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Jerusalem—The Chosen City of God

“For the Lord hath Chosen Zion: He hath desired it for His
habitation™ (Psalms 132:23). “The Lord of hosts shall reign in
Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem” (Isaiah 24:23). “They shall call
Jerusalem the throne of the Lord” (Jeremiah 3:17). “But I have
chosen Jerusalem, that My Name might be there” (2 Chron. 6:6).
“The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice from
Jerusalem™ (Joel 3:16).

Funds may be sent by check, money order or bank
draft.

Address correspondence to:

The Mount Zion Reporter
P.0.Box 568
Jerusalem, ISRAEL
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You don’t have to be 18 years old
and in peak physical condition to serve
in the Isracl Defense Forces (IDF). You
don’t have to train for combat duty,
undergo basic training, pass a desert
survival course or fire an Uzi. And, as
the 80 Americans attending the 10th
reunion of Sar-EI (Volunteers for Israel)
in Jerusalem will tell you, you don’t
even have to be an Israeli citizen.

What is required to join the Sar-EI,
three-week army volunteers program,
however, is a willingness to work hard,
adaptability, and, according to one
volunteer, “a good sense of humor.”
And working on an army base or in an
Isracli hospital is not so easy when
living in barracks and having to put up
with rations, roll call and orders from a
commanding officer who may be young
enough to be your grandchild.

Americans Heed the Call

Military volunteering is not new to
Israel. During the 1948 War of
Independence, many volunteers came
to Palestine through “Mahal”
(Volunteers From Abroad). The impetus
for Sar-EI, however, came from another
war—the 1982 action in Lebanon.
General Aaron Davidi suggested calling
up Americans to help with the kibbutz
harvests and some 650 Americans
heeded the call. Since then more than
33,000 foreign volunteers from 20
countries have engaged in just about
any noncombat task—cleaning
weapons, repairing vehicles, cooking,
etc. Some 3,280 volunteers, including
teachers, professors, mechanics and
engineers (aged 18-65), came in 1991
alone. About half came from the US and
France and the rest from South Africa,
Canada, Holland and Hungary.

Today’s volunteers pay their own
fare but the barracks, board and uniform
are courtesy of the IDF.
Arline Tepper, a computer artist from
Los Angeles, says, “The Sar-El program
was wonderful but the work was
sometimes tedious. I distributed
sleeping bags, did laundry and sorted
uniforms by size—anything to relieve
areservist from duty.”

For New Yorker Al Goldberg and
New Jerseyite Bob Kauffman, who have
a friendly feud over who can serve the
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YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE ISRAELI

by Lynn Poritz

most IDF time, the 24 and 23 Sar-El
stints they have done, respectively,
speak for their dedication. “If areservist
hasto serve only 40 instead of 42 days,”
says Kauffman, “then I've contributed
something.” And indeed, notes New
Haven-born Michael Ben Lev, who
directs the volunteers during his reserve
duty, “When Kauffman is on duty, the
sergeant major can take leave.”

Boosting Morale

“The volunteers contribute not only
physical labor, but a work ethic which
they impart to the Israelis,” notes
General Davidi. “The Americans work
efficiently, boost morale and are
wonderful in times of crisis. During the
Gulf War, they served their time (usually
three weeks) and more, and not one
left.”

Jean Blum, a Philadelphia
schoolteacher, served in an army
hospital during the Gulf War and was
“decorated” for her service. “I picked
January 13, 1991 for my arrival and
wasn’t about to change it. I relieved
nurses, did physical therapy and helped
care for the staff’s children when schools
were closed.”

Lionel Hadad, from Marseilles,
signed up for two Sar-El stints. So taken
was the 23-year-old with the IDF and
Israel that he made aliya to realize his
dream of teaching physical education
in the Holy Land. After only a few
months of study at the Wingate Institute,
Hadad developed leukemiato which he
succumbed just recently. “Despite his

illness,” said Rachel Carmi, another
IDF volunteer and social worker. He
still clung to his dream.

