MOUNT ZiON REPORTER

" Probes




2 THE MOUNT ZION REPORTER

THE MOUNT ZION REPORTER — PUBLISHED
IN JERUSALEM, ISRAEL.

Vol. 35 BUL (November 1989) No. 9

Founders — A. N. Dugger, Effie Dugger
President & Editor — Gordon M. Fauth

The M:. Zion Reporter is published by The Mt. Zion
Reporter Society, a non-profit organization whose aim and
purpose is to bring the gospel message to a darkening world,
and to reach people everywhere with the glorious news of our
soon-coming Messiah and King. This ministry, which reaches
all parts of the world, is carried on through the prayers and
support of those who share our burden for souls.

QOur Creed: Revelation 12:17
The Head and Director: Jesus (Yahshua)
Membership: “Lamb’s Book of Life,”
in Heaven — Revelation 20:15.

Editorial Staff: Ediror; Gordon M. Fauth; Assistanr Editor: G.
Fauth Jr.; Layour Editor: Jonathan Fauth; Office Manager: Debra
Dugger. Production Manager: Naphtali Fauth; Technical Editor: lan
Lawrence; Contributing Editors: Naomi Fauth, Jean Dill, Leslie
Johnson, Julia Rawson, Dianna Hassler, Art and Aviva Whetstone.

Subscription cost: U.S. $19 per year. This includes mailing to any
place in the world. The M. Zion Reporter is published monthly except
for combined Sept./Oct. and Jan./Feb. issues. If, for any reason,
fewer issues are published in the year, subscriptions will be updated
accordingly. (Copyright ® 1989, The Mount Zion Reporter)

Jerusalem — The Chosen City of God (7117177)

“For the Lord hath chosen Zion: He hath desired it for His
habitation’’ (Psalms 132:13). ““The Lord of hosts shall reign in
Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem’’ (Isaiah 24:23). ““They shall call
Ferusalem the throne of the Lord” (feremiah 3:17). “‘But I have
chosen Jerusalem, that My Name might be there’’ (2 Chron. 6:6).
“The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice from
Ferusalem™ (Foel 3:16).

Funds may be sent by check, money order or bank draft.
Address correspondence to:

The Mount Zion Reporter
P.O. Box 568
Jerusalem — ISRAEL

CONTENTS

Page 3
His Workmanship

Page 4
God Is For Israel
Presenting the reasons
for being ‘pro-Israel’

Page 7
Life in Israel
by Naomi Fauth

Page 9
A Message From Tabernacles
The deep meaning of ‘Succot’

Page 12
Nineveh — Found
(Jonah’s Journey)

Page 15

“Let Us Go To Dothan”
Kesettling in

The Promised Land

Page 16
Bid to Rescue
Scorched Beauty

Page 17
News Direct From Israel

Page 23
Syrian Defector Wanted ‘to Live
in a Free Democractic Country’

Page 24
The Hope of Israel
Our common burden



THE MOUNT ZION REPORTER 3

& ‘\‘:

N

HIS W

ORKM

ANSHIP

by Art Whetstone

(14 HAT? Praise God for trouble?! Are

you telling me to thank God for
being sick??” Not exactly, of course. But Paul
does tell us to rejoice IN ALL things. “In
everything give thanks: for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” (1 Thes-
salonians 5:18).

I would like to give you a key to getting the most
out of life and being able to walk with God in
victory all the time. When we look at Paul’s life, we
can see that he went through many hardships and
suffered through terrible difficulties. In Romans
8:37, he tells us, “In all these things we are more
than conquerors through Him that loved us.”

The key thought, to me, is in Ephesians 2:10.
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works . . . " Youand I who have
given our lives over to the Lord, are in the process
of being made into mature sons and daughters of
God. He is making something of each of us to
please Himself!!

There is not one problem or hardship, sickness or
trial we go through, but what our loving Heavenly
Father is in total control. He wants to use every
situation. Paul goes even farther to tell us in
Ephesians 5:20, “Giving thanks always for all
things unto God the Father in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.”

Now we might not be able to jump up and down
with glee when serious trouble is pushing us into the
ground. But I like to think of it this way. We praise
God in the FACE of trouble or sorrow or discou-

raging circumstances. Look directly at an impossi-
ble problem or a terrible difficulty facing you and
say, “Lord, I thank you that lam yours,and I know
you love me and | know that You are able to take
care of this situation and do, ‘exceeding abundantly
above all that I ask or think™!” (Ephesians 3:20).

This act of our will in expressing simple child-
like faith in our Father releases the vast resources of
heaven to help us. The darkness fades in the light of
His presence, the difficulties smooth out and the
troubles vanish. God is pleased when we take steps
of faith — trusting in His care and provision for us.
When God is pleased with your life of faith, the
angels of heaven are all around you to make life
your better, whatever you are doing.

