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Jerusalem — The Chosen City of God (7177%)

“For the Lord hath chosen Zion: He hath desired it for His
habitarion”” (Psalms 132:13). ““The Lord of hosts shall reign in
Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem” (Isaiah 24:23). *“Thev shall call
Jerusalem the throne of the Lord” (Yeremiah 3:17). “*‘But I have
chosen Jerusalem, that My Name might be there’” (2 Chron. 6:6).
“The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice from
Jerusalem™ (Foel 3:16).

Funds may be sent by check, money order or bank draft.
Address (‘H?'T'L’.\‘ﬁ(Wtic.’}h'c’ to:;
The Mount Zion Reporter

P.O. Box 568
Jerusalem — ISRAEL

As Prevailing Princes
We Have Power With God

by W.C. Moore

P ersistence and determination in prayer, in
the power of the Holy Spirit, are
omnipotent.

Prevailing prayer must be persevering prayer.
There must be in our prayers an unyielding
perseverance — as we set our faces day and night to
- seek the Lord for His swift and direct interposition
in the tide and affairs of men and nations, and in our
own lives.

Perseverance is the grandest quality possible fora
created being to have — as it corresponds with the
attribute of divine immutability in God.

Jacob said: “I will not let Thee go, except Thou
bless me.” — Gen. 32:26. The most important and
mightiest act man can do on earth is to prevail with
God in prayer.

In Christ’s parable of the widow and the unjust
judge He asks: ““And shall not God avenge His own
elect, which cry day and night unto Him?”” — Luke
18:7. The Lord teaches in this parable that we are to
besiege the Throne of Grace day and night until we
receive an answer.

In the wrestlings of Jacob and Elijah, the
pleadings of Abraham and Moses, the confessions

and supplications of Samuel and David, and in the
parables of Christ, there is rich and sacred
instruction as to the importance of importunate,
intercessory prayer. ‘‘Shall not God avenge His own
elect, which cry day and night unto Him? . . . I
tell you that He will avenge them speedily.” — Luke
18:7-8.

Men and women who have mightily prevailed
with God in prayer, have done so, often, simply
because of their indomitable perseverance. Their
unswerving, unyielding pleading has carried with it
their faith to Pisgah — heights of blessed victory.

“If I perish, I Perish!” — Esther 4:16

If our resolution to pray through for the
interposition of God in national and world events
does not commit us to complete victory at all costs,
we cannot fully prevail. There must be in the hearta
complete commitment. Such a commitment in
fasting and prayer for divine intervention and for a
revival of civic righteousness must be made in such
whole-souled reliance on the Spirit’s help, as will
shut us up, if necessary, in day and night persistence
for the answer.

{continued on page 23)
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How Much Does It Cost?

ow much does it cost? That question is
H asked thousands of times each day. And
usually it refers to money. But cost may be in
labor or pain or anxiety, or in anything of
physical, mental, spiritual, or even of imaginary
value. “What does it cost?” really means, What
must I surrender in order to possess this item or
do this deed?

Whenever that which is surrendered is capable of
serving a larger purpose than that which is received
in return, the cost is said to be too great. Whenever
that which is received serves a better end than that
which is given in exchange, the cost is said to be
small.

What Will It Cost To Become a Christian?

But we are thinking now of what it costs to be a
Christian. It may at first sound like casting things of
value into the discard for us to say it really does not
cost anything to be a Christian; but if one will stop to
consider that everything he has to give up to become
a Christian is in the nature of a liability anyway, he
will see that the cost is seeming rather than real. For
instance, one must give up envy, malice and hate in
order to become a Christian. But these evil emotions
poison the blood, sour the temper and make one
unhappy anyhow. To get rid of them is a boon, nota
sacrifice.

What Will It Cost No: to Be a Christian?

No man is rich enough to afford the luxury of sin,
even in the matter of evil disposition. And then the
practices which must be abandoned — what are
they? Not neighborliness, not honesty of dealing,
not veracity of speaking, not purity of thought and
deed. Name them yourself — the things you have to
give up to become a Christian. Can the abandon-
ment of these be properly said to be a sacrifice?

Nothing Good Is Given Up

Whatever one has that is really good he will still
have after he becomes a Christian. For the love of
Christ will sanctify all other righteous loves, and the
Christian home will be finer and better than the
worldly home ever was. The Christian life will be a
larger, fuller life than ever the life in the world could
be.

