her home with peace and
joy and thankfulness in her heart.

Saul... We also have examples of people who gave in
to their fears instead of trusting in God’s support. A good
case in point is Saul, who had been called to the throne
and anointed king of Israel. In order to appease his
people he disobeyed God by seizing on the spoil of the
Amalekites. He said to Samuel “‘I have sinned: for I have
transgressed the commandment of the Lord, and thy words:
because I feared the people, and obeved their voice.” 1
Samuel 15:24. In the end, it was his fear that ruined him,
turning his heart from God’s ways.

His fear and jealousy of David were so great that he
would have murdered David if he could. We last see him
having dealings with the witch of En-dor, an abomina-
tion in the sight of God.

The children of Israel. .. Then there was the whole
company of those who were freed from Egypt, who had
seen God’s great deliverances by the hand of Moses, yet
had refused to believe that God could keep His word and
bring them into the promised land. Only two trusted
God and dared rely on Him above all else. They
admonished, ““Only rebel not ve against the Lord, neither
fear ve the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their
defence is departed from them, and the Lord is with us: fear
them not.”” Numbers 14:9. But their words were to no
avail. In the multitude of the children of Israel, human
fear triumphed, and we can read of the sad consequences
of this in Numbers 14:29-33.
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wrestled with the fiercest
temptation of all.

We cannot with our
finite minds imagine the
magnitude of the terrors
that assailed Him, turning
His sweat into blood.
Psalms 55:4-5 gives us
some idea, “My heart is
sore pained within me and
the terrvors of death are
fallen upon me. Fearfulness
and trembling arve come
wpon me, and horror hath
overwhelmed me.”’

In His trouble He
sought God (as indeed He
did at all times), and God
answered Him from His
Holy Heaven with the
saving strength of His
right hand, Psalms 20:6. A
verse in Hebrews tells us
“He was heard for His
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So with the Father’s
strong right arm to uphold
Him Christ went forward
he final victory, and by so doing opened the
| gate to Eden — ““He only could unlock the gate
let us in.”’ And He left a final message to his
lowers. Revelation 2:7, ““He that hath an ear,
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