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Exploring Our Jewish Roots

by Jim Gerrish

« .. look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and
to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged. Look
unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare
you. . . .” Isaiah 51:1-2

Christianity did not spring up from a vacuum. It
sprang from the highly developed religious tradition
and culture of ancient Israel. It is easy for Gentiles
to forget this all-important fact. For instance, if
Jesus were present with us today wearing tzit-zit
(religious fringes on the garment) and a tallit (prayer
shawl), it would probably shock most of us. Yet, we
know from scripture that a woman once came to
Him and touched what must have been the tzit-zit
or fringes of His garment. (Luke 8:43-44). He was
undoubtedly wearing the prescribed religious gar-
ments, just as many orthodox Jews do today, and
thus fulfilling the commands of the Law, (Deuter-
onomy 22:12). We can assume He also wore the
prayer shawl, since this too was the normal garb of
a religious person in His culture. An example of this
garment dating slightly before Jesus’ time, was
found in the Dead Sea caves and is on display at the
Shrine of the Book museum in Jerusalem.

We sometimes forget that even our Bible is an
almost totally Jewish book. All the authors are Jew-
ish, with the possible exception of Luke. Jesus, in
His ministry, dealt exclusively with Jews, and was
very hesitant about ministering to Gentiles. (Mark
7:24-30). By His own confession, He admitted
coming specifically to the house of Israel (Matthew
15:24), and He even commanded His disciples not
to go to the Gentiles, (Matthew 10:5). Likewise, the
earliest church was a Jewish church. It was head-
quartered in the Jewish capital and was presided
over by a Jewish leader.

It was from this “Jewish” perspective that the
Church began to move out into the world of the
Gentiles. It was as

“It was as if Judaism had been uniquely
tailored by Jesus and the apostles, to be
made attractive to Gentiles.”

if Judaism had been uniquely tallored by Jesus and
the apostles, to be made attractive to Gentiles.
Gentiles would now be able to receive the Jewish
scriptures, to heed the Jewish prophets, and to sing
the Jewish Psalms. As Paul went out with the
Gospel message, he was careful to stress that the
message was emanating from Jerusalem and Is-
rael. He encouraged the Gentile saints to collect

funds for the needy in Jerusalem. (/ Corinthians
16:2-4); he referred difficult doctrinal decisions to
Jerusalem and to the Jewish elders there, (Acts
15:2); his Gospel journeys usually began or ended
in Jerusalem. He even gave the Gentile church an
example of keeping Jewish feasts in Jerusalem,
fActs 20:16).

The apostle Paul did another thing as he minis-
tered among Gentiles. He stressed the importance
of keeping the

“He stressed the importance of keeping
the right attitude toward Israel and the
Jewish people”

right attitude toward Israel and the Jewish people.
That attitude was to be one of humility (Romans
11:20), mercy (Romans 11:31), and kindness,
even to the point of sharing material gifts with the
people of Israel (Romans 15:27). It was a wonder-
ful ideal, but in time, Paul’s exhortations began to
go unheeded.

There were many factors which brought about
the vast chasm which exists today between |srael
and the Church. The two unsuccessful wars fought
by the Jews against the Romans in 70 A.D. and in
135 A.D. undoubtedly did much to strain relations,
since the early Church refused to participate in
these wars. Instead, in 70 A.D. the Church fled to
Pella, across the Jordan, following the warning of
Matthew 24:16, “Then let them which be in Judaea
flee into the mountains. ” The very vulnerability and
isolation of the early Church also might have con-
tributed to the problem. The early Church Fathers
certainly did not help the situation, since many were
openly anti-Semitic. As the young Church fought
for its life against persecution without and heresies
within. All this tended to lead the Church toward
exclusivism and into taking a stand against its
Jewish parentage.

