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Archaeology Alive!

by Jean Dill, Julia Rawson, Dianna Hassler

BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY is an exciting and vital
field which brings alive the ancient past. Artifacts from ex-
cavations are providing irrefutable proof of the authentic-
ity of Biblical history. By unveiling hidden treasures we
can envision the past. When we view a historical object,
we unlock the imagination. In other words, a visual
message of Biblical life and customs can be formed by
beholding evidence from ancient times.

Ancient records, such as the Dead Sea Scrolls and other
archaeological discoveries, further the knowledge of
humanity. These findings support the Bible—they have
helped to prove that the Hebrew patriarchs were not just
mere legendary figures.

Recently, we discovered the Biblical Resource Pilgrim
Center at Tantur. This center is located on a restored
Roman Byzantine Biblical site. The center displays ar-
chaeological reconstructions in this old Byzantine setting.
We found these artifacts extremely interesting. Therefore,
we will try to present these ancient reconstructions as an
illustrated walk through the coming pages.

ANCIENT MEANS AND METHODS

To quarry a stone, the stonecutter would dig channels
around all sides of the stone except the bottom. The
channels were usually four to six inches wide and were dug
with a pickaxe. Then, in two of the grooves—at right
angles—the stonecutter would insert dry wooden beams.
After hammering the wooden beams in tightly, he would
pour water over them. As a result, the beams would swell,
and the pressure would cause the stone to separate from the
bedrock. (See title illustration).

The stones were then prepared for transportation. Spe-
cial techniques were developed to haul the huge stones on
large wooden rollers. When shaping the stones, the masons
would leave 12-inch long projections on opposite sides of
each stone—these would later be removed. Ropes were
placed around these projections; then, cranes would lift the
stones and lower them onto wooden rollers. After this,
oxen would pull the stones—one at a time—over rolling
logs. Each 10g left behind would be moved around to the
front and then used again. (See title illustration).
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This rock quarry is from the byzantine Period. The mountains
of Jerusalem are composed of such stone.

It is interesting to note that stones were also used in
ancient times in the making of: (1) tablets (Exodus 24 12:
Joshua 8:32); (2) knives for circumeision (Exodus 4:25;
Joshua 5:2,3); (3) ammunition for slings and catapults (I
Samuel 17:40,49; 1I Chron. 26:14); (4) memorials: each
tribe of Israel took a stone from the River Jordan to place
in Gilgal. (Joshua 4:1-24).

The Lord also gave spiritual applications for rocks:
“And did all drink the same spiritual drink: Sfor they drank
ofthat spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was
Christ.” (I Cor. 10:4). “The Lord is my Rock. ” (Psalm 18:2;
Deut. 32:4).

The picture shows a walled sheepfold, cave, and a
watchtower. Looking carefully, you can see the briers on
the top of the walls which serve as an added protection.
These briers were a major enemy to the fox and other
animals that would attempt to go over the wall after the
sheep. During the Bible days, we know there were wolves
and foxes as well as lions and bears in abundance. When
David was a servant keeping his father’s sheep, he said,
“there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the
flock: and I went out after him, and smote him, and
delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose against
me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew
him.” (I Samuel 17:34,35).

Though the high rock wall helped to prevent the larger
animals from entering, the best protection was the shep-
herd who would sleep in the door of the sheepfold. This
system is still used in Mediterranean countries today. If

you would ask the shepherd, “Where is the door?” He
would reply, “I am the door to this sheepfold. ” The Lord
spoke, “/ am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth
his life for the sheep.” (John 10:11).

Some shepherds give names to their sheep. Every sheep
recognizes his own name and comes when called. Often
several flocks mingle while grazing in the fields in great
masses. When the shepherds would separate, they would
call unto their sheep. Each sheep recognizing their own
master’s voice would strike out in the direction of their
leader. John the Apostle wrote, “And when he putteth forth
his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow
him. for they know his voice. And a stranger will they not
Jollow, but will flee from him. “ (John 10:4,5).
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This watchtower was also built upon the Byzantine
ruins. Strong walls and gates would not, by themselves, be
a security from the enemy; therefore, men were placed on
the top of the walls as watchmen. The height of the
structures would enable them to look in any direction. The
watchtower was not only used to guard the sheep but also
to guard the vineyard—during the vintage season,
vinedressers would live in the vineyard watchtower to
guard the grapes.

