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“For the Lord hath chosen Zion: He hath desired it for His
habitation’’ (Psalms 132:13). ““The Lord of hosts shall reign in
Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem’’ (Isaiah 24:23). “‘They shall call
Ferusalem the throne of the Lord’’ (Feremiah 3:17). “‘But I have
chosen Jerusalem, thar My Name might be there’’ (2 Chron. 6:6).
““The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and urter His voice from
Ferusalem’ (Foel 3:16).
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Christians Searching for Ashes
Hope to Turn ‘Copper Into Gold’

By D.N. Griffin

QUMRAM -- Excavators of a cave north of here look
more like miners than archaeologists and if they uncover
what they are looking for they will indeed have hit the
mother-lode of archaeology.

The object of the search, which began more than six
years ago, is an urn containing the mystical ashes of the
Red Heifer (Numbers 19). The finding of these ashes
would be considered of paramount importance by many
Jews and Moslems, as well as by Christians who believe
in a restoration of Temple worship. It is also believed
that near the urn will be found a description of Temple
Treasures together with a list of their locations.

The search is taking place in a cave in the mountains
west of the Dead Sea, near the one in which the Temple
Scroll was found, and the excavation is being carried out
under the direction of Vendyl Jones, of the Institute of
Judaic-Christian Research, Box 120366, Arlington,
Texas 76012, with the help of around 50 Christian
volunteers. They are working according to the directions
found in the ‘Copper Scroll’, which is one of the Dead
Sea Scrolls found nearby.

The first of the famous ““Dead Sea Scrolls™ were found
by a shepherd some 40 years ago, just months before the
rebirth of Israel as a nation. They and those found since
have revealed much background material for the New
Testament and have done much to validate the authen-
ticity of the Bible. Their discovery, thousands of years
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The excavations at the cave believed to be the ‘Cave of the
Column.” In this photo, Vendyl Jones (left) explains the
project and progress made to Dell Griffin and Gordon Fauth
Jr. (son of the editor). To the right can be seen several of a
fifteen-member bucket brigade which is evacuating earth from
a long tunnel under the cave. '
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spoken of in the ‘Copper Scroll’ and is where Vendy! Jones and Christian volunteers are searching for the ashes
of the Red Heifer. At the time that Jerusalem fell to the Romans, two thousand years ago, many sacred scrolls
were hidden in these hills. According to the ‘Copper Scroll,’ an urn containing the ashes of the Red Heifer was
hidden in a sealed chamber under this cave, along with directions to the hiding places of other Temple

treasures.

after they were hid, and coming when it did, must surely
be taken as part of a divine plan. Many believe that the
finding of the ashes of the Red Heifer could represent an
even more significant event.

The ashes of the Red Heifer, which were used for
purification and in Temple ceremony, are believed to
have potential significance to Jews, Moslems and Chris-
tians; and, according to some of those involved in the
search, could change the face of all three religions.

“I won't even touch them,” says Mr. Jones. “When
we find the chamber containing the urn, no one will enter
it. I will call Rabbi (Shlomo) Goren immediately.”

Goren, former chief rabbi of Israel, has been kept up
to date on the progress of the dig each of its six
seasons. He recently wrote an article describing the
significance of the ashes to the Jewish people.

It has been said that if the ashes are found, a
world-wide call to all the Jews would be issued, and, in
accordance with Numbers 19:20, every Jew in the world
would be required to return to Israel and be cleansed
with these ashes mixed with water ... or be “cut off.” So
the recovery of the ashes, according to the demands of
Torah, which every observant Jew believes, would result
in- a massive aliyah (return to the land), after which a
spiritual revival would occur among those who are
cleansed. In one fell stroke, the efforts of years of aliyah
movements, zionist congresses and other of man’s
devices would be overriden by God’s sovereign move to
bring “home” every Jew who wants to maintain his
identity.

Regardless of what one believes on this issue, it does
bring to mind Ezekiel 36:25-27,33, which prophesies of a
day when the Jewish people will be “sprinkled with clean

water” and cleansed from all of their filthiness and idols,
receive a new heart and receive the indwelling Holy
Spirit AT THE SAME TIME THEY ARE CAUSED
TO DWELL IN THE LAND.

Rabbi Goren, whose interest in the ashes was born
when he wrote a paper on them at age 17, also believes
they will allow the purification of the Temple Mount to
prepare for the building of a Third Temple and restoring
the Levitical priesthood.

It would be Goren’s responsibility to determine that
the ashes were authentic, Jones said. Authenticity is
necessary because of ramifications in the Moslem world
and because it was the tradition to mingle the ashes of the
six successive red heifers killed and burned with the
remnant of the original heifer’s ashes, so that whatever
physical properties the original ashes had to purify when
mixed with water would be maintained.

Jones explained the profound impact the authentic
ashes would have on the Moslem world.