With the conversion of Emperor Constantine in
the early fourth century, and the subsequent “Chris-
tianisation™ of the whole Roman Empire, this anti-
Semitic trend became crystalized. The Church moved
rapidly to rid itself of all Jewish trappings. Even the
Christian holiday of Easter was divorced from its
Jewish origins in the Passover, as the Church at-
tempted to cast off the influence of “these odious
people” (the Jews). The theology generally termed
as Triumphatlism began to be in vogue. The same
theology has persisted unto this day, occasionally
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finding renewal under different names. Basically
this belief proclaims that God is finished with the
Jews: that Christianity has indeed replaced Juda-
ism and that the Church is the true Israel. This
theology happily applies all the blessings of scrip-
ture to the Church, and all the curses to Israel. Of
course, the natural and almost immediate result of
such a theology was the outright persecution of
Israel by the Church. This malady has persisted
through most of the two thousand years of Chris-
tian history. It found expression in the Crusades,
but a particularly great expression in the Holocaust.
Itis surprising for most Christians to learn that Hitler
only put into practice what the Church in Europe
had believed and taught for centuries.

Even today, after this awful disaster, anti-Semi-
tism abounds in the Church. An example of this is
seen in the fact that many otherwise loving Chris-
tians are suspicious of “those Jews. " Many pastors
and parishioners are happy to visit Israel and see
where Jesus walked. But they have utterly no
interest in the miraculous renewal of the Jewish
State, which is now in progress. Perhaps this is an
expression of the ultimate in anti-Semitism, the
denial that the Jewish people have any place in
God'’s plan today.

RECOVERING A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE

What we read in the Bible is a far cry from what
we see in the Church today. We read that God had
purposed from the outset that the Gentiles be a part
of His plan. Note, that they were to be a part of his
plan, and not the whole plan. We receive glimpses
of this program of God as far back as Father
Abraham. God promised the patriarch that he would
be the father of multitudes of “goyiim” (peoples,
nations, Gentiles) (Genesis 17:4), and that all na-
tions would be blessed in him (Genesis 12:3). This
theme is carried on in the descendants of Abraham.
We see it particularly in Joseph, who was married
to a Gentile woman in Egypt. One of his children,
Ephraim, was destined to become one of the most
numerous and powerful tribes in the Northern King-
dom. The blessing upon the head of this little
Jewish lad was this, that he would be the father of
multitudes of Gentiles (Genesis 48:19). Much later,
Ephraim was dispersed into the nations, along with
the other nine “/ost tribes.” The dispersion of these
Jews among the nations, their effect upon nations,
and their recovery, still remains a mystery too great
for us to fathom.

We see the theme picked up again in the woman
Rahab, who was saved from the doomed city of
Jericho and allowed to join with the people of Israel.
We see the theme again introduced by the prophet
Isaiah as he describes the Messiah of Israel, called
the “Root of Jesse.” It is said that this Messiah

would “stand as an ensign of the people; to it shall
the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious”
(Isaiah 11:10). But perhaps we see the theme of the
Gentiles being joined to Israel most clearly in Ruth
the Moabitess, who was not only allowed access
into Israel, but who became the great grandmother
of King David.

The beautiful story of Ruth expresses for us most
clearly what a proper attitude toward Israel should
be. In fact, this woman seems to illustrate in her life
most all of the fruits of the Spirit, mentioned by Paul
in Galatians 5:22-23. “But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good-
ness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such
there is no law.” She was truly devoted to her
Israelite mother-in-law. She loved her with a deep
love and commitment which led her to forsake her
own heritage -and even her country, in order to be
with Naomi. When Ruth arrived in Israel, it was not
with a feeling of superiority, as many Christians
have today. Instead, “. . . she fell on her face, and
bowed herself to the ground. . . .” (Ruth 2:10). She
was willing to abase herself to a position lower than
a servant girl (Ruth 2:13). Her attitude was one of
continual mercy and generosity as she shared her
meager gleanings with Naomi (Ruth 2:18).

The life of Ruth was also marked with obedience
(Ruth 3:5); kindness and holiness, (Ruth 3:10); dis-
cretion (Ruth 3:14); and true love and commitment
to Israel (Ruth 4:15). Ruth said to Naomi. “for
whither thou goest, | will go; and where thou
lodgest, I will lodge: thy people [shall be] my people,
and thy God my God:” (Ruth 1:16).

Perhaps in Ruth’s life we get a visual example of
what the engrafting of Romans 11:17-21 is all
about.

Paul tells us in verse 17, that Israel is the tree and
we are only the wild branches grafted in. The tree
sustains us and not vice versa. In verse 18 he tells
us that it is not we who support the root, but the
root supports us. And in verses 19-20 we are told
that the Christians are only grafted into the

“Christians are only grafted into the
tree by the mercies of God and we stand
in that position by faith”

tree by the mercies of God and we stand in that
position by faith— the kind of faith that Abraham
had so long ago.