Hungarian-born Katy and Moran
Hynel’s Sar-El service also led them
and their two teenage daughters to settle
in Israel. Arriving just days after the
start of the Gulf War, they were visited
in a Tel Aviv absorption center by
General Davidi and Rachel Carmi. Since
then, Sar-EI volunteers have helped
Moran, an artist, find work as an
illustrator and have become “like
family,” she says.

The unheated, non air-conditioned
barracks with army issue mattresses
and army rations, that drove some
volunteers to spend lunchtimes
sampling every falafel stand from
Ashkelon to Kiryat Malachi, attest to
the authentic army experience. But army
leave allowed volunteers such
excursions as ascending Masada (in
full uniform), visiting Jerusalem, and
spending Shabbat with Israeli families.

While army service focuses on the
martial, some volunteers and soldiers
also get involved in the marital. 500
such strategic alliances have taken
place, 30 of them attended by General
Davidi.

And what happens after Sar-El?
“Many former volunteers, 1,500to date,
hang up their fatigues and opt to stay in
the country,” notes General Davidi.
“Others become informal Israel
ambassadors to their communities back
home.”
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SOLDIERS AND SCHOLARS — “THE TEFILLIN AND THE GUN”

by Leah Abramowitz

There is a tendency among secular Israelis to divide their society into two groups: themselves
and the religious Jews, who live their spiritual life locked within the four walls of tradition and isolated
from reality. Bnai David goes against that grain. Established some four years ago to encourage Jews
not only to serve in the Israel Defense Forces, but to serve in elite corps, Bnai David works to ensure
that secularization does not automatically follow involvement in regular army service.

Observant youth of army age
have two options open to them,
deferment and the “Hesder” or
“Nahal” programs where religious
soldiers serve together to avoid
problems of Shabbat and communal
prayers. Two concemed Rabbis, Yigal
Levinstein and Eli Sadan founded the
Bnai David post-high school program,
to offer a realistic alternative,
combining Yeshivastudies with army
training.

“We wanted to give religious
soldiers the opportunity to serve in
the elite corps of the IDF, where few
of the observant can be found today,”
said Levinstein, himself an officer in
an armored combat division. And in
fact 50 graduates have become
officers and 35 more are currently in
officer courses. “We were convinced
that with proper preparation,”
continued Levinstein the boys would
feel more confident about their
approaching army service.”

Bnai David, located in the
. Shomron, is supported by
government, the local council and
private donations (in particular from
British philanthropist Cyril Stein).

Establishedin 1988, it aimed to ensure
that “spiritual decline” or
secularization would not

automatically follow involvement in
regular army service and contact with
charismatic secular officers.

The one-year preparatory
program was named after King David,
Says Rabbi Sadan, 42, who served in
the paratroopers for 20 years, “King
David was both a man of the sword
and the author of Psalms; a warrior
with a highly developed moral and

religious orientation. These are the
qualities we want to imbue in our
students.”

The program combines a
heavy dose of religious studies with
practical army training and meetings
with officers from elite corps. As in
other Yeshivas, the day begins at 6:45
a.m. with prayers and several hours of
Gemarrah (Talmud). However the
students also study basic Jewish
philosophy, especially the writings of
the Rambam, Rav Kook and the
Kuzari. Their lessons on Jewish law
often deal with practical questions
pertaining to army service: how to
“Kasher” afield kitchen, how touse a
vehicle on Shabbat in cases of
“pikuach nefesh” (the saving of life)
and how to recite prayers when time
is limited.

Teachers are available to
discuss questions of faith and tradition
and issues troubling the boys are
written anonymously on the Bnai
David bulletin board to become the
subject for the next “sicha”
(discussion). Subjects thus tackled
include “The Status of Women in
Judaism”, “Relations with the Non-
Religious Community,” and
“Attitudes Toward the Arabs.”