Jesus spoke of the watchtower in the parable of the
‘Householder’: “There was a certain householder, which
planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged
a winepress in it, and built a tower.” (Matt. 21:33).

Even as the watchmen were to watch—we were given a
personal command to ‘watch and be ready’ for the Bride-
groom. Jesus declared, “Watch therefore, for ye know
neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man
cometh.” (Mart. 25:13). g
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This is a reconstruction of a threshing floor. Though it
was a part of the ancient process of harvesting, it is still
used in many countries today. The threshing floor is a
circular piece of ground about fifty to one hundred feet in
diameter. It is usually located on elevated ground in the
open air. The surface is made smooth, hard, and clean, to
facilitate the processing of grains. Once a threshing floor
was founded it became a permanent and well known place.

There are two major feasts in the Bible that are connected
with threshing floors: (1) The Feast of Unleavened Bread
(Lev. 23:6-14); (2) The wheat harvest, also known as The
Feast of Weeks or Pentecost (Shavout) (Lev. 23:16,; Acts
2:1).

In Biblical times, the grain was cut with a sickle (Deut.
16:9), or pulled up with the roots. After the grain was cut,
it was gathered in the arms (Psalm 129:7), bound in
sheaves, and layed in heaps (Ruth 3:7). After this was
done, the grain was ready for threshing.

Ancient threshing was done by spreading sheaves of
grain on the floor and driving oxen or donkeys over the
grain; this was done to tread out the kernels. Usually, a
crude wooden sled—Iladen with a person or heavy stones—was
pulled behind the animals to complete the process, by
cutting up the stalks.

This is an ancient threshing sled, which is believed to be over
200 years old. Note the sharp rocks that are imbedded in the
holes—these rocks cut up the stalks and helped to separate the
grain.

After threshing, winnowing was usually done with a
three pronged fork: a pitchfork (I Samuel 13:21). This was
usually done in the evening when there was a breeze. (Ruth
3:2; Jer. 4:11; Hosea 13:3). The mass of chaff, straw, and
grain, was thrown against the wind to blow it from the
threshing floor. The chaff and stubble was later burned.
(Isaiah 5:24). In the last step of the process, the grain was
separated from the impurities by shaking it in a sieve.
(Amos 9:9).

These ancient harvesting processes were used in many

parables to show the resemblance between a spiritual and
an earthly comparison—bringing forth a heavenly mean-
ing. The three-pronged fork used in winnowing was a
symbol of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: as the three
pronged fork purges the dross from the grain, likewise the
Spirit of the Lord purges the sin from our hearts and our
lives. John the Baptist spoke about ‘the wheat and the chaff’
in a parable about Christ. In this parable, John declared,
“He that cometh after me is mightier than I... He will thor-
oughly purge His floor, and gather His wheat into the
garner; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable
fire.” (Marr 3:11,12). Jesus spoke unto Peter, “Simon,
Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may
sift you as wheat. ” Jesus knew that if Simon’s faith failed,
he would not have the strength nor the power to believe and
trust in the salvation of the Lord. Therefore, Jesus prayed
that Simon’s “...faith fail not.” (Luke 22:31,32).

(Note: David purchased the threshing floor on Mt.
Moriah from Araunah, the Jebusite—also written as Ornan
in I Chron. 21:15. This was a very special mount unto the
Lord: here, Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice unto the
Lord; here, David built an altar to the Lord after the Lord
stayed the hand of the death angel; and it was here the Holy
Temple was built.)
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Tents were among the very early naoitations of man. Jabal was
the seventh generation after Adam and, “he was the father of
such as dwell in tents.” (Gen. 4:20). The patriarchs of the
Israelites dwelt in tents as pilgrims in the land of Canaan. They
did not live in houses until after their return from Egypt. Balaam,
impressed with the beauty of such a scene when he beheld the
vast encampment of the Israelites spoke, “How goodly are thy
tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Israel!” (Num. 24:5).