In this position there is no room for pride or Tri-
umphalism, or ideas that we have replaced Israel.
There is no room for boasting and arrogance (verses
18-21), as the Church has been prone to do.
Instead, there is to be godly fear (verse 20) and
thankfulness for the Lord’s great mercies to us.
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Life in Israel

Shalom from Jerusalem,

The war is now said to be over
and tension is beginning to ease.
It seemed the war had to
happen—there was no way to
avoid it. Through tribulations we
find comfort in the Lord. He isin
control and our peace is secured
in Him.

During the alerts, our family
and the Reporter staff would
gather in our sealed room and
await the all clear signal. The
young people would occupy them-
selves by playing a game, and we
would pray and sometimes read a
scripture to ease the tension. The
91st Psalm was especially com-
forting.

Most of the attacks came at
night or in the early morning
hours. We had sealed two rooms
in preparation for the war, but
only one room was actually used.
The other room would have served
as an extra supply of air in the
event of a lengthy attack. Elderly
friends and neighbors stayed with
us sometimes, as it was hard for
them to stay in their homes alone
during the attacks.

Our six year old grandson,
Adam, was calm and collective
during the missile alerts. After
repeating the ordeal a few times,
though, we heard him say to his
4 year old sister, Priscilla, “Maybe
we should move to England.” (A
little playmate of theirs moved to
England a few days before the
war began.)

Little Priscilla cried for a while
during the first attack, but after
being comforted she got over
most of her initial fears. In the
attacks that followed she sat still
in her chair, side by side with her

by Naomi Fauth

brother, gas masks on, and waited
patiently.

Ranatya, my niece Bethie’s little
4 year old daughter, is by nature soft
spoken and quiet. While putting her
mask on during the first missile
alert, her mother asked her if she
understood why they were doing
this. She surprised everyone when
she answered, “Because Saddam
Hussein is stupid. ” Ranatya was not
afraid to sleep in her room at night
after her mother sealed the windows
with plastic. There was another thing
that little Ranatya was careful about:
she always made sure that her mother
closed the window drapes—she said,
“so Saddam Hussein can’t see me.”

The small children here all seem
to have ideas about Saddam Hussein.
We overheard some little children
talking about him at the beginning
of the war. They all became very
sober as one three year old said, “I
will hit him. I will pull his hair. I
will give him a big kick.”

Our granddaughter Priscilla’s
fourth birthday fell on the same day
as the U.N. deadline for Saddam to
pull out of Kuwait: the 15th of
January. That evening after the birth-
day supper, some of us hurried away
to a prayer meeting atthe Holy Land
Hotel—this was the opening night.
Every winter for several years now,
at this same time of the year, there
is a series of special prayer meetings
to pray for Israel. The date had been
set far ahead, and the deadline date
for the pullout just happened to
coincide with the meeting. There
were quite a few people who came
from other countries for the prayer
meetings. The hotel management
interrupted the services to issue gas
masks. It was a ruling that everyone
at the meeting had to have their
masks with them. The meetings were
all well attended. We prayed to-
gether for Israel*s protection: for
angels to hover over Israel in greater
numbers, and for mercy for all those



who would die. As gas seemed to
be the biggest danger to the popu-
lation here, special prayer was given
asking for rain—gas becomes less
effective the more it rains. Rain
was slow coming this year but
since the beginning of the war we
have had heavy rains much of the
time.

One night on our way home
from the market, we stopped at a
sewing shop to buy a few needed
things for mending clothes. The
door of the little shop was locked
but the lights were still on, so I
went to a larger store nearby to
asked where the shop keeper might
be. The person I asked pointed to
another shop nearby. Through the
window, I saw the man from the
sewing shop. He was standing with
a few others in the bigger store—one
man was wearing a gas mask. After
I went in and asked the man from
the little sewing shop if I could buy
some items from his little shop, he
came out and opened the door to
his shop so I could get what I
needed. Then, I thanked him and
we left. After we had been home
for some time, we heard the all
clear sirens blow. It had been rain-
ing hard all evening and evidently
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the Scud sirens blew when we were
at the market. We had not heard
them! The outdoor market has
plastic-like roofs and the rain hit-
ting the roofing makes a lot of
noise. I felt foolish when I realized
that I had drug the poor shop keeper
out of his safe room during a scud
attacked.