But what happens when we grumble and com-
plain about things? In this case: the Holy Spirit is
no longer free to work within us, the angels are not
there to protect us from danger, and our loving
heavenly Father is greived because under these
circumstances He cannot pour out His blessings
upon us.

All through the book of Ephesians we read of
the, “abundant riches” of grace that God wants to
“freely” give to us. It is like having untold amounts
of money in the bank, and all we have todo is write
a check when we need to make a withdrawal. The
key to victory for us, is to react in faith to every
negative situation in confident assurance that we
are His workmanship. And that faith pleases God,
who in turn takes care of everything. Does that
sound too good to be true? Or too simple? Not at
all! Try it and you will be glad you did.
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God Is For Israel

by Leslie Moxham

YES! God is for Israel — He always has
been, He i1s now and He always will be. He has
been for and with her in all her darkest, most
desperate and even her rebellious days. His
mind and will, in respect of the People and the
Land of Israel, have not changed. The People
and the Place, Israel, are inseparable and
indivisible — this is true of the past, the present
and of the future purposes of Jehovah. He has
not abandoned, rejected, forsaken or dismissed
His special People.

Every time we read, speak or hear the name

‘Israel’ we declare that Jehovah God has inexorably
united Himself with His People. The God of Israel

“The biblically informed believers
see present Israel not as she is
now, but as she is prophetically
designated to be.”

and the Israel of God are indestructibly, indissol-
vably joined as one. This is as true today as when
God and Abraham came into covenant relation-
ship as recorded in Genesis 12. It is important to
note that the first part of the covenant related to
‘The Land’ which God promised Abraham He
would show him. From then until now, every
Israeli in The Land and every Jewish person in the
Diaspora has a spiritual nexus with God in an
indissoluble divine human relationship.

Since God is for Israel, it follows logically and
theologically thatevery born again believer must be
‘for Israel’. We cannot distance ourselves from the
purposes and plans for restored Israel anymore
than we can sever our roots from Abraham, Moses
and the One to Whom both looked forward. Jesus
Messiah is The Greatest Jew of all Jews. He did not
disassociate Himself from His People even when
they rejected Him. The first expression of ‘His
Body” was composed of Jewish persons and was
formed in Jerusalem. One of the Lord’s most
outstanding Apostles was inspired to coin the
phrase ‘to the Jew first’. Since Paul did not
abandon his own kithand kin in hisday, despite the
things he suffered at the hands of many of them,
why should we reject them now? No! For Gentile
believers to disassociate themselves from Modern
Israel is a sin for which they will be accountable to
God at the Judgment Seat. They will hear Israel’s
Redeemer say ‘inasmuch as you did it not to the
least of these my brethren, you did it not to me’.
What an inditement this will be!!

God i1s for Israel. His enemy is against her.
Demonic, hellish forces are at work feverishly
within and outside Israel. The purpose of satan is to
postpone and oppose the final ‘end of the age’
purposes for Israel. Wise and informed supporters
of Israel are not blind to her faults, failures and
glaring sins. We do not believe she is faultless and
infallible, nor do we believe she is in a paragon of
moral excellence at this time. We do not approve of
the immorality and vices which are corrupting the
nation. We pray against such evils as corruption
and deception in ‘high places’, abortion, drug
abuse, occult practices even within Orthodox Juda-
ism, the power struggles with the political parties,
and many regretable indiscretions in the handling
of the intifada. The biblically informed believers
see present Israel not as she is now, but as she is
prophetically designated to be.

There are some major prophecies which are
being fulfilled now. The establishment of the
Sovereign State of Israel in 1948 clearly fulfills such
Scriptures as, “My flock was scattered upon all the
surface of the earth, and none did search or seek
after them. For thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I,
even I, will both search My sheep and seek them
out. And I will bring them out from the people, and
gather them from the countries, and will bring them
to their own Land, and feed them upon the
mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in all the
inhabited places of the country.” (Ezek.
34:6,11,13). This in itself scotches any idea of a
Palestinian State within ‘Greater Israel’. Jehovah
has never recinded His original promise to Abra-
ham when He, “ . made a covenant with
Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this
Land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river,
the River Euphrates.” (Gen. 15:18,19). During the
latter part of the reign of David and most of the
reign of Solomon, these were the borders of ‘the
Empire of David and Solomon’. By no stretch of
the imagination can these 60 years be the
‘FOREVER’ promised by Jehovah to Abraham,
. after that Lot had separated from him.”
(Gen. 13:14,15). Since at no time after that period
until now has there been a ‘Greater Israel’, this
promise is yet to be fulfilled. The international
consternation when Israel goes forth to regain her
rightful territory makes the mind ‘boggle’!! Yet,
Jehovah has said it and ‘The Word of the Lord
endures forever’.

qi

The regathering of the Jewish People from all
around the world will be completed. Ezekiel was
inspired to assert this in chapter 39, verses 27-29.
Tucked away in this passage are the words, “And
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have left none of them any more there.” Every
Diaspora Jewish person will become an Israeli!!
There is one proviso. A careful reading of Ezekiel
20 will reveal that the present day, “rebels, and
them that transgress against Me . . . shall not
enter into the Land of Israel.” The Prophet draws a
parallel with the ‘first exodus’ and the ‘final exo-
dus’. The rebellious ones under Moses perished in
the wilderness. The present day rebellious ones will
suffer the same fate outside the Land.

