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Consider Your Ways

Ian Lawrence

€< ow therefore thus saith the Lord

of Hosts; Consider your ways. Ye have

sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have

not enoughy ve drink, but ye are not filled with

drink; ve clothe vou, but there is none warm; and

he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into
a bag with holes.’’ (Haggai 1: 5-6).

For 17 years, the people in the book of Haggai
worked hard with what they had, but nothing was
successful. The Lord had not blessed their lives
abundantly as they had expected on their return
from Babylon. It was as if they were wasting their
time.

For 17 years, the Lord permitted this unfruitful
way of life to continue.

When they first arrived in Jerusalem, they had set
to work rebuilding the Lord’s temple, but due to
difficulties, this work had been abandoned, and
eventually ignored or forgotten. (Ezra 4: 23-24). As
time went on they lost sight of their original vision,
and they could no longer see the will of God. As a
result, they suffered.

“Build The House” .

Finally, God sent a prophet — Haggai — with a
word from the Lord; “‘Go up to the mountain, and
bring wood, and build the house; and I will take
pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the Lord.”
The Lord commanded them to work, “‘For [l am with
you, saith the Lord of hosts: . . . according to the
word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of
Egypt, so My Spirit remaineth among you: fear ye
not.”’

What Was Wrong?

Those people were not committing any ‘outstand-
ing sins’ in God’s eyes, but they weren’t really
achieving anything either; ““Ye looked for much, and
lo, it came to littley; . . . Why? saith the Lord of

hosts. Because of Mine house that is waste, and ye run
every man unto his own house.”’

Those people finally obeyed God, and returned to
the original vision and resumed construction of the
temple. In spite of the earlier difficulties which had
seemed so daunting, it was built quickly; and God’s
blessings were poured out.

What About Us?

How do we compare with those Jews in the book
of Haggai? Are we serving our God faithfully in the
task that He has set before us? Or are we so caught
up with our own lives and problems that the
all-important work is being neglected?

In the light of the example of those ancient
Israelites, can we truthfully say that we are receiving
the Father’s full blessing in our lives? It is so easy for
us to be overwhelmed by difficulties; to become
sidetracked with other matters and to lose sight of
our original vision.

We, also, must consider our ways; things in our
lives that need the Lords blessing: goals we need to
achieve, faults we should overcome — and we
should consider why this blessing is not forthcom-
ing. Have we remembered the original vision? Or
have we, too, lost our close contact with the Lord? If
we have strayed into the wayside, we need to return
to the path and to doing His will. No matter what
obstacles may face us, no matter what personal
problems we may have to deal with, if we hold true
and trust in the Lord for help and strength, we will
persevere and reap the blessings of victory. And
those blessings will be felt in every aspect of our
lives.

This is what living an overcoming life is about. It
was important for the Israelites of old, and it is
important for us today. It is something in which all
believers can, and should, partake.

Doo
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“And he causeth all, both small and great,
rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark
in their right hand, or in the their foreheads:
And that no man might buy or sell, save he that
had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the
number of his name. Here is wisdom. Ler him
that hath understanding count the number of
the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his
number is six hundred threescore and six.’’

Those who believe in the Bible and its prophecies have
long been wondering what form the Beast of Revelation
would take, and just what the ““Mark of the Beast’’ would
constitute. Our age has brought wonders the world has
never before seen, and some of these modern realities
have given new and chilling meaning to the words of
Revelation.

While the vision of John on the Isle of Patmos was
purposely given in cryptic terms that would not be
wholly understood until the time spoken of had come,
there are several points in the thirteenth chapter of the
book that are unmistakably clear:

— The Dragon (Satan) would give his power to the
Beast;

— The Beast would have the aspects of many
creatures, not just one;

— The Beast would rule all “‘Kindreds, tongues and
nations’’;

— The Beast would work great wonders, deceiving
many, and blaspheming against God and Heaven;

— The Beast Power would totally control the world’s
economy, causing all to receive a mark or number “in the
right hand, or in their forehead” which would be used in
all transactions.

Previous ages have seen world powers arise: Egypt,
Babylonia, Persia, the Empire of Alexander the Great,
Rome, etc. However, no empire before our age sought
the unification of the world through an ideology. In our
age, there have been several such attempts. The Nazi
ideology, teaching the superiority of the “Aryan” race
and the “glory” of secular humanism was one frighten-
ing example; Communism, with its goal of world unity
through secular philosophy, is another. And even in the
capitalistic Western world, there are on every hand
movements toward ecumenicalism and secular huma-
nism — anything that promotes unity in its broadest
sense. Some of these movements appear on the surface
quite harmless, and many appear to have worthwhile
goals and aims — yet, what will be the final result?