During some of the Scud at-
tacks, a few of our young men went
up to the roof of the church build-
ing. The whole valley below us and
the opposite hillside would come
alive with singing, whistling and
shouting as the Arabs on their
housetops cheered along what they
hoped would lead to the destruc-
tion of Israel. From the roof you
could see the Scuds going high
overhead, usually on their way
towards Tel Aviv. Then, it looked
as if the fuel flickered out as they
begin to fall towards the earth.
After a little while, we could hear
and feel the explosion.

Sister Minnie stayed with us
during the beginning days of the
war. She had been away for a while
on a trip to America, but came back
to Israel just before the war started.
She has worked among the Arab
people in the Jericho and Bethle-

hem areas for many years. Sheis a
strong prayer warrior and we felt
honored to have her with us. It
seemed good for her to be here at
this special time, praying in Jerusa-
lem and interceding for the people.

We are praying earnestly for the
situation in the region and for the
young people called upon to lay
down their lives. We are also pray-
ing for their loved ones. May the
Lord be their comfort and hope.
We wish the best for all of God’s
creation on both sides of the
conflict—that each of His children
may find peace with Him and be
purified. (Dan. 12:10). May each
one of us be consecrated anew for
His Work and His purpose, in this
great hour of time.

“And every creature which is in
heaven, and on the earth, and under
the earth, and such as are in the sea,
and all that are in them, heard I
saying, Blessing, and honor, and
glory, and power, [be] unto him
that sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb for ever and ever. ”
(Revelation 5:13)

In His infinite love
Naomi Fauth

\

Song of the Windchimes
(continued from page 12).

been praying for rain. Devout Jews
gathered at the Western Wall and
some in synagogues to pray for rain.
Often they pray the Psalms, and that
is God’s Word which He honors. As
we listen to the blending tinkles of
our windchimes, we wonder what
God meant when He had the Psalm-
ist write, “. . . for thou hast magni-
Jfied thy word above all thy name”
Psalm 138:2,

Not only Jews are praying, but
many others. Believers in this land

and many lands; Christians all over
the world are praying. What a com-
fort! Like the “. . . angels, . . . bear-
ing us up in their hands. . . . ”
Psalm 91:11-12.

One night, right in the middle of
an alert, the wife of a pastor friend in
the United States telephoned. She
called to tell us they were holding us
up in prayer. I looked over at our
son, who, at that same moment was
saying, “That’s not thunder!” Yes,
the enemy missiles were either ex-
ploding or being exploded by trusty
‘patriot” missiles. Even though they
exploded, pieces would land--who

knows where?

We had heard this “rhunder” be-
fore when it was raining, but we
weren’t sure then. Now there was no
mistake. Our grandson hears them at
his base—and can even count them. ..
four...five...eight... whatever.

For now, we thank God for a quiet
night—-His night. All nights are His.
His presence is with us, wherever,
whenever, and in whatever state we
are. Again, thank God! In fact, “In
every thing give thanks. . . ” I Thes-
salonians 5:18. Ah! So that is what
the windchimes are tinkling! We
drift into a peaceful sleep--listening
tothe “Song of the Windchimes. ”
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Upon Which Road Are You
Travelling?

This article is taken from an address made more than two
centuries ago by Augustus Montague Toplady, the man who
wrote the famous hymn, “Rock of Ages.”

The readers of this address, and indeed the whole
world at large, may be distributed into two kinds of
people — those who are travelling to Canaan, and
those who are going the direct contrary way. There
are but two roads; the broad, which leadeth to
destruction, and the narrow, which opens into life.

Travellers all mankind are; and travellers at a very
swift rate. The grand point is, Where art thou
travelling to? Are you desirous of knowing whither
your footsteps tend; and toward what country thy
face is set? If so, have recourse to the Scriptures of
truth; but study them on your knees; that is, in a
spirit of prayers, and with the simplicity of a little
child.

Suppose, for instance, that we look at John 16:8,
where Christ thus describes the office of the Holy
Ghost, and the effects which His converting influ-
ence have on the human mind: “When He is come
He shall convince the world of sin, of righteousness,
and of judgment;” that is, He shall, first, feelingly
demonstrate to them their absolute sinnership, and
their total helplessness; working in them a deep
sense and real hatred of self and sin, and He shall,
secondly, lead them to rest on Christ, and on His
righteousness alone for justification.