The call to become a Christian is an invitation to
exchange chaff for wheat, dross for gold, poverty for
riches, guilt for pardon, and death for life. It is
getting rid of the things you do not need anyway,
and in their stead getting that which will guarantee
your well-being in this world and in the one to
come! o

(used by permission of Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City)
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Israel’s Elections
Was There a Winner?

by Gordon Fauth Jr.

The foreign observer often finds Israel’s political
scene bewildering. Well, if you place yourself in that
category, don’t feel bad — most Israelis also find their
politics a bit confusing; and the just-ended election must
surely rank as one of the most confusing ever.

As can be seen from the inset chart, the right-wing
Likud party won 40 seats in the 120-seat Knesset,
compared with the Labour party’s 39. Neither of the two
big parties did much celebrating, though; they left that to
the four small religious parties, which in some ways were
the real winners. These religious parties — Shas, Agudat
Yisrael, National Religious Party (NRP) and Degel
Ha’Torah — together won 18 seats. The Shas party, with
6 seats, is now Israel’s third largest party. The strong
showing of the religious bloc leaves it in a position of
unprecedented power; its rabbis are now viewed as
holding the political future of Israel in their hands.

Relishing their “victory,” these ultra-Orthodox par-
ties are already pressing for numerous concessions,
including sweeping changes in the Law of Return —
changes which would deny legitimacy to their Reform
and Conservative rivals abroad, and almost certainly
alienate large segments of world Jewry. Even though this
might well be disastrous for the nation, there is reason to
fear that these demands will be met by whichever of the
two main parties forms the new government. Since the
support of the religious bloc is crucial to the formation of
either a Likud or Labour government, just about the
only alternative would be for these two parties to form
another ‘national unity’ coalition — something neither is
overeager to do.

To understand why the relatively small religious
parties wield such disproportionate power, it is necessary
to take a brief look at the Israeli electoral/political
system.

Israel has a parliament, called the Knesset, with 120
seats; it incorporates within itself both the legislative and
executive branches of government. The government
consists of a cabinet of ministers, and is headed by the
prime minister. In a general election, the voter casts his
ballot, not for a person, but for the party of his choice;
afterwards, the Knesset seats are awarded to the parties
in proportion to the votes they received, subject only to
the requirement that a one per cent ‘threshhold’ of the
popular vote must be exceeded by a party before it is
awarded any seats. The new government is formed by the
party that can muster a majority — 61 — of the 120 seats.
If no party can do this, a new election is held.

It sounds simple enough, but in practice there are a
few problems.

Israel is not divided into constituencies: the voting is
national, with votes being collected from all parts of the
country. This means that it is quite easy for asmall party

— one which could never win a local election in any
district or locality in the country — to garner enough
votes, receiving one here and there throughout Israel, to
make it into the Knesset, where it promptly becomes a
power to be reckoned with. Italso means a fragmentation
which has ensured that, in all of Israel’s fifty years, no
single party has ever been able to win a majority of the
Knesset seats and form a government on its own: all of
Israel’s past governments have been coalition govern-
ments, formed by parties that pooled their seats to attain
the needed majority.

Election Results for the Twenty-seven Parties

PARTY SEATS VOTES PER CENT
Likud 40 709,305 31.1
Labour 39 685,363 30.0
Shas 6 107,709 4.7
Agudat Yisrael 5 102,714 45
Citizens Rights (CRM) 5 97,513 43
NRP 5 89,720 3.9
DFPE 4 84,032 3.7
Tehiya 3 70,730 3.1
Mapam 3 56,345 25
Tsomet 2 45,489 2.0
Moledet 2 44,174 1.9
Shinui 2 39,538 1.7
Degel Ha'Torah 2 34,279 1.5
Progressive Peace 1 33,695 1.5
Arab Democratic 1 27,012 ]2
Pensioners 0 16,674 0.7
Meimad 0 15,783 0.7
Derech Eretz 0 4,253 0.2
La’or 0 4,182 0.2
Just Society 0 3,222 0.1
Yishai 0 2,947 0.1
Ma’as 0 2,838 0.1
Tarshish 0 1,654 0.1
Quiet Force 0 1,579 0.1
Veterans 0 1,018 0.0
Yemenites 0 ,909 0.0
Ahdut 0 ,446 0.0

In short, the system not only encourages the prolifera-
tion of small parties — a total of 27 parties ran in this last
election — but means that they, as kingmakers, generally
enjoy power and influence out of all proportion to their
sizes. Both the Likud and Labour have a few allies among
the small parties that will support them for ideological
reasons; but, after any election, they must ‘bid’ vigor-
ously against each other for the independent parties’
support, and are often forced to compromise their own
principles in order to ‘buy’ enough Knesset seats to
achieve power.