The Common Market, or European Economic Com-
munity (EEC), furnishes the best evidence today of a

movement toward unity on an international level. The
twelve nations belonging to this organization have
already established a European Parliament; they have
already virtually eliminated their borders and frontiers,
and have standardized everything from electrical plugs
to passports; and, as the next step in the process of
unification, they are proceeding with plans to introduce a
common “European” currency (this is to be done by
1992) to replace their old national currencies.

Even today, the EEC is a power to be reckoned with,
and this is probably just the beginning. Hungary, an
Eastern Bloc communist nation, has recently announced
that within ten years it will petition for EEC member-
ship. This alone would be a phenomenal development,
but with Glasnost and the reapproachment it is bringing
between east and west, Hungary may well be just the first
of the Soviet bloc countries to join the EEC. The specter
of a United Europe — and this is the avowed aim of the
EEC — is truly becoming a reality.

Never in history has there been anything quite like this
— asituation in which nations are voluntarily giving up
their power to a central agency. Why are they doing it?
Because they are convinced that in our modern age unity
represents the best answer to the problems that our
world faces. And many other organizations and individu-
als, around the world, agree with this sentiment and are
pursuing the same goal, in both secular and spiritual
ways.

History of the New Age Movement

The present “New Age” movement can be traced back
to the teachings of Helena Petrova Blavatsky, who in
1875 founded the Theosophical Society. Beginning in
1867 and continuing until her death in 1891, Blavatsky
was said to have received telepathic instruction from
“Masters” — spirit beings, or humans who had died and
evolved to a “higher plane,” such as “Jesus, Buddha,
Mohammed, Confucius,” etc. In addition to teaching
evolution, the Theosophical Society taught that ““all
religions have common truths which transcend potential
differences.” Even so, when it came to these “common
truths,” Blavatsky showed a marked bias in favor of
Eastern religion and philosophy, writing: “The Chris-
tians and scientists must be made to respect their Indian
betters.” A central theme of the movement, then and
now, is the idea that man represents his own salvation,
and himself possesses godhood.

While the communist movement which first arose to
world power in Russia in 1917 does not believe in
religion, it very much believes in the same type of secular
humanism found in Theosophy and in the New Age
groups today. It has swept the world with its ideology of
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“Man as God,” laying an ideal groundwork for the
further “enlightenment” which the New Age Movement
promises.

The Nazi party in Germany borrowed from the
teachings of the Theosophical Movement in the formula-
tion of its “Master Race” theory. The idea that man
could be God fit in very well with Nazi illusions. It has
been almost a half-century since the fall of the “Third
Reich,” but the New Age Movement, the modern
embodiment of the Theosophical Movement, is today
found just about everywhere, in a myriad of forms.

Madam Blavatsky herself is long dead; but her
spiritual followers are present in every part of the world,
and in rapidly increasing numbers. The thousands of
New Age groups in the world today exist under many
different names and in many guises, but they all share the
“New Age’ philosophy of enlightenment through self,
and the central concept that “Manis God.” And, they all
have the goal of bringing about world unity — often
under an “Ultimate One,”” a Christ-like figure who will
appear when the time is ripe, to rule over the New Age
utopia.

This strange amalgamation of secular belief and
spiritualism, with dabs of oriental religious philosophy
thrown in, is a virtual hallmark of the New Age
Movement, wherever it is found, and in whatever form.
It may seem strange and contradictory, but New Age
groups also often encourage the worship of Pagan gods
ranging from Pan to Vishnu to Lucifer. At the same time,
they reject belief in the Christian God, or belief in Jesus
as anything more than a spirit ‘“Master.” This seeming
illogic itself shows more than a hint of Satanic influence.

Some New Age groups are quite open about their
beliefs and goals; others are less so. While some groups
are united in actual conspiracy aimed at accomplishing
their ends, many others exist completely independently,
united only by shared beliefs and purpose. And, while
many New Age groups have an obvious and overt
involvement in the occult, others appear completely
humanistic in nature.

Often, New Age Movement groups push causes that
are in themselves quite noble: World Peace, Ecology,
Human Rights, etc. This makes these groups very
attractive to the “‘enlightened” person of today, and
many a good Christian is skirting around the edges of the
New Age Movement without even realizing it. This itself
brings to mind Christ’s warning that in the Last Days

“For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and
shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were

possible, even the elect.”’
(Mark 13: 22).

there would arise false prophets and leaders who would
deceive “the very elect.” To anyone who reads the Bible,
the whole business is part of an alarming trend, one that
can lead in only one direction. It is therefore very
important that the New Age Movement be recognized
for what it is, and that the many groups which make it up
be recognized for what they are. This is generally not
hard to do, if we carefully examine the beliefs and
purposes of these groups.