Weekly lectures are given on
topics such as medicine, philosophy,
sociology, economics, drugs and
Islam. “This broadens the students
perspective. It’s our Popular
University,” smiles Eli Sadan.
“Despite the heavy schedule,” says
Rabbi Lowenstein, “the pressure of
exams, the spartan living conditions,
and the fact that the boys are
responsible for all the manual jobs

connected with the  dai-
ly schedule—cleaning, maintenance,
dishwashing and gardening. The
students genuinely enjoy their
studies.” Adds Rabbi Sadan, “It’s not
easy for a high school graduate after
the heavy load of matriculation to tie
himself down for an additional year
of study, especially when he has three
or maybe four years of army service
ahead of him. After all, he gets no
diploma, no B.A. and no wings for
this additional year.”

“We feel like a family,” says
one of the graduates. And indeed, the
close ties are evident in the way the
boys keep in touch despite being in
different army units scattered
throughout the country; their visits to
the Yeshiva on precious free
weekends; their letters to the rabbis
and their friends, and their warm
endorsement of Bnai David. “The fact
that we know we’re here for only one
year gives us increased motivation to
get the most out of the program,” says
one student.

Despite its location, Bnai
David’s founders claim no political
affiliation and indeed point out that
the preparatory instruction stresses
the need to follow orders at all costs.
When a student once asked if that
meant evacuating settlers from the
territories if the army so ordered, they
were told yes, even if it caused them
great distress.

The basic principle is that
religious youngsters should view full
term army service as a privilege and a
mitzvaand, according to one graduate,
see “The tefillin and the gun as an
equal responsibility.”
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Tools of a Byzantine Smithy

Byzantine SmlthyUnearthed in Israel

As often happens in the realm of archaeology, it
was an accident. While digging a ditch of a water
pipeline near a small village in the Galilee, workers
came upon strange iron objects. Upon closer inspec-
tion, they realized that the objects-identified as having
been fashioned in the 6th century A.D. during the
Byzantine era—bore a strange similarity to objects
used today. In fact, what the workers stumbled upon,

and what was excavated in its entirety by archaeolo-
gists of the Israel Antiquities Authority, was a smithy.
The workshop was found intact, with a table and two
types of tools: the ones the blacksmith used for his
work, such as anvils, hammers and tongs, and the ones
he fashioned for his clients, among them agricultural
implements such as hoes and pickaxes.
— by Lili Eylon

Daburiya

According to ancient Christian tradition, these
events took place on Mount Tabor. Today, the Church
of the Transfiguration was built by the Franciscans on
the remains of a 6th century Byzantine church, stands
on the summit of this hill.

At the foot of Mount Tabor, on the site of the
Biblical town of Dobrath, lies the Arab village of
Daburiya. When Joshua cast lots and distributed land
to the Israelites, this town was given to the tribe of
Zevulun (Joshua 19).

In 1977, the Francisiscan Order began excavating
a Byzantine church in the village of Daburiya. Due to
lack of funding they were not able to continue their dig
and the site was covered. Several years ago interest in
this church was renewed, when the Daburiya Local
Council decided to develop the lot of land, reconstruct
the church and create a park around it.

Nissim Najar, head of archaeology in Israel’s
Lower Galilee region, is himself aresident of Daburiya.

—by Ava Carmel

Due to his example, attitudes about archaology have
changed rapidly in the prosperous village of 5,000.
Although the economic basis of the village is still
mainly agriculture and construction, Najar points out,
over 30% of the young people go on to study in
university.

This year excavations at the Byzantine church in
Daburiya recommenced and an ancient winepress was
found nearby, complete with mosaic floor. “While we
were excavating, the villagers used to come to watch
and ask questions,” says Najar. “As a result, we
instituted an archaological program in our schools. We
expect to find more winepresses.”

When the park in central Daburiya is landscaped
and excavations have been completed, the church and
winepress will be reconstructed and the site opened as
a tourist attraction. Visitors will be welcomed with
traditional Moslem hospitality as they explore a Byz-
antine church built on an ancient Jewish city.
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Elaborate stone relief depicts the inhabita

The laborers digging into the ancient hillside have
grown used to seeing ninety-year old Jacob Alkow
nimbly climb around the site inspecting their progress.
Alkow, who immigrated to Israel from the US in the
1960s, has been devoting all his time and energy to
fulfilling his last dream—restoration of the Biblical
town of Lachish, in the desert north of Beersheva.