This situation has usually worked to the decided
advantage of the small religious parties, and has often
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Ultra-Orthodox “Shas” party leaders, after the election

allowed them, as a bloc, to hold the balance of power. By
shrewdly using their clout, they and their institutions
have become the virtual arbiters of right and wrong in
Israel, in areas as diverse as marriage and divorce,
Sabbath observance, food and health ordinances, public
intertainment and school funding; their influence is
all-purvasive in anything having to do, even remotely,
with religion or morals. They believe, of course, that they
have the common good at heart and are acting according
to the dictates of conscience; but this state of affairs
enrages many of Israel’s secular citizens.

Although there are presumably certain limits beyond
which the two major parties will not go in bribing their
small colleagues, these limits seem to get stretched
further after each successive election, often giving new
meaning to the old adage that “politics makes for strange
bedfellows.” As an example of the ironies that occur, the
nationalist, and very much Zionist, Likud party has, in
the past, formed governments in concert with anti-
Zionist religious parties which openly deny that the
nation of Israel should exist (believing the Messiah
should come first). The Labour party has done the same.

There are recurring calls in Israel for electoral reform
— for a constituency-based system, a raising of the one
per cent threshhold, or for similar schemes that would
produce a winner in an election — but thus far these calls
have come to naught. David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s first
prime minister, recognized, just a few years after inde-
pendence was declared, the need for such reforms, but
was himself unable to sway the vested interests that were
— and still are — involved.

The Arab uprising, or intifada, was, until just lately,
the principal bone of contention between Israel’s two
main political camps. The Labour and its moderate-to-
left-wing allies declared that negotiations were vital,

even within an international framework, while the Likud
and its right-wing cohorts maintained that only a show of
unrelenting force would put down the insurrection.
Now, though, even with the serious erosion in internal
security caused by the year-long intifada — not to
mention the new complications caused by the recent
Palestine National Council’s declaration of a Palestinian
state — the main issue has suddenly become the ‘Who is
a Jew?’ issue — and this, in some ways, is fraught with
more dangers than would be a dozen intifadas.

In May of 1948, Israel was proclaimed a nation, and a
homeland for all Jews, wherever they might be. Israel’s
status as a Jewish State was firmly inshrined in its code of
law, particularly in the Law of Return, which gave Jews
of all nationalities the right to become citizens of Israel.
Jews around the world were called upon to rally to the aid
of “their country” and, by and large, did exactly that.
Over the years, Jewish organizations throughout the
world have raised huge sums for Israel, have lobbied
their governments to support Israel, and have generally
done everything they could to safeguard the country’s
interests.

Now this relationship is threatened. The proposed
changes would amend the Law of Return to state that
only those converts converted according to Halacha
would be considered Jews. Since Halacha is Orthodox
rabbinical law, this would effectively delegitimize
Reform and Conservative rabbis, stripping them of the
power to perform conversions. This would threaten the
“Jewishness” of many thousands of Jews abroad, espe-
cially as it would affect not only converts, but their
descendants as well; meaning that a Jew whose grand-
mother had converted a generation ago would no longer
be considered Jewish. It is also believed that this would
be just the first step; that measures to invalidate



6 THE MOUNT ZION REPORTER

marriages and other ceremonies performed by non-
Orthodox rabbis would soon follow. Since most of the
Jews in America and other western countries are Reform
or Conservative, a large part of world Jewry would
suddenly find itself beyond the pale, as far as Israeli law
was concerned. (Most Israeli Jews are nominally
Orthodox, but are not ultra-Orthodox or even very
religious.)

Jewish organizations abroad have become aware of the
danger, and, deeply alarmed, are sending delegations to
Israel to protest the proposed measures and to warn of
what they could mean in terms of future support for
Israel from their members. Their voices are beginning to
be heard here, and Israeli political leaders are belatedly
coming to appreciate the grave consequences that an
attempt to delegitimize non-Orthodox Judaism could
bring.

