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Jerusalem — The Chosen City of God (M171")

“For the Lord hath chosen Zion: He hath desired it for His
habitation’’ (Psalms 132:13). ““The Lord of hosts shall reign in
Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem’’ (Isaiah 24:23). ““They shall call
Jerusalem the throne of the Lord”’ (Jeremiah 3:17). “‘But I have
chosen Ferusalem, that My Name might be there’’ (2 Chron. 6:6).
““The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice from
Ferusalem’ (Foel 3:16).

Funds may be sent by check, money order or bank draft.
Address correspondence to:

The Mount Zion Reporter
P.O. Box 568
Jerusalem — ISRAEL

A View from Jerusalem

Greetings to one and all of the Reporter family! Love and best wishes from the little
nation of Israel! I hope you will enjoy this issue of the Reporter. A number of these
articles and testimonies really spoke to my heart, as I hope they will to yours.

I hope you will enjoy the “guest writers”™ in Life in Israel, as well as the 2nd part
in the series of articles on faith — *“The Power of Faith"”. In these critical times of
the end, the Church certainly needs to exercise the POWER OF FAITH!

In this month’s Lord’s Work Around the World, are some interesting and
uplifting reports from two communist countries: Yugoslavia and Poland. There is also
a report of a flood disaster in India. Truly God has a great and vast family —

throughout the world — and we need to always uphold one another in prayer. y
Here in Israel, the Demjanjuk trial, now taking place in Jerusalem, is much in the news. The court is in session
almost every day to try to determine whether John Demjanjuk is “Ivan the Terrible” — a murderous and sadistic Nazi

guard at the Treblinka concentration camp during World War II. It is a very emotional issue here. The courtroom is
always packed with spectators, many of them holocast survivors; and often witnesses break down and cry while telling
about the terrible atrocities they witnessed. A Jewish friend of mine, himself a survivor of the Auschwitz extermination
camp, just returned from the trial. He told me that he simply could not take it for long. He said that because of the
terrible memories it invoked, he just could not stop the tears and had to leave. I am afraid that many others are going
to have this same experience before the trial is over.

Unrest and “wars and rumors of wars™ are continuing both in the Middle East and throughout the world, which is
all according to prophecy. But there are also many brighter things happening. It's nice, for instance, that the peace
treaty between Israel and Egypt is still working well, and that the two former enemies are co-operating in so many
fields. Some believe that this is also Biblical and according to prophecy (see Isa. 19:18-25).

Everyone is watching closely to see the outcome of Syria's large-scale deployment of troops in Lebanon. On the
surface, it appears to be a good thing for the Lebanese people, as ostensibly Syria’s objective there is to disarm the
militias and stop the fighting which has been tearing that unfortunate nation apart for so many years. On the other
hand, it's no secret that Syria has designs on Lebanon, and what thic troop deployment probably means is that Lebanon
is one step closer to becoming part of a greater Syria.

This is not in disharmony with the prophecy of Ezekiel 38 and 39 concerning a Russian invasion of Israel. It says
here that Russia and her allies will attack from the north — and Lebanon and Syria are the two countries comprising
Israel’s northern borders. Syria is the most rabidly anti-Israel of the bordering nations, as well as Russia’s number-one
ally in the Middle East. This, together with other developments in this region, gives an almost complete stage setting for
the fulfillment of this major end-time prophecy. Truly we are in the last days, and it will not be long before the Messiah
returns to redeem the earth! Even so, come quickly!

— Gordon M. Fauth, Editor
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Diggings near the Western Wall — uncovering ancient Jerusalem.
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Archaeology in the Holy Land

Archaeology in the Holy Land

The following is a compilation from Christian Life in Israel
of reports of some of the most interesting archaeological
findings in the Holy Land in recent years. Archaeological
excavations are continuously bringing to light new and
fascinating discoveries of the land and people of the Bible.
Many of these discoveries present concrete proof of the truth
of Biblical History and stand as illustrations to Bible text —
offering scholar and layman alike interesting insights into the
geography, economic environments and sociology of Bible
times.

Ancient Ekron Rediscovered

“And the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel
were restored to Israel, from Ekron even unto Gath.” (1
Sam. 7:14)

Israeli and American archaeologists digging in a cotton
field at Kibbutz Revadim have discovered the site of the
ancient Philistine city of Ekron. Excavations of the site is a
joint project of the Hebrew University and the Albright
Institute of Archaeologica¥Research, with sponsorship by the
National Geographic Society, the Southeastern Baptist Semi-
nary, Brown University, and the Harvard Semitic Museum.