Indeed, as the principal fortress town of Judean
King Hezekiah, Lachish was among the Holy Land’s
important cities during Biblical times. In 701 B.C,,
King Sennacherib of Assyria conquered Lachish, and
completely destroyed it.

Remnants of the Assyrian siege, the walls, and the
city gate—the most massive known from the Biblical
times—have been unearthed by Tel Aviv University

~
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ntg being marched out of Lachisl{

archeologist Professor David Ussishkin since he com-
menced excavations in 1973. As the scope of work
increased to include reconstruction of the gate, Jacob -
Alkow undertook to raise money and the project was
launched.

Alkow also persuaded the British Museum to copy
an elaborate 18-meter-long stone relief in its posses-
sion, depicting Sennacherib’s victory over Lachish.
The reproductions will be housed in amuseum planned
for Lachish.

“Everything in life is transitory,” Alkow said in a
recent interview, “‘but archeology remains for-
ever. . . . I am confident that once Lachish is fully
exposeditwillbe one of the mostattractive sitesinthe world.”

Bread upon the Waters

We are urgently in need of funds for printing
tracts, booklets, books, and other materials, both in
English and in other languages. There is very great
demand, and we are hard put to meet it. The cost of
paper, postage, ink, etc. has been going up at a
tremendous rate, and our publishing ministry has
become very expensive. We need your help, and any
amount sent in for this work will be put to good use in
doing the Will of the Lord. Pray about it!

N
Help Spread God's Word )
Wehave hundreds upon hundreds
of requests from almost all parts of
the world, for God's perfect plan for
man, the Bible. Please help us send a
Bible to all these precious souls reaching for the Key to
Eternity. The need is great and the message is urgent.
Many cannot afford to buy a Bible of their own.

If you would like to send funds for a Bible, or have an
extra Bible you would like to send, please send to:

\__Mt. Zion Reporter - P.O. Box 10184 - Jerusalem, In'wl_jl
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Walking in the Spirit

Our service to the great King
differs immensely from that given
to any earthly creature. Our love
and devotion to the Creator is re-
vealed by our obedience to Him
and the works we show Him. It is
imperative that these works, not
surpassed by any other, be accom-
panied by the Spirit of God. For if
we worship God, “We must wor-
ship Him in Spirit and in truth.”
John 4:24.“If we live in the Spirit.”
Gal. 5-25.

A walk in the Spirit is to walk
in Christ. We are clothed with His
presence. The Father’s life is over
us, in us, and around us. The world
is shut out, and we are hid in God.
We become one with Him, even as
He prayed to the Father in John
17:23, 21, "I in them, and Thou in
me, that they may be made perfect
in one.” “That they all may be one
~ as Thou Father art in me, and [ in
Thee, that they all may be one in
us.”

To walk in the Spirit is to walk
fulfilling His desires and His com-
mands. No longer do our lives be-
long to us. We are not our own.
“Wemust through much tribulation
enter into the Kingdom of God:
Acts 14:22. God permits His chil-
dren to be processed; and at any
cost, they are being prepared to sit
with Him in His glory.

BEFORE WE LIVE, WE
MUST DIE. “If ye through the
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the
body, ye shall live.” Rom. 8:13.
Again if corn is dropped into the
ground, it must die to bring forth
much fruit. John 12:24. “He that
hateth his life in this world shall
keepituntolifeeternal.” John 12:25.
There must be death to your own
desires. Death to your own will.

MARJORIE HIDLEY

Death even to your own spirit. “He
thatloseth his life for my sake shall
find it.”

SURRENDER TO GOD'’S
WILL, AND OBEY HIS
LEADING. If our own desires are
gone, then we are ready to let the
Father work His will through us.
The more yielding we are to His
will, the easier it is for Him to work
through us. Listen for the voice of
the Lord. The words of the Lord are
precious, and should be valued as a
great treasure. He will speak to
you. If you walk humbly humbly
before Him, you will hear His voice.

