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Jerusalem — The Chosen City of God (7M7)

“For the Lord hath chosen Zion: He hath desired it for His
habiration® (Psalms 132:13). ““The Lord of hosts shall reign in
Mount Zion, and in Ferusalem” (Isaiah 24:23). ““They shall call
Ferusalem the throne of the Lord”’ (Jeremiah 3:17). “‘But I have
chosen Ferusalem, that My Name might be there’ (2 Chron. 6:6).
“The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice from
Jerusalem’ (Foel 3:16).

Funds may be sent by check, money order or bank draft.

Address correspondence to:
The Mount Zion Reporter

P.O. Box 568
Jerusalem — ISRAEL
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CONTACT!

by Jon Gerrish

With Christ comes the emphasis on seeking
and saving lost souls whenever and
wherever they are to be found (Luke 19:10). His
ministry reached thousands of people, and His
actions touched their hearts in ways they had
never felt before. Miraculously, through
Christ’s death and resurrection, we also have the
power to do the same.
What were His methods?

Personal Contact

Have you ever met a stranger? Are you afraid of
meeting new people? Jesus wasn’t. He took time to
go out of His way and minister to people — even the
most rejected souls. By the mercies of God, we too
can transform our minds (Rom. 12:2) to become
new and fearless creatures able to meet and share
with anyone, and face any problem. With our eyes
on Jesus, we will receive the willingness to go. If you
lack the boldness for this, pray and ask for it — you
might be surprised.

Kindness

If a person shows no kindness, acts rudely or
ill-mannered, how effective can his testimony and

ministry be? Jesus displayed acts of kindness to
those who were in need, because this is the key to
reaching the heart. Without this expression of love,
the result of our witness will lead to conflicts or
debates, and eventually failure. We are urged to put
on hearts of kindness (Col. 3:12); so, if you find it
difficult to act kindly towards people, and lack
compassion — ask for it!

Live It

Our goal should be to strive for that perfection in
our lives which Christ illustrated in His life. By
placing Jesus first, and concentrating on Him, His
attributes become manifested in us. His spirit can
lead us to needy people, and give us guidance and
discernment to meet their needs. But, how can we
give what we don’t have? If we don’t live His
example, how can we be effective (1 Cor. 4:9)? So,
live it!

“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he
that winneth souls is wise”’ (Prov. 11:30).

Prepare yourselves, and be ready to make contact
for Christ. The rewards are heavenly.

“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament; and they that turn many to right-
eousness, as the stars forever and ever’’ (Dan. 12:3).
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Illegal Jewish Immlgrants’Coming
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As‘hore on Beéch Near Herzliya, During Pre-State Days.
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The Jewish People and the Land of Israel:
Return, Restoration
and Redemption

by Clarence H. Wagner, Jr.

n the days before Messiah comes, we know
from Bible prophecy that many things will
occur to show us the signs of the time.
Obviously, for students of the Bible, this would
be an exciting time as we would see the hand of
God interacting with the world we live in. God
is not just a God of history, but a God of the here
and now. Just because the Bible canon was
closed 2,000 years ago, doesn’t mean that God
stopped acting, or telling us through His Word
what He would do. Fortunately for us alive
today, we are once again living in very active
‘Bible days,” as prophecy is being unfolded
before our eyes.
Concerning Israel and the Jewish people, many

prophetic passages make it very clear that the Lord
would embark on a plan to bring the Jewish people
back to the land of Israel, restore the land, and
redeem the hearts of the people. He would do this
not only to fulfill His promises made to them
centuries ago, but to show the nations that the God
of Israel is not dead, but alive and well and a God to
be recognized and worshipped.

“But ve, O mountains of Israel, ye shall shoot forth
your branches, and vield your fruir to my people of
Israel; for they are at hand to come. For, behold, I am
for you, and I will turn unto you, and ye shall be tilled
and sown: and I will multiply men upon you, all the
house of Israel, even all of it: and the cities shall be
inhabited, and the wastes shall be builded: and I will
multiply upon you man and beast; and they shall
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increase and bring fruit: and I will settle you after your
old estates, and will do better unto you than at your
beginnings: and ye shall know that I am the Lord.”
Ezekiel 36:8-11.

“And I will sanctify my great name, which was
profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned
in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I
am the Lord, saith the Lord God, when I shall be

The “illegal’ immigrants’ ship “Theodor Herzel”
reaches the port of Haifa, 1947.

sanctified in you before their eves. For I will take you
from among the heathen, and gather you out of all
countries, and will bring you into your own land. Then
will 1 sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be
clean; from all your filthiness, and from all your idols,
will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and
a new sprrit will I put within you, and I will take away
the stony heart out of vour flesh, and I will give you an
heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and
cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my
judgments and do them.’’ Ezekiel 36: 23-27.

“In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David
that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof: and I
will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days
of old . . . And I will bring again the captivity of my

~people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities,
and inhabit them: and they shall plant vineyards, and
drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens,
and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant them upon
their land and they shall no more be pulled up our of
thetr land which I have given them, saith the Lord thy
God.”” Amos 9:11, 14-15.

While these Scripture passages have not been
completely fulfilled, they are definitely in process,
as we have seen the Jewish people brought from
among the nations to the land of their forefathers,
and the land being restored in the past 40 years of
nationhood. Ezekiel 38 and 39 even speaks of
defending Israel and her inhabitants in a yet to be
fought war for a purpose. . . so that both the house
of Israel (the Jewish people) AND the nations will
once again recognize the Lord God of Israel.

““So will I make my holy name known in the midst of
my people Israel; and I will not let them pollute my holy
name any more: and the heathen shall know that I am
the Lord, the Holy One in Israel.”” Ezekiel 39:7.

