" THE MOUNT ZION REPORTER

Probes




2 THE MOUNT ZION REPORTER

THE MOUNT ZION REPORTER — PUBLISHED
IN JERUSALEM, ISRAEL.

Vol. 36 Elul/Ethanim (Sept./Oct. 1990) Noj3

Founders — A. N. Dugger, Effie Dugger
President & Editor — Gordon M. Fauth

The Mi. Zion Reporter 1s published by The Mt. Zion
Reporter Society, a non-profit organization whose aim and
purpose is to bring the gospel message to a darkening world,
and to reach people everywhere with the glorious news of our
soon-coming Messiah and King. This ministry, which reaches
all parts of the world, is carried on through the prayers and
support of those who share our burden for souls.

Our Creed: Revelation 12:17
The Head and Director: Jesus (Yahshua)
Membership: “Lamb’s Book of Life,”
in Heaven — Revelation 20:15.

Editorial Staff: Editor: Gordon M. Fauth; Assistani FEditor:
Jonathan Fauth; Layour Editor: Ezra Fauth; Office Manager:
Debra Dugger; Production Manager: Naphtali Fauth; Technical
Ediror: lan Lawrence; Contributing Editors: Naomi Fauth, Jean
Dill, Leslie Johnson, Julia Rawson, Dianna Hassler, Art and Aviva
Whetstone.

Subscription cost: U.S. $19 per year. This includes mailing to any
place in the world. The Mt. Zion Reporteris published monthly except
for combined Sept./Oct. and Jan./Feb. issues. If, for any reason,
fewer issues are published in the year, subscriptions will be updated
accordingly. (Copyright © 1989, The Mount Zion Reporter)

RSHALL
RIS

“\‘jl
Xk
i(\
.

Jerusalem — The Chosen City of God (M)

“For the Lord hath chosen Zion: He hath desired it for His
habitation”’ (Psalms 132:13). “‘The Lord of hosts shall reign in
Mount Zion, and in Yerusalem’’ (Isaiah 24:23). ““They shall call

Jerusalem the throne of the Lord™ (Yeremiah 3:17). “‘But I have

chosen Jerusalem, that My Name might be there’’ (2 Chron. 6:6).
“The Lord also shall roar our of Zion, and utrer His voice from

Jerusalem’’ (Foel 3:16).

Funds may be sent by check, money order or bank draft.
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The Mount Zion Reporter
P.O. Box 568
Jerusalem — ISRAEL
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The Gates of Jerusalem

(Shaarey Yerushalayim)

by Jean Dill, Julia Rawson and Dianna Hassler

The history of the Gates of Jerusalem embraces many
traditions, superstitions, and intriguing fables. Join with us
as we look through the arches of these historical gates—
blending facts with fascinating legends of these ancient
walls of the city.

If the gates, set within the walls surrounding the ancient
city of Jerusalem, could speak, they would tell of histories
never recorded. It is written, “The Lord loveth the Gates of
Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.” ( Psa. 87:2).

The gates were places where people met to hear impor-
tant announcements. Jeremiah was told to stand in the
gates and prophesy regarding the profaning of the Sabbath.
(Jer. 17:19-21). Jeremiah also “stood at the gate in the house
of the Lord and declared the sins of Israel and the pollution of
the Temple.” (Jer. 7:2-29). Furthermore, outside the Water
Gate, Nehemiah commanded that the Law of Moses be read
to the people. (Neh. 8:1-9). However, Hezekiah gave com-
forting words to the people at the gate of the city, when
Sennacherib had come to fight against Jerusalem. He spoke,
“With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord our God
to help us, and to fight our battles.” (Il Chron. 32:6-8).

Legal business was often transacted at the gates: “Judges
and officers shalt thou make thee in all thy gates, which the
Lord thy God giveth thee.” (Deut. 16:18). We are reminded of
the transaction in the Book of Ruth. Boaz went up to the
gate and took ten elders of the city. Here he purchased the
field of Naomi and the right to take Ruth as a wife. (Ruth
4:1-11).

Markets were often held at the gates; the main item sold
gave the gate its name. The Sheep Gate that Nehemiah had
repaired derived its name from the sheep market near the
gate. (Neh. 3:1).

The Fish Gate is where the men of Tyre congregated to
sell fish and various wares on the Sabbath. During the time
of the Fish Gate, Nehemiah was upset over the profaning of
the Sabbath and boldly decreed that the gates were to be
closed. “And it came to pass, that when the gates of Jerusalem
began to be dark before the sabbath, I commanded that the
gates should be shut, and charged that they should not be open
till after sabbath.” (Neh. 13:19).