This tent is woven of goat’s hair (cicilium). Goat’s hair
is suitable for the climate of Israel. When it rains, the goat’s
hair expands, swells and becomes waterproof, and thus
protects the inhabitants of the tent. When the weather is hot
and the sun beats upon it, the weave opens and allows the
breeze to pass through the tent. Rocks and brush around the
bottom of the tent prevents the goat’s hair from rotting.

Before the process of weaving was known, tents were
made of skins. Tents were usually made in two sections:
a women’s side that was also used for storage and cooking
equipment, and a men’s side which was also used for
receiving guests.

Tents were usually erected with the long side—or the
opening side—eastward. This was done to offer protection
from the westward winds and to allow in morning warmth
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from the sun. Could there be a symbolic meaning to why
the opening of the tent always faced east? The direction
east has always held a holy and significant meaning unto
the Lord. For instance, when Adam and Eve were driven
out of the Garden of Eden, “He placed at the east of the
garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which
turned every way. ” (Gen. 3:24). Ezekiel called the gate that
the Lord brought him to, “the gate that looketh toward the
east.” (Ezek. 43:1). He also wrote, “And, behold, the glory
of the God of Israel came from the way of the east. ” (Ezek.
43:2). The Temple’s altar—built to glorify the Lord—was
to look toward the east also. (Ezek. 43:17). Furthermore,
in the New Testament, the wise men came to worship Jesus
because they had seen His star in the east. (Matt. 2:1-2).
However, most importantly, Jesus spoke, “For as the
lightening cometh out of the east. .. so shall also the coming
of the Son of Man be.” (Mart. 24.:27).

Each vineyard had a wine press, because it was neces-
sary to keep from damaging the grapes through handling
and moving. (Isaiah 5:2). The two vats shown in the picture
are stone-lined basins with carved floors. Pressing, in
these vats, is done by holding onto the rope while stomping
upon the grapes. The juice would run down the channels
to the collection vat. (If you look carefully at the picture
you can see the channels.) The juice would be dipped out,
filtered through a linen cloth, then put into storage jars or
wineskins.

Vintage began in September and was a time of festivity—in
which thanksgiving and prayer was offered unto God for
the fruit of the vine. As the grape gatherers would pick the
grapes, and place them into baskets, there would be great
shouts of joy. (Isaiah 16:10; Judges 9:27). During this
time, the villages were deserted because the people lived
in tents at the vineyards.

Wine was, of course, the main product made from
grapes, and most of the wine mentioned in the Bible was
‘sweet wine’. Some of the juice was boiled down to a
syrup—becoming a grape honey (Devosh). This practice is
still in existence today. Wine is first mentioned in Genesis
when Noah, “planted a vineyard: and he drank of the wine”
(Yayin) (Gen. 9:20,21). Under the Mosaic Law, wine was
the usual drink-offering that accompanied the daily sacri-
fice (Exodus 29:40), the presentation of the first fruits
(Lev. 23:13), and other offerings. (Num. 15:5). Tithes
were paid of wine, even as it was a requirement to tithe of
all other crops that were harvested.
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Though it is not known exactly how old this well is, we
do know that it was on the ancient road from Jerusalem to
Bethlehem. Those making a pilgrimage would stop for
water for themselves and their animals. Also, women
would come early in the morning from the surrounding
areas—they would bring animals to pack water back to
their dwelling places.

A stone was placed upon the mouth of the well to protect
the water from impurities and shifting sands. Without such
protection the well would soon be polluted. (Gen. 29:2).
Unlike a cistern, a well has a source of fresh water coming
from streams and underground springs.