PRAY. How much prayer does
ittake? The Scripture says: “Watch
and pray.” Mark 13:33. “Pray al-
ways.” “Pray without ceasing.” 1
Thess. 5:17. Must prayer always be
audible? No. Real prayer is form
the heart. Sometimes you speak
prayer. Sometimes you think
prayer. Sometimes you feel prayer.
Many times those who are walking
in the Spirit experience burdens of
prayer. This is great agony of soul
and spirit, in which “The Spirit
itself maketh intercession for us
with groanings which cannot be
uttered.” Rom. §:26.

HOLD COMMUNION WITH
GOD. A walk in the Spirit is never
one sided. We do not have to do all
the talking. There are many mani-
festations of God's Spirit that He
desire to give us when we are ready
to receive them. There is wonder-
ful fellowship to be found with the
Almighty. He has promised to mani-
fest Himself to us. His word never
fails. Every small effort we put
forth toward God brings us nearer
to Him. There is a close relation-
ship which exists as one waits be-
fore the Creator of Heaven and

earth. There is a quietness, a peace
of soul that nothing can destroy.
There is joy unspeakable that will
never pass away; for we have drunk
from the living fountain, and have
found so true this Scripture: “Out
of His belly shall flow rivers of
living water.” John 7:38.

We can be completely covered
(hidden) in the Lord, for we are
told: “Put ye on the Lord Jesus
Christ.” Life from God is imparted
tous, living strength from the throne
of God. Life from God Himself is
givento us. The closer we walk, the
more of that life we can have. His
presence will be within us. We will
be enshrouded with Him.

Jesus died that we might enter
into this walk. He died that we
might have His holiness, His pu-
rity, and His life. He died that we
might be made one with Him and
with His Father, for He desires our
fellowship with Him throughout
the eternal ages. Angels have de-
sired this place. God in His great
mercy has privileged us to be able
to know itand not only know it, but
possess it. But we must labour to
enter into this walk with Him. What
are we doing about it today?

The Promise of His Love

He gave his son,

Who died for us

To whom we love and trust.
Only by him our sins may go.
Only by love has he bestowed
The touch of life unto all.
But only through His blood.
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WHERE CAN I FIND MY TREES?

by Michelle Chabin

It began as a dream—the dream of returning the Jewish people to their ancient homeland and
rendering that land fit for settlement after centuries of neglect. But in the 90 years since its
establishment, the Jewish National Fund has succeeded more than anyone's wildest dreams.

A favorite Isracli story recounts
how a boy visiting Israel for his bar
mitzvah took a trip to a forest and
started to examine some nearby trees.
Not finding what he was looking for, he
marched up to a forest ranger and said,
“I'm from New York, and I've been
sending money for trees in Israel ever
since I started going to Hebrew school.
Where can I find my trees?”

The ranger, suppressing asmile,
explained that the Jewish National Fund
plants thousands of trees every year
thanksto such generous donations. “But
we don’t put nameplates on individual
trees,” he continued, “because every
tree in Israel belongs to the entire Jew-
ish people.”

The dream of reclaiming and de-
veloping the Land of Isracl hasbeenthe
“raison d’atre” of the Jewish National
Fund (JNF) since its inception at the
Fifth Zionist Congress in 1901.

Now celebrating 90 years, the
JNF is planning a May mission to Is-
racl, to coincide with the 25th
anniversary celebrations of the
reunification of Jerusalem. On the draw-
ing boards for the next decade are the
rejuvenation of aging forests, further
development of the arid south where
JNF’s work has won international ac-
claim, dealing with soil salinization,
and asecond “redemption” of the former
marshlands of the Hula Valley. The
Fund isinvolved in all aspects of devel-
opment, not just afforestation, and, says
Moshe Rivlin, who has chaired the
organization since 1977, “with its face
to the "90s, JNF is still meeting new
challenges.”