One of the most exquisitely designed portals is the Gate
of the Cotton Merchants—named such because of the bazaar
located outside this magnificent gate. It is thought to be one
of the oldest existing gates in Jerusalem. The gate is
decorated with particolored stonework—the only Jerusalem
gate so ornamented. Immediately to the north of the gate is
the Wailing Wall, which is the only visible remains of the
Western court wall of Solomen’s Temple.

The Fountain Gate was located at the southeast corner of
the walls of ancient Jerusalem. It is mentioned only in
Nehemiah 2:14; 3:15; and 12:37.
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The Horse Gate was located between the Water Gate and
the Sheep Gate. The Horse Gate was given its name be-
cause it offered entrance to King Solomon’s stables. Also,
tragic events took place at the site of the Horse Gate: while
shouts of mobs rang out and horses whinnied in fear, the
Temple guards killed Queen Athaliah as she fled to her
palace beside this gate. The Priest Jehoiada cried, “Let her
not be slain in the house of the Lord. And they laid hands on
her; and she went by the way by the which the horses came into
the king’s house: and there she was slain.” (II Kings 11:12-16;
II Chron. 23:15). This ended the life of the first woman to
rule over Israel (she reigned for six years after killing all ‘the
seed royal’ except for Joash).

Along the southern extremity of the Temple area on
Mount Ophel are: the Single Gate, Double Gate, and Triple
Gate. These gates are in the areas that are presently under
excavation.
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Today, the Single Gate stands over the site of the Horse
Gate. This gate was built by the Crusaders to serve the same
purpose as the Horse Gate did: to give access to the under-
ground vaults that King Solomon built for his stables.

There are three structures in Jerusalem that are con-
nected intimately with the Temple, which—according to
Rabbinic literature—will never be distroyed. These are: the
Wailing Wall, the Gate of the Priests, and the Huldah Gate.

Tt

The Huldah Gate, or Double Gate, with its double arches,
was the central gate through which people coming from
Ophel used to go up into the Temple. This ancient under-
ground entrance also led to the Royal Palace. King
Solomon entered through this gate with his important
guests, including the Queen of Sheba. The sealed, present
structure, bears signs of the Herodian period, as well as
marks left from the Byzantine period. Islamic literature
states that the gate is named ‘Huldah’, after the Biblical
Prophetess Huldah. (II Kings 22:14).

Today, the Triple Gate is scaled. In the past, however, the
Triple Gate gave access to two parallel passages leading

below the El Aksa Mosque. Records show that these pas-
sages were still open in 1882. Originally, it was a double
gateway—only in the late Roman period, was the gate
turned into a triple gateway.

In the Old City walls of today, stand eight magnificent
gates, whose significance span the walls of time. Through
these ancient arches dwells the sights, sounds, and fragran-
ces of a city frozen in the past.

The Damascus Gate is the most beautiful gate and also
has numerous names. It is called the Shechem Gate
(Nablus) and the Gate of the Pillar. In 1937 the remains of a
Roman gate were discovered beneath Damascus Gate. This
ancient gate gave entrance to the city of Jerusalem, then
called Aelia Capitolina. Furthermore, Damascus Gate, with
its double gatehouse, is flanked by two towers. In a cistern
below the eastern tower, there are remains of sections of
the Herodian wall. Located here are large blocks of bevelled
stones, which were popular during the time of Herod the
Great.

Entering inside the gate, turning first to the left and then
to the right, you are immediately in a world of the past: The
Old City of Jerusalem. Large cobbled-stone streets, twisting
and turning into seemingly endless narrow roads, lead to all
parts of this ancient city.

Since the beginning of the Itifada uprising, many buildings,
walls, etc. have been defaced. Note the black paint on the bottom of
this gate and Lion’s Gate. :

Herod’s Gate is one of the three gates in the northern
wall. It received its name from medieval pilgrims who
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believed that the house of Herod Antipas—where Christ
was sent by Pilate—was located nearby. Arabs call this
same gate the Gate of Flowers because of the floral carvings
set into the wall above and outside the gate. The gate leads
to the Plain of Sahira where Moslems believe all creatures
will congregate on the day of the resurrection of the dead.
Also, Jeremiah was thought to be imprisoned in this area by
Zedekiah. Legend has it that this is where the Prophet
Jeremiah wrote the Book of Lamentations. Today, as in the
past, a weekly sheep market is held outside the gate.