When the ‘ingathering’ is complete a most wond-
erful event will occur. Israel will experience her
own personal Pentecost. This promise is set outina
number of Scriptures, such as, “For I shall have
poured out My Spirit upon the House of Israel” —
Ezekiel 39:29, and Isaiah 44:3 — “I will pour My
Spirit upon thy seed.” This will result in a personal
recognition of Israel’s Messiah as indicated in
Zechariah 12:10. It is important to note that this
verse states, “They shall look upon Me whom they
have pierced” — Messiah Jesus is speaking, and He
is refering to His crucifiction.

At this glorious time, all the original designs
Jehovah had for Israel will be fulfilled . She will be
a ‘Holy Nation’ and a ‘Kingdom of Priests’. In this
exalted position, God will cause Israel to be His
final messenger to the nations. Jehovah states,
through the prophet Ezekiel, that He shall be,
“Sanctified in them in the sight of many nations,”
and He declares, “I will sanctify My Great Name,
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which was profaned among the heathen, which ye
have profaned in the midst of them; and the
heathen shall know that I am the Lord, saith the
Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you before
their eyes.” (Ezekiel 36:23).

Jerusalem, “Shall be to Me a name of joy, a
praise and an honour before all the nations of the

earth, which shall hear of all the good that I do unto
them: and they shall fear and tremble for all the
goodness and for all the prosperity that I procure
unto ir.” (Jeremiah 33:9). These things shall come
to pass, and since these events are modern history,
we must expect them to continue to be fulfilled in
our lifetime.

The enemies of Israel may pit all their superior
weapons and larger armies against the Nation of
Israel, but Jehovah will have the last word and

“It is often implied that to be
pro-Israel is automatically anti-
Arab. This is a false assumption.

While God has always had a
special place in His purposes for
the Nation of Israel, He loves the
whole world. For its salvation He

»

‘gave His only begotten Son’.

deed. He has recorded, “Behold, all they that were
incensed against thee shall be ashamed and con-
founded: they shall be as nothing; and they that
strive with thee shall perish.” (Isaiah 51:11). In
Isaiah 49: 25, He goes further; He says, “For I will
contend with him that contendeth with thee, and I
will save thy children.” The enemies of Israel will be
utterly defeated by the superior power, skills and
wisdom of the One of Whom it is recorded, ‘He who
keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep’.

God is for Israel, so we have a marvellous
opportunity to stand with Jehovah on behalf of His
People and His Land. Priority number one is
intercession and persistent, informed prayer for the
Nation. We must also be prepared to suffer with the
Lord’s People. Support for Israel in the form of the
purchase of Israeli produce helps. Witnessing to the
faithfulness of Jehovah to Israel and refuting those
who aver that the Church has replaced Israel is
another vital role we must play. Join with others
who have a similar burden for the People and the
Land of The Book. God is still for Israel. Join Him
in His final plans for His Chosen People.

It is often implied that to be pro-Israel is
automatically anti-Arab. This is a false assump-
tion. It is made in the interest of propaganda point
scoring. While God has always had a special place
in His purposes for the Nation of Israel, He loves
the whole world. For its salvation He ‘gave His only
begotten Son’. When Jehovah’s plans are fully
implemented all the nations of the world, including
the Arab nations will have an equal opportunity
and privilege to acknowledge the Jehovah of
Abraham, [saac, and Jacob, as the only Holy Lord
God Almighty. It will then be seén clearly that
Yeshua Ha Mashiach is the Messiah of Israel and
the Savior of the World.
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The Day of Atonement
— ‘Yom Kippur’

The ‘Day of Atonement’is considered the highest
of the holy days. This ‘high holy day’ occurs on the
tenth of the seventh biblical month, Tishri (called
Ethanim in I Kings 8:2). The Day of Atonementisa
day of fasting and prayer — a day when atonement
for sins is made, as is written in Lev. 16:1-34, “to
cleanse you, from all your sins.”

From the evening of the ninth until the evening
of the tenth, the Jews believe the soul must be
afflicted in fastingand prayer. Consequently, this is
the most solemn day of the year for the Jewish
People.