In the first season of digging, the project team uncovered a
line of massive fortifications and a city area of about 50 acres,
as well as an entire complex devoted to the production of

olive oil: stone basins, collection vats and storage jars.

As the site is located on what in ancient times was the
border separating Philistia from Judabh, it is hoped that such
finds will contribute to our understanding of possible cultural
interchange between the two ancient peoples. Another 10
seasons of digging are now scheduled, and the members of
Kibbutz Revadim have agreed that the site be established asa
national archaeological park.

Jerusalem City Gate Found

The remnants of a stone structure at the southern foot of the
Temple Mount have been tentatively re-identified as a
Jerusalem city gate of the First Temple period.

Uncovered during the 1968-77 excavations conducted by
Prof. Binyamin Mazar, the structure was believed to be part of
a massive public building belonging to the Milo, the royal
acropolis located on the filled-in saddle between the City of
David and the Temple Mount.

However, after a recent three-week survey of the site, Eilat
Mazar, of the Hebrew University department of archaeology,
has concluded that the structure labelled by her grandfather as
“Beit Milo” (Heb., the “Milo Building”) is actually composed
of two elements: one a public building; the other an apparent
gateway. .

Aligned on a north-south axis, the gateway structure is 15
metres wide and 18.5 metres long, lined with three chambers
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along either side in the style of Solomonic gates uncovered at
Megiddo and other sites. The actual passageway is three
metres wide.

Pottery finds date the Jerusalem gateway to the seventh or
eighth century BCE, at least a century prior to the destruction
of the city by the Babylonians in 586 BCE. Signs of that
destruction are visible on the fire-blackened walls of one of
the side-chambers.

What is not clear is whether this gateway led directly to the
Temple Mount or to some intermediate area. According to
the Bible, there were 12 gates to the City at that time of the
First Temple.

Early Dentistry

Israeli archaeologists have discovered the earliest known
root-canal work in the skeleton of a Nabatean man who lived
in the third or second century BCE. The skeleton was found in
the northern Negev.

According to a spokesman for the Ministry of Education,
archaeologists were intrigued by the green discolouration of
one of the teeth. An x-ray revealed that a bronze pin had been
inserted into the tooth cavity. The operation was apparently a
success, and the tooth held until the man died in his forties.

The oldest known case of dentistry is in an Egyptian
skeleton from the third millennium BCE. Four of that
skeleton’s teeth were found bound in place with a gold wire
— history’s first example of a dental bridge.

Ancient Boat to be on View

The 2,000-year-old fishing boat recovered from the mud of
Lake Kinneret (the Sea of Galilee) will be on view to the
public while immersed in preservative solutions.

A special structure with viewing windows for visitors to
look at the boat is being built around the special treatment
tank at Kibbutz Ginnosar. The restoration process is expected
to take five years or more.

Although archaeologists dated the boat to the first century
BCE on the basis of pottery found in it, an American expert
on ancient vessels, Prof. J. Richard Steffy, has said that it
could date anywhere from the first century BCE to the second
century CE. A definitive dating may be offered by Carbon 14
tests being carried out at the Weizmann Institute (Rehovot).

From Solomon to Suleiman:
A Unique Archaeological Park
in Jerusalem

Fifteen years of excavations at the foot of the Temple
Mount have scooped away the rocky slope to reveal some
2,500 years of Jerusalem’s history — houses, streets, stair-
ways and palaces — from the time of King Solomon to the
Byzantine era, and from the Islamic period to the days of the
Crusader kingdom and the Ottoman empire. The ten-acre
area is the most important archaeological site in Jerusalem,
representing 25 different periods in the history of the city.

At a special ceremony on 31 March, held on the
monumental, Second Temple-period stairway leading up to
the Temple Mount, the excavations were formally dedicated
as an archaeological park — one of a series created by the
Jerusalem Foundation as a green belt around the Old City.
Initiated by Professor Binyamin Mazar of the Hebrew

These tunnels,
water supplies to the Temple Mt. for Temple observances.
This is also the place where Jesus healed the paraletic (John
5:1-9).

uncovered near St. Steven’s gate, carried

University of Jerusalem, the digs have been directed in recent
years by archaeologist Meir Ben-Dov. The new Yitzhak Levy
Park, complete with explanatory notices and a special
walkway, extends along the southern flank of the Temple
Mount to the south-west corner. Here and there, trees have
been planted to mitigate the glare of the sun.