Principles of the New Age Movement

The New Age Movement is united by six broad
principles that are generally held in common by groups
of both the occult and humanistic camps. The impor-
tance attached to one or another of these principles will
vary with the particular emphasis of each New Age
entity, but the principles, in one form or another, are the
creed that binds New Agers together.

These principles are:

1. GOD IS IMPERSONAL AND NOT SEPARATE
OR DISTINCT FROM CREATION. This concept
has long been associated with the Eastern religions and
their westernized expressions. God does not have per-
sonality but is an ““It,” an energy, force, or an aggregate
consciousness, ever expanding through human evolu-
tion. The universe has no purpose. Possibility has no
limits. Good and evil are the same, as are also life and
death.

In stark contrast 1o this principle, God’s Word pronoun-
ces judgement on all who fail to distinguish berween the
Creator and His creation (Isa. 45:8-19) and especially on
those who identify themselves with God (Isa. 47:8-10).

2. HUMANITY, LIKE ALL CREATION, SHARES
THE ESSENTIAL BEING OF GOD AND IS
DIVINE. Man, therefore, has no specific nature, no
attributes, no limitations. All options are open. The only
barrier to further evolution — physical and spiritual — is
ignorance. Ignorance is overcome through “‘enlighten-
ment.” Any New Ager may say, “I am God.” Being
God, man is under no law, but is as the law: responsible
to none but himself, and free of all guilt.

This is the exact lie that Satan told our first parents in the
Garden of Eden! (Gen. 3:4-5). It began the “‘age’’ that has
come to be called “‘new’ in our generation. Ezekiel 28:2
sharply reproves humanity for aspiring to godhood.

3. HUMANITY’S CRISES RISE FROM IGNOR-
ANCE OF MAN’S DIVINITY AND ONENESS
WITH ALL THINGS. Reality in the New Age is only
what each individual decides it is. Changing one’s
perception of reality overcomes all anxieties and evils.
Humanity’s journey to perfection and omnipotence is an
“‘awakening’ or evolutionary process called ‘““transfor-
mation.” Mankind is the savior of mankind . . .

“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is
none other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved.’’ (Acts 4: 12).

4, HUMANITY’S GREATEST NEED IS TRANS-
FORMATION — OR AWARENESS OF MAN’S
ONENESS WITH GOD AND INNATEDIVINITY:
We are our own Creators! As such, we are responsible for
everything that happens to us and around us. The
capture of further evolution is man’s only hope. The key
element is that man must choose the direction of his
further evolution. Man’s divine nobility will emerge as
he directs his own evolution for the betterment of
mankind.

“‘Becausé that, when they knew God, they glorified
Him not as God, neither were thankful; but became
vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened.”’ (Rom. 1: 21)..
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5. TRANSFORMATION CAN BE BROUGHT
ABOUT BY A MYRIAD OF TECHNIQUES THAT
CAN BE APPLIED TO THE BODY, MIND
AND/OR SPIRIT: The object of these techniques is to
dismantle each person’s perception of reality and build a
new set of perceptions based on mankind being self-
creating. An altered state of consciousness is required to
change the individual’s perception of reality.

“Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature more than the
Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.’” (Rom. 1: 25).

6. PERSONAL TRANSFORMATION IS THE
BASIS FOR GLOBAL TRANSFORMATION
CHARACTERIZED BY MASS ENLIGHTEN-
MENT AND SOCIAL UNITY. According to New
Agers, further evolution of mankind will become collec-
tive, culminating in a golden age that will be free of war,
crime, violence, racism, drug abuse and hunger. All
mankind will be “One” — with one language, one
monetary system, one world government, as well as one
mind and one will.

(““And except that the Lord had shortened those
days, no flesh should be saved: but for the elect’s sake,
whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened the days.’’)
(Mark 13: 20).

Other Manifestations

Instances of the New Age Movement can be found in
just about every community throughout the world today,
in some form or another. Some of these instances are as
flamboyant as the Hare Krishna cult, or the Rajneeshi
cult, but most are more subtle, and more dangerous.

Astrologers claim that earth is presently undergoing a
transition from the age of Pisces, the fish that symbolizes
Christianity, into the age of Aquarius. The Piscean age
began, they claim, just before the birth of Jesus, and it is
now drawing to a close. They claim that the constant
trouble and strife of the Piscean age was due to the
Christian influence; and they say that things will be
much more united and peaceful in the Aquarian age.
While this view is, of course, nonsense — trouble and
strife certainly did not begin with the Christian era — it
‘has proven a popular idea with many.