In Old Testament times, lambs were slain as a
blood sacrifice for sin. Today, however, only the
Samaritans sacrifice a lamb for each family. Other
Jewish groups, such as Orthodox Jews use a
chicken.

The chicken is swung three times over the
person’s head, while a prayer, asking for the
transfer of the past year’s sins to the chicken, is
recited. The chicken is then killed and taken home
or given to the poor. This ceremony is called
Kaparot, and it takes place in the sunlight hours,
usually early, before the setting sun ushers in the
‘Day of Atonement’.

Close to sundown, when the Shabbat siren is
sounded, all traffic must stop. In Jerusalem, as the
sun sets, the city becomes peacefully tranquil, and
the songs of prayer echoing from the many syn-
agogues grows melodiously louder. As darkness
falls, the streets become crowded with one-way foot
traffic — all moving towards the Old City. The holy

Jews performing the ceremony of Kaparor, the symbolic
transfer of the past year’s sins to a chicken.

night has begun, and a blanket of tens of thousands
of praying souls soon covers the huge stone court-
yard beneath the Wailing Wall.

—Jean Dill, Julia Rawson, Dianna Hassler

LIVING IN PEACE

We have only one earthly life, and we can do no
better than to live it according to God’s plan. This
will bring peace on earth and good will toward
men. Living by God’s Spirit will cause peace to
reign in hearts. We need PEACE! Today, in Israel,
it is common to greet one another with the word,
‘Peace’ (Shalom). This expression was used in the
days of Christ. However, it dates back farther than
this. God Himself used this form of greeting — He
commanded the Hebrew Priests to use the phrase in
their ritual blessing of the Children of Israel. Itisin
this connection that the Jews believe this phrase got
its origin. Our Savior, when He sent out His
apostles on their preaching journeys, commanded
them saying “And into whatsoever house ye enter,
first say, Peace be to this house.” (Luke 10:5).
When Jesus appeared to His disciples after His
resurrection, He said, “Peace be unto you.” (John
20:19 and Luke 24:36). —O Lord, we need to live by
your Spirit every hour, only then can our every
thought, word and deed be according to your
plan.— Our speach can encourage those who are
weary, and actions are as a temple to those who are
seeking light, so in His Name, remember this
wonderful word: PEACE!

THE BETTER WAY

I'd rather see a sermon
Than to hear one any day —
I'd rather one should walk with me,
Than merely show the way.
The eye’s a better pupil,
And more willing than the ear —
Fine counsel is confusing,
Bur example’s always clear.

The greatest of all preachers
Are the ones who live their creeds,
For 1o see the good in action
Is what everybody needs.

I can soon learn how to do it
If you'll let me see it done —
[ can watch your deeds and actions,
But your tongue 100 fast may run.

And the lectures you deliver
May be very wise and true,
But I'd rather get my lesson
By observing what you do.
For I may misunderstand you,
And the high advice you give,
But there’s no misunderstanding
How you act, and how you live.

— Author unknown.
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Shalom,

Greetings from Jerusalem. Each new day brings with
it mixed trials and blessings. The good things of the day
always seem to outweigh the harder things. We thank
Him for all, believing that He is mindful of us, and that
He cares. “Thou art my hiding place and my shield: 1
hope in thy word.” (Psalms 119:114).

The ‘Intifada’ seems to always dominate the daily
news. Recently, even the train has been stoned. I
remember how it was in the fifties, when the railroad
passed through a corner of territory that was outside
Israel’s borders. When the borders had been estab-
lished, a special agreement had also been reached
concerning the train, to give it safe passage through this
outside area. However, that part of the ride turned out
to be something like traveling through America’s Wild
West. Most of the time, the daily train passed through
safely — but not always. In those days, it was not just
sticks, stones and home-made bombs to look out for,
and it was not Indians or bandits, but terrorists — then
called the Fedayeen. Whenever we went by train, we
always prayed for protection when approaching this
region. I remember there was a feeling of relief and
thankfulness after passing through. The train was old
and outdated, even for the fifties. It had big square
windows and was usually full of people. When boarding
or exiting, most of the young people and older children
used the windows instead of the doors.

Speaking of the ‘Old West’, a T-shirt is on the market
here, with big letters spelling out ‘Wild West’. Under-
neath the words ‘Wild West’ is a picture of an old
western town with a building marked ‘BANK’. So you
have, “Wild West Bank™. In the foreground you can see
Shamir on one side of the street and Arafat on the other.
Both are dressed in Western garb. They appear to be
ready for a shoot-out in front of the ‘Wild West Bank’.
Even though this is a very popular T-shirt, it is not the
best selling one. The most popular T-shirt says, ‘I was
stoned on the West Bank.” Another similar T-shirt has a
list of West Bank cities, and you check the place where
your bus was stoned.