A tour of the site, which takes the visitor some 30 metres
below today’s surface-level, begins at the impressive ruins of
an 8th-century Omayyad palace built by the caliph of
Jerusalem at the beginning of the Islamic period. You then
pass the ruins of Byzantine houses from the 6th to 7th
centuries, their mosaic floors partly restored; a lower level
reveals dwellings from the Second Temple period, and ritual
baths carved into the rock, where Jewish worshippers
purified themselves before ascending to the Temple. For a
panoramic view across the excavations, you can climb the
massive Crusader tower which abuts the Temple Mount.

As rebuilding followed destruction in alternate sequence
across the centuries, material from an earlier period was often
put to secondary use. This explains the anomaly of a
lintel-stone from a Byzantine church, carved with the
symbolic Alpha and Omega, now inset at the base of the
16th-century city wall. Likewise, a close look at the threshold
of the Omayyad palace reveals a horizontally-laid marble
pillar from the roofed colonnade, or stoa — the scene of
Jesus’ confrontation with the money-changers — which had
stood at the southern edge of the Temple Mount.

Together with these pillars, huge blocks of masonry were
toppled down from the Mount when Roman troops lec oy
Titus wrecked the Temple and devastated the entire city in 70
CE. Today, walking along the Herodian street at the foot of
the Temple Mount, you pick your way among the giant
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ashlars that still lie strewn in silent testimony to that epic
destruction.

A few metres higher, however, one discovers a counter-
poise to this impression. There, on the western wall of the
Temple Mount — the excavated continuation of the wall
revered by Jewish tradition — one of the city’s 4th-century
residents was moved by hope to inscribe this message, in
Hebrew, on the rough stone: “When ye see this, your heart
shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like an herb”
(Isaiah 66:14).

Ancient Altar found at Tel Dan

An Israelite altar with three iron censers and a bronze basin
beside it was unearthed during this season’s archaeological
excavations at Tel Dan. The altar is made of five stones, on
which burn marks are evident. Potsherds found nearby date
from the eighth century BCE, prior to the Assyrian conquest.

Also found this season were a pair of dice from the
Hellenistic period (332—167 BCE), and a clay plaque
depicting a dancing figure from the Canaanite period (prior to
1200 BCE) when the site was the location for the city of Lish.

This was the 19th archaeological season at Tel Dan. The
dig is sponsored by the Hebrew Union College Institute of
Archaeology.

Ancient Jewish Settlement
Found on Mount Carmel
Archaeologists of the Land of Israel Studies department at

Bar-Ilan University (Ramat Gan) have uncovered the
remains of a once large and prosperous Jewish settlement on

T'he Tel Dan excavations, where the Israelite alter was discovered (right center).
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Mount Carmel, four kilometres south of Daliat al-Carmel.

The settlement, probably founded in the Hasmonean
period during the second or first century BCE, is thought to
have had up to 3,000 inhabitants during the second to fourth
centuries CE.

Among the ruins so far unearthed are a large synagogue,
four big wine presses, storage vats, two olive presses, 15 as yet
unidentified workshops, and some dwellings.

According to Dr. Shimon Dar, director of the dig, there is
evidence of some destruction, including that of the synagogue,
in the fifth century CE. *At this point,” says Dr. Dar, “we also
find the first relics indicating Christian habitation. It is quite
possible that Jews continued living here alongside the
Christians, but we cannot be sure.”

Crucifixion Theory Re-examined

A re-examination of photographs, casts and x-rays of the
remains of a man crucified in Jerusalem 2,000 years ago has
led to the conclusion that the victim’s arms were tied to the
cross and that each leg was separately nailed through the foot
to the wooden upright. 3

The crucified remains — the only remains of a crucifixion
ever found — were discovered in 1968 in an ossuary
unearthed on Givat Hamivtar in north Jerusalem.

The new study was made by Joseph Zias, physical
anthropologist for the Department of Antiquities, and Dr.
Eliezer Sekeles, professor of anatomy at the Hadassah
Medical School.

According to Zias there are depictions'in ancient paintings
showing crucifixion resulted from slow asphyxiation and not
traumatic injury caused by nailing.