Wells in Biblical times were usually very deep. To draw
water from such a depth, a rope was fastened to a leathern
bucket, a waterskin, or an earthen jar—as indicated in the
picture. Either of these could be let down by merely sliding
the rope over the stone brim of the well, or by a pulley. It
is not uncommon to find the well-brims with deep furrows,
worn by the friction of the ropes. Because of the depth of
these wells, it is easy to understand why the Samaritan
woman, at Jacob’s Well, said to Jesus, "thou hast nothing
to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast
thou that living water?” Jesus answered, "whosoever
drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst,
but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of
water springing up into everlasting life. " (John 4.:11,14).
Solomon wrote, "The words of a man’s mouth are as deep
waters, and the wellspring of wisdom as a flowing brook. "
(Prov. 18:4). Isaiah declared, "Therefore with joy shall ye
draw water out of the wells of salvation.” (Isaiah 12:3).
The wisdom of these few verses is obviously very impor-
tant: the subject of the well is very deep—but the depth of
the soul is eternal.
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The Greek word for manger means ‘from which cattle
were fed’. The manger in which the infant Jesus is
traditionally shown is not correctly portrayed. Mangers of
the East are quite different from those of the West today.
Notice the manger shown in the picture was hewn out of
a rock. Wood was very scarce in Biblical days, as trees
were used as a source to obtain fruit. “And she brought
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped Him in swaddling
clothes, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn.” (Luke 2:7).

[ R

This picture shows a cistern that dates back to 500 A.D.
It contains three major sections: (I) An aqueduct that
collects surface runoff water. (2) A plaster-lined settling
basin that allows the dirt to settle—there are two waterfalls
leading to this basin. (3) An open air reservoir—for easy
access.

Cisterns were usually dug out of the earth or rocks. In
the rainy season, the water was collected in the cisterns and
stored. The absence of rain during the months of May to
November makes it necessary to collect and preserve the
water, which falls during the remainder of the year.

It is interesting to note that Joseph was cast into an empty
cistern by his brothers. “And they took him, and cast him
into a pit: and the pit was empty, there was no water init.”
(Gen. 37:24).

However, Jeremiah was cast into a dungeon, which was
an abandoned cistern. (Jer. 38:6). Abandoned cisterns
were often used as prisons or dungeons, which sometimes
contained mire. (Mud would usually accumulate at the
bottom. Anyone falling therein would likely perish unless
the Lord would provide a way of escape.)

A parallel is drawn between a broken cistern and a
person that has abandoned the Lord. As a crack or a leak
is to a cistern, so is it to the soul of anyone who would
permit salvation, living waters, to leak from their lives.
Jeremiah wrote, “For my people have committed two evils;
they have forsaken me the fountains of living waters, and
hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no
water.” (Jer. 2:13).

This olive press is known as a ‘beam press’. Olives were
picked either by hand or by shaking the fruit off the tree
with a stick. (Deut. 24:20). The extraction of the oil came
from bruising in a mortar, crushing the berries in a press,
or grinding in a mill. After this was done, the crushed
olives were put in porous sacks or baskets and placed under
a pivoted wooden beam. The oil then seeped out into a vat,
which was at ground level.

A beam press consists of a long pole with rock weights.
The first stone placed on the beam presses out the first
batch of 0il, which is of the finest quality. Each stone added
after this yields a lower grade of oil from the olive pulp.
The finest oil—the first pressing—is dedicated to the Lord
for Temple use and ceremonial purposes. The best oil was
also used for anointing.

Gethsemane means ‘oil press’; it is derived from the He-
brew words, Gat, meaning ‘press’, and Shemen, meaning
‘oil’. It was quite significant that Jesus prayed in the garden
among many olive trees, on The Mount of Olives. In this
garden, He was pressed with the sins of the world: “And
being in an agony He prayed more earnestly: and His sweat
was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the
ground.” (Luke 22:44).

“Sha’'alu Shalom Yerushalayim!” (Pray for the peace of
Jerusalem.)

— Jean Dill, Julia Rawson, Dianna Hassler.



by Naomi Fauth

Shalom,

Spring is in the air. Increased hope and courage always
seem to go hand in hand with springtime. My grandson,
Baby James, and | are in the Baka garden. Many little
feathered friends around us seem to join us in the
wonderment of renewed life everywhere. They seem
busy in proclamation of their creator with beautiful
variety of songs.

Little children are playing in the fig trees that grow in
the large vacant field just over the fence from where we
are resting. They are speaking English, and appear to be
one family. On some days there are groups of little
kindergarten children playing in this field outside our
garden. The children in some of the groups look almost
like toddlers.

The fig trees that the children are playing in look
similar to the big fig tree in our garden. When Brother
Shumaker, a friend of ours, was here, he always pruned
the trees in the ficld at the same time that he pruned my
father’s fig tree. The trees were young then, and he
pruned them in a particular way so they would grow low
branches instead of tall branches. The trees are easy for
even small children to climb.