Since Biblical times, stoning has been a tradition of
this land, and the Orthodox Jews were keeping up this
tradition long before the ‘intifada’ started. They still
stone cars on the Sabbath Day for driving down streets
which are in or near their religious districts. However,
since the ‘Intifada’ started, stoning has become a daily
occurrence on the West Bank. Consequently, some
tourists seem to count the risk of visiting the West Bank
somewhat adventuresome. Since tour buses are some-
times stoned, many tourists can ligitimately wear their
T-shirt. I guess it was just a matter of time until some
entrepreneur capitalized on the despicable act of ston-
ing. Indeed, for those brave enough to chance the perils
of the West Bank, Israel now ‘offers’ a new, unforget-
able biblical experience: stoning!

It seems that there has never been a growing season
quite like this one in Israel; the land has been blessed
with such beautiful fruit. Because of the abundance, the
fruit is reasonably priced and therefore easily available
to all. Guavas are coming into season now, and many

\QAM\ Life in lsraelﬁ*
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kinds of grapes are at the peak of their season. Mangoes
in other years were usually just something we looked at
and sometimes tasted. This year, mangoes appear
everywhere in the market places and are within reach,
price-wise. Citrus fruit is in abundance. Peaches, pears,
and plums, just continue on and on in a long market
season. Many of the fruits appear perfect, and big

The “Mahane Yehuda’ fruit and vegetable market
tn Jerusalem.

enough to be prizes. Apples, peaches, pears, pr ines and
pineapple (well ripened), cooked together with a few
English walnuts and raisins, make a hardy and tasty
dish for any occasion. Even one, or two of these fruit
kinds, are enough (the raisins make it sweet enough
without adding sugar).

It was good to welcome home Brother Albert Babisha
and family. They recently returned from a short trip to
America. Unfortunately, they have returned justin time
for a new wave of violence in their vicinity, the
Bethlehem area. However, they are glad to be back
home again. They barely made it back in time for the
birth of Peter, their third grandchild. He was born to
their daughter, Doris. Mother and child are doing well.

A Tribute

Our hearts have been saddened by the passing on, last
week, of Mrs. Gaer. She was 87 years old. Even though
she was old and ailing, her death came as a shock to us.
We prayed together at the hospital, and she had a
thankful and quiet spirit. She showed concern mostly
for Gordon, my husband, and prayed a special prayer
for him. He was like a son to her. Before her husband
passed away a few years ago, she asked, in anguish, who
would take care of her. Her husband answered, “Gor-
don will take care of you, now.” Since then, Gordon has
spent much of his time with her. The Gaers had ason, an
only child. He left Israel in his teen years with the
British. His mother and father never saw him again and
have never heard directly from him. For years, Mr. Gaer
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saved money, as he wanted to go to England to find their
son. Once they received papers, through a relative in
Belgium, showing that their son had recieved special
honors from the Queen of England. However, the Gaers
were unable to locate their son. Mrs Gaer’s heart longed
continually to see him. She cried much for him through
the years. When she finally gave up in her words and
spirit, she became critically ill and died.

Mrs. Gaer went mostly by the name of Susie, but her
real name was Cecil. Her husband, Alphonse Gaer,
seemed to always be near and ready to help the
Jerusalem work — many times when other help was not
enough The Lord used him in unusual ways to help in
the establishment of the work here. Even though the
Gaers were Jewish, they had a special love for the
Jerusalem work — they were true pioneers in the early
days.

The Gaers were living in Belgium during World War
I1. Mr. Gaer worked in the ship yards. His job was to
evaluate loads, space, and weight of shipments on cargo
ships. He also estimated damage done to ships and
cargo. One day, his boss told him that he must leave
quickly, and said, “The Nazis are coming to get you!”
Mr. Gaer hurried home to his wife and little boy.
Looking for a way to escape, he then brought them to
the port. There was a ship in dock going to the port of
Haifa, but they were refused passage. So, he looked for
any ship that would take them aboard. There was a
Turkish ship leaving soon, and they were accepted on
board. Fleeing for their lives, just because they were
Jews, this young man with his wife and child went to
Turkey. The Turkish authorities allowed them onshore,
but told them they could only stay a few days. One
official drew their attention to a huge ship anchored far
out in the harbor and said that it was going to the Holy
Land. He said he would help them. He took them in a
little boat across the harbour to the big ship, where they
climbed up a long rope ladder and boarded. They were
surprised to find that it was the same ship that had
refused them passage in Belgium. The captain was also
surprised to see them, but he decided to let them stay
aboard his already overcrowded ship. The Gaers found
the ship overflowing with Jewish refugees fleeing, as
they were, to the Holy Land. There were no cabins, no
beds, and not enough chairs — there was barely
standing room. The Gaers were very weary and wanted
to rest. Alphonse was a strong man in many ways and
didn’t give up easily. He went into the kitchen and spoke
with a cook. He said he needed a cabin for himself, his
wife, and son, and offered to pay for it. Mr. Gaer
persuaded the man to give up his room and sleep in the
kitchen. After a long trip, their dream was finally
fulfilled when they arrived on the shores of the Prom-
1sed Land. It was not easy for the refugees, and Israel
was not yet a state. However, they were allowed on
shore, and not turned away as many were at that time.
British soldiers boarded the ship and escorted all the
Jewish passengers to camps. The camps, near Acre, had
armed guards and barbed wire. The Gaers were separ-
ated and treated as prisoners. The men were locked in
one camp and the women in another. We thank the
Lord that they eventually gained their freedom and were
granted citizenship in their own land. We feel honoured
that we were given the opportunity of knowing their
love.