Establishment

More than 50 years before the
dream of a Jewish State became a real-
ity, amathematics professor named Zvi
Hermann Schapira proposed the estab-
lishment of a national fund to purchase
land in Palestine. Though the idea was
enthusiastically received by members
of the First Zionist Congress in 1896,
the decision to create the fund was

deferred during the second, third and
fourth congresses. In the meantime,
Schapira died of pneumonia.

Upon hearing that the proposal
had been deferred again at the fifth
congress, Theodor Herzl reportedly
rushed to the congress hall and de-
manded a revote on the issue: “After
striving for so many years to set up the
fund, we do not want to disperse again
without having done anything. You
can, if you wish, delay its establish-
ment for another two years, or even
until the coming of the Messiah...”
Having succeeded in swaying the
crowd, he put the motion to a vote, and
the congress resolved to establish a
fund that “shall be the property of the
Jewish people as a whole.”

Goals Unchanged
Though 90 years have passed

since its inception, the JNF's goals
have changed surprisingly little. There
is still a need to purchase land, plant
forests, reclaim land for agriculture,
build roads, prevent forest fires, pre-
serve and restore archaeological sites,
prepare sites for housing and industry,
constructreservoirs and educate youth.
But while its goals remain the same, the
scope of JNF’s activitics has been
greatly expanded in recent years.

Says JNF’s Director of Informa-
tion, Benny Mushkin, “Since 1908,
when the JNF began planting its first
forests at Ben Shemen, more than 190
million trees have been planted through-
out Israel, covering almost 270,000
acres. Some 6,000 acres of land are
reclaimed each year, and over 5,000
acres of trees are planted annually.
During the past 15 years, 110 recrea-
tion sites and 23 forest parks have been
built and each year some 20,000 Jew-
ish youngsters, from Israel and abroad,
register hundreds of thousands of work
hours in forest woodlands.”

Immigrant Housing
Mushkin presently sees to water
conservation and land prepara-

tion—especially for new . immigrant
housing—as two of the JNF’s most
urgent tasks. “The need for reservoirs,
dams and water enrichment projects is
just as vital as the need for new immi-
grant housing, and grows more acute
daily,” says Mushkin. “To prepare tem-
porary housing as quickly as possible,
we use heavy equipment to level the
land for mobile homes and prepare it
for water, sewage, and electrical lines.”

In Ma’agalim, a trailer park situ-
ated in the northern Negev, 900
Ethiopian Jews (600 of them children),
are starting anew life in Israel. All were
air lifted from Addis Ababa during
“Operation Solomon,” Israel’s daring
rescue of 14,500 Ethiopian Jews in
May 1991.

The barren-looking trailer park,
consisting of almost 200 small mobile
homes, is flanked by the green fields of
ancighboring moshav. Though thereis
no grass in the park itself, the JNF has
provided each family with a symbolic
sapling and here and there a flower
garden fights to survive the harsh cli-
mate.

On a particularly cold winter’s
day, a group of visiting tourists join the
trailer park residents and veteran Is-
raeli teenagers to watch a performance
by a group of Ethiopian children. The
girls, dressed in bright red-and-white
costumes, sing songs in Amharic and
their newly learned Hebrew. As they
dance a traditional Ethiopian dance,
their parents, many dressed in white
robes, sway and clap to the familiar
beat.

After the performance, the for-
cign visitors, the Ethiopians and the
veteran Israelis all walk to a large patch
of land, where the JNF has provided
saplings for planting. With a combina-
tion of basic Hebrew and body
language, the three groups somehow
manage to communicate as they kneel
together in the dirt, turning the desert
green.
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Typical Egged bus and bus stop in Jerusalem

Keeping Israel on the Move

by Simon Griver

There is more to the Egged Trans-
portation Cooperative Society than
meets the eye, Israel’s principal trans-
portorganization, with a fleet of 4,000
buses, is the world’s third largest bus
company, after Greyhound in the
United States and London Transport
in Great Britain.

It is also one of Israel’s major
institutions. Founded in 1933,
Egged’s service to remote agricul-
tural settlements played a vital role in
Israel’s struggle for independence.
Moreover, Egged has shared its suc-
cessful experience of building a na-
tional bus company with transporta-
tion experts from dozens of countries
in Africa, Asia and Latin America.