The seriousness of the matter should not be underesti-
mated. Because of the Palestinian up-rising in the West
Bank and Gaza strip and the resulting erosion in support
from foreign governments, Israel needs the efforts of its
friends abroad now more than ever. This crisis in
relations with its most loyal of foreign friends could
scarcely have come at a worse time; and it is, most
importantly, a crisis which, in the eyes of many non-
Orthodox Jews abroad, undermines the very raison d’etre
of the Jewish state.

Even with the best of wills, it will not be easy to halt the
momentum that has already built up for changes in the
Law of Return. If the religious parties remain adamant in
pressing for these changes as a price for their support, the
logical alternative is for the Likud and Labour to form
another ‘national unity’ government — a coalition with
each other. Shimon Peres, head of the Labour party, and
Yitzhak Shamir, his Likud counterpart, may not find
this solution to their taste — it would mean sharing
power, and there is also a deep gulf separating their
parties on some important issues — but it could well
become the only thinkable choice.

The next few months are likely to be stormy, as far as
Israel’s political scene is concerned. We had some
indication of this yesterday, when the first session of the
Twelfth Knesset convened. It has been called “the most
acrimonious and undignified Knesset opening ever,”
and from the beginning — when ultra-Orthodox MKs
refused tojoin in singing the anthem (one or two hid their
faces as well!) — to the end, it was unusually rowdy. Of
course, Israel’s Knesset often does have quite lively

David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s first prime minister and in
many ways the father of the nation, often had to cut deals with
the ultra-Orthodox religious parties in return for their political
support. He worried, though, about their disproportionate
power and about the way they used it to attack the other
branches of Judaism, as is illustrated by this translation of a
letter written to historian Adam Doron.

Sde Boker, June 12, 1968

To Adam Doron — Shalom and Greetings,

I will never belong to any congregation — Reform,
Conservative or Orthodox. But I think the existence and
dominance of the Orthodox community in Israel is a disaster
and a distortion.

I'am almost sure that the majority in this country is very far
from the Orthodox. In America, no man would dare to
disqualify another, to disqualify a rabbi like the late [Reform
rabbi Abba Hillel] Silver. Even the Mizrahi in the United
States and in Israel regarded him as a dedicated Jewish leader.

It was only for lack of initiative — so it appears to me — on
the part of the non-Orthodox, who nevertheless felt the need
for a “church,” that the “devout” took over here. The defective
electoral system prevailing in the country, which bestows on a
small minority the political power it does not deserve, helped
this.

But those other Jews who have a need for a synagogue —
even if only once a year — I have no need for this, though lam
far from being an atheist — are also to blame that no synagogue
exists where men and women can worship together, and not
necessarily in the accepted liturgy which includes many things
which modern taste cannot stomach — such as the [Temple]
sacrifices, etc.

Is a change possible in this matter?

Respectfully,
D. Ben-Gurion

sessions — and usually manages to function surprisingly
well in spite of it.

While the dust will not settle for at least a few weeks
yet, it is evident that whoever does head Israel’s next
government — whether it be Mr. Shamir or Mr. Peres —
he will need the wisdom of Solomon, and perhaps alittle
divine help as well, in order to defuse the ‘Whois a Jew?’
crisis and deal with the other serious problems that Israel
faces. o

HELP SPREAD THE GOSPEL!

We are urgently in need of funds for printing tracts,
booklets, books and other materials, both in English
and in other languages. There is a very great demand,
and we are hard put to meet it. The cost of paper,
postage, ink, etc. has been going up at a tremendous
rate, and our publishing ministry has become very
expensive. We need your help, and any amount sent in
for this work will be put to good use in doing the Will
of the Lord. Pray about it!

ARTICLES FOR PUBLICATION

We welcome good and timely articles for publication
in “The Mount Zion Reporter”. We urge those of our
Readers who have been blessed with a talent for
writing to put their talent to use in this way for the
glory of God. Manuscripts submitted can be either
typewritten or in hand-writing, although we prefer
them typed. We are unable to publish every piece
submitted, but we do promise to consider each one.



Shalom from Jerusalem!

It is afternoon now in Jerusalem, as I sit down to
write my ‘“‘Life in Israel” piece. This morning it
rained, but now there is at times a little sunshine.

Birds are busy singing just outside the window.
They are in the top branches of a tall tree that grows
in the churchyard below. They are not more than 2
to 3 meters away from where I am sitting. Judging
from the unusually loud sound of their song, I
would say that perhaps they are praising and
thanking the Lord for the much needed rain.