Shana Tovah (Happy New Year) are the words heard
often now in Jerusalem. The Jewish New Year ushers in

the fall holiday season. It also marks the end of the
harvest year. We accept the challenge of a greater
harvest ahead in the work of the Lord. We hope that the
coming year will be a time of renewal for many good
things. We hope for new beginnings in the things that
are beautiful and eternal.

I hear singing coming from the churchyard below.
The service has started and it is time for me to go down.
The morning song of the birds in the tree tops so near
my window, mixed with the sound of the people singing
and worshipping, is lovely.

It is always good to hear from you. We thank the
Lord daily for the caring fellowship of the ‘Reporter
family’ — we value your letters and prayers very much,
and look forward to hearing from you.

Your sister,
Naomi Fauth

A DAY’S REFLECTION

When I come to the end of a fruitful day,
I say, with a grateful heart,

““I thank you, Lord, for Your beautiful world
In which I may share a part.”’

Bur what can I say if my day was drear
And has dragged from beginning to end?

Can I say, ‘I am Yours — time belongs to You
And on You, dear Lord, I depend?”’

Or what of the day full of tension and stress
W hen my soul for release has cried?

Can I say, ‘O Lord, I am graciously blessed
With a deep feeling friend by my side? ™’

For it’s after the day that I falter and fail
That I hear, if I listen close,

“My strength is made perfect in weakness,
Dear child.”

What comfort! My pathway He knows.

Oh, what kind of day has it been for you?
Was it fruitful, distressing, or drear?

Leave today AND tomorrow completely to Him
And give thanks. He will calm every fear.

— Aviva W hetstone

The Jerusalem Church Project

Your help is urgently needed in our campaign to
purchase and rebuild our Jerusalem church. Any
amount you are led to give, large or small, will be
most welcome and will be put to good use in a
lasting way. By helping with this endeavor, you can
share in a project dedicated to the glory of the Lord
in the city where He gave His life for mankind. In
these troubled days, it represents a unique
opportunity to shine forth the light of our Prince of
Peace. Please pray about it.
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A Message From Tabernacles

by Jim Gerrish

The Festival of Tabernacles (Sukkot), one of
the seven Levitical feasts, seems to be the only
major biblical festival which has no direct
fulfillment or parallel in the New Testament.
While the other major biblical festivals have a
large degree of fulfillment, this festival remains
a festival of the future, clothed in symbolism
and mystery. Nevertheless, like the other bibli-
cal festivals, it obviously should have great
significance for Christians.

An explanation of this festival can be found in
several places in the Bible. The most prominent are:
Lev. 23:33-44; Deut. 16:13-15 and Num. 29:12-40.
We understand from these passages that Taberna-
cles was to be a fall, harvest festival, occuring in
September or October each year. The Israelites
were not only commanded to build tabernacles
(booths or sukkot), but they were commanded to
dwell in them as a reminder of their sojournings in
the desert with the Lord. The festival was to be a
great season of rejoicing before the Lord.

For many years, my family and I studied this
festival, and in the past we even built a small
sukkah, mostly for demonstration and teaching
purposes. This past year the Lord impressed us to
build a normal-sized sukkah — one big enough to
share with guests. What a blessing that turned out
to be!

With the help of some friends, we sank four
sturdy posts in the back yard. We then enclosed the
tabernacle with cane matting and bedsheets. Actu-
ally, almost any material will do so long as it is not
of a permanent nature. We then covered the top
with tree branches, taking care that we would still
be able to see an occasional star.

Inside the tabernacle, we placed a table and
benches. Outside, we heaped up piles of ripe
vegetables and fruits from the garden. Since Suk-
kot is the harvest festival, it signifies the ingathering
of all the fruit of the earth. (Lev. 23:39). Itisthusa
festival of the end times. This is also brought out in
the fact that the festival begins soon after the
sounding of the trumpet of Rosh ha-Shana. For
those who have an interest in biblical numerology,
it is also of note that this festival begins in the
seventh month and lasts for seven days. It ends on
the 21st of the month (3 x 7). One can hardly escape
the idea of completion with such an obvious
repetition of the number seven.