Now, has God the Spirit done these things for
you? Has He wrought, or begun to work these
convictions in your soul? If He has not, nor so much
as kindled a growing desire after Christ and His
salvation in your breast, I dare not give you the right
hand of fellowship. I dare not salute you as one of
my fellow-travellers to the kingdom of God. No.
You are yet in Egypt, and you will quickly be in hell,
except the Holy Ghost take you in hand, and give
you a new heart, and lead you to Christ.

But if you have ground to hope that this work of
grace is experienced by you in some degree; if, on
looking at your soul in the gospel-glass, you can
discern the traces of faith, love, repentance, and
sanctification there, you are of the number of those
who have been enabled, through grace, to set forth
to go into the land of Canaan, and into the land of
Canaan you shall come.

Two things are particularly needful for you to
observe:

1. That the world will endeavour to turn your feet
out of the narrow way. If the wicked are so muzzled

by Providence that they cannot bite, they will snarl
at least. If they cannot do you real injury, they will
probably pelt you with scandal, and sneer at you for
being, in their opinion, righteous over-much. But
let not this discourage you; but imitate the blind
man in the gospel, who the more he was exhorted by
the multitude to hold his peace, cried out so much
the more, “Thou Son of David, have mercy on me!”

2. Beware of sin. May you be enabled to shun the
remotest appearance of evil. “The Devil,” as one
justly remarks, “IS NEVER BETTER PLEASED
THAN WHEN HE CAN ROLL A CHILD OF
GOD IN THE DIRT.” Beg of the Lord, therefore,
to hold up your goings in his paths, that your
footsteps slip not.

Yet, if you should fall, be humbled; but do not
despair. May you be led to pray afresh to God, who
is able to raise you up, and to set you on your feet
again; and look to the blood of the covenant, and say
to the Lord from the depth of your heart:

“Rock of Ages, shelter me,
Let me hide myself in Thee,
Black, I to the fountain fly,
Wash me, Saviour, or I die!”’

It has been justly observed that ““it is one thing to
fall into the mire, and another thing to lie in it.”
When the Lord has graciously restored you, you will
look upon sin as the bitterest calamity that can befall
you, and consider those who would entice you to it
as the very worst enemies you have.

Soon shall we arrive where not only sin, but every
temptation to it and every propensity toward it will
cease for ever. As a good man once said on his
deathbed, ‘““Hold out, faith and patience! Yet a little
while, and I shall need you no longer.”

When faith and patience have done and suffered
their appointed work, the disciples of Christ shall
ascend from the wilderness to paradise. Then will
they be able to say, “Called by the Lord’s effectual
grace, we went forth into the land of Canaan; and,
clothed with His righteousness and preserved by
His power, into the land of Canaan we are come.”
Even so Amen.

— from an address by Augustus Montague Toplady
(1740-1778),
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A plan for the development of the Mamilla project.

Mamilla

A Joruwsatom Wodel for. Unban Develspment

One of the world’s most innova-
tive architects has teamed up with one
of the world’s leading real estate
developers to build a new residential
and commercial district in the heart of
one of Israel’s and the world’s oldest
cities.

The key players in this dramatic
project are the internationally ac-
claimed architect Mesh Safdie and the
London based Ladbroke Group PC,
who have joined forces to launch the
long awaited Mamilla Project to rede-
velop the geographical center of Jerusa-
lem.

Ground was broken last April, and
the first stages of the $100 million
project are slated for occupancy in the
summer of 1992. The 28 acre site will
combine a residential neighborhood,

by Carl Schnag

a 500 meter long pedestrian mall (that
connects Old and New Jerusalem),
offices and urban apartments. A five-
star hotel may be constructed later.

Mamilla’s importance predates the
impressive partners who have brought
expertise and credibility to the proj-
ect. At the turn of the century, Ma-
milla was Jerusalem’s main commer-
cial hub. Lined with shops and of-
fices, it was the main area of eco-
nomic activity in the city.