On the street below our building, there is often
parked a police van or army truck. Since the
uprising there are nearly always police and soldiers
close by; sometimes all night long they are parked in
the lot across the road. Today the lot is nearly full of
tourist buses. Sometimes Arab taxis are waiting
there, the drivers resting inside their cars. Much of
the time, they are not allowed to work (because of
the strikes), but they need money for their families,
so they work anyway. At certain times they stay here
at night where it is safer, rather than going home to
the Arab side and risk getting their cars burned by
the leaders of the ‘Intifada’.

There is the sound of a horse galloping by. Itisa
familiar sound. Its rider is a young Arab man. We
don’t know him except to greet him. Just this week,
he and his horse had stopped at the corner of the
Hebron Road and Ein Rogel Street, where city
workers were digging a deep pit beneath the side-
walk. I was coming back from the store, and stopped
for a moment to pet the horse. It always seems so
gentle and friendly. There are not many horses that
frequent Ein Rogel Street.

There are a few mounted policemen that you
sometimes see riding around the Old City walls and
on Mt. Zion. You also see donkeys quite often
around the Old City and along the streets leading
there. In the fifties, in the downtown area of
Jerusalem, any direction you looked, you would
usually see two or three mounted policemen in the
streets. But then there was not the heavy motor
traffic as now. At that time, donkey and horse carts
were also part of the scenery in Jerusalem, even in
the busiest downtown areas.

We have a friend — a young Arab man who lives
in Beit Jalla, a sister city to Bethlehem. We have
known him for quite a few years. On the night after
the Sabbath, many people walk the streets of the
new city, on the Jewish side of Jerusalem. The other
night, my husband and some of the children and I
walked into the city. After a while, by chance we met
Gabi. He said he had felt he would meet us there. I
thought as we walked that he could be the only
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in Israel--

by Naomi Fauth
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young Arab man in all the crowds on the streets that
evening, and that how unusual it was, especially
when considering the trouble and added tension. As
we walked along together, he was greeted a few
times by Jewish friends happy to see him. He is the
exception. He loves to take part in Jewish celebra-
tions, but missed some holidays this past year
because of the uprising and the blocking off of West
Bank traffic.

A few days ago, when I was on the roof hanging
up clothes (our house, like most of those here, has a
flat roof), soldiers in Ein Rogel Street, just below
me, shot tear gas cannisters at a target down the hill.
I saw people running, and then the foglike cloud was
blown in our direction, following the ground up the
hill. Michael was in the yard, and he ran inside
coughing and calling me. I could hardly breath,
especially as I had a cold anyway. The main cloud
was just south of us, and the air appeared clear
around me. My eyes burned and streamed with
tears, but my breathing was getting better, so I
waited it out a few minutes until I felt a little better
and was able to finish hanging up clothes. Living in
Jerusalem is never dull, and I think you somehow
become immune to much of the harder things.
There has been quite a lot of trouble around us, but
not usually on our street. From the roof top, you
have almost a “bird’s eye view’’ of the disturbances
which sometimes break out nearby, just down the
hill a little.

The uprising continues. The Arab shopkeepers
are hard up financially and are tired of striking, but
they are afraid to disobey strike calls, because the
leaders of the uprising burn out shops and even
sometimes kill people that cooperate with Israel. A
well-dressed Arab man, wearing both a suit and
kefiya, was telling us how Israeli soldiers broke the
locks of shops in Hebron, and tried to force their
owners to keep them open. When the strike leaders
came along, the shopkeepers told them that the
locksmith was a long time coming. The man was
laughing as he told us about it. He knew they were
purposely delaying and keeping their shops open
just as long as possible.

Tomorrow will mark the day the ‘Intifada’ began,
one year ago. Israel expects much disorder and
rioting on this day, and during the days that follow.
It is wearing everyone down. A young Israeli army
officer stationed by the church here told my hus-
band how very tired he is of it all. It seems like such
an unsolvable problem, but this condition, we know,
can’t go on forever.

I think sometimes of the American Indians. We
lived for years on the Yakima Indian Reservation in

{continued on page 24)
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Good Health Department

We continue to receive feedback from our article
on the dangers of mercury in dental fillings and the
article on the prevalence of candida yeast
infestations. It appears that the reports we received
were right: many people do suffer unknowingly
from symptoms caused by these conditions.

More information about dental fillings (both
about the possibility of reactions to the traditional
“silver” fillings, and about the availability of safe
alternatives) can be obtained from the address on
the next page. The Toxic Element Research
Foundation has useful information available on this
subject.