Brother Shumaker also grafted branches into the
original stocks of the fig trees. At that time there was an
old fig tree growing near Reuben Street that bore
superior fruit. He took branches from this tree for
grafting. Providing there is enough water, the figs grow
extra large and sweet.

One afternoon this week we went to the country near
Ein Kerim. (Ein Kerim is said to be the birthplace and
one time home of John the Baptist). We took a lunch
and stayed all day in this lovely spot. It is quiet and
peaceful there and we were comfortably warm until the
sun disappeared behind the tall hill toward the west.
Most of the time, | babysat James and picked wild
flowers nearby for pressing. My husband went further
away looking for herbs. Some of the young people and
children played ball after lunch and then hiked up the
hill to some old stone buildings near the top. These ruins
protruded from the steep rocky slopes high above us.

There is a clear spring of water there near the ruins. It is
believed to be one of the places that the early Christians
used for baptising. It has been used for this purpose
until today. The spring comes out of the rocks into a
good sized room that is hidden far back inside the hill. It
then flows on through a water cave. At the outside
entrance of the cave it flows into a deep pool. Before the
larger deep part there is a small space of more shallow
water.

Once, a few years ago, at the insistence of our younger
sons, I also ventured into the cave. Together we waded
upstream. Walking in the dark without candles or
flashlight, of course, makes it more exciting, When we
reached the room at the end of the cave the children lit
candles and placed them on rocks above the water. By
candlelight we could see the room around us and see
where the spring of water comes out of the rocks inside
the hill. This is only one of several water caves in the
Jerusalem area.

It was announced last night on the evening news
broadcast that The Russians are Coming “and there
isn’t one without a musical instrument in his hands, and
if there IS one it is because he plavs the piano” —an
invasion. but no weapons and no war).
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Beginning at the outskirts of Jerusalem, and going
toward the Dead Sea, you can see Bedouin tents and
animals in various places. Their herds are usually mixed
—sheep and goats. Also they usually have a few
donkeys and sometimes camels, horses and dogs. The
Bedouin live a good life. 1 envy their tranquility and
closeness to nature. At times we visit Bedouin friends
on invitation. They speak to us about their life and how
it is changing. They believe that sometime before long
they will have to give up the Bedouin way of life. They
speak about the prophecies and also have good
understanding of them. They read both the Old and
New Testaments and know the Scriptures. They say,
“We must pray for the Word to be fulfilled and we must
pray for the Jews to come from Russia, because it is
God's will and no one can change it.” It is wonderful to
know that the One that sees the heart of man knows
those that are His.

The days of Purim brought to Jerusalem an
intermission from rain. Masquerading people, (liitle
and big), were seen in public: on the buses, in the busy
market places, in the downtown areas and everywhere.
Nearly every imaginable character and animal were

Village of Ein Kerim

among them. At Purim time there are interesting and
special programes for the children in out door places: on
Ben Yehuda Street in the city center and in some of the
parks. Purim is a happy time of celebration. There are
little triangular shaped fruit filled cookies baked just for
Purim. They are called in Hebrew, “Oznae Hamahn™. In
English they are “Hamans Ears™

On the last day of Purim some of us went to the Liberty
Bell Park. We found the park overflowing with
excitement. There were dances and special music, clown
acts, stilts and juggling, a real animal show as well as
‘dog fights’ in the air between minature remote-
controlled planes —all this going on at once, and much
more. One boy clown on very high stilts carried a feather
duster on a long stick. He kept busy dusting people.
Then there are the rowdy ones, (usually always boysata
certain age - our own included). They seem to come
from around every corner having fun with foam spray
attacking each other, stranger with stranger, although
no one in celebration seems like a stranger.

About the middle of the afternoon, on this last day of
Purim, the rains came again. The sudden downpour

(continued on page 10)
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Pllprimas gather for a modern-day Last Swppeor ', cenved n an anclent wannenr.
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The Last Supper
Continues

The oil lamps flicker, casting shadows
on the stone walls of the room. Pilgrims
enter and recline on cushions around the
long, low, marble table, and then prepare
to say the blessing.