“The man or nation that finds these ashes, according
to Moslem tradition, will rule the world,” he says,
explaining that the first book of the Koran (a/ Bagarah --
“The Cow”’) refers to the sacrifice of the heifer and the
power of its ashes to “bring the dead to life and reveal the
portents of Heaven.” (Suqra 2:67-73)

According to interpretations of this passage by Mos-
lem holy men, the man or nation who possesses the ashes
of the heifer, the Par’a Adama, has the power to resurrect
the dead, which in Moslem tradition makes him/it
therefore able to rule the world. If “world dominion”
includes the right to rule over the land of Israel, the
religious Arabs would perhaps even consider it the will of
Allah for Israel to possess the disputed territories. If so,
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the Islamic arm of the Arab threat to Israel’s existence
would be defused.

The nature of the sacrifice of the heifer can even be
seen as a witness to the Messiahship of Jesus.

The sacrifice was slain outside the camp, traditionally
outside the Damascus Gate, according to Josephus, thus
in close proximity to Golgotha. The blood of the
sacrifice purifies the priesthood and the Temple vessels.
The ashes purify the people. The mystical properties of
the sacrifice also mirror Jesus’ ministry from the cross in
that those who receive the sacrifice are made clean and
those who minister it are rendered “unclean.” The
Moslem writer, Maulvi Muhammad Ali’s exposition of
the sacrifice of the heifer even refers to the martyrdom of
Jesus Messiah ““on whom be peace.”

Christians who believe the Jewish Temple will be
rebuilt also realize the importance of the dig if a scroll is
found describing the location of the Temple Treasure.
Since the treasure was largely tithes dedicated to God, as
the scroll indicates, if found it can only be used for a
sacred purpose. . . thus the rabbis suggest rebuilding the
Temple.

Turning Copper into Gold

Jones and his crew have been running an obstacle
course laid by the Essenes of Qumran or their contem-
poraries. The entire excavation has been conducted by
following the Copper Scroll, line by line. One of the
more exciting finds among the Dead Sea scrolls, and
found in a cave just to the north of the cave which Jones is
excavating, it gives directions for the finding of the ashes,
although these directions are often cryptic and not easily
deciphered.

In successive seasons of digging, Jones’ crew has
accomplished near impossible engineering feats. Air
compressors, conveyers, power lines, etc. have been
maneuvered up, over, around and through a labyrinth of
tunnels, nooks and recesses to locate what they believe to
be upper, lower and back chambers in the “Cave of the
Column” described in the Copper Scroll.

The cave has two openings separated by a mammoth
column and is topped with an open “sky dome” full of
labryinths.

“We have found Chalcolithic, Iron Age 2, Roman and
Essene artifacts, all mixed in the same soil,” Jones said.

In earlier seasons, Jones’ crew found the remnants of
copper and rivets, which was exciting since the copper
scroll consisted of two copper sheets riveted together.

They also have located a “pilaster” that concealed the
opening to the lower chamber. After digging a few
meters, they found the lower chamber to be open for 17
meters.

Since time is running out, the crew confined this
season’s dig to the lower chamber, following the base of
the column.

Jones said he believed they might be only days away
from finding a “burial stone’’ which is the next landmark
mentioned in the scroll. Under the stone, the scroll
indicates an opening ‘“‘containing a copy of this book with
explanations, measurements and all details.” A tunnel
beyond the stone penetrates the column and leads to the
recess in which will be found the urn containing the
ashes, Jones said.

The crew has been plagued with setbacks this season,
with repeated cave-ins, possibly due to more moist air

penetrating the recesses of the hidden tunnel and
loosening the rock. Also, part of the roof of the lower
chamber collapsed from the weight of the fill from
previous seasons. One volunteer suffered a broken hand
and the crew was delayed 10 days removing the fill and
clearing the debris from the cave-in.

Part of the intrigue of the dig, Jones said, has been
trying to figure out the mind of the scribe who wrote the
directions. For instance the scribe’s reference to a “blue
opening” at first baffled the crew. ““The only blue
opening had to be a hole in the roof of the dome of the
cave through which the sky could be seen,” he said.

“But then we discovered that this scribe did not have
the best penmanship . . . not to mention his spelling . . .
and by putting the first letter of the second word at the
end of the first word, we learned that the ‘blue opening’
was really ‘fine sand,” Jones said. “After that we found
what I believe to be slack lime, a fine sandy-like material,
which does not appear naturally. It is man-made.”

Locating the cave was another feat. Jones said he
personally explored every possibility before determining
that there was only one that matched the scroll’s
description and location.

“It had to be a cave containing a column and it had to
allow a view of the valley of Akor and Gilgal and be on the
way from Jericho to Secacah (the ancient name given to
Qumran)”

The search is in its sixth season. Will it bear fruit, and
will the ashes of the Red Heifer be found? Many people,
in Israel and around the world, are waiting to see.