Only after 1948, when Jerusalem
was divided, did Mamilla fall into
decay. It was located just yards away
from the border between Israel and
Jordan, and frequent shelling by Jor-
danian soldiers prompted old timers
to relocate. In their place came car
repair garages and poor families who

could not afford to live anywhere
else.

In 1967, with the reunification of
Jerusalem, plans were launched to
restore Mamilla as a meeting place
for all the city’s residents. After more
than two decades of planning, the
project got underway this year. It
promises to turn the reunited city’s
geographic center into a true meeting
place for Christians, Arabs, and Jews
from Jerusalem and around the world.

The project’s location at the edge
of the historic Old City enhances the
importance of developing it carefully,
with the utmost attention paid to pres-
ervation of its old qualities. Rather
than demolish all the nwighborhoods
remaining structures, Safdie’s plans
preserve the facades of many build-



ings. Some buildings are being reno-
vated and preserved in their entirety.

“The architectural character of
Manmilla Street is a delicate mix of old
and new buildings. ” said Safdie, who
has designed Montreal’s Havitat,
Toronto’s Ballet Opera House, the
Harvard Business School, and other
important projects. “The arcades are
constructed in alternating yellowish
and reddish Jerusalem stone, evoking
the older Jerusalem tradition of poly-
chrome masonry.”

When it is completed, Mamilla
will house some 120 shops, including
branches of exclusive international
chains, professional offices and some
200 residents. The entire area will be
connected by pedestrian walkways,
with underground parking.
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According to officials of the Jerusa-
lem Development Company, many
homes will be owned by foreign resi-
dents, but occupancy is expected to
run about 50%, ensuring that the resi-
dential village is a lively urban area.

The involvement of the Ladbroke
Group in Mamilla, whose 1929 reve-
nues exceeded 3.6 billion pounds ster-
ling and which owned Hilton Interna-
tional and other holdings, is a sign of
the projects anticipated success.
Ladbroke chairman Cyril Stein said,
“Ladbroke sees Mamilla as a com-
mercial venture and we are commit-
ted to its success, both in terms of its
nationwide and worldwide popularity
and profitability that will ensue.”

Stein’s personal and business con-

nections with Israel run deep, and he
has determined that the massive con-
struction project in Mamilla will
become a vehicle for helping new
immigrants from the Soviet Union
integrate in Israeli society.

“Every building contract signed
by the Jerusalem Development
(mamilla) Company contains a clause
obligating the contractors to employ
Russian immigrants as specialists,
technicians, and construction per-
sonnel,” Stein said.

As it takes shape in the valley
alongside the western edge of the Old
City, the Mamilla project is changing
the shape of Jerusalem’s urban land-
scape. It promises to become a model
for urban development around the
world.

Ceramic Figurines of ——

Phoenician Cavalrymen
Found at Achziv

Three ceramic figurines depicting
cavalrymen on horseback were discov-
ered in a tomb in this season’s archaeo-
logical excavations at Achziv. The figu-
rines, about 20 centimeters high and
still bearing traces of black and red
paint, date from the 8th century B.C.E.
The unique finds apparently confirm the
existence of mounted Phoenician sol-
diers who defended the adjacent city of
Tel Achziv.

The excavations at Achziv, which is
located on the Mediterranean seashore
close to Israel’s northern border, are
being conducted under the direction of
Hebrew University archaeologist Eilat
Mazar, with support from Jerome A.
Joss of Los Angeles and with assistance
from the city and residents of nearby
Nahariya.

— WZPS Two of the ceramic Phoenician Cavalrymen found at Achziv

(WZPS Photo)

Project Isaiah:

by Daniella Ashkenazy .
The Oriental Hornet, a wasp, that inhabits the

Mediterranean Basin and the Middle East—including
Israel—has the unique ability to build its comb in the
direction of the gravitational vector. According to
studies on the earth’s surface, the only features
determining the direction of comb building are gravi-
tational and centrifugal forces. But what happens
when the hornets are launched into outer space and put

Hornets in Space

in an earth-orbit?

In a micro-gravity environment, how will the
Oriental Hornet orient its comb? Will earth-born adult
hornets have a harder time adjusting in space then
space born hornets? Will “earth-born” hornets, ac-
customed to 1-g, be more sensitive than larvae and
pupae that are “spaceborn”—producing a comb dif-
ferent in orientation, cell-size, density, architecture,
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shape, and size?