Adelee “Aviva” Whetstonc,
Judean Hills, Israel

Forgivene_ss from the hurts of rejection? It
sounds like a strange thing to ask of the

Lord. But that was a night I’ll never forget.
Here’s how it came about.

I was seated at the organ in our home church,
Faith Chapel, Glendale, Arizona, U.S.A. My
husband, Arthur, had charge of the service that
particular night and had given a faith-inspiring
message of encouragement. Then he invited anyone
who needed help in prayer to come to the front. To
his surprise, nearly everyone there came forward,
almost filling the whole front area.

Art, with some helpers, began praying for the people.
They were about two-thirds through when something
different started to happen. Our piano player, Beth, a
sensitive and rather shy young woman, had quit playing
and asked to say something. Given the mike, all she said
at first was, ““This may seem out of keeping with the rest
of the service, but I keep feeling that someone here needs
forgiveness.” I continued playing the organ softly,
praying for whoever it was that needed forgiveness. But
soon it penetrated my consciousness that Beth was saying
something more that I needed to hear. ‘. . . It may be
forgiveness for hurts,” she continued. This sort of shook
me at first, and I said, “Lord, I have MOUNDS of
hurts!!! but I can’t think of anyone I haven’t forgiven.” I
couldn’t help but think that the norm would be for the
person doing the hurting to need forgiveness anyway, not
the person being hurt.

Then her final words came, “. .. It may even be hurts
of rejection.” This hit me hard! True, the last four years
or so I had been accepted for just being myself — and
even appreciated (quite a bonus), and I had found a
measure of peace and happiness. But now I was seeing,
like a picture before me, all these mounds of hurts, for I
had a whole former life full of rejection behind me. I had
really thought they were in the past forever. And now all
of a sudden it was like the Lord let the whole reel start

THE MOUNT ZION REPORTER
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playing backwards at high speed. It went something like
this:-

Here came 12 of our last 18 years in Phoenix, when we
were with a group of people who apparently didn’t want
to claim us as part of them, other than what we could
contribute. Yet we didn’t know what to do — or that
there was anything we cou/d do about it. But we had
finally left the group, after many years, with the clothes
on our backs and very little more. We felt as if the rug had
been jerked out from under us — our friends, any
security we had, and even our children and their families
(for the time) were gone. And worst of all, for a while we
feared we’d lost our souls. But we did end up at least
thankful we still had our sanity and each other, and
before long we realized that the Lord hadn’t left us
either. And we also had one friend in town who had never
ceased praying for us.

Then came the two preceeding years in Oklahoma City
and the 18 years in Tulsa before that (plus several moves
back and forth to California in between). During this
time, we were following a preacher we felt tied to — and
yet, rejection from him and among the people seemed to
be focussed on us. We, including our three children,
were the “servants’’; yet nothing we could do seemed of
sufficient value to counteract the rejection that was
continually ours for some unknown reason. However,
since then, I had even prayed sincerely, “Lord, forgive
them — they knew not what they did to us.”

Still the reel didn’t stop, but spun on into my growing-
up years, to my wonderful parents and especially to my
mother with her ambitions and over-protective attitudes.
These came across to me, in those years, as total
rejection. I had tried so hard to be “good”, but never
could quite come up to her expectations of being the
““ideal child” she téld her friends I was. But I knew I had
forgiven her and that I had just as much for Mother to
forgive. I realized many years later that I had caused her
much heartache in my early marriage by my apparent
coldness and by neglecting to keep in close touch. How

(continued on page 17)
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Russian Pilgrims visit the Holy Land — 1905.

e

Impressions from Israel Today — No. 2

by Leslie and Edith Johnson

hey say that if you stand in Trafalgar
Square, London, England, for long
enough you are bound to see someone you
know. We’ve never had time to try it, but now
that we are living in Jerusalem for a year (God
willing) we do have time to “‘stand and stare”!

It may be true that in any great capital city, as
Jerusalem certainly is, you will see people of many
nationalities milling around, but as my wife and I
cannot claim to experience of the world’s capitals we
cannot make comparisons between them and Jeru-
salem. However, we are certainly impressed by the
variety of different national faces and voices we hear
everywhere here.