IN MEMORY

Daniel E. Ketchum 11, of Dyersburg, Tennessee, son of
Daniel and Mildred Chandler Ketchum, born May 24, 1939,
passed away July 13, 1987, at the age of 50.

A devout and faithful worker for the Lord, he was involved
in the ministry all his life. His service began at a very early age.
His father died when he was seven, and even at that young age
he and his twin brother were active in bringing in their friends
to services to hear God’s holy word. When twelve, he and his
twin erected a cold drink stand outside their home and sold
drinks to help raise money to build a little chapel “‘just for
Jesus,” onto the west side of their house. They devoted their
entire earnings to this project, “The Prayer Room Mission,”
which attracted many people and children of the area on
Sabbath days. This service to the Lord continued as he grew
older. After leaving the Air Force, for which both twins
volunteered, he went into business, in which he was blessed,
and continued to serve the Lord in every way he could,
remaining active in witnessing and mission work, and in the
ministry of “The Tower of Prayer — 7th Day Assembly,” of
Dyersburg, up until the time of his death.

He is survived by his wife, June Hoskins Ketchum, three
daughters: Daneen Ketchum, Suzy Ketchum and D. Elaine
Ketchum Bynum; one son: Daniel E. Ketchum III; his
mother, Mildred Ketchum Ball; one sister, Mrs. Patricia
Ketchum Hopper; three brothers: his twin, Donald E.
Ketchum, Jim David Ketchum and Timothy Ball; and six
grandchildren.

We extend our condolences to his family and friends. He was
a dear son and brother, a loving husband and father, and we
pray the Lord will comfort those he left behind. At the same
time, we do not mourn as those who have no hope, for we know
that, sad as this parting is, he has inherited the crown of eternal
life and we shall soon be able to meet with him again, on that
glorious morning when death and sorrow shall be no more!
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The Druse in Israel

by Salman H. Falah

very year, on April 24, thousands of Druse set
forth from their hill-top villages in Galilee and
on the Carmel range, on pilgrimage to the tomb of
Jethro which overlooks Tiberias and Lake Kinneret.
Jethro or Nebi Shau’eb, father-in-law of Moses, is
their foremost prophet, and the feast in hisnameis a
red-letter day on the Druse calendar. This year, as
last, the Israeli Druse were joined by a group of
Lebanese sectarians who crossed the “Good Fence”
along Israel’s northern border for the occasion. The
authorities in Damascus have hitherto denied per-
mission for such a delegation to come from Syria.
Before 1948, the white-domed shrine had been a
meeting point for Druse throughout the region.
Outwardly, the Druse share certain traits with their
Jewish and Arab compatriots — they are fluent in
Hebrew, and speak Arabic at home; their traditional
dress is similar to the Arab, their complexion resembles
the European. Yet, beneath these contingent likenesses,
the community is distinct from the communities of the
other, better-known monotheistic faiths — a distinction
which won de facto recognition from the first govern-
ment of Israel in 1948; under Turkish rule, and during
the British Mandate, it had been counted as part of the
Moslem community. In 1956 came de jure recognition
under the Religious Communities Ordinance and the
establishment of autonomous religious courts which
parallel those of Israel’s Jews, Moslem and Christians,
and which are central to Druse identity and spiritual life.
The demographic changes in the community in the past
few decades are extraordinary: in 1949 there were 13,000
members of it in Israel; today there are some 50,000
living in eighteen northern villages; 10,000 others live on
the Golan Heights.

Who are the Druse?

Who are the Druse? The faithful of this relatively
young creed, which has not quite spanned a millennium,
form a secret sect whose principles are known only to the
‘ugqal, or sages, among them. It originated in Egypt at
the beginning of the eleventh century during the reign of
the sixth Fatimid Caliph, al-Hakim biamr-Allah (996-
1021), whose dynasty ultimately embraced North Africa,
Egypt, Palestine, Syria and parts of the Arabian Penin-
sula. In 1017, the divinity of the Caliph was proclaimed
by his disciples Hamza ibn Ali and Nashtakin al-Darazi.
It is after al-Darazi that the new religion was named.
Their call for proselytes reached as. far as Turkey, India
and the Far East, and their tenants were set forth in
epistles in Arabic, Persian and Urdu. Those who
responded pledged themselves by signing a covenant or
mithag, whereby they assumed the obligations of a
believer. They and their descendants alone have been
Druse: from 1021 onward, the community has been

. “sealed’’ and neither conversion nor apostasy is allowed.

Membership is thus wholly hereditary. This is related to
a belief in metempsychosis, the transmigration of souls:
the number of souls in the universe was fixed for ever at
the time of the creation, and so, whenever a Druse dies,
his soul enters the body of a new-born member of the
sect. In this and other features — the material simplicity,
the absence of a form of prayer — we see an affinity to
religions of the Far East, which influenced the Persian
founders of the faith considerably.