B : [ E
Lion’s Gate is located on the eastern stretch of the wall
along the same line as the Eastern Gate. It is also the
entrance to the Via Dolorosa from the east. The two lion
carvings, on each side of the gate, give the gate its name.
The lions represent the dream of Suleiman the Magnificent.
This legend holds that Suleiman would be torn apart by a
pair of lions unless he re-built the walls around Jerusalem;
consequently in 1537, he ordered the construction of the
present walls and gates.

Tradition indicates that it was through this gate that St.
Stephen was dragged out to the Brook of Kidron and
stoned. (Acts 7:58) Because of this, Christians call the
Lion’s Gate—St. Stephen’s Gate. The Arabs, however, call
this gate the Gate of the Lady Mary (Bab-Sitt Maryam), be-
cause of its proximity to the traditional birthplace of Mary,
the mother of Jesus. Moreover, during the period of
Solomon’s Temple, a sheep market was located at the
northeastern approach to Jerusalem; this is why the present
gate is sometimes referred to as the Sheep Gate.

The Eastern Gate is also sealed. In the belief that a
Christian Messiah would enter the Temple area through the
Eastern Gate, the Turkish rulers—not wanting a Christian
Messiah to rule over Jerusalem—blocked up the gate, which
is still closed today.

The Eastern Gate—also referred to as The Golden
Gate—is a double gateway. It has the most impressive
gatehouse of all the gates of Jerusalem. The light that filters
through the gatehouse enables you to see the pale rose
colors of the Jerusalem stone. Inside the gatehouse are two
massive pillars. According to Moslem tradition, the pillars
were brought to King Solomon on the shoulders of the
Queen of Sheba. There are also exquisite stone-carved or-
namentations on the outside of the Eastern Gate.

The Eastern Gate lies well below the level of the paved
area of the Temple Mount of Moriah. It was erected in the
fifth century over the traditional ‘Shushan’ entrance to
Solomon’s Temple. This gate was also ironically named
Herod's Gate of Compassion—even though King Herod was
anything but compassionate.

Though the Eastern Gate is often spoken of as a single
gate, it is in fact a double gateway. The southern entrance of
this double gateway is called the Gate of Mercy—because
Jewish people once prayed here for mercy. The arch, on the
northern side, is the Gate of Repentance. There is an old
Jewish tradition which states that the sealed Gate of Mercy
will not be reopened until the return of the Shekinah (The
Presence of God), which left the ‘Holy of Holies” when the
Temple was destroyed by the Romans. The Jews also
believe that ‘happy’ people will go to Paradise through the
Gate of Repentance; the ‘unhappy’ people will leave
through the Gate of Mercy on their way to Eden.

In Biblical times on the eve of the Day of Atonement,
shortly after dawn, the High Priest was ushered to the East-
ern Gate by the Elders. Next, all the animals to be sacrificed
were led passed the High Priest who stood in the gateway. It
was through this same gate that the High Priest, on another
occasion, would pass with the sacrificial Red Heifer. Also, a
law was passed which prohibited unseemly behavior op-
posite the Eastern Gate—since this gate faces towards the
‘Holy of Holies’. Also, at the Eastern Gate, suspected adul-
teresses were given the water of bitterness to drink—this
was done to reveal their guilt or innocence. Moreover,
women were brought here to be purified after childbirth;
also lepers were brought here for cleansing.

Moslems believe that the Prophet Elijah—who is a
Cohen—will sound the ram’s horn prior to the advent of
the Redeemer. Since it is considered unclean for a Cohen to
enter a cemetery, the Moslems have established a cemetery
at the base of the Eastern Gate. Because of this, they
believe that Elijah will not be permitted to usher in the
Redeemer or perform the duties of the Priest—thus Israel
will be denied redemption. Moslems also believe, that at the



6 THE MOUNT ZION REPORTER

end of the world, the gates will re-open for the passage of
the devout. It is believed the devout will cross along a nar-
row bridge—that is sharper than the sharpest knife—to
Paradise, which is beyond the Kidron Valley.

Through the Eastern Gate, Jesus led His Disciples into
the courtyard of the Temple. Furthermore, this is the tradi-
tional place where Jesus wrote with His finger on the
ground: “He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a
stone at her.” (John 8:7). Many Christians believe that the
Eastern Gate will be split open and that the Messiah will re-
enter the Holy City by this gate. Zechariah declared, “4nd
his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives,
which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives
shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward
the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the
mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward
the south.” (Zech. 14:4)

The Dung Gate is the smallest and lowest of the gates. It
is the southern entrance to the Old City and nearest gate to
the Temple Mount. It leads to the Valley of Hinnom. Rub-
bish, garbage, and dung were removed through this gate.
This gate was first mentioned by name in the Book of
Nehemiah. Nehemiah describes a secret tour to view the
destruction of the walls of Jerusalem. “dnd I went out by
night by the gate of the valley, even before the dragon well, and
to the dung port, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which
were broken down, and the gates thereof were consumed with
fire.” (Neh. 2:13). Though the present Dung Gate is not
identical to the structure of Nehemiah’s gate, it is located
near the site where the ancient gate once stood.