In The Aquarian Conspiracy, which is often called the
definitive work on the New Age Movement, writer
Marilyn Ferguson calls the burgeoning movement “‘a
benign conspiracy for a new human agenda-

. . . broader than reform, deeper than revolution.” It
had, she said, triggered the most rapid cultural realign-
ment in history. This realignment supposedly repre-
sents, “the ascendance of a startling worldview that
gathers into its framework breakthrough science and
insights from earliest recorded thought.”

American actress Shirley Maclane, whom Time
Magazine calls “the New Age’s reigning whirling
dervish,” has become a leading proponent of the occult
side of the New Age Movement. In her 1987 television
miniseries, Out on a Limb, cameras showed purported
conversions, using a ‘““‘channel,” with spirits who claimed
to have lived as humans centuries ago. The publicity sur-
rounding her show, and others like 1t, led to an imme-
diate surge across the United States in sales of books on
the occult, a surge that has continued. And the pheno-

.

menon is by no means limited to America. Even in Israel,
interest in occult subjects is growing, particularly among
the young. A local believer was recently shocked to notice
that most of the new books on display in the window of a
leading Jerusalem bookstore dealt with occult or “New
Age” subjects. When he inquired as to the reason, the
clerk cited the recent intense interest in such subjects.
Innocent curiousity? Perhaps, in most cases; but defi-
nitely evidence of an alarming worldwide trend.

“Now the spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to
seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.”’ (1 Tim. 4:1).

(4P EP P er e P a P EP AP EN AP AP EP AD D AP AP AD G CP AP GD D P D AP EF CD ED D E D ED

The Twentieth Century is drawing to a close, and with
it the Second Millennium. When the first Millennium
drew to a close, Millenialist movements swept the
countries of Europe; today, we can see something similar
happening in the world. People want something better
than what they have and they want a world in which they
can feel more secure. People are searching for truth and
for answers to questions deep within the soul. A true
believer in God and His Son has this truth and these
answers; other people do not, and they are easy prey for a
movement which seems to provide all of this. The
present mood of the world, with the popular feeling that
an old age is drawing to a close, and a new one beginning,
lends powerful support to this kind of movement.

Even so, most people in America and other countries
are not yet ready for a direct change-over to a universal
order or world government. Globalists realize this, and
have their solutions. Richard Gardner, member of the
Trilateral Commission and the Council on Foreign
Relations and a Professor of International Law at
Columbia University, spelled this out when he said:

/*“Attempts to achieve instant world government must be
changed. An end-run around national sovereignty, erod- /

ing it piece-by-piece, will accomplish more than the
old-fashioned frontal assault.” This is obviously the
approach being used by the EEC, with marked success. /

“Management by Crisis” is another approach, which™
some New Agers feel can be used to hurry things along.
This involves a three-fold technique. In the first
instance, they find, create, or invent a crisis somewhere
in the world. In the second step, they widely publicize
that crisis. And in the third step, when they’ve created
sufficient alarm among the people, always citing
renowned academics and experts, they propose their
solution. With the right “crisis,”” the switch in attitude or
government can occur almost overnight. -

Sound familiar? One example of how this method
works can be found in the Nazi Party’s rise to power in
Germany, before World War II. The crises were easy to
find, the people were whipped up to a state of alarm, the
Nazi Party proposed its “‘simple’” solutions, and as a
result Hitler, “The Leader,” came to power. No one
before the Nazi era would have believed a Nazi Germany
possible, but it happened, with terrible results for
miilions.

Crises often in the news these days include the
environment crisis, the arms race, the population crisis,
the Third World crisis, the Middle East crisis, crime, the
drugcrisis . . . Peopleare concerned about these issues,

(continued on page 12)
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by Naomi Fauth

Shalom!

Greetings of love, joy and peace in Jesus. Everything,
here, is about as usual.

Today is Friday, and there is always much to do. It is
early in the morning. Ordinarily I would not have time
on a Friday to do extra things, but they are waiting for me
again to get my little piece ready for the Reporier.

Later this afternoon, we are invited to a garden supper
in honour of the Gerrishes, who have just returned to
Israel from America. They were away for a few years.

We recently had visitors from Turkey. They were
wives of young U.N. service men stationed in the airforce
there. One was from Amer-
ica and one from England.
They told us that 99 per
cent of the people in Tur-
key are Moslem. There are |
a few Jewish people, and ¢
some Christians. They can
worship freely, but only in
known places already rec-
ognised for services.
Brother David from our
congregation, here in Jeru-
salem, spoke in one of their
churches in Turkey a few years ago. I thought it
interesting that the Anglican priest who was with them
brings a tour group every year from Turkey to visit in
Israel.