After the disappearance of al-Hakim in 1021, his son,
unable to withstand Moslem hostility, was forced to
abrogate the faith, and those who remained loyal to it
were subjected to persecution — a recurrent anguish of
Druse history which gave rise to the precept ragiyya.
This encourages an inconspicuous religious deportment,
imposes strict reticence on details of the faith, and
permits its outward disavowal if duress threatens life.
The feast of Nebi Shau’eb, for example, has a predomi-
nantly secular, “national,” aspect: the ritual part is
entrusted to an assembly of the "uggal in the seclusion of
the shrine’s interior. Nearby, in the open, the event is
marked by colorful popular celebrations; Druse notables
address the gathering and the government representative
conveys his greetings. Tagiyya explains the Druse
adoption of some Moslem feasts, like the Feast of the
Sacrifice, and certain Moslem public prayers, such as
those at weddings and funerals, although with modified
interpretations. It also explains the relatively small
number of feasts which, by their very nature, must
disclose elements of the faith.

Preoccupation with the exigencies of defence has made
the Druse a hill-dwelling people to this day: besides
those on the Carmel range, the hills of Galilee and Mount
Hermon, there are Druse on Djebel (Mount) Druse and
Djebel A’alain Syria, where the largest Druse concentra-
tion is to be found, and in the mountainous regions of
Lebanon.

The first account of the Druse in non-Arab literature
is in the Hebrew book of travels by Benjamin of Tudela,
who toured Syria about 1167, and makes note of Druse
dwellers about ten miles from Sidon. The Druse came to
our parts in three waves of settlement. The first, at the
birth of the faith, is thought to have been made up of
Berbers of the Fatimid army, who brought the teachings
of the sect to the local inhabitants. In Crusader times,
they seem to have dwelt in Wadi al-Taym, near Banias
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and Beaufort, at the northernmost tip of present-day
Israel. At the end of the thirteenth century, we find them
in the Safad area of Galilee.

The second wave, between 1585 and 1636, came
during the heyday of Fakhr al-Din al-Ma’ani II, who
succeeded his father as Emir of the Druse, a rank
confirmed by the Ottoman conquerors. Fakhr al-Din
expanded his territory southwards from Syria and
Lebanon and, wishing to protect it against incursions of
Turks, Beduin and others, brought in loyal Druse to
occupy fourteen defensive villages along the frontier that
ran east-west between Tiberias and Haifa. On his violent
death and with the dissolution of the Druse leadership,
these villages succumbed to enemy raids; the only two to
survive, Ussfiya and Daliyat el-Carmel, flourish to this
day in their lofty eyries. Daliyat el-Carmel, with a
population of 10,000, is the largest Druse village in
Israel; overlooking the Esdraelon Valley and Haifa, its
main street becomingly flanked by displays of Druse
handicraft, it attracts many tourists.

Migrations from Syriaand Lebanon over the last three
centuries made up the third wave of settlement; the
youngest village, Ain al-Asad, was established at the
beginning of the twentieth.

Of the eighteen villages in Israel where Druse live
today, half are inhabited exclusively by Druse; in the
others, they co-exist harmoniously with Christians,
Moslems and Jews. Each community is traditionally
headed by the ’uggal, the sages; men and women who
have been found worthy of admission to the secret
theology and who are distinguished by a garb of somber
robes and white turbans. They are accorded great respect
and consulted on all matters of private and everyday life.
The rest of the community are the juhhal, the “‘ignor-
ant,” who have not been initiated into the doctrinal
arcana. The khilwa, a retreat for seclusion and prayer,
figures in every village where Druse live, and is sited ata
small distance from it. This austere assembly-hall, bare
of all embellishment, is the scene of weekly communal
meetings, which are followed by the prayers and medita-
tion of the ’uggal alone.

The dogmas of the Druse faith are recorded in holy
books which have been copied by scribes and in some
cases go back to the days of al-Kakim, the 'Druse
Messiah, and his early disciples; they are jealously
preserved, their contents shrouded in mystery. Oral
transmission of the creed has played a key role from the
beginning. A belief in predestination and a commitment
to solidarity between fellow-Druse are two characteristic
features. The religion forbids its followers to eat pork, to
smoke or imbibe alcohol; a man cannot divorce his wife
without the consent of a (religious) court, and adivorced
couple cannot remarry or even meet on social terms —
this as a deterrent to over-hasty domestic breaches.

With conferment of its separate status in 1956, the
community could enjoy legal autonomy for the first time
in this part of the world: its spiritual leader, Sheikh Amin
Tarif, was appointed to preside over the religious Court
of Appeal, a post which he still holds, with two sheikh
members; the others serve as gadis on the Court of First
Instance.