Amnon Bar-On, chairman of
MATI, the Egged subsidiary that ad-
vises overseas bus companies in co-
operation with Israel’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, relates that courses
are offered in Israel while at the same
time experts are dispatched overseas
to deal with a diverse array of sub-
jects ranging from vehicle mainte-
nance and route planning to general

management.

Bar-On recounts that Israel has at
some time helped virtually every
country in Latin America with its bus
services. He himself recently trav-
eled to Sierra Leone where Israel
aided that African government to set
up a new national bus company.

Egged is a workers’ cooperative
with 4,400 shareholders/staff out of a
total work force of 8,000. All the
corporate divisions, which include a
tourist bus company, a travel agency
and a real estate enterprise, are man-
aged by the cooperative’s members,
who share equal rights and obliga-
tions.

In addition to its bus lines, Egged
owns 57 gas stations and 34 garages
to service its buses. Over 60,000 spare
parts are stored in its 37 warehouses.
The company also operates 27 cen-
tral bus stations, including the new
Tel Aviv Central Bus Station, an ul-
tra-modern facility designed to serve
half a million people daily. Sched-
uled to open next year, it will be one
of the largest bus station in the world.

Help Spread God's Word

We are sending a steady flow of
Bibles, Testaments, Gospeltracts and
literature of all kinds to almost every
part of the world. This ministry is im-
portant for these last days we are
living in, and it is bearing good fruit for
the Lord. Many precious people are
being shown the way to salvation and
life eternal. “And this gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations;
and then shall the end come.” — Mat-
thew 24:14.

Not everyone can go to the far
corners of the world as a missionary
for Christ, but everyone can have a
part in this same work by supporting
with their prayers, tithes and offerings
the ministry being carried on from Je-
rusalem. Your help is needed, and
whether your donations are large or
small they will be gratefully received,
and will be put to good use in the work
of the heavenly Father, here, in your
place. Please pray aboutit. You can
help us save souls! Take this opportu-
nity to share in His work; the Lord will
bless you forit.

Write To: The Mt. Zion Reporter
P.O. Box 10184, Jerusalem, Israel
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Woestern facade of Herod's Temple Platform in Caesarea Maritime

An Underwater Archeological Park

Exploring an archeological site
in Israel involves a lot of walking,
as well as climbing hills and de-
scending into subterranean rooms.
Visitors to Caesarea Maritime may
now add skindiving. In order to tour
the world’s first underwater archeo-
logical park, they must don diver’s
masks and air tanks.

In 22 B.C., Herod the Great
began construction of a city on the
site of the Phoenician portof Strato’s
Tower, naming it Caesarea in honor
of Augustus Caesar. Building one
of the largest ports of the Roman
world was part of his plan to gain
control of the trade of luxury goods
from the East to Rome.

It was a grand city, built on a
grid plan, with granite imported
from Egypt and marble from Italy.
It boasted two aqueducts and a
modern sewage system, as wellas a
theater seating 4,000, a hippodrome

by Ava Carmel

for horse racing, and an
amphitheater. According to histo-
rian Josephus Flavius, the domi-
nant structure, visible far out to sea,
was a huge temple.

Excavations at Caesarea began
in 1945 and various groups have
continued work on it since that time.
Remains of the Phoenician port, a
Hellenistic city, the Roman city,
and later Byzantine and Crusader
ruins have been uncovered.

Although Josephus gave a most
detailed account of the layout of the
city’s harbor in his book, there are
no signs of Sebastos along the Medi-
terranean coast. How could such a
massive harbor have disappeared?

Two geological fault lines have
been discovered offshore, indicat-
ing that the harbor may have been
slowly rocked by local tectonic
movementordestroyed by anearth-
quake. Alternatively, it may simply

have fallen into disrepair after the
death of Herod and building mate-
rial salvaged by the Crusaders to
construct a tower, a sea wall, and a
pier.