We would like to stress, though, that most people
evidently never experience any adverse reactions to
silver amalgam fillings. This is important to
emphasize in view of the fact that most of us have
these fillings. However, for the minority that does
experience a reaction to the smail amount of
poisonous mercury released by these fillings, it is
very important to know the cause. And, we can all be
forewarned concerning the future.

Many of our readers seem to have experienced
problems related to Candida Albicans yeast. One
person writes: ‘I can’t thank you enough for your
article on Candida Albicans in the ‘Good Health
Department’ in the May ‘87 issue. I was diagnosed as
having MS (multiple sclerosis) in 11-85, and since
being treated for Candida overgrowth am feeling 95
per cent better!”’

As we mentioned, if you suspect a Candida
problem, you should contact a doctor who knows
something about this and who can administer the
proper tests. Doctors and clinics that specialize in
allergies are good places to inquire.

We will be glad to send copies of either of these
two articles to anyone who requests them.

‘Among all
the mercury
compounds, methyl
mercury is found to be
the most neurotoxic.
Methyl mercury
penetrates the
erythrocyte (red blood
cell) membrane and
binds to hemoglobin”
Experimental and Clinical
Neurotoxicology
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YOU WOULDN'T TAKE YOUR CHILD'’S

TEMPERATURE WITH A LEAKY

THERMOMETER

BECAUSE MERC“ RY

isa POISON!

nor would you
put a poison
in your child’s
mouth —

BUT YOUR DENTIST

DOES...

All Dentist's must place amalgam in order to pass
their State Boards.

“When a dentist mixes silver alloy and mercury to
produce the resultant plastic mass amalgam, he may
think that the union of these metals is a permanent
and never changing one. This is not so. As important
as mercury is to dental amalgam, it is not the stable
material it appears to be. Mercury has the property
of vaporizing at ordinary temperatures, a property
that has never been fully appreciated by the dentist.
Mercury vapor is released from newly placed
restorations as well as from those that have harden-
ed and aged”

Journal of American Dental Association November 1970

J
=
TOXIC ELEMENT
RESEARCH FOUNDATION

P.O. BOX 80, COLORADO SPRINGS
COLORADO 80901

1-800-331-2303
(303) 473-6324
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Extracts From Readers’ Letters

WASHINGTON, U.S.A.—

I pray God will bless your work there and keep you safe in
this time of trouble. I have always wished I could go there, but
I am almost 92 years old and | guess it is not to be.

God bless and keep your family and work.

D.G.

TANZANIA.—
Dear Friends in Jesus Christ,

Thank you very much for your communication with me.

When our Lord comes to judge and rule, the capital city will
be Jerusalem. We are eagerly awaiting Him.

We usually write many letters asking if you can'come.
Please make a big program of prayer for this. We also need
permission to translate various things into Swabhili.

Our hope and cry is to bring you here. We are tired of
serving heathen religions and we are seeking truth.

P.N. and M.P.

PENNSYLVANIA, U.S.A.—
Dear Friends,

Please renew my subscription to the M. Zion Reporter. | quite
often give talks on Israel, and I use the Reporter as a resource.

My husband and I have visited Israel twice. Prior to our
visits | was not interested in the Jews, but since then God has
put a love in my heart for His people.

Sincerely,
RR.

BOMET.—

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

I thank you for feeding me always with your magazine, The
Mt. Zion Reporter. Please kindly send me one cassette of
SonBeam songs from Jerusalem.

The Gospel message is going on here in a good way.

Your brother in His Service,
D.C.

ST. JOHNS, ANTIGUA, WEST INDIES.—
Dear Elder Fauth,

Holy greetings in Jesus’ most precious name. It gives me
great joy to send you these few lines. From reading the Judah |
can see God is still blessing you all. Praise the Lord. We here in
Antigua are still on fire for the Lord, only we have no Elder for
years now. No one seems to care for the work and there are so
many people that would like to come in.

God bless you all,
Sister J.M.

Note — Please pray with us that the Lord will meet the need of these
bretbren for a pastor.

LONDON, ENGLAND.—
Dear Brother Gordon,

I arrived safely home in London. | have come home
peacefully and am in excellent health now.

Kindly give my thanks to your wife and family. Only God
can repay you.

I learned a great deal from your Bible group discussions and
hope to be back again in Israel soon to continue in the Bible
studies.