Sincy 1957, when the Druse asked that the law of
compulsory military service be applied to themselves as
it is to Jews, they have shared the civil and military
obligations of their Jewish neighbours. Are their rights
commensurately equal? A feeling, in recent years, that

this was not so set in motion considerable public debate
on the issue. Hitherto, the community’s affairs had been
treated by the Arab Divisions in Ministries. A public
committee headed by Professor Ben Dor of Haifa
University and a Knesset (Parliament) committee under
Abraham Schecherman recommended that the Druse be
integrated intstead into the mainstream of Government
institutions and Israeli society. A committee was formed
for this purpose.

The new policy has proved satisfactory to Israel’s
Druse, and a number of welcomed innovations have
stemmed from it. The budget for the development of

Druse villages was multiplied eight-fold; at the Ministry
of Education and Culture, which has sponsored Druse
folklore in song and dance, a special curriculum is
prepared for Druse and other schools, in which the
history, tradition and culture of the community find due
expression. A first phase in its realization is the new
university preparatory course for young Druse who have
completed their military service. As well as regular
academic subjects, the thirty or so students, six girls
among them, are taught the ethnic and credal traditions
of the Druse; the final examinations will be recognized as
qualifying for admission to the University of Haifa,
under whose patronage the program is conducted. The
graduates will join the Druse currently enrolled in
Israel’s universities.

To grasp the full import of such developments, one
must be mindful of the community’s traditional practice:
on account of the inhibiting principle of ragiyya, achild’s
only source of instruction in Druse religion and culture
was his parents’ teaching; if neither parent belonged to
the ’uggal, that part of his education was simply
overlooked. Today it is accessible to pupil, student and
future parent.

Neither in this respect nor in any other is there a bias in
men’s favour. Indeed, equality of the sexes, the ““‘cause”™

that has launched today’s feminist crusade, was. a
(continued on page 23)



Shalom once again from Jerusalem!

Spring has come in Jerusalem, and with it more
unrest. It seems we are having more than our share of
exposure to the present trouble. We live just at the edge
of the Jewish section of the city, in the Abu Tor district,
between the Jews and the Arabs. We often hear the noise
of shooting and sirens and sometimes we hear crowds of
people in riot and the now-familiar sound of tear gas
guns. There is a feeling of uncertainty in the air.

Our friend Kristina was quite ill, but is well again now,
for which we are thankful. When she began feeling a little
better we took her for a ride in the country. It is good to
walk or to drive around the outskirts of Jerusalem in the
springtime and to witness the awakening of new life
there. The very generous array of so many different kinds
of wild flowers that color the countryside is
extraordinary. They are more in profusion each year, it
seems, than the year before.

Last week, I was hurried off in the middle of the day to
a funeral. It was unexpected. They told me that Sister
Jean Livermore had suddenly passed away and that
people were already gathering in the cemetery. They
were on their way to the Old City and said to be ready
when they returned in a few minutes. She was notilland
we had just received a letter from her. She lived with her
husband in Arad, near Beersheba. She was Gentile and
Christian and a very beautiful person, blessed with such
an unusual spirit of love and interest in others — a quiet
spirit and still she was bubbling over with pleasant words
and joy. She would have been 72 years old on Nov. 4 —
also my mother’s birthday. She came to Israel years ago
with her husband and their son, believing the prophecies
of Israel and wanting to be a part of it.

After her death, her husband went for a walk,
wandering out on desert roads east toward the Dead Sea.
He was still in shock and was badly dehydrated when
police happened to see him. He was hospitalized and not
able to be at the funeral.

I saw my mother’s and father’s graves again. I thought
it unusual that the man officiating at Sister Jean’s burial
had chosen to read words from Isaiah, some of which are
inscribed on my mother’s tombstone (Isaiah 51:11) —
words we had taken from her song “Jerusalem.”

Recently, our son Naphtali drove Sister Florence (who
lives in Jerusalem), her daughter and a friend on a tour of
Israel, up north to Galilee and around. He said the trip
was special all the way and many good things happened.
On Mt. Carmel, they met a group of soldiers from the
Fiji Islands who were having an open air service there.
The soldiers prayed for Naphtali and his group and
blessed them, and they all prayed together and visited in
real fellowship.

Naphtali said the group sang Christian songs so
beautifully that he asked if they were a special singing
group, as he thought they must be. They answered no,
that everyone in their country sings and that even
strangers can sing like this together. They were a group
of around ten or so, young soldiers stationed with the
U.N. in Lebanon. They were on leave, touring Israel.

The mayor of Bethlehem. who is a Palestinian Arab,
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by Naomi Fauth

recently said some interesting words that were broadcast
on Israel radio and also on London news.

He told Arabs living in Israel that they should
celebrate Israel’s Independence Day along with the
Jews, because the Jews and Arabs are destined to live
together forever.