Albert Babisha and his wife and daughter have left
Israel for awhile, and are visiting in America. We are
missing them and wish them well. It is their first time in
the U.S., where they may remain for awhile. Their son,
Sammy, has been in America for some time now
attending Bible College. They were afraid for him to
come home, as their place is situated at the far side of Beit
. Jalla on the West Bank. Arab youths from villages nearby

come up the deep canyon behind their place, throw
“stones and petrol bombs, and then flee back through
their property, and into the canyon again. The Barbishas
have had more than their share of bad days and nights
when soldiers came through chasing fleeing youths. It
seems to be getting worse and not better.

Brother Babisha is originally from Bagdad, in Iraq.
Once he told us of a time when he was a student there.,
The young men in his school were upset about certain
things, and planned a demonstration. No one warned
them about what would happen. When they marched
down the streets, the army, at a certain point, herded
them on to the high bridge over the river and shot them
all. He said as they started their march, something caused
him to become very uneasy, and he dropped out, and was
left behind.

Brother Babisha grew up swimming and diving in the
river there at Bagdad, and riding horseback all over the
country that he knew well. He was once a lawyer, but
turned to the ministry. He is Assyrian, but preaches
fluently in different languages, including Turkish,
Arabic and English. He also preaches in Aramaic, his
mother tongue — it is the language that Jesus spoke. He

Naomi and Gordon
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is a blind man. He has been blind since his infancy. His
blindness was caused when his mother was caught with
him in a desert sandstorm and his eyes became infected.
He has relatives still living in Bagdad. His brother’s son,
Benjamin, Sammy’s age, was taken prisoner in the
Irag-Iran war and they haven’t heard anything from him
now for several years. In that war it has been made
known to people living here that they purposely put
Christian soldiers in the front lines. The percentage of
deaths among Christian soldiers far exceeded that of
Moslem soldiers.

I had an interesting conversation with a young Jewish

soldier recently. Nearly every day they sit in the shade,

under the big carrob tree, outside the church gate. I went
to water a few little starts of cactus and portulacca in the
church yard and he followed me in. He asked many good
questions about us and our faith. Often we meet people
like this that seem filled with curiosity and questions. A
week or two ago, an older Arab man, sitting by the
church gate as I was coming out from services, wanted to
talk. We talked about the present situation and trouble
and how there are good people on both sides and also
bad. He told me in tears how so many of his people are
filled with hate, and how it makes them very unhappy.
He said it is much better to love one another.

Also the other day, I was on a Gilo bus, going to visit
an elderly Jewish friend. I sat down by a stranger who
was sitting in the front of the bus. After a while the man
spoke and said he had seen my husband and me on
television. I said I knew that we had been on television
some time ago. He said that he had recently seen us. He
said the program was on the Abu Tor District of
Jerusalem and was about peace between the Jews and
Arabs. So it seems he was right and that they had re-run
the program. We knew before this that they had shown it
already twice. He said he thought that it was an
extraordinary program and found it interesting.

He seemed anxious to show me all the scenery in places
as we rode along, and pointed out different things. I
asked him if he knew the meaning of the word ‘Gilo’, and
he said he did but he talked of history rather than the
meaning, and I think he forgot my question. He said Gilo
is mentioned in the Bible in King David’s time, and there
was a man that advised people that lived in Gilo and so
forth. All in all, it was a nice meeting and pleasant. _

This man also told me about the airlitt ot the Yemenite
Jews to Israel and about how they had come. He said they
believed in the prophecies, and that they had been
waiting for generations for the right time to come. They
taught their children to understand also, and to wait. He
meant they were waiting for the time that the Bible
speaks of when the exiles would return. He was thrilled
and excited in telling me. He said that around 100,000
Yemenite Jews in all had come back and that it was nearly
100 per cent of the Jews in Yemen. He said they had been
taught throughout their many generations in exile that
they would come back, and that they would fly back on
the wings of a big bird, and that they never doubted it.
Although he spoke English quite well, he didn’t know
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Tisha B’Av

Day of Mourning

¢ ‘Ir seems 1o me as if the entire people of
Israel have been sitting for 2,000 years
and weeping over graves.’’

These words were written by the Hebrew novelist
M. Z. Feierberg in 1898. Since then, as we know, the
prophecy continued to prove true with the Holo-
caust in Europe claiming so many innocent victims
and the ongoing wars after the establishment of the
State of Israel in which so many young soldiers lost
their lives.

Yet do Jews mourn even when it’s no longer
necessary? Should they still weep for the destruc-
tion of the First and Second Temples even though
Jerusalem is again the capital of the State of Israel
and Jews from all over the world have been free for
22 years to come and pray at the Western Wall?