The ancients used to show Jerusalem as the centre of
the world on their maps and certainly itis at the centre of
the world they knew — Africa, Asia and Europe.
Everyone who was anyone of importance, travelling from
one continent to another as traders or conquerors, had to
go through Israel and, doubtless, its capital, Jerusalem.
Today we may have a wider geography than the ancients,
but it is worth noticing that if you draw the line of

latitude through Jerusalem to the west, you come to
Washington D.C., capitalist capital of the U.S.A.; to the
east Peking, capital of communist China; whilst imme-
diately north is Moscow, capital of the U.S.S.R. Jerusa-
lem is in the centre of the world’s political power
complex even today!

It is obvious, too, that travellers carried tales. Today,
with T.V., radio, telephone (and the beautiful postcard
photographs the Jerusalem Tourist offices give to vis-
itors who promise to write home) everyone all over the
world knows what it is like in Jerusalem. But, even in
ancient times, news travelled from land to land. In I
Kings chapter 10, verses 1-13 we have an account of a
very important “tourist’ visiting Jerusalem because of
what she had heard. She came because she had “‘heard of
the fame of Solomon concerning the glory of the Lord.”

Now that comment is a very interesting one. She did
not come ONLY because she had heard of the fame of
SOLOMON, though, doubtless, reports of his fame had
indeed tickled her ears and challenged her belief. But her
comment referred to “‘the fame of Solomon concerning the
glorv of the Lord.” '

Her comment is very interesting because it is a
fulfillment of prophecy. In I Kings 8:60 we have an

(continued on page 13)
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Extracts From Readers’ Letters

TRANSKEI. —
Dear Sir,

As the world is close to its end, as the destruction of this
generation by nuclear weapons threatens, we must pray to the
Almighty God to give peace.

If we took a scale and put the whole world, weighing a
trillion zillion tons, on the side of it, and then a little baby on
the other side, the balance would tip in the baby’s favour. Such
is the worth of the human soul. Mankind needs a Saviour.

I will always pray for the land of Israel, and send donations
as soon as possible.

Please pray for me and my Transkei.

Your Brother,
BS.V.

U.S.A. —
Dear Sir,

Greetings! | am writing in order to obtain a subscription to
the publication entitled The Mount Zion Reporter.

I am currently incarcerated in the South Idaho Correctional
Institution. | am without funds and am interested in obtaining
a free subscription to The Mount Zion Reporter to be used for my
own personal information and study. Upon my completion of
use of the publication | will turn it over to the chapel library at
my institution for the mutual benefit of other inmates.

I learned of your publication by working as the clerk for the
chaplain at the Idaho State Correctional Institution. The Mount
Zion Reporter seems to be informative, educational, and
enlightening. A must for those looking to remain informed of
the activities and developments taking place in the Holy Land.

I look forward to hearing from you soon and receiving your
publication. May God bless you as you serve him with all your
heart and soul. Thank you!

Sincerely,

W.B.C.

DOMINICA. —
Dearly Beloved Brother,

Thank you for your letter.

I am always glad to hear from you dear friends at The Mount
Zion Reporter. We will, | suppose, never meet here on earth; but
in the sweet by and by we shall meet up yonder where our
great good Saviour has gone to prepare a mansion for his
blood-bought children. What a day that will be when we shall
be free from all kinds of sin!

May God bless you all and his Ministry.

: Your Beloved Brother,
J.J.B.

ENGLAND. —
Dear Brother Fauth,

Thank you so much for your letters. It gives us great joy to
have news direct from Israel and we do feel privileged to be able
to have a share in the wonderful work which you are doing.
We pray that our dear Heavenly Father will bless and prosper
all your efforts to serve Him.

With warmest love in Jesus’ dear name.

Yours Sincerely,
BJ).W.

PHILIPPINES. —
Dear Brother Fauth,

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Saviour,

Brother Fauth, please continue to send me a magazine Mount
Zion Reporter and beautiful calendar etc. Because I would like to
help introduce your magazine to the people here at my place
Aquinaldo, Naga Zambo del Sur.

Brother Fauth, especially send to me a Bible Home
Instructor to be used in the good work and for guidance.

Please remember us in your prayers.

Thank you,
C.B.Y.

NIGERIA. —
Dear Ones in the Lord,

Greetings to you in Jesus Name. | am glad to write you at
this time. First and foremost, | would like you to thank God
with me for having saved me from the bondage of Satan,
sickness and the world.

Sir, as a new convert, | would like you to send me a reference
Bible or anything else which is available to help me and to
encourage my faith.

| know that you will help me because as Christ never faileth,
vou will never fail me. I perceive the Lord will provide me with
a Bible.