After finishing our tabernacle, we were anxious
to show it off to as many of our friends as possible.
We invited thirty or so people to attend our festival.
When they arrived, we reminded them that the
festival was to be a time of pure joy and rejoicing.
(Lev. 23:40). Asinthe case of the other festivals and

even Shabbat, their troubles would have to be left
behind, because it is forbidden to bear a burden on
a festival day. (Lev. 23:35). We all then began to
sing and rejoice before the Lord. Later, we enjoyed
plenty of food and fellowship, and everyone took
his turn sitting in the sukkah and visualizing the
lessons from this flimsy dwelling of our past.
After our guests had gone, I took my own turn
sitting and meditating upon the significance of the
tabernacle. The longer I sat, feeling the night breeze
as it rustled through the leaves, and occasionally
,

Succot booth in Jerusalem

catching the twinkle of the stars above, the more I
began to understand. It must have been mid-night
before my thoughts were all formulated. Let me
share with you a few things the Lord shared with
me on that lovely fall evening.

We Are All Sojourners

From the days of our father Abraham, we have
been sojourners, strangers and pilgrims. in the
earth. God seems to desire it this way. It has always
spelled disaster when God’s people grew too com-
fortable. This was undoubtedly one of the reasons
why God commanded the Israelites to dwell in
tabernacles for a week each year, and why the
custom is to be continued as a “statute forever.”
(Lev. 23:41).

As sojourners (I Pet. 2:11), we must learn to hold
all things loosely. This is especially difficult in our
materialistic age, where we are constantly held by
the tyranny of things. Things control and manipu-
late us; they become masters, gods, Baals over us.
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As the people of Israel were about to enter the land,
God wished to impress upon them the message of
Tabernacles, lest they be drawn away by the very
affluence of the Promised Land. The message is still
a good one today.

Finally, sojourning is a greatequalizer. When the
Israelites were wanderers in the desert, they all lived
in tents — rich and poor alike. The book of
Deuteronomy speaks of all the people going to
their tents. After the children of Israel entered to
the Promised Land, the Book of Judges mentions
tents and houses. By the time of the books of Kings,
the author speaks of tents, houses and palaces.
During Tabernacles, all men are equal before God
as each one sits in his sukkah and considers Him,
and not his own special status.

Faith Requires Flexibility

We must be able to move when God moves.
Christian history is filled with its Ichabods who all
had too much vested interest to move when God
moved. The tabernacle is a flimsy structure. It is
almost a tent and can be put up or taken down in a
few minutes. It is always sensitive to the wind of the
Holy Spirit. It is open to the heavens; it is
indefensible and cannot be closed off.

Throughout the Bible, it seems that the struggle
has gone on between the concept of tabernacle
(sukka or mishkan) and the concept of house
(bayit). The whole episode of Stephen’s stoning
seemed to revolve around this issue. Stephen told
his hearers that David “desired to find a tabernacle
for the God of Jacob, but Solomon built him an
house.” (Acts 7:46-47). Certainly, the house is more
attractive, more comfortable, more durable and
appealing for us humans, but in the house, we lose
the flexibility to follow the cloud. We lose the
sensitivity to the wind. We also lose that intimate
contact with the creation and the Creator.

The Bible looks forward to a time of purer and
simpler religion. The prophet Amos speaks of the
end days as a time when the Tabernacle of David
will be restored. (9:11). That flimsy tent with its
glorious worship and fellowship with God has
probably touched both Judaism and Christianity
more than any of us realize. The worship by David,
his Psalms and ecstasy before God has surely
influenced the various outbreaks of revivalism in
Christian history. It is noteworthy that some of the
great revivals actually were held in tents and brush
arbors, closely resembling the ancient tabernacle.

With this in mind we can better understand the
movement of the last days foretold by John in
Revelation: “Behold the tabernacle of God is with
men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be
His people, and God Himself shall be with them,
and be their God™ (21:3).

The tabernacle may have been a flimsy and
unsightly structure, but there was never a time so
long as Israel dwelt in it, that they could not look
out the tent door and see the glory of God hovering
over them in the pillar of cloud and fire. We can

hardly say the same about the subsequent history of
Israel and the Church.

The Frailty of Our Lives

As | sat in my tabernacle last year, I watched the
wind rustle the leaves overhead. Some of the leaves
fell around me. A few days before they were fresh
and green, now they were dry and dead. The verse
of Isaiah became especially clear, “We all do fade as
a leaf, and our iniquities like the wind, have taken
us away.” (64:6).