Will there be other behavior modifications? Per-
haps in an environment of micro-gravity the larvae
will stay put in a safe snug cell and the grubs won’t
budge from a comfortable cocoon. Will the rhythm,
magnitude and frequency of the sounds produced by
larvae and hornets be different from their counterparts
on earth? Will the space travelers lose their appetites?

These and numerous other questions are being
studied by “Project Isaiah™ (Israel Space Agency In-
vestigation About Hornets). This experiment was de-
signed by entomologist Professor Jacob S. Ishay, who
teaches pharmacology at Tel Aviv University’s Fac-
ulty of Medicine. A canister containing Israeli hornets
and larvae was designed and built by MBT
Systems and Space Technology, a member
of Israel Aircraft Industries Electronics §
Division, to carry out the experiment. |
The project was approved by the Israel &

Space Agency (ISA) and
accepted by NASA.
According to NASA'’s
terms, the investigator =~
—Israel—will provide the hornets, the scientific
equipment and ground personnel. NASA will provide
the launch and take responsibility for maintenance in
space.

The experiment’s self-contained autonomous unit,
no larger than a small suitcase or a desk drawer, was
designed for a standard mid-deck payload in one of
NASA’s future flights from Cape Kennedy, possibly
in the summer of 1991. The unit consists of two
compartments: one containing electronics, blowers,
two cameras, and three tape recorders; the second
compartment will contain 18 test chambers housing
the hornets. _

The latter is divided into two sets of nine compart-
ments each--half with lighting, half in total darkness.

A picture showing Israel's space flight module.

Each set is divided into three age groups (larvae and
pupae, day-old juveniles, and adult hornets) housed in
three differently shaped containers (cube, cylinder,
sphere). Designed to maintain a temperature of 30 de-
grees Celsius and 75% humidity, and provide food,
water, building material and ventilation. The only in-
orbit operational requirement for the astronauts is to
turn the experiment on in orbit and turn it off prior to
de-orbiting.

An Israeli maintenance team on the ground at Cape
Kennedy will maintain and monitor a control group of
Oriental hornets in a twin lab, at 1-g, concurrent to the
seven-day launch, flight and re-entry.

“In general terms, the experiment will help us
understand gravity and the
| effects of weightlessness
" not only on insects, but
- also on human beings,”
| said Professor Ishay. “We

N8 expect different
reactions to
micro-gravity,
according to
age. The experi-
- ment will allow
us to determine which age group will be affected most
by the change of environment and determine which
adjusts. best to conditions in space.”

“The juvenile day-old hornets will undergo matu-
ration in space. Since they have a short lifespan of
several weeks, seven days in space is a significant
period of time for a hornet. We will examine the eggs
that were laid and the larvae that developed in a
reduced gravitational field after re-entry, to seeif they
are normal. Beyond telling us something about the
hornets, the experiment will give scientists some
general indications about human beings in space.
After all, in the future, people may spend extended
time, even generations, in an environment with re-
duced gravitation. ”
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Jewish Roots and
Yeshuaish Fruits

This is the Last in a Three Part series by Leslie Moxham

The Jews who had believed Him(Jesus)
were speaking a half truth when they said
“We are Abraham’s offspring and Abra-
ham is our father” (John 8:33 & 39). They
were tracing their ‘roots’ back to the Patri-
arch. They were proud of their “family
tree. ” However, our Lord Jesus pointed
out to them that lineage involves so much
more than physical relationship. To be
true sons of Abraham required doing the
deeds of Abraham. In other words, roots
have spiritual elements which are so much
more essential than mere physical geneal-
ogy. This principle is crucial to our true
understanding of Jewish Roots and Ye-
shuaish Fruits. He maintained that “dis-
covering our Jewish roots” is a deeper and
more important subject than being con-
cerned with Judaism in whatever form one
chooses to study and follow it. Since this
is the case, we must know as much as we
can about the character, behavior patterns
and the spiritual calibre of the foundation
members of biblical Judaism in the search
for our Jewish roots.

It is proudly accepted that Abraham is
the “father of the Jewish people.” In our
quest for our Jewish roots, it is required of
all of us, Jewish believers in Yeshua, as
well as gentile believers, to understand
what the “deeds of Abraham” are. We
must “do the works of Abraham” (John
8:39). We must now take a close look at
the major facets of this patriarch’s life
These are our vital Jewish roots.