Mourning

The Talmud states that on the 9th of Ab one is
obliged to observe all mourning rites which apply in
the case of the death of a next of kin. This date
commemorates many tragedies, but the main focus
of the mourning is for the destruction of the
Temple. The First Temple was destroyed on the 9th
of Ab by Nebuchadnezzer in 586 B.C. marking the
beginning of Jewish exile. The Second Temple was
destroyed on the same date by Titus in 70 A.D.
Other shocking calamities also occurred on the 9th
of Ab — in 135 A.D. the fortress of Betar fell and
Bar Kochba and his men were massacred, and
Jerusalem was ploughed up by the tyrant Hadrian.
On the same fateful day in 1290, King Edward I
signed an edict expelling Jews from England, and on
the 9th of Ab in 1492, following the terrible
Inquisition, 300,000 Jews, led by the statesman and
sage Don Isaac Abarbanel, began to leave Spain
aftec Ferdinand and Isabella had signed the decree
for their expulsion.

Tt is stated in the Talmud: “He who eats and
drinks on the 9th of Ab will not live to see the
crowning of Jerusalem, for the Scriptures state:
‘Rejoice ye with Jerusalem and be glad for joy with
her, ye that mourn her.’ ”” This somewhat puzzling
sentence means that the value of mourning lies not
only in remembering the past and applying its
lessons to the present, but also in recognizing the
unity of the Jewish people, the roots of their
existence and the prophetic destiny still awaiting
fulfillment with the coming of the Messiah.

“The Daughter of Zion”

Tisha b’Ab is symbolized by mourning, fasting
and readings of dirges from the Book of Lamenta-
tions. The ruined city of Jerusalem is personified as
“the Daughter of Zion” bemoaning her fate. She
weeps at night and receives no comfort. Her friends
and lovers have betrayed her and she is exhorted to
“let tears run down like a river day and night.”
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“Hozw doth the citv sit solitary, that was full of people!
Houw is she become as a widow!”’ (Lamentations 1: 1).

Tisha b’Ab is observed in Israel, as it 1s the world
over, with the fast beginning at sundown. “Echah”
— the Book of Lamentations — is read in the
synagogue in the evening by the dim light of candles
with the congregation sitting on the floor or on low
stools, and it is again read in the morning. It was
written by the prophet Jeremiah who witnessed the
destruction of the First Temple. Then “Kinot” are
read — a collection of dirges by Jewish poets of
different ages. In Jerusalem, hundreds of thousands
flock to the Western Wall, last remaining structure
of the Great Temple area, where they sit on the
ground and pray, often all through the night.

Many Jews believe that the birth of modern Israel
negates the need to mourn for the fall of Zion,
whereas others see Tisha b’Ab as a symbol for all the
persecutions of the Jews and their sufferings in
exile. In Judaism, however, despair is always tem-
pered by hope so that they conclude the Tisha b’Ab
reading with the words:

“Turn us unto Thee O Lord, that we may be turned.
Renew our days as of old.”’
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Good Health Department

HEPATITIS B

If a safe, effective vaccine against cancer or Aids were
available, people would queue up for hours and be
willing to pay large sums to get it. There is no vaccine
protection against Aids, but the world’s first human
anti-cancer vaccine has existed for six years — its price
plummeting since then — and almost no one seems to
have noticed.

Preventive immunization is available for hepatitis B, a
viral disease whose complications — including chronic
liver disease and primary liver cancer — kill as many
people in a day as Aids kills in a year. But although
hepatitis B is spread in the same ways as that disease,
Aids has better “public relations” and kills quickly,
rather than two, three or four decades after initial
hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection.

There are as many as 80,000 carriers of the grave viral
disease in Israel, and one in 10 is likely to develop severe
liver complications, including cirrhosis and liver cancer,
10 to 40 years after being infected. HBV is spread the way
Aids is — by blood and sexual contact, and during birth
— but even the sharing of toothbrushes, nail cutters,
combs and razors is known to increase the risk of HBV
infection.

The Israeli Health Ministry agrees that hepatitis B can
“theoretically” be transmitted in barber shops and hair
salons if the scissors and razors are not carefully
disinfected. Officials say they don’t know of any such
cases, but it’s hard to trace back such a source of
infection.

Also in Israel, the first cases of hepatitis B spread by a
doctor using infected acupuncture needles have been
confirmed. The danger of infection in this way is no
longer hypothetical. Patients are urged to insist on
disposable needles, or else to acquire a set of their own
that are used only on them during treatments.

Carriers can’t be helped at present, and there is no way
of knowing which carriers will develop the complications
in years to come. But non-carriers in close contact with
carriers can now be immunized with hepatitis B virus
vaccine. Its price has fallen in the past year or so from
8200 to less than $10 per dose.

The genetically engineered vaccine, put on the world
market two years ago, is the world’s first anti-cancer
vaccine, in that it provides total protection for at least
S€Ven years to non-carriers against hepatitis B-induced
liver cancer, and against other incurable or severe
complications as well.