The scene is the ‘Last Supper’, not of
ancient times, but a ‘Last Supper’ of today.
The 23 men and women in modern dress
look out of place at this biblical style
gathering. These particular celebrants are
a group of tourist from England, who—
like thousands of other Christians to
date—have come to take part in a unique
reenactment of Jesus’ last meal, held in
Jerusalem.

“We try to give people some insight
into the historical milieu of the ‘Last
Supper’ and re-create the ambience of the
time,” explains Don Pare, a theologian at

By Leora Frucht

Jerusalem’s Biblical Resources Center—
which organizes the event on a regular
basis for visiting groups.

The original ‘Last Supper’ took place
in the Second Temple Period, or Hero-
dian Period, when King Herod governed
Israel—close to 2,000 years ago says Pare.
The occasion was the Passover feast in
which thousands of pilgrims—among them,
Jesus and his 12 twelve disciples-—gathered
in Jerusalem to commemorate the exodus
of the Israelites from Egypt.

Passover, today, is both a celebration
of the resurrection of Christ and a cele-
bration of the Israelites’ flight from Egypt:
a double festival of redemption.

This modern day ‘Last Supper’ is a
condensed version of the Jewish Pass-
over feast as it was probably observed

during the time of the Second Temple.
“We eat this,” says Pare, pointing to
an onion, “in order to remember the bit-
terness the Children of Israel experienced
as slaves in Egypt. In the time of Jesus,
they would have done the same, using
either onions, garlic, or radishes.”
Other foods that were probably eaten
at the ‘Last Supper’, he says, include
roast lamb, a meat and vegetable stew
called ‘sop’, and unleavened bread. Pick-
ing up a piece of the flat rounded bread,
Pare recites the blessing for it, and tears
off a small bit. “In order to show respect
for God’s bounty, we never cut the bread
with a knife,” he explains. Utensils are
not to be found on the table. “This will
serve as your utensil,” he says, pointing
to the unleavened bread. Therefore;, for
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the duration of the meal, the participants
tear bits of the pita-like bread and use
these to scoop up the various dips in
front of them (including the ‘sop’ stew).

Pare does not run through the entire
Passover ceremony—as that would require
four to six hours. However, he covers
the highlights in this hour-and-a-half
abbreviated version, and even manages
to throw in a few tips on Roman dining
etiquette: “If someone asks you to pass
them a dish, the proper response is, ‘you
do me honor’ (presumably by asking a
favor).”

Not all ancient customs are observed at
this get-together. Therefore, traditions such
as anointing the guest with oil or per-
fume and washing the dust off each other’s
feet are abandoned for the evening. Other
than this, there is a strong element of au-
thenticity to the evening, which is under-
scored by the setting.

Pare recalls his organization’s search
for an appropriate site in which to hold
the meal. An ecumenical study center
situated in Tantur (near Jerusalem) in-
vited the Biblical Resources Center to
use its premises. The Center is located on
a lushly-covered hilltop overlooking
Jerusalem on one side, and Bethlehem on
the other.
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“It’s a nice modern complex,” explains
Pare, “and we wondered how we would
find the right kind of spot for the ‘Last
Supper’ meal.”

“We needed a place that could be made
to look like a Roman Byzantine villa.
When we were shown this shepherd’s
hut, which wasn’t being used, we de-
cided that we could probably make it
look enough like a Roman Byzantine villa
to be convincing. Then, in the process of
clearing it out, we discovered it was an
authentic Roman Byzantine villa!”

Inside this villa, are the original stone
walls dating from the Byzantine era (with
some later additions). There is also a
cave that was probably used for storage.
Consequently, these ancient artifacts lend
a very credible atmosphere to ‘the feast’.

Furnishings have also been added to
enhance this biblical atmosphere. The
centerpiece, a long, low, marble, u-shaped
table, was cut according to the dimen-
sions of a genuine table, which was dis-
covered by archaeologists in one of Herod’s
winter palaces.

“This is the type of table that was
widely used during Jesus’ time,” says
Pare. “It’s called a ‘triclineum’ from the
Latin ‘tri’, which means three-sided, and
‘clineum’, which means to recline. People

would stretch out on the cushions—leaning
on their left elbow and eating with their
right hand.”