I love Israel and especially Jerusalem.

Accept my sincere greetings and best regards,

JAMAICA, WEST INDIES.—
My Dear Brethren:
God’s richest blessings be upon you and all the brethren
who are working so hard to give us the truth. Praise Him.
Thanks for your letter received. It brings joy to our hearts
and tears as we read it. The news may not be always happy
news, but then we all know that prophecies must be fulfilled.
God bless you and protect you from all the evil and dangers.
Your sister in Christ,
MM.

INDIA.—
Dear Elder Fauth,

We are very much inquisitive to keep abreast of the news
and views from Jerusalem.

Sorting out old issues of The Mt. Zion Reporter is too nostalgic.
I have transcribed the lyrics of the sweet ode of Mrs. Effie
Dugger’s “Jerusalem.” Do the SonBeams sing this tune? Qur
singing group is also doing hymns of our own compositions.

Hosanna,our bi-monthly magazine, welcomes for
publication any activities of the little church in Jerusalem.
Items from Jerusalem are a very special attraction here and
strengthen faith in Jesus’ second coming. .

We pray for you and for the expansion of the Gospel.

L.H.

GHANA, AFRICA.—
Dear Ones in the Lord,

Having read your magazine The Mt. Zion Reporter | would be
pleased if you could send me one for my personal use. | have
found it to be useful and would like one for daily use. It has
taught me many truths and gives me answers to questions
asked by others.

One thing that confuses me is the teaching of feet-washing.
Jesus did it with His disciples. The early Christians practiced it.
I would be grateful to you if you could give me Bible verses on
the above subject.

May God lead you in His work and keep you faithful until
the Lord returns for His own.

Yours in His service,
R.B.
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Questions and AAnswers

QUESTION. —

Some teach that there is to be a secret catching away of
the righteous people before the wicked are destroyed. Is
this true?

ANSWER. —

The following Scripture contradicts such an erroneous
teaching: “The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel and with the
trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first.
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air.” 1 Thes. 4:16-17. Next, notice Rev. 1:7 — “Behold,
He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him.”

QUESTION. —
How can we identify the Remnant Church from all of
those claiming the standard set forth in Rev. 12:172

ANSWER., —

It is true that there are many churches claiming to be
the “one true church” and many teachers teaching
conflicting versions of “the truth.” The promise to the
elect is that “They will not be deceived,” and that “Ye
shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.”
Study the Word with prayer, rely on the leading of the
Holy Spirit, and all will be well.

As for knowing which group is the right one, we are
told that “by their fruits ye shall know them.” If a group
follows the word of God and teaches His commandments
and His love, then it must be part of the Remnant Church;
but the group that you find teaching doctrines of man, or
trying to cast down some of the others to build itself up,
you may be sure is not the right one. You had best
withdraw yourself from and remain aloof from any such.
The Saviour forbids condemning and judging one another
in this way. Luke 6:37.

QUESTION. —

We Jews are looking for the Messiah to come. |
understand you teach that if the Messiah is yet to come,
then Jerusalem is to be destroyed again. Why do you teach
such a thing as this, and where do you get it?

ANSWER. —

All of the Jews who are waiting for the Messiah to come
believe the Holy Scriptures or they would not be looking
for the Messiah’s appearance. These same scriptures
plainly tell us that after the Messiah comes Jerusalem will
be destroyed.

This truth is from the angel Gabriel. Please read Daniel
9:24 to 27. This was Gabriel speaking to the prophet
Daniel, informing him that Jerusalem was to be built
again. This was following the destruction of the city by
King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. He told Daniel that
from the time the commandment went forth to build, it
would be 70 weeks until the time when atonement would
be made for sin, through the coming of the Messiah, the
Prince. Also, that the Messiah would be cut off and then
the city Jerusalem would be destroyed.

The great mistake the Jews are making is in looking for
His first appearance, and not knowing this prophecy, they
are in the dark about His first coming; but Gabriel told the
truth, and the Messiah came at the very time the angel
announced. .

According to Ezekiel 4:5, 6, these prophecies are
calculated “each day for a year.” Consequently, the time
between the commandment to rebuild Jerusalem and the
“cutting off” of the Messiah represents a 490-year period.
Seventy weeks of 7 days to the week equals 490 “days” or
years. This commandment went forth in 457 B.C. The
copy of the decree to build Jerusalem is found in Ezra the
7th chapter, and the date given at the top of the page in my
Bible, where dates are given, is 457 B.C. The Messiah was
“cut off,” or crucified, in 33 A.D. The span of years from
457 B.C. to 33 A.D. is exactly 490 years. Shortly after the
crucification of the Messiah, the Romarn: armies came and
destroyed Jerusalem (70 A.D.) and the land became
desolate.