Zion Gate sits in the southern wall opposite of King
David’s Tomb. The present gate was built by Suleiman the
Magnificent in the sixteenth century. It was used by
pilgrims, who journeyed from the Old City to the Tomb of
David. The Arabs call Zion Gate the Gate of the Prophet
David (Bab al-Nabi David); however, in the Middle Ages it
was called the Gate to the Jewish Quarter. By tradition, the
stone that was used to seal the tomb of Jesus is buried be-
side Zion Gate.

The ancient city in Jerusalem shook with the intense barrage of
modern weaponry. This picture of the Zion Gate shows the exten-
sive damage caused by the Six-Day War.

It was from Jaffa Gate that the caravans used to leave for
the sea coast and the city of Jaffa (Joppa). The Arabs call
this gate Bab Al-Halil or Hebron Gate, because the road
that issues from it leads to Hebron. An Arabic inscription
on the gate—referring to Abraham’s city of Hebron—reads:
“There is no God but Allah, and Abraham is his favorite.”
Also, Jaffa Gate is known as the traditional gate used for
the entry of strangers. There was a time when Christian
pilgrims were forbidden to enter into the Old City by any
gate except through the Jaffa Gate. In the mid-nineteenth
century, Jaffa Gate was the only gate which was not locked
from dusk to sunrise—because of the growing populace
outside the walls, the age honored custom and practice of
locking the city’s gates were abandoned. Today, it is the
most used entrance into the Old City.

The New Gate, built in 1889, is the youngest gate. It is
believed to be the highest of all gates: about 790 ft. above
sea level. It was built to provide direct and effective com-
munications between monasteries inside and outside the
wall. At first, it was named the Sultan’s Gate after the
Turkish Sultan Abdul Hamid. Later its name was changed
to New Gate. During the War of Independence, in 1948,
heavy fighting took place here. After a cease-fire was
achieved, the Jordanians bricked it up. It was opened to
traffic after the city became re-united in the Six Day War of

1967. During this war, after Jewish soldiers had once again
(continued on page 24)
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Medicine That Sticks to the Point

Ever since the first antibiotics were discovered,
doctors have faced a dilemma: to treat an ailment in a
single limb or organ, they must dose the entire body —
and large doses often cause uncomfortable side effects.

Now, researchers at Israel’s Tel Aviv University have
isolated a new antibiotic that sticks directly to body
tissues, eliminating the need for ferrying medication
through the bloodsteam.

The new antibiotic, known as T4, was discovered by
Prof. Eugene Rosenberg and his team at the Tel Aviv
University. When they first tested T4 by injecting it into
laboratory animals, the new drug had little effect. Then,
they discovered the reason why: the new compound
defied the norms of other antibiotic drugs, sticking
directly to the point where the needle entered the body
— the point at which it first makes contact with body
tissue.

The Tel Aviv team quicky seized on their discovery’s
unique properties, and began developing an antibiotic
cream to be applied directly to the source of the
infection. One of the first areas they investigated was
human disease. As many as 85 percent of all adults
suffer some form of gum inflammation, with many
older people even losing their teeth because their gums
can no longer support them. The conventional treat-
ment for this is mechanical cleaning — and while this

works, it’s an uncomfortable and often painful
treatment.
TA says Dr. Mazal Varon, a research associate

specializing in microbiology at the Tel Aviv University,
can achieve the same results without the discomfort. “In
our first test, gingivitis sufferers volunteered to have
small amounts of ‘“TA’ smeared on their gums and dried
with a standard dental air stream.” she says. “After two
days, their gums were less swollen and less red. After a
series of four treatments applied at two-day intervals, all
volunteers were free of gingivitis for at least a month.

Buoyed by this success, Prof. Rosenberg turned to
Israel’s Health Ministry and the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA), and TA is now being stringently
tested to meet the safety and effectiveness requirements
of both these bodies.

The researchers have a long list of potential applica-
tions for their new sticky antibiotic, once itis approved.
In addition to treating gum disease, they see it being
used in eye infections, bladder inflammations and burns
— and with doctors and dentists around the world
expressing interest in 7.4, new ideas come in every day.