Remember me and pray for me always to continue in the
faith. Your other booklets had brought about my repentance.
Thank you for the blessing which | hope you will send to me.

May the Lord bless you and your ministry in Jesus Name.

Yours in Christ,
JN.

AUSTRALIA. —
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

Greetings from the Great Southland of the Holy Spirit —
not down under but on top — not the tail but the head. The
spirit of God is working mightily in our land, changing the
hearts of so many of our people toward God and our Lord
Jesus.

For quite a few years now, | have been suffering from a
memory lapse due to a heart condition that prevented me from
concentrating. People and things seemed to be so remote and
distant. Thanks be to God! He has healed me — “by His
stripes | am healed.” Praise Him!

God bless you and yours in the love of Jesus — now and
always,

Your friend & brother,
ILM.K.

NORWAY. —
Dear Sir,

Thank you so much for sending me The Mount Zion Reporter,
your many interesting letters and the Calendar. | pray for you
and the work in Israel.

Enclosed is a gift for the work.

Best wishes,

H.A.
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The Power of Faith

It moves mountains

/

by Ernest Christian

In Hebrews chapter 11, verse 1, we read:
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen.” That’s the
King James Authorised Version of 1611. Per-
haps the N.L.V. (1978) reads more clearly:
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and
certain of what we do not see.” Certainly, that
doesn’t mean believing what we know isn’t true
as the unbeliever often says.

We use faith everyday — even people who don’t
believe in God have to use faith — in our relation-
ships with our families, our neighbours, our friends
our fellow workers, bus drivers, shopkeepers and so
on. Our knowledge and experience of people tells us if
we can have faith in them. Faith is founded on
knowledge and experience. We know that is true if we
think about our everyday lives.

Our knowledge and experience gives substance to the
things we hope for, the evidence of things not seen as
Hebrews 11:1 says.

This is equally true, in just the same way, about faith in
God; that is why He revealed Himself to us in the Bible
— we would be completely ignorant of Him if He had not
done so and we would be worshipping gods of our own

invention. He also gave us the Bible so we could learn to
understand our experiences from His point of view.
Without that understanding we would be in the dark. We
could have no idea that ““all things work together for good
to them that love God. ..” (Romans 8:28). We would be
asking “Why has this happened to ME?” or “Why do
things always go wrong in MY life?”” because we could
not recognise the Hand of God working to teach us His
Way. That was one of Job’s problems. He hadn’t enough
faith — knowledge and experience — at that time, to
recognise that God often “‘tests’ us to enlighten us to our
own weaknesses and needs. In the same way He gives us
opportunity to show faith in Him.

Now let us look at some scriptural examples of this
principle that faith is based on knowledge and
experience.

We’ll start with Luke 24. Please read from verse 13 to
35. Even if you know these verses well, it will be helpfulif
you read them again and have them in your mind as we
examine what was happening.

We have two very sad, frustrated people; one called
Cleopas, and we may guess the other was his wife. For
about three years, perhaps, they had been following a
man who thrilled them with his words and actions. They
were confident they had found Messiah. Nothing else
mattered. Then suddenly they thought things had gone
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terribly wrong. He’d been arrested, condemned to death
and crucified. They had trusted Him but now he was
dead, and although there were rumours He had been
raised from the dead — well, who could accept that? So
they packed up to go home and try to start life again.

As they trudged along the way home, a way they didn’t
really want to go (but where else could they go now He
was dead?) they must have stopped often to console each
other with memories of the times they’d spent with Him.
So wrapped up in their troubles were they that they
didn’t even notice the man who caught up to them on the
road and was listening to their heartbroken conversation.
He questioned them about their obvious distress and
then began to discuss the situation with them. When they
arrived home, they were reluctant to let Him go on, so
they invited Him in to eat and stay the night.

Suddenly we see a change in them. Instead of two sad,
frustrated people, we see very excited people who just
could not stay at home even though it was night and
perhaps dangerous to venture on the road. But that’s
exactly what they did. No longer trudging, disconso-
lately, along the road, they rushed back to Jerusalem to
tell their friends that they’d all been mistaken. It wasn’t
the end of all their hopes after all! It was a new
beginning! New light had been shone on their problem
and with the new knowledge and experience, FAITH
became the foundation for their future.

Now note what that new knowledge and understand-
ing was and where it came from.