Sebastos was identified only in
1960, when a diving expedition
explored the site and found remains
of the walls’ foundations at a depth
of nine meters underwater. The
Combined Caesarea Expedition,
headed by Professor Kenneth Holm
of the University of Maryland and
Dr. Avner Raban of the Center for
Maritime Studies of the University
of Haifa has just wound up its third
year of excavations at the site.

On the shore, ateam of over 100
students from universities in the
U.S., Canada, and Israel exposed
the greattemple, which was builtby
Herod to the goddess of Rome in
order to show his loyalty to Caesar.
Archaeologists say that Herod in-
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tended this pagan temple in Caesarea to
parallel the Jewish Temple he builtin Jeru-
salem during the same period.

Meanwhile, offshore another team of
archaeologists indiving suits excavated the
foundations of the lighthouse, using an
airlift to suck off sand and debris. Dr.
Raban is amazed by the engineering genius
involved in building the harbor.

He explains that the base of the light-
house consisted of huge concrete blocks.
Rectangular wooden forms fifteen meters
by twenty meters were partially filled with
stones, volcanic ash, and plaster. These
were towed out to sea, sunk in place, and
filled with hydraulic concrete,

A similar method of laying 50-ton con-
crete blocks was used to form the base of
the breakwaters, The port had an area of
about 200,000 square meters, providing
anchorage for up to 100 ships

The marine archeological park skirts
the foundations of the breakwater and has
a numbered route with guide cables. Al-
though the first three points can be seen
with mask and snorkel, it takes two or three
dives with tanks to examine the entire park.
Divers must be licensed, and equipment
canberentedatadiving clubadjacenttothe

sie. — Jerusalem Dateline

Part of a wooden form into which hydraulic cement had been poured, at the base of the Herodian lighthouse.
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Fragment Citing Canaanite King found on Tel Hazor

A cuneiform tablet fragment men-
tioning the name of Jabin, the dynastic
name of the Canaanite king of Hazor
who led the confederation of kings against
the invading Israelites, has been found in
excavations being conducted on Tel
Hazor, according to Hebrew University
archaeologists.

The tablet, written in Old Babylonian,
dates from the 18th-17th centuries BCE
and thus probably predates the Jabin
mentioned in the Bible by some six cen-
turies.

Prof. Amnon Ben-Tor of Hebrew Uni-
versity said in an interview yesterday
that the find strengthened his conviction
that the royal archives of the Canaanite
kings of Hazor would be uncovered in
coming excavation seasons. Hazor is the
largest archaeological site in the coun-

Ifits archive is indeed found, it would
rank among the foremost archacological

discoveries ever made in this country,
which while rich in history is notori-
ously slim in written records from antiq-
uity.

The cuneiform fragment, measuring
two centimeters by two centimeters, was
found last week in a dig led by Ben-Tor.
The excavations, presently in their third
season are being carried out jointly with
a team from Complutense University of
Madrid, headed by Dr. Maria-Teresa
Rubiato.

According to Prof. Aaron Shaffer, an
Assyriologist from Hebrew University,
the clay document is addressed to Ibni
(Addu) Jabin, king of Hatsor. The writer
was Irpa (Addu), an appointee of the
king. The message concerns an un-
named woman who has been transferred
from one place to another.

Several stray cuneiform tablets have
been found on the site in the past but
never in situ. The current find, like a

similar find of a single cuneiform tablet
made last year, was unearthed in an Isra-
elite layer dating several hundred years
after the tablet was written.

“Tt was apparently found by someone
digging in the area to find material with
which to make bricks,” said Ben-Tor.

The tablet found last year listed per-
sons to whom payment in silver had been
made. This year’s find constitutes only
half of the original tablet but is of a
higher quality in style and script than last
year’s find, say the archaeologists. “It
can be identified as a royal document,”
said a statement issued by the archaeo-
logical team.

Jabin of Hazor is mentioned in the
Bible as leader of the confederation of
kingdoms that did battle with the Israel-
ites at Merom. Joshua routed the
Canaanite army and burnt its chariots.

This season’s six-week dig at Hazor
concludes this week.— The Jerusalem Post
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