This is all in the past. If, today, we believed that the
Messiah had yet to come for the first time, then, since we
believe the Scriptures, we would have to believe that
Jerusalem was yet to be destroyed and made desolate. But,
thankfully, it is all in the past; and now we look forward to
a fulfillment of the prophecies which fortell His second
coming, which will usher in the Kingdom era and a new
age for man.

sk kokok kokk
Why is the Jew Indestructible?
(continﬁed from page 16)
continued to live unmolested in his home, with his wife
and children.

(The above incident was personally witnessed by
Pastor Leslie Millen, a CIM missionary in China, during
his own imprisonment by the Communists. Also by more
than fifty fellow prisoners. It took place before the
present thaw in China’s relations with the West; buteven
today China is far from free.)

You too, reader, may one day be required to stand
before Communists or other godless men to confess your
faith in Christ — at the threat of your life. You may lose
your life for your stand, as have thousands of other heroic
Christians. ‘

But be sure of this: God has not been taken by
surprise. Eternal happiness, in the presence of the
‘Saviour, awaits each believer, no matter what earthly life
holds in store for him. Today may seem to belong to the
powers of darkness, but tomorrow always belongs to the
Almighty!

““‘But when they shall lead you and deliver you up, take no
thought beforehand what you shall speak, neither do ye
premeditate; but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour,
that speak ye; for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy
Ghost.”” — Mark 13:11.

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and
by the word of their testimony, and they loved not their lives
unto death.” — Rev. 12+11.

Remarks. — Bro. Ken Anderson, the author of this, is a
reader of ““The Reporter.” He wrote that he personally knew
the missionary witnessing this miracle, who reported it to him.
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{TER 13

Il down flat.’” The city was burnt with fire
ia cursed the city, saying, ‘‘Cursed be the
2 the Lord, that riseth up and buildeth this
ho . . . * Because of that curse, the
Jericho™ still lies in ruins, and many
sit the site. The ancient city is said to be
and lowest city in the world. Carbon 14
Jericho’s beginning back as far as 6,000
ut there is some debate over this figure.
nt walled city was destroyed, rebuilt and
numerous times down through the cen-
he time of Joshua. The modern city lies to
east, and was established in its present
y the Byzantines.

the time of Gideon, Israel had relapsed
vays and brought itself under the oppres-
' Amalekites and the ‘people of the east’. In
12, the Midianites and the Amalekites,
““all the children of the east, lay along in the
grasshoppers for multitude: and their camels
wt number, as the sand by the sea side for
> Nevertheless, the Lord spoke unto
instructing him that ““lest Israel vaunt
against me, saying, mine own hand hath
** (Fudges 7:2) only three hundred men
: chosen to deliver Israel out of the hands
st multitude.

““divided the three hundren men into three
. and he put a trumpet (in Hebrew, ‘trumpet’
) in every man’s hand, with empty pitchers,
i within the pitchers.”” When “‘the three
lew the trumpets, the Lord set every man’s
inst his fellow.”’ (verse 22).
ind of the shofar is understood as calling
1’s mercy on His creatures who stand
m in prayer. This being a “High Calling”
, in order to avoid confusion as to which

blow, the Ba’al Teki’ah, who is the
f the horn, is accompanied by the Makri —
:r’ — who 1is usually a rabbi of the
ty, who will quietly call out the note to be
There are complicated rules of the notes,
g the length and types of sound, as well as
they must be blown.
am’s Horn is blown more and more in
srael, observing solemn occasions and holy
s used during the inauguration of a new
of Israel. During the Six-Day-War in
', the Chief Rabbi of the Israeli army blew
Testern Wall, to herald its liberation by the
fense Forces; he used the same shofar
had sounded on Mrt. Sinai in 1956.
veek, at the beginning of Shabbai, or
which begins on Friday evening, a ram’s
ard from the Western Wall— Ha’Kotel; it
d again on Saturday night, declaring that
th has ended, at which time all transporta-
1s and things return to normal.

easons for sounding the shofar are:
proclaim the sovereignty of God.

(continued on page 24)




