The “stranger’ who talked with them was the Risen
Lord, though they didn’t recognise Him, as their eyes
were inward on their own affairs and their ears were deaf
except to their own fears.

He began by criticising them. He called them foolish
for being slow to believe all that the prophers had spoken.
We may wonder how they reacted to thar challenge! But,
then, “beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he
expounded unto them the things concerning Himself’
(v. 25-27). Nothing had gone wrong at all. It only
required the knowledge from the scriptures to put their
experiences into perspective, and their sadness, weak-
ness and fears disappeared. Now read what the Risen
Lord added later to all the disciples: verses 44-48. What a
wonderful testimony to the authority of the scriptures as
the source of knowledge for the understanding of
experiences! What WE are missing if we are limiting our
education in God’s thoughts and ways (Isaiah 55:8, 9)!
No wonder many are weak in faith and face the future in
fear because their faith is not founded on the Rock — the
Word of God (Matthew 7:24-29),

In Matthew 4:1-11 there is a very powerful example of
the power of faith to protect one from evil (and it is the
more powerful because it concerns the Lord Jesus
Himself). There is a great deal more in these verses than
we can use in this article, but let us notice how the Lord
Jesus sustained His faith against temptation. He was
tempted first to selfishly misuse the power God had only
recently bestowed upon Him (Matthew 3:16). How His
faith must have been tried! For six weeks He had been in
the wilderness, apparently wasting time. He knew what
His mission was; how He must have wanted to get
amongst the people to tell them the glorious Gospel of
His Father’s love.

Then He was tempted to use His Father’s promise by
performing a spectacular act of daring; wouldn’t that
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impress people and make them listen to Him?

Lastly, at this time, He was severely tempted to avoid
doing His duty to God.

Remember, it was the spirit of God which had driven
Him into this situation where He was being tested,
wherein He would learn the power of His faith in God
(Mark 1:12). How would you or I have fared in the
circumstances? Remember, He was tempted in all points
as we are, so the temptations were as real to Him, the
danger was as real to Him as to us (Hebrews 2:17, 18;
4:14-16).

What sustained even our Saviour in temptation? It was
the power of His knowledge of God’s word (read Matthew
4:4, 7 & 10 — “It is written; it is written; it is written”)
and His deep experience and understanding that what
God says, He says for our learning; to protect us from
evil. What a wonderful example that is, of the power of
faith based on knowledge and experience! 1f we are wise we
shall read God’s Word daily, the whole counsel of God
(Acts 20:27), to build up our reservoir of knowledge and
experience against the day when evil tempts us. The
word of God can only defend us if we have absorbed
God’s thoughts and God’s ways while we have the
opportunity day by day.

Our last example in this article is from Matthew
7:13-29, and is presented by the Lord Jesus in four
cameo pictures from four experiences in our everyday
life.

# When we come to a spiritual crisis in life, how shall we
know confidently which way to go (vs. 13, 14)?

# When we are faced with persuasive people claiming to
be God’s people, how shall we know whether they are
true or false (verses 15-20)?

v When we look into our own hearts, how shall we know
whether even we are right (verses 21-23)?

« How shall we know whether our lives will stand the
strain and stresses of everyday experiences (verses
24-27)?

How shall we know if we are going the Right Way?
How shall we recognise the Lord’s People? How shall we
know even ourselves? How shall we know if we are
building on the right foundation? Four good questions
for each of us to consider.

Only the Lord Jesus has the authority to say “That is
the Way of Life, take it; that is the way of death, avoid it”.
Are we sure He has that authority? He spoke two
thousands years ago to people who lived in a different
environment from ours. Perhaps others have taken His
place for our generation? Only our faith, based on our
knowledge and experience of the truth of His teaching
for today, will prevent us being tempted along the Broad
Way — the popular way — which leads to death.

Only our faith, based on our knowledge and expe-
rience of His character, will enable us to test the words
and works of others. They won’t wear a badge “I AM A
FALSE PROPHET” — of course they won’t — but we
may be easily deceived unless we have faith in the
teaching of the Lord Jesus.

Only our faith in the character of our Saviour will
enable us to test our own. We may, we shall, often think
wrong thoughts and do wrong actions, but what has been
the dominant motivation in our lives? We may have
prophesied in His Name, we may have cast out demons
in His Name, we may have done many wonderful works
(verse 22); but what has been our basic motivation?

(continued on page 13)
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