For the time being, however, testing continues on
gums, where pain and risk are relatively low. One great
advantage to emerge from testing is that the amount of
TA needed to banish infection is a twenty-thousandth

2 Good Health Department

that of standard antibiotics. This dramatic drop in
dosage not only makes unnecessary the vitamin supple-
ments that many patients need during antibiotic treat-
ment, but more importantly, it reduces harmful or
annoying side effects, such as vomiting, headaches and
diarrhea, and minimizes damage to healthy bacteria in
the body.

Since the team’s clinical experiments were first pub-
licized in the professional literature last year, the Tel
Aviv University’s telephone hasn’t stopped ringing.
Doctors and dentists call to be included in testing and to
suggest applications. Patients volunteer to take part.

It may be several years before T4 is fully tested and
reaches pharmacies around the world, but when it does,
its developers expect nothing short of a revolutionin the
treatment of localized infections.

Towards An Insulin Pill

The end of an era may be in sight for tens of
thousands of diabetics who take their daily insulin by
injection. A team of researchers at the Hebrew
University-Hadassah Medical Center in Jerusalem has
recently been granted U.S. and Israeli patents for an
insulin pill that has emerged out of a decade of research.

Insulin, the hormone that regulates glucose in the
body, is a life-saver for diabetics. But its replacement by
daily injections is not enough: introducing insulin in
surges rather than keeping it at a constant level can
result in a variety of health problems from blindness to
cardiovascular disease.

The development of an insulin pill, however has been
held up by two major problems: the tough intestinal
lining, which the insulin has difficulty penetrating; and
powerful digestive enzymes which break down the
insulin before it reaches the blood stream and cause it to
lose its biological effect.

The Hadassah research team, led by Prof. Hanoch
Bar-On, is overcoming these problems, firstly, by
mixing insulin with bile salts and soybean extract to
help it through the intestinal walls; and secondly, by
wrapping each tiny particle of the mixture in an enteric
coating to protect it from the intestinal enzymes.

There is still more work to be done before the pill goes
on the market — but a future in which diabetics can
throw away their syringes may be in sight.

Contact:

Prof. Hanoch Bar-On,

Head, Diabetes Clinical & Research Unit,
Department of Internal Medicine,

Hebrew University-Hadassah Medical Ccntcr
P.O. Box 12000, Jerusalem.

Tel: 02-427427.
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Extracts From Readers’ Letters

POLAND
Dear Gordon Fauth,

Greetings from Poland.

Thank you very much for the April issue of the "Reporter”.

I suppose you have already heard about the economic
situation and the beginnings of unemployment in Poland.
Some Poles are out of work (I am one of them since three
months). Daily earnings in Poland are so low in relation to
prices, that it is not worth while to work in our country at all.
This is the reason why so many people leave Poland in search
of well-paid work. | would like to dedicate myself to the
preaching of the Gospel this summer in Poland. I would not
have enough time for it if I had a full-time job. Since living in
my country is not cheap, I would like to find a job (even
seasonal work) abroad in order to earn money for food and
clothing.

I'am looking forward to hearing from you before long.

Yours in His service,

M.D.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

For more than 10 years [ didn’t receive your bulletin Judah.
But now we have a very democratic government. Please, if it’s
possible send me a new Judah regularly.

Thank you very much.

JK.

JAMAICA
Dear Elder Fauth,

Christian greetings to you and all the brethren in Jerusalem.

Thanks for your letters which came safely. Praise God for
the work that has been going on. We keep praying for you that
God will protect you all from the traps that the devil is setting
for all those who will believe in God. It gives me great
pleasure to share your letters with my brethren, and also to
those who are not of the faith, so they can see what God is
doing for His children.

MM.

BURMA
Shalom,

May these few lines find you well. I am working hard for
teaching service among my own people. Day by day I am
invited to preach the true salvation of God. Some believers are
very eager to get Bible calendars from Israel. Also, they would
like to read ""The Mount Zion Reporter” regularly. We are praying
for you and ask again that you pray for us here.

Your brother in His service,
L.B.

CANADA
Dear Brother in the Lord, Fauth,

Thank you indeed for the Reporter and the Israel Bible
Calendar. 1t is good to receive these blessings from the Holy
Land.

The news in your letters, as well as that contained in the
Reporter, keeps the readers up to date with first-hand news that
is not distorted by the media press.

It would be good to hear that a stable government could be
seated in the Knesset. Maybe one day it will come. However
our sights must be set on the return of the Lord.