He also said that Israel made a mistake; that there
never should have been a West Bank, but that all should
have been included in Israel. He said it is like a man
marrying a woman and he won’t live with her or have
anything to do with her; still, he doesn’t divorce her but
remains married.

It seems that this present time of trouble is like the
unsettled weather we are now having. Sunshine is slow
coming. Temperatures are a little warmer than in the
winter, but most days and evenings are still cold with
much cold wind. We have had an abundance of rain,
though, which is good for the country.

Independence Day was just last Thursday. West Bank
roads were blocked off for three days, hoping to curb the
uprising a little during the celebration of Israel’s 40th
birthday. Thousands of people filled the streets in the
downtown area, in parks and different places. There is
always dancing in the streets. The dancing is not in pairs,
but everyone dances together, sometimes joining hands.
If you stand up close you may be pulled in, too! You
sometimes see grandparents dancing together with their
little grandchildren. Thousands gather at the Western
Wall, where there are always speaches and an official
meeting.

The main celebration is in the evening after sundown
until late at night, as the Bible days begin in the evening,
the night first, and then the day.

On Independence eve, the children went into the city.
My husband and I walked to Mt. Zion and to Zion Gate,
and then to Jaffa Gate and back. We had our own little
service, just the two of us, there on the mountain where
it was quiet. We feel the need for new priorities of time,
for new beginnings and the way made for many needful
things.

Some time has passed since first beginning this ‘Life in
Israel’ piece. They told me that the Reporter is ready
now except for my piece, so I must try to finish it and not
keep them waiting. I am writing this tonight in our home
in Abu Tor. It is 8:30 and the wind is blowing.

Many years have passed now since we came again to
live in Israel. All Israel has ever known is a condition of
war. It would be a good feeling if this could change.
Perhaps we will hear the word confederation soon.
Obadiah speaks of two settlements: one by peace and
agreement that failed, when men “brought thee even to
the border’ and there is deception and hurt; the other, a
final settlement between Jacob and Esau, by war.

We pray, as many of earth’s children do, for peace and
believe it will come. Still, we know it is not yet. We know
that until the Prince of Peace rules there will not be
lasting peace on earth or in Jerusalem (Isaiah 62:7). Peace
can only begin in the hearts of men of goodwill.

My thoughts wonder tonight in thanksgiving for all of
His blessings and mercies and especially for peace, even

(continued on page 17)
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Reflections on
Faith and Muracles

Have you ever thought about the time Jesus
cast the demons out of the insane man and
into the herd of swine? Have you ever wondered
why there happened to be a herd of swine
grazing in the land of Israel? Especially, since
God had given Moses the commandment:
“Thou shalt not eat any abominable thing . . . the
swine, because it divideth the hoof, yet cheweth not
the cud, it is unclean unto you: ye shall not eat of
their flesh, nor touch their dead carcase.” (Deut.
14:3, 8). Then, as now, the Jews were not
allowed to keep pigs. Why, then, was there a
herd of them so readily available?

This event took place during the period of time
when Jesus often walked along the shores of the Sea
of Galilee. A team of archaelogists, seeking to
discover the site of this miracle, found that, on the
Eastern shore of Galilee, there was, at that time, a
region called “Decapolis.” While the Galilean area
was largely inhabited by the Jews, Decapolis

-belonged to the Romans; and in it Roman practices
would have prevailed.

Let’s take a closer look at this miracle.

“And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes,
which is over against Galilee. And when he went forth
to land, there met him out of the city a certain man,
which had devils a long time, and ware no clothes,
neither abode in any house, but in the tombs. When he
saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and
with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee,
Fesus, thou Son of God most high? I beseech thee,
rorment me not . . . And Fesus asked him, saying, What
is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many devils
were entered into him.”’ (Luke 8:26-30)

This man was well known in these parts, and
probably the source of much fear, since the Bible
tells us that when the people would bind him with
chains, he, using unnatural power, would brake
them asunder.

Jesus, taking pity on him, commanded the dem-
ans to go out of him “into the deep.”

“And they besought him that he would not command
them to go out into the deep. And there was there an
herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they
besought him that he would suffer them to enter into
them. And he suffered them. Then went the devils out
of the man and entered into the swine: and the herd ran

violently down a steep place into the lake, and were
choked.’” Luke 8:31-33.

When they that kept watch over this herd of swine
saw this miracle take place, they fled, and “told it in
the city and in the country.” This is probably the
first time these Romans witnessed such a miracle.
Perhaps this is why the Lord chose this place
Decapolis — not only to establish a miracle, but to
cast the demons or “‘unclean spirits” into the swine,
an “unclean animal.” There is always a meaning to
be found in all the things that Jesus did; and, in this
case, he was fulfilling the Law in Deut. 14:3, 8 and
Matt. 5:17.