Those who fall into the high risk category for hepatitis
B include doctors, nurses, dentists, lab technicians,
dental assistants, undertakers and hospital cleaning staff.
Prisoners, homosexuals, drug addicts, hemophiliacs and
others are also more likely than the general population to
be carriers.

HBV-carrier mothers can pass the disease on to their
babies as they pass through the birth canal or during
nursing. An estimated 2,000 Israeli women carriers give
birth each year. Of infants born to Israeli women who are
carriers, up to 25% will within a few months of birth
become carriers themselves.

American health authorities have concluded that even
with their low carrier rate, screening pregnant women
and vaccinating high-risk groups at government expense
is highly cost effective. Doctors writing in the Fournal of
the American Medical Association concluded that if all
pregnant women in the U.S. were screened, the preven-
tion of liver disease would save $105 million a year. If
pregnant women belonging to high-risk groups were
vaccinated, as many as 140 cases of acute hepatitis among
newborns and 1,400 cases of chronic liver disease among
infants would be prevented each year per 100,000
pregnant women screened, saving the U.S. economy
$765 million.
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A potentially fatal but torally
preventable disease is being
spread needlessly in epidemic
proportions.”’
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Dr. Sanford Kuvin, who is vice chairman of the 0.8,
National Foundation for Infectious Diseases, says that
the carrier rate (people who were initially infected but
who don’t show symptoms after recovery) ranges
between one to 5% of the general population in Israel
(much higher among Jews of African and Oriental origin
and Arabs than among Ashkenazim) and about 15%
among Ethiopian Jews. Statistics show that one out of 10
of these carriers will eventually develop serious compli-
cations. Once a person is a carrier, there is nothing that
can be done to prevent him from possibly developing
complications, but vaccine protects non-carriers from
becoming carriers. “A potentially fatal but totally pre-
ventable disease is being spread needlessly in epidemic
proportions,” he warns.

Around the world, there are an estimated 250-300
million carriers of HBV. It was first identified in 1967 by
Dr. Baruch Blumberg of Philadelphia, who received a
Nobel Prize for his discovery. It is, like all viruses, very
small, consisting of a DNA core surrounded by an outer
envelope that carries the hepatitis B surface antigen
protein.

(Hepatitis A, the form of hepatitis without the long-
term dangers of its cousin B, is highly contagious with a
short incubation period of around a month, and is usually
spread by direct contact or by food or water infected by
feces.)

When a person is infected by HBV, the virus reprodu-
ces itself within its host. In the acute infection, the liver is
inflamed and some cells die. The symptoms — vomiting,
anorexia, nausea, diarrhea, fatigue and abnormalities in
the sense of smell and taste — develop quickly. The body
turns yellow from jaundice. Full recovery may take three
to six months. For 90% of all patients, that is the end of it,
because of the liver’s immense capacity to regenerate,
But for some of the remainder, HBV can be a death
sentence. Over 1.5 million babies born around the world
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last year will eventually die of HBV-related liver disease.

The remaining 10% of adults who were infected
become chronic carriers. But in Africa and the Far East,
about 95% of infected infants go on to become carriers
and risk developing the serious complications of the
disease; in the Middle East, 15-25% of infants born to
carriers become carriers themselves.

These complications include fulminant hepatitis
(which is fatal among one per cent of the carriers),
chronic hepatitis, which may come in a more benign
form, or chronic active hepatitis, a progressive and
destructive liver disease. The severe form is an insidious
disease that often leads to cirrhosis (a total breakdown of
the liver by turning into scar tissue) or primary liver
cancer.

About 5% of these carriers will eventually develop liver
cancer. It is incurable, and is one of the 10 most common
cancers, with some 250,000 new cases occurring around
the world each year. Statistics show that it strikes men
more often than women; in many countries, it is the
professionals. Doctors, nurses and laboratory staffers
who come in contact with blood, body fluids, needles and
carrier patients, are at high risk of infection.

The Journal of the American Medical Association
reported a case of five patients developing hepatitis B
within four months after undergoing surgery at the
hands of the same surgeon in an obstetrics/gynecology
department. He was allowed to continue working if he
wore double gloves and had informed consent from his
patients. But when another patient got the disease from
him, he was barred from working as a surgeon.

o

Dentists are at even higher risk. Numerous cases of
transmission during dental treatment have been docu-
mented, including in Israel. In rural Indiana, nine cases
of hepatitis B occured suddenly, nine times the yearly
average. One victim eventually developed severe liver
disease, while two others had fatal fulminant hepatitis.
The dentist was tested and voluntarily closed his
practice.