This part of Canada — the Prairies — is in dire need of rain.
The drought has been going on for about 9-10 years and is now
causing hardship for the farmers. I pray our government would
become truly aware of the need in so many regions. How good
it would be to have some Christian politicians to make a stand.

I trust all is well with the Reporter staff and your family.

Sincerely in Christian Love,
ED.

JERSEY, CHANNEL ISLANDS,
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Fauth,

Thank you for your recent letter, magazine and calendar.

You are quite right about not hearing from me for a long
time. [ am taking this opportunity of writing to you now, to put
you in the picture regarding why.

In 1986 it was discovered that | had a condition of
dangerously high blood pressure, and from 1986 and perhaps
during, I've had several mini-strokes.

I've had to give up my trade as a signwriter since all this has
come about.

My blood pressure has now been brought under control and
that theoretically should ensure that | won’t have any more
strokes. But | am trusting in God daily to bring me through
each day, close to Him and His Son Jesus Christ who will soon
be here to rule this sick planet with perfect government,

I realize in today’s (Satan’s) unstable system the economy of
all nations are soon going to collapse. But Jesus has promised
His Gospel SHALL be preached in all the world as a witness,
then shall the end come. So we can be sure His Will shall be
done. It is His promise, and on that we can rely explicitly.

Cheerio for now, with my very best wishes for success to
you and your staff and dedicated members in Israel, from me in
Jersey, C.I

Yours sincerely,
B.B.

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDBDDDDDUDUDDDDDUDDOEDDDD

LIFT UP YOUR HANDS!

“Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless
the Lord. The Lord that made heaven and earth
BLESS THEE OUT OF ZION.” — Psalms 134:2, 3.
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The Battle for Jerusalem

by Jim Gerrish

“Behold, 1 will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto
all the people round about . . . And in that day will I make
Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that
burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all
the people of the earth be gathered together against it.”
(Zech. 122, 3).

It cannot be denied that Jerusalem is now coming into
focus as the real problem in the Middle East. Each week,
governments and world leaders are taking stands for or
against this city. There is a battle raging over Jerusalem—and
whether we know it or not, each of us is deeply involved
in its outcome. Recently, Saddam Hussein, the President
of Iraq, and Yasser Arafat, leader of the PLO, met
together. At the meeting, Arafat declared to Hussein, “We
will enter Jerusalem victorious and will raise our flag on
its walls. You will enter with me, riding on your white
stallion. ” As Christians, this bold statement should greatly
alarm us—for the Scriptures say that the Messiah will ride
victoriously into Jerusalem on a white stallion. (Rev. 19:
11-16). Such a statement discloses clearly the satanic
motives behind these men and their movements, as well as
the worldwide opposition against this city.

What is there about Jerusalem that sends all these sur-
rounding nations reeling? Why is this city such a burden-
some stone for all the nations on earth? This is a tiny city
of less than half a million people. Very close to Jerusalem
is the city of Cairo with a population of over twelve million
people. How can this tiny city constantly upstage Cairo, as
well as all the other great cities of the earth, on the nightly
newscast? There must be more to Jerusalem than meets the
eye. Let us consider some things about this city and about
the worldwide battle now raging over her.

God Has Chosen Jerusalem

It may seem strange to consider at first, but the King of
the Universe has actually chosen Jerusalem as His earthly
headquarters. He has not chosen New York, London, or
Hong Kong. The choice of Jerusalem is an eternal choice
which has nothing to do with the condition of the city, or
the particular era in history. There are many Scriptures
which make this choice abundantly clear. God says of
Jerusalem in Psalm 132:14, “This is my rest for ever: here
will I dwell; for I have desired it.”

Many other passages make it clear that God actually
dwells in Jerusalem, and that His throne is in her. Among
these Scriptures are Psalm 9:11, Psalm 135:21, and
Jeremiah 3:17. God says of Jerusalem, “Behold, I have
graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are
continually before me. ” (Isaiah 49:16). He also says, “lam
Jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy.
And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at
ease . . ..” (Zech. 1:14, 15).

L

King Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream — Gentile Times

Jerusalem — God’s Base of World Redemption

It also becomes clear in the Scriptures that Jerusalem is
the base of God’s redemptive activity on earth. In Psalm
87:1 we read that “His foundation is in the holy moun-
tains.” The Psalmist asks us, “If the Joundations be de-
stroyed, what can the righteous do?” (Psalm 11 :3). After
all, as Christians, everything we hold dear has come
directly from Jerusalem. Jerusalem is literally “the joy of
the whole earth” (Psalm 48:2), and certainly it is our joy.
The Psalmist also states that all our springs are found in
her. (Psalm 87:7).