If this is not quite the way people envi-
sion the ‘Last Supper scene’, it is not sur-
prising. With so many European paint-
ers using their European imaginations to
paint this famous scene, it is easy to see
why people have a somewhat misleading
vision of the ‘Last Supper’.

“With apologies to the great painters
of Europe, the ‘Last Supper’ probably
did not look like this,” says Pare, while
showing his intrigued audience a slide of
the Da Vinci Painting. The long high
table and European-style table clothes show
us more about the customs of Europe
than the customs of Herodian Jerusalem
he says.

Most of the pilgrims who take part in
the meal already have a sense of the occa-
sion’s meaning from the Scriptures.
However, by taking part in ‘the meal’,
they now have the unique opportunity to
celebrate the occasion in an authentic Hero-
dian setting.

As Pare says to this group of pilgrims
gathered on a hilltop overlooking Jerusa-
lem, “The meal is a time to be recon-
ciled; it’s a time to sit in peace and fel-
lowship with each other.”

Life In Israel

(continued from page 8)

caused the ‘Queen Esthers’, the ‘Wicked Hamans’
‘cowboys’, ‘Indians’, and all the ‘strange creatures’ to
disappear. The parks and streets emptied quickly as
they hurried home in the rain.

When in all the history of the Jewish people has it been
more appropriate and comforting to remember the
story of Esther than now, as more and more sanctions
are taken against this tiny new nation? These conditions
of the world in our time are foretold in Biblical
prophecies. It is also foretold (in the book of Esther)
that the Jews will remember and will keep the appointed
days of Purim yearly throughout all their generations,
and that others will remember too and join with them in
celebration. Purim is to be a time of “rurning sorrow to
Jjoy” —a time of “feasting and gladness.”

“The Jews ordained, and took upon them, and upon
their seed, and upon all such as joined themselves unto
them, so as it should not fail, —that these days should be
remembered and kept throughout every generation”.
Esther 9:27,28.

We take this opportunity to say “Thank you™ again to
our many friends and co-workers that stand behind the
Jerusalem work. Trusting that all is well with you at this
time, as it is with us. Shalom —in love and prayer.

Your sister,
Naomi Fauth.

kR Ek kk kKt hk kK

BUILDING OUR HOUSE

Every day were building a structure with our
thoughts, words, and actions. Only with Christ as the
foundation of our daily, hourly lives, is the structure
we're building going to stand.

“He that hath my commandments, and keepeth
them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall
be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will
manifest myself to him.”’

" (fohn 14: 21).

“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more

can ye, except ye abide in me.”’
N e (Fohn 15: 4).

“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you,
and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and
ve shall find rest unto your souls.”’

(Matthew 11: 28, 29).
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Distribution Contribution

If you think you could help us by distributing “The
Mount Zion Reporter™ in your local area, please let us
know. By doing this, you would be contributing a great
deal to the effectiveness of the ‘Jerusalem Work". Here,
in the Land where our Lord lived, died and rose again,
we are facing many new challenges. Any assistance you
are able to provide will be greatly appreciated. Just drop
us a line clearly stating your name and address, and how
many copies for distribution you expect you will need.
Thank you for your continued support.
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Extracts From Readers’ Letters

ROMANIA
Dear brothers in Christ,

We greet you in the Name of Jesus Christ.

Let us first introduce ourselves. We are from a Christian
church in Timisoara, a town in the west side of Romania. We
are Pentecostal but the more important thing is that we are
members of the body of Christ and we recognize Him as our
Head.

We got a number of your Nisan [April] 1990 issues and we
are very interested in it. As you know the church in Romania
was very limited and our possibilities were very few. Now by
God’s grace the church and the whole society has found a new
freedom. We pray that God will give us wisdom to use this gift
for His purposes.

We are going to have a non-profit publication for Christians
in our churches.

We are very interested in the history of Jewish People. We
are paying attention to how the prophecies of the Bible are
becoming true in this hot part of the world. We owe our
Christianity to the Biblical People.

May God bless you,
V.O.