A study of the eventful life of Abraham
reveals exceptional qualities. We have to
be selective, concentrating on the essen-
tials which express the spiritual elements
of the founder patriarch. His original name
Abram, given by his natural father, means
the Father is exalted. The name Abraham,
which his Heavenly Lord gave him, means

father of many nations. This reveals that
Abraham was to be an international person
having worldwide influence, as well as the
founder of the Jewish Nation. This means
that all born again Gentile believers have
roots in him also. This explains why Paul
boldly writes, to mainly Gentile readers,

“And if you are Christ’s, then are ye Abra-
ham’s seed . . . " Gal 3:29.

The first spiritual facet of highest
importance in Abraham is the “Covenant
Relationship,” he had with his “Father
Who is exalted. ” This is implicit in the
divine call the patriarch received. He was
‘called and chosen’ and this call brought
him into a special relation with God which
neither his father or other members of his
family had. This explains why he was
commanded to “ger out of thy country and

Sfrom thy kindred and from thy father’s
house, unto the land that Iwill shew thee.”
Covenant responsibility involved separa-
tion. We cannot claim our root connection
in Abraham and Yeshuaif we are living the
“double life” of “one foot in the Church
and the other in the world.”

“Friendship of the world is enmity
with God” (James 4:4). Covenant rela-
tionship whether under the Old or the New
Covenant involves covenant responsibili-
ties. Abraham had his covenant renewed
“after Lot was separated from him” Gen.
13:14.

Heb. 11:8 stresses the major character-
istic of Abraham: “By faith Abraham,
‘when he was called . . . obeyed and he went
out, not knowing whither he went. " Faith
was the prominent feature of his walk with
God. It was not a case of faith in a vacuum,
but faith and its twin brother ‘works’
which were the basis of him being declared
“justified by works” James 2:21. Paul re-
verses the order writing, “his faith is
counted for righteousness” Rom. 4:5. The
obedience of the patriarch is vividly seen
in the offering of Isaac. This was his
greatest test of submission to the will of
God. Obedience is a ‘work of Abraham’
which is a ‘root responsibility’ for all of us
seeking to know and follow our Jewish
Roots. We must also familiarize ourselves
with all Yeshua’s commands if we would
know ourJewish roots in order to grow the
Sfruits of Yeshua.

Persistency and consistency are dis-
tinctive marks of Abraham’s life. Paul, in
Rom. 4:18, says that Abraham “against

hope believed in hope. ” When we think of
the time involved before the birth of Isaac,
we can gain some impression of the tenac-
ity which we too are called to show. We are
called to “inherit the promises” through
“faith and patience” (Heb. 6:12). When
God’s timing in our lives seems slow we
need to remember this “work of Abraham’’
(patience).

Space forbids us to write at any length
about the other fruits in Abraham’s life.
The deference he showed to Lot in the
choice of land, his humility when “he
looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: .

. and (he) bowed himself towards the
ground” (Gen. 18:2), or the courage he
showed in the rescue of captured Lot and
the respect he displayed to Melchizedek.
These are ‘works of Abraham’ which we
must do when we go back to our Jewish
roots.

Our Lord Jesus made a most remark-
able statement about Abraham. He said
“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My
day; and he saw it, and was glad” (John
8:56). The question must be asked when
did Abraham see the day of Jesus? Was it
when “Melchizedek king of Salem brought
forth bread and wine . . . and He blessed
him and said ‘Blessed be Abram of the
most High God,Possessor of heaven and
earth?”’ Or was it in a more general sense
in that he was preparing for the time when
through him and his “seed, ” “all the fami-
lies of the earth (would) be blessed ?” Gen.
12:3. One fact is certain: since we are to do
the “works of Abraham,” we must take
“the Bread and the Wine” in accordance
with the Lord’s instruction and submit to
all His other requirements for our lives.
Like Moses, we are to endure “as seeing
Him Who is invisible.” We must con-
stantly look “unto Jesus the Author and
Finisher of our faith.”

Jewish Roots are important, especially
when they are biblically understood.
Yeshuaish fruits are even more vital since
these prove our true understanding of our
Covenant relationship with Abraham and
Abraham’s God and His Yeshua and ours.
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