From Jerusalem we have received our Bible, our
Messiah, and our redemption. It was from Jerusalem that
the Gospel went out to the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8). The
Scripture makes it clear that God is not finished with
Jerusalem. Someday, the Messiah will reign in this city
(Psalm 2:6), the Word of the Lord" will flow from
Jerusalem to the ends of the earth (Isaiah 2:3), and all
nations shall come to Jerusalem to worship the Lord.
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(Isaiah 2:3). The day is coming when all the Gentiles shall
see the righteousness of Jerusalem—and all the kings of the
earth will see her glory. (Isaiah 62:2).

Jerusalem, God’s Place of Judgment

The Scriptures assure us that someday the kings of the
earth will be gathered in the Valley of Jehoshaphat
(literally—God judges) where God will plead with them
and judge them, because of the evil they have done against
His People, His Land, and His City. (Joel 3:2). Scholars
have traditionally associated this site with the valley
around Jerusalem.

There is a real sense in which Jerusalem is even now
becoming a judgment upon kings, nations, and people. As
the prophet laments, there are already “multitudes in the
valley of decision. ” (Joel 3:14). There is something about
Jerusalem which brings all dominion into question. In
Psalm 48:4-6, we read of the disturbing affect Jerusalem
has had on powerful rulers: “the kings were assembled,
they passed by together. They saw it, and so they mar-
velled; they were troubled, and hasted away. Fear took
hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail.”
We might ask, why these kings were so upset.

Over 2,500 years ago, the world entered into what has
come to be known as the Gentile Age. This came about
when the God-ordained, sovereign government of Israel
was ended by the Babylonians. The sovereign State of
Israel was not resumed until this century. The Prophet
Daniel saw this Gentile age in his visions as an image of
aman. Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylonian kingdom were
depicted by the head of gold. Then there was the Media-
Persia Empire, which was the chest and arms of silver.
Next, there was Greece, represented by the belly and
thighs of brass. And finally, Rome was pictured as the legs
of iron, with feet and toes of iron and clay. (Daniel 2:31-
45).

We note in Daniel’s vision that these world govern-
ments collapsed simultaneously. However, until their final
collapse, the insidious principles of all these governmental
systems continue to operate in our world. Some of these
principles are ‘knowledge without God’, as represented by
the Greeks, and ‘power without God’, as represented by
the Romans. In Daniel’s vision, these governmental Sys-
tems ended suddenly because of a stone that crashed into
the image—that stone is the Messiah with His government
from Jerusalem. (Daniel 2:34, 44). This is why the kings
of the earth were so nervous about Jerusalem.

The rise of Jerusalem not only threatens all govern-
ments and dominions, but also offers a grave threat to all
false philosophies. Malcom Hedding, in his excellent
book, Understanding Israel, states that the rise of Jerusa-
lem shatters the popular myth that God is dead. The rise of
Israel, against all opposition, and the re-establishment of
Jerusalem, simply has to be the work of a living God.
Hedding also points out that Jerusalem’s rise is a judgment
on everything false within Christianity. It challenges all
false theologies, like ‘Christian’ anti-Semitism, and par-
ticularly the new ‘Dominion or Replacement Theology’,
which has become so popular. It is also a threat to
philosophies and theologies of lawlessness, for in a resur-

rected Jerusalem, we simply must face the idea of God’s
Law and God’s judgment. Armed with this understanding,
we can begin to see why Jerusalem incites rage and
madness in those who are determined to go against God’s
plans for Jerusalem.

Hedding also points out that Jerusalem is a judgment on
all false religions and especially upon the false religion of
Islam. Islam was built upon the principle that God is
finished with both Judaism and Christianity. Islam, whose
name means ‘subjection’, feels that these two religions
must be made subject at all times. Hedding says, “A
thriving victorious Jewish state therefore challenges the
JSoundation upon which Islam stands. ” For this reason, the
Muslims must wage an eternal holy war or jihad against
Israel and Jerusalem.

In short, as Hedding puts it, “Israel is a foreign body;
she is unwanted in our world.”