SOUTH AFRICA
Dear brother Gordon Fauth,

You will never know what a blessing your magazine is to
me! | want to thank you most sincerely for sending the
magazine and the newsletters. I read every single word and can
use the articles very fruitfully in my Bible classes. | even
translate articles into Afrikaans in order to make the meaning
more understandable for the Africaans-speaking farm
community.

My Dutch Reformed minister even asked me for notes on
the Feast of Tabernacles, and I found an article in the
December 1989 Reporter which had meant a great deal to me. In
September and October 1971 and 1984, I had the privilege of
visiting Israel where my spiritual eyes were opened.

Our land stands in great need of a revival. The time is getting
short in which to work. We join you there in Jerusalem and
pray: "O Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the yearst” You are
doing a great and needful work for the glory of the Kingdom.

My heart rejoices with you and your family for only in
thanksgiving can the angels watch over you.

Cod bless you!
L.G.

PHILIPPINES
Dear elder Gordon Fauth,

Greetings from the Philippine Islands, in the Name of
Yashua Messiah our Lord and Saviour.

I love Jerusalem, and the work there which leads many
nations to know what is the reality of His true Church. Last
February 24, 1990, 1 was able to reach Davao City and
baptized there four precious souls. This coming March 24,
another 5 or more souls to be baptized, Praise God’s Holy
Name. These people are very interested to know about the
Lord’s work in Jerusalem.

The Philippines now are very much affected by the long
drought which makes some rivers dry, rice and corn fields burn
by the heat of the sun, cattles and goats are dying because of no
grass to eat and no water to drink.

We are good, faithful in Him, but very poor with material

things we need. Pray for us here in the island of the Philippines
especially for the Lord’s work here. We are also praying for the
Peace of Jerusalem. We are expecting the rain to come in the
next few months.
I remain the least in Christ,
EA.

INDIA
Dear brother Gordon Fauth in Christ,

Greetings to you in the wonderful Name of our Living Lord
Jesus Christ.

Thank you very much for your kind letter. In India also the
rainfall is decreasing seriously every year and the quantity of
production of grains and other vegetables are seriously affected.
We are offering special prayer for the chosen nation of our Lord
to prosper more and more as our Lord foretold to His People
through His Saints. We are offering special prayer to protect
the Chosen Land of our Jehovah and His People from the
continued threat of the surrounding enemies, and also for our
Lord to enable, through born-again children of God, to win
more Jews for Christ. We hope to get the Jerusalem magazine
continuously so that we can explain to our people about the
miracle taking place in Israel.

Kindly uphold our ministerial activities in your prayers.
Please convey my best wishes to all the partakers of the
ministry in Jerusalem.

Yours in the Lord’s service,
Al

ISRAEL
Dear Editor,

Twenty-three years ago | was a soldier at the Western Wall.
I believed that an era had come to a close: that so many of the
problems that had plagued my people for centuries were over. |
was not alone. Despite the tragedy of the lives lost under my
command in the battle to liberate Jerusalem, every Jew present
at the Wall with me felt this exhilaration.

But I was wrong: although twenty-three years later the
military victory still stands, the political gains have yet to be
achieved. We are a nation torn between options for peaceful
coexistence with our neighbors.

Nonetheless, a heady, virtual consensus still exists on one
issue: Jerusalem must remain unified. | feel that all Jews believe
in the need to perpetuate the special significance of Jerusalem;
to commemorate Jerusalem on all levels, especially for our
youth who must be shown that such gains are not automatic.

But Jerusalem also symbolizes a greater consensus: that
Israel must exist so that the Jewish People will exist. This is the
meaning of Independence Day, and this is why it had become a
modern holiday, not just for Israel, but for Jews everywhere.

We need to apply that feeling of owe people to the massive
challenge facing us from Eastern Europe, coupled with the
equally dramatic challenges emerging from Ethiopia, South
America and South Africa. Aliya can only be diminished if it is
exploited for partisan political gain.

We must seek to strive together, not only on the need for
aliya, but also on its method and pace. It is time to uncover the
unique Israeli quality of bitzuismn — implementation — which
guarantees that, however inept we may appear in the face of
minor crisis, we will always meet and conquer the major
challenges.

LLN.
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