In a hospital-based study quoted in the American
Journal of Epidemiology, evidence of infection with the
virus was found in 30% of the emergency ward nurses,
27% of the pathologists, 26% of the blood-bank workers,
24% of laboratory technicians and 17% of surgeons,
compared to 5% among volunteer blood donors from the
general population. Not only can these professionals
become infected, but they can also be a source of
infection to patients and colleagues.

But others are also at risk. Cleaning and laundry
workers at hospitals are also exposed to higher risk than

the average population. Patients who undergo kidney
dialysis, those suffering from hemophilia, thalassemia or
leukemia requiring frequent blood transfusions, resi-
dents at institutions for the mentally handicapped,
prisoners, drug abusers and homosexuals are at high risk
too.

Almost all HBV is screened out of blood donations
made in Israel. However, anywhere from two to seven
per cent of patients who get blood transfusions are
exposed to a virus called “non-A-non-B” that can also
result in chronic liver diseases. Until now, non-A-non-B
could not be detected in blood supplies. Only now,
Chiron, a genetic engineering company in Emeryville,
California, have developed a test for what they have
dubbed ‘““hepatitis C virus.”” Trials have shown that the
test is very reliable, and it costs only about $2 per blood
sample. But it won’t be approved by the FDA until later
this year and won’t be marketed until 1990. When it is
sold here, it should eliminate the risk of getting hepatitis
from blood transfusions.

Hepatitis B vaccine derived from blood plasma by the
U.S. drug company Merck, Sharp and Dohme, has been
available since 1982. But it was very expensive, because
of the large amount of suitable plasma from which it had
to be purified. The other major drawback was that
disease-producing micro-organisms in the plasma might
survive inactivation during manufacture and pass dis-
eases on to the recipient. So recombinant vaccine, made
without blood plasma, was seen as a vital alternative.

The genetically engineered vaccine is a relatively new
story. Only in 1979 was the DNA sequence of the
hepatitis B virus isolated. It was cloned by genetic
engineering in E. coli bacteria during the next three
years, then tested clinically from 1984-5, scaled up to
commercial production by 1986 and registered with the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration later that year. The
host chosen by Merck, Sharp and Dohme, and the
Belgian drug company SmithKline Biologicals to syn-
thesize the vaccine was common baker’s yeast. In the
complicated procedure, the surface antigen gene of the
HBV is inserted into the yeast, whose cells multiply. The
material is purified and turned into a vaccine.

The vaccine is regarded as very stable and safe,
without side effects. Its price has come down in the last
few years from the prohibitive — around $200 per dose
— down to as little as $5 (a smaller dose for children), up
to $10 for adults. Other companies started to produce
their own recombinant vaccine, and the competition will
undoubtedly lower the price even further. To be most
effective, people should be re-vaccinated every seven
years or so.

In most countries, the test to determine if one is a
carrier of hepatitis B can be carried out at any well-
equipped hospital or clinic, or through a doctor. If one is
already a carrier, nothing can presently be done, except
to live as healthily as possible and to avoid behavior
which might give the disease to others. (Remember that
most carriers will evidently not develop further compli-
cations.) For non-carriers, the vaccine is readily available
through pharmacies and clinics and can be administered
by any doctor. Ten dollars seems a reasonable price to
pay to be safe from one of the world’s great killer
diseases. :

(compiled from *“Jerusalem Post® articles.)
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NORWAY.—
Dear Gordon Fauth and staff,

Shalom and greetings from Norway.

Thank you very much for The Mount Zion Reporter, the
calendar and the letters. | appreciate it all very much.

| hope I may be able to visit Israel this year, it is about 14
years since last time. Your land and people have a special place
in my heart.

God bless you all.

Your sister in Christ,
H.H.A.

CAMEROON.—
Dear brother in Christ,

T only knew of your magazine a short time ago when a friend
gave it to me. | was so impressed with its contents and
interesting reading, then finally 1 decided to write to your
organization, requesting more information.

| pray that the Almighty will give you knowledge and
understanding, and that He will bless your ministry and give
you good health.
Yours in Christ,
U.A.

Dear Readers,

We welcome your letters, your testimonies, your views on
current events concerning Israel and issues that comncern
Christians, and points about Bible teachings and doctrines.
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While up until now Israel’s space activity has beenof a
modest nature, the launching of its first satellite signifies
a literal jump into space for Israel, and further satellites
will confirm this demonstrated ability. As part of this
effort, Israel Aircraft Industries is also reaching for the
sky and endeavoring to develop and to profit from an
entirely new product; a modular satellite. They estimate
that in future, the cost of launching a satellite will not be a
standard price as at present, but will be determined by
the space occupied by the satellite in the launching
missile. For that future they have designed a satellite that
can be easily adapted and changed in size for the needs of
each perspective customer, Isrseli or foreign. o
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“And let him that is athirst come.
And whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely.’” Rev. 22:17.
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