Pray for Jerusalem

We can now see more reasons why God is so insistent
that we pray for the peace of Jerusalem (Psalm 122 :6), and
that we literally give Him no rest until He establishes this
city and makes it a praise in the earth. (Isaiah 62:7). When
we pray for Jerusalem we are really praying for our own
welfare, for that of our children, and for that of the whole
Church. As we become participants in this heavenly battle,
which has been raging since the divine choice of Jerusalem
was announced ages ago, we are truly ‘laborers together
with God’. For those who pray for Jerusalem, rejoice with
her, weep with her, and love her, God promises that they
will someday, “. . . be satisfied with the breasts of her
consolations . . . and be delighted with the abundance of
her glory.” (Isaiah 66:11).
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CONTRAST

Doubt cries, "It is impossible,
You can't, vou can’t go on!”’
Faith softly whispers, “Yes, you can,
Just trust in God. Be calm.”

Doubt cries, “Look down! Your path is steep
And rough with stones and briar!"’

Faith gently says, “I'll take yvour hand.
1t’s beautiful up higher.”

Doubt has not one thing to give,
but going back alone.

Faith has God, eternal life,
And heirship to the throne!

And so, on unseen angel’s wings,
These feet of clay are borne!

While faith within me sings and sings,
We rise above the storm.

— Alice Haucnhe Mortenson
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BEAUTY AND THE EAST

After visiting the “perfumes and Cosmetics in the Ancie:

by Hva Carmel

conclude thatwomen in ancient times were just as beauty conscious as theyare today.
One thousand items, from a gigantic one and one-half ton alabast
and tweezers, hairpins and combs, are on display

nt World” exhibition at the Israel Museum in J erusalem, one can

er bath from Herod’s time, to ancient perfume bottles
— all strikingly similar to their modern counterparts.

Awooden lice comb from the Roman period, hairpins, tweezers and other accessories for the care of hair and
beard, from the “Perfumes and Cosmetics in the Ancient World” exhibition at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem.

(WZPS) A 2,000 year old
pottery flask was recently found
wrapped in palm leaves in a
Judean Desert cave—it con-
tained a thick, musty liquid.
Could this be balsam oil, the
major ingredient of ancient per-
fumes? (Balsam oil was often
used by Cleopatra.)

This flask and its contents
inspired curator Michhal Dayagi-
Mendels to assemble a thousand-
piece exhibition called “Per-
fumes and Cosmetics of the An-
cient World.” This collection is
on display at the Israel Museum
in Jerusalem. The period repre-

WZPS photo courtesy the Israel Museum

sented is from 3,000 BCE to 500
CE, and most of the articles on
display are from the Israel
Department of  Antiquities.
What makes the show so univer-
sally appealing is the fact that the
objects were not chosen for their
beauty —furthermore, they are
not arranged by culture or by
chronological ~ order —instead,
these everyday toiletries are
grouped according to function.

MAKING BATHING
A DELIGHT

The fastidious ancient Egyp-
tians bathed at least once daily.

Therefore, to keep their skin
from drying out, they anointed
their bodies with fragrant oils,
which were kept in marble, stone,
or alabaster pots.

Going to the public bath and
sauna was a social occasion for
the Romans. Men would spend
many hours there bathing, exer-
cising, and having their bodies
massaged with various ointments.
Emperor Nero’s wife bathed
daily in perfumed asses’ milk;
however, other pampered
Roman women made do with
creams and unguents applied
after bathing.
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another. One striking pottery
figurine, from the second century
BCE, shows a woman having her
hair combed by a maidservant.
Upon close inspection, one can
see the pleasurable grin on the
woman’s face, and the furrowed
brow on that of the servant’s.

PERFUME

Perfumes were a luxury
product in ancient times and
therefore worth more than their
weight in gold. The oil-based
fragrances were scented with in-
digenous plant matter, or exotic
resins such as frankincense and
myrrh. These fragrances were
brought by camel caravan from
Southern Arabia and Somalia.
Furthermore, the invention of
brown glass in the first century
BCE led to the manufacture of
an assortment of delicate glass
perfume bottles.

The biggest mystery is balsam.
The Hebrew word "bossem’ (per-
fume) comes from the word bal-
sam. Balsam is a seductive scent
derived from the sap of the bal-
sam tree. Balsam was a very pre-
cious scent It was valued so much
that an inscription on a mosaic
synagogue floor (on display at the
exhibition) puts a curse on
anyone who dares to reveal the
secrets of its production. During
the Roman era, all the balsam
trees near Ein Gedi were
uprooted to prevent them from
falling into Roman hands.

Visiting the Israel Mus
eum’s “Perfumes and Cosmetics”
exhibition is rather like taking a
stroll through a bygone boutique
— “If only I could afford that
faience box of skim cream, that
sleek alabastron of body lotion,
or an ounce of balsam oil....”







