It was difficult for the Gadarenes to understand
what they had seen. Those that witnessed the
miracle were frightened and ran to bring others.
They came and found the man, no longer insane, nor
naked, but fully clothed and in his right mind,
sitting at the feet of Jesus. ““Then the whole multitude
of the country of the Gadarenes round about besought
him to depart from them; for they were taken with great
fear.”” Luke 8:37.

Jesus and the disciples left, returning back across
the Sea of Galilee. The man he had healed — he, at
least accepted the miracle — begged to go with him,
but Jesus instructed him to return to his family and
city, to “‘shew how great things God hath done unto
thee.”

Notice, “unbelief”’ destroys a people’s relation-
ship with the Lord, causing them to depart from
their walk with God. Even as the Word of God is for
us to “read” in this generation, so is it also for us to
“pelieve.” The Bible warns us, in Matt. 13:58, that
“He did not many mighty works because of their
unbelief.”” Undoubtably, this was true of the Gada-
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The Sea of Galilee, along whose shores our Savior walked and taught and performed miracles

renes, who probably missed out on great blessings
because of their fear and their refusal to accept what
they had witnessed. If we are not careful, the same
thing can happen with us today.

If we are serving God, then we can believe what
Jesus said in Matt. 10:8 — ““Heal the sick, cleanse the
lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have
received, freely give.”’

“Belief”” and “Trust” are what keep our walk with
Jesus such that we might touch the hem of His
garment in times of trouble, sickness, and in
whatever situation that might demand nothing less
than a miracle. Miracles from the Lord are blessings
that our father in Heaven gave unto each of us
through His Son, Jesus. Let us not doubt or fear,
but let us receive the wonderful benefits given us
through the Word of God.

Jesus said, ““If thou canst believe, all things are
possible to him that believeth.”’ (Mark 9:23).

There was another miracle which Jesus per-
formed by the Sea of Galilee which also illustrates
this same subject.

Jesus had been ministering to the people, teach-
ing and healing the sick. He and the disciples then
went up one of the hills overlooking the Sea of
Galilee. A great multitude followed after him,
because of the great miracles he had done, wanting
to know and hear more. It was evidently late in the
day, and the people were tired and hungry.

“When fesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great
company come unto him, he saith unto Phillip, W hence

shall we buy bread, that these may eat?’”’ (Fohn 6.5).
Jesus asked him this question “‘to prove him: for he
himself knew what he would do. Phillip answered him,
Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for
them.’’ (verses 6, 7).

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Jesus,
“There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves,
and two small fishes: but what are they among so
many?’’ (v. 8, 9).

Jesus asked the disciples to seat the people, who
numbered about five thousand, on the grass. Then
Jesus blessed the five barley loaves and ““When he
had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and
the disciples to them that were set downy and likewise of
the fishes as much as they would.”’ (v. 11)

Without faith, this would have seemed a foolish
thing to do; for how can five loaves and two fishes
possibly feed five thousand people? Yet, the disci-
ples did as he instructed, and the power of God did
the rest. They were able to give each person as much
as he or she wanted, and the supply did not
diminish.

When all had eaten and were filled, Jesus said
unto his disciples, ““Gather up the fragments that
remain, that nothing be lost. Therefore they gathered
them together, and filled twelve baskets with the
fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained
over and above unto them that had eaten.” (fohn
6:13).

This was a miracle that none present could doubt.

Jesus had made the disciples aware in the beginning
(continued on page 24)
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Extracts From Readers’ Letters

ENGLAND.—
Dear Brother Fauth and Family,

Kindly accept greetings in the dear name of our Lord and
soon coming King.

[ have received your letter and its contents were carefully
noticed. We have seen on the news all the time about the
fighting that is going on in the West Bank and other places. But
we know that the coming of the Lord is at hand and all these
things much go on, because the scripture says Jerusalem will
become a burdensome stone. These are the days when we
should really look up, because our redemption draweth nigh.

Please give my regards to all the staff in the printing office
and especially to Sister Fauth. | am hoping that some day I will
return there. God bless and keep you all.

Yours in the Master’s Service,
Bro. and Sis. B.

COMMONWEALTH OF DOMINICA.—
Dear Brother Fauth,

Thank you so much for your letter. It gives me great joy to
write you. How is life keeping with you all in Jerusalem? I hope
fine. As for me and my family, we are fine.

| thank you very much for the letter and for the Bible
Calendar. My friends and | are happy to know about Jerusalem.

May God bless and keep you all, as | pray for you and all the
loved ones. Keep up the good work. And pray for me and my
friends and people.

Yours in the Lord,
A.B.

ST. LUCIA, WEST INDIES.—  Holy Greetings in our
sweet Saviour’s name, who has redeemed us and has made
us meet to be partakers of his holy calling!