The New Testament writers often refer to our
bodies as a sort of tabernacle. (II Cor. 5:1; 11 Pet.
1:13). Like the Tabernacle, we are flimsy and frail,
and soon begin to fade. That great man of God
Moses cried to the Lord saying, we are,
“ . soon cut off, and we fly away . . . so teach
us to number our days, that we may apply our
hearts unto wisdom.” (Ps. 90:10, 12). With the
“house” concept it is easy for us to feel permanent
and to lose sight of our very brief sojourn on the
earth. The tabernacle ever reminds us of our frailty;
that we are but flesh.

Somehow, last year as Tabernacles drew to a
close, 1 sensed that there was much more God
wanted to tell us all through this festival. It is my
hope that next year, many of you will make the
effort to build a tabenacle in your own back yard.
In a day when we are constantly searching for new
teaching tools, we may have allowed a wonderful
biblical tool to escape our notice. The tabernacle is
guaranteed to be a blessing for yourself, family and
friends, and like so many things in our Hebrew
heritage, it is certain to be a big hit with the

children.
—Jim Gerrish, Bridges For Peace

Abba Father

“And he said, Abba, Father, all things are
possible unto thee, take away this cup from

me: nevertheless not what I will, but what
thou wilt.” (Mark 14:36).

“For ye have not received the spirit of
bondage again to fear; but ye have received
the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba
Father.” (Romans 8:15).

“And because ye are sons, God hath sent
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father.” (Galatians 4:6).

Do you know that in Israel today, the little
Hebrew children call their father, Abba, and
their mother, Ema? I think this is interesting
because Abba and Ema are Aramaic words
and the Aramaic language is believed to have
been the mother tongue of Jesus.

—Naomi Fauth
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Fish Oils and Fats

There is mounting evidence today which
suggests, contrary to popular belief, that not all
oils and fats are detrimental to the human
heart. Indeed, some fats and oils actually
appear to combat heart disease and other
dietary inflicted ailments.

In the seventies, researchers discovered that
Greenlander Eskimos, despite their high intake of
fats, suffer less heart disease than modern city-
dwelling Westerners. However, this low rate of
heart disease only applied to Eskimos who were
subsisting on a traditional diet of cold-water fish,
seal blubber, and whale products. After further
studies, scientists confirmed that consuming some
types of seafood fats and oils is beneficial. Scient-
. ists analyzed these fats and found that they all
~contained a high content of Omega 3, a fatty acid
that actually breaks down blood cholesterol.

Studies have shown that eating cold-water fish
can indeed lower the cholesterol level and thus
reduce high blood pressure. Though small amounts
of Omega 3 can be found in certain types of plant
life, cold-water fish, such as mackerel and salmon,
are the sources with the highest concentration. In
one study, men with mildly high blood pressure
experienced a significant drop in blood pressure
after eating two cans of mackerel a day for two
weeks — following which, they maintained their
lowered blood pressures through a weekly intake of
three cans of mackerel.

In another test conducted in Japan, researchers
at the Chiba University School of Medicine com-
pared the diets of 44 residents of a deep sea fishing
community, to the diets of 44 members of a farming
community. The fishermen ate twice as much
seafood as the farmers — consequently, the
researchers found that the farmers’ blood was
thicker and more adhesive than that of the fisher-
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men’s. Therefore, in a procedure designed to
correct this imbalance, the Japanese researchers
supplemented the farmers’ diet with fish liver oil
capsules. After only four weeks, the farmers’ blood
was notably thinner and had lost much of its
stickiness. This led the Japanese researchers to the
conclusion that a substantial amount of fish oil in
the diet could be helpful in preventing and combat-
ing platelet adhesion disorders.

Recently scientists at Vanderbilt University have
discovered that taking fish oil also reduces hyper-
tension. Thirty-two hypertensive men were split
into four groups of eight. One group of eight was
given 50 milliliters of fish oil a day, and another
group was given only 10 milliliters a day. The two
remaining groups were each given a different kind
of vegetable oil (50 milliliters each). After four
weeks, only the two groups receiving fish oil
achieved a drop on the blood pressure chart.
Furthermore, the men in the group taking stronger
doses of fish oil recorded substantial blood pres-
sure reductions.

Fish has long been used as a ‘brain food’— many
people believe eating fish increases the powers of
concentration. However, today there are a lot of
new fish stories going around. These stories seem to
share the same message: cold-water fish is also
good for the body — especially the heart.
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HELP SPREAD THE GOSPEL!

We are urgently in need of funds for printing
tracts, booklets, books and other materials. There is
a very great demand, and we are hard put to meet it.
The cost of paper, postage, ink, etc. has been going
up at a tremendous rate, and our publishing minis-
try has become very expensive. We need your help,
and any amount sent in to this work will be put to
good use. Please pray about it!
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