It has been a long while and this letter is overdue.
Nevertheless, the Lord we know never has failed and we do
pray will continue to bless you in the fruitful work done there.
We are striving especially at this end time as the evil one is
trying his best to overcome. Praise the Lord, it is (for him) a
losing battle!

We pray that you continue steadfastly and we strive in
prayer for your ministry. May God’s peace dwell with you.

Your brethren,
Elder E. (and church)

OREGON, U.S.A.—
Dear Brethren,

Thank you for your correspondence. We always enjoy and
appreciate hearing from you. You are always in our prayers.
We pray for the peace of Israel. May our Great Almighty
Father bless you always and protect you.

Much love to all of you, and I look forward to our Lord’s
coming. What a great day that will be!

May our Lord continue to bless you and watch over you.

Respectfully,
AW.

KENYA.—
Dear Gordon Fauth,

Grace, peace and mercies from our Lord and soon-coming
King be multiplied unto you and all the Reporter staff.

Much thanks goes to our Heavenly Father for his love for us.
[ would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the Bible
Lessons and Mt. Zion Reporters you sent to me. Indeed, it is
very helpful to us and the ministry here. We are looking
forward to hearing from you always. Our prayer is that the
Lord may keep the ministry going and give the SonBeams
prosperity.

Wishing you and your family best wishes and the church’s
prosperity.

Keep praying for us and the ministry in Kenya.

Yours in His service,
Elder J.T.

ST. LUCIA.—
My Dear Elder Fauth,

Greetings in the sweet and loving name of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. I thank you for your letters and also
Reporters you always send to me, for they are so precious to
me. It gives me much pleasure to write you this letter and also
to enclose a little gift for the work of the Master. We do pray for -
all of you in Israel. Please give my Christian love to your staff
and also your dear wife, and may the Lord bless and keep you
all till He comes.

Your Sister in Christ,
N.E.

TRINIDAD.—
Dear Beloved Brethren in the Master’s Name,

[ write these few lines letting you know how pleased we are
to hear of all the happenings over there. But, fear not, your God
will take care of all. It only takes time. Things are happening in
our country now that never happened before. So much killing
and stealing, men living in fear. But, Praise Yah, we have a
hope, and we are looking for the Blessed hope.

Everyone joins in sending love to all. Take care of yourselves
until | hear from you all.

Yours in Christ,
AG.

AUSTRALIA.—
Dear Brother Fauth,

Thank you for the continuing letters and Reporter which
give us a good in-sight into the work of the Lord in Jerusalem
particularly.

There appears to be a ground swell of activity amongst
Christians in South Australia. We pray this is the Holy Spirit
leading people into a genuine revival.

May God bless you all in Jerusalem so that Jesus be lifted up
and that once blind eyes will be opened through the power o
God’s Word. A :

With Christian love,
F.Z.
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'Holy’ Unrest

2l View of ‘Facob’s Troubles’

By D.N. Griffin
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Before we start knocking over pulpits preaching
politics, we will concede that God “‘takes advantage of
them” just as He takes advantage of all of man’s intents
when they even tangentially serve His purposes.
Further, the Christian Zionists, in particular, have stood
fully behind God’s orchestration of a modern day
miracle in this land when the spiritual support from
others has wavered.

However, we would warn political-minded preachers
that they run the risks of judging after the flesh, and such
warring against flesh and blood detracts and perhaps
hinders the spiritual battles they should be encouraging.

Further, when political aims and desires, rather than
scriptural principles influence theology, there is great
vulnerability to deception. It can be as innocent as
quoting a scripture out of context at first, but if
unchecked can lead to intentionally “twisting” the Word
of God for political ends.

Finally, in the case of the current unrest, there is the
risk of preaching a message that ‘‘hardens the hearts of
those who hear it, thereby stereotyping an entire race. A
minister of the Kingdom of God must keep in mind that
God sees people differently than man. He sees neither
keffiyah nor kepa. He sees only hearts that are turned
toward Him or away from Him.

But those are the

Spiritual View of the ‘Kingdom’

Jesus, Peter, John or virtually any of the apostles could
have made great politicians had they chosen to manipu-
late their followers and use their anointing for those ends.

But Jesus’ words to the Pharisees, ‘‘Render unto Caesar,
what is Caesar’s and unto God what is God’s, ”’ clearly spell
out a scriptural principle to keep the affairs of man’s
“kingdoms” and God’s “Kingdom” separate.

The Church needs to discern BOTH the physical and
the spiritual kingdoms and distinguish between them,
else they make the same error as the apostles in Acts 1:6.

The apostles expected a physical, political kingdom
after they had heard Jesus speak for 40 days about the
Kingdom of God:

“When they therefore were come together, they asked of
him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the
kingdom to Israel?”’

Jesus’ response is worth noting because it established
the spiritual scriptural precedent and perspective of the
“kingdom activity’’ of His true followers.

“And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own
power. BUT ye shall receive power after that the Holy










