It is interesting to note that in this passage, and in
the others cited previously, that Israel is not regath-
ered as a ‘holy and sanctified’ people, but that this
sanctification is part of the process of the return
restoration and the fuller revelation of the God of
Israel in their midst. Many critics of Israel within
Church circles have pointed to Israel’s failings as a
nation as ‘proof’ that God has nothing to do with the
modern state. The complete sanctification of Israel
as a holy nation before the Lord has yet to be
fulfilled in the plan of return, restoration and
redemption. If we were to judge the Church on the
same basis used by these critics of Israel, it would
also fail the test, leaving us with the wrong assump-
tion that God has nothing to do with the Church
either.

Once we understand how Israel ‘fits into” God’s
redemptive plan for the world, it’s easy to under-
stand why the secular world seems to come against
Israel at every turn. Itis as though the secular press
is sitting on the fence as a vulture, waiting for Israel
to make a mistake. Then, they jump on their
soapbox to point an accusing finger at her. After all,
“Israel is supposed to be a light unto the nations.”
While this is true, and in many ways she is even
r e g N SR 7

Nabhalal, the first moshav (farming community)
in the State of Israel.

today, there is still more in God’s redemptive work
that must be done to fulfill His vision for Israel. In
the meantime, Israel and the Jewish people are
subject to the same human failings as all of us.
Nevertheless, just because Israel does make mis-
takes, is no reason to eliminate her from the nations,
as might be the desire of many of her critics.

Just as the secular world is generally against
Biblical values of God and righteous living, e.g., it is
for abortion, for gay rights, against prayer in school,
for ‘free love’ (before AIDS put on the brakes) and
now advocates ‘safe sex’, endorses divorce, etc., it
often pits itself against Israel. Itis interesting to take

(continued on next page)
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Questtons and Answers

QUESTION. —
Why don’t more Jews recognize Jesus as the Messiah
spoken of in Isaiah 53, and other Old Testament verses?

ANSWER, —

We find a curious verse of scripture in Psalms 69:23, in
which David says to Israel, “let their eyes be darkened to
see not.” Did the most highly esteemed king of Israel
decree blindness on his own people without a good reason,
spiritual meaning or purpose?

Many Jews equate those suffering images of the ‘lamb’
spoken of in Isaiah to be the physical sufferings of the
Jewish people throughout history and especially during
the holocaust in this century. Certainly there are verses
which speak of the troubles of Jacob, such as: Deut 31:17,
Psalm 25:22, and others. Yet the passages in Isaiah 53
speak of a single lamb being slaughtered for man’s
atonement with God in a very descriptive manner. The
suffering lamb is easily seen as Jesus by Christian eyes, but
not so clearly by the Jews, and for several good reasons.

It may help to consider a Jewish historical standpoint
on the subject of believing and converting to Christianity.

A Jew might convert in medieval Christian Spain, for
instance, to elevate himself to first class citizenship
thereby obtaining rights and privileges which were not
allowed to persons of his former third class status. In fact,
thousands of Jews did convert (theoretically) to gain that
status, but secretly continued practicing Judaism. These
Jews were known as “Morranos,” and during the Spanish
Inquisition they were much disliked and greatly perse-
cuted. Even Jews who discontinued secret practice and
faithfully served the Christian establishment — “Conver-
sos” — eventually also suffered persecution mainly
because they were not trusted.

On the other hand, if a Jew converts without force,
whether in medieval Spain or today, he is considered to be
“cut off” and “dead” to his family. In their eyes, he has
accepted the very institution that persecuted them, and
consequently, the Gentile ways. It means that he has
abandoned his faith and its tradition and ultimately, the
Jewish people.

From the Jewish perspective, the very name
“Christianity” or anything having to do with Christ
meant persecution and death. This persuasion remains
strong among many Jews, especially in orthodox circles.
For them, it is just as impossible to convert to
Christianity, as it is for a Christian to convert to
Buddhism.

Messianic Judaism, which does not require a believing
Jew to leave his people or join a Christian church, is more
acceptable to many Jews, since it is, in essense, a
movement of Jews who simply recognize Jesus as the
Jewish Messiah. However, for the same reason, many
orthodox Jews view it with even more suspicion than they
would mainstream Christianity:.

Now, with a better understanding of Jewish beliefs and
attitudes towards Christianity, a Christian has several

options: he can continue to ask why they do not see, and
possibly remain in the dark himself, or, he might consider
these words in Romans chapter 11. After quoting Psalms
69:23, Paul says of Israel, “they did not stumble so as to
fall, did they? May it never be! But by their transgression,
salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous.”
(Romans 11:11). David may have decreed blindness on
Israel out of wrath or disheartenment, but the Lord used it
for a great purpose — for our salvation.

If Jesus is represented in Old Testament passages, and if
He is indeed the Messiah (as we believe), then the task of
the Christian is to make Jews jealous. How? By using
sensitivity and understanding towards them, and by
remembering what wrongs have been done to them in the
name of Christianity. Most of all, by living the example

which Jesus demonstrated — the example of love.
0000000000000 00ODODO0OODO0DOO0ODOOOOOOOOOOO

Return, Restoration
and Redemption
(continued from page 5)

notice that what God is usually for, the world is
usually against. So, it is no surprise that Israel is on
the world’s ‘hit list,” too.

What is surprising, though, is when Christians
who love the Lord and the Bible, seemingly join the
world in their castigation of Israel. I am certain it is
because they have not thoroughly read their Bible
and do not understand that God has not given up on
Isracl and broken His covenants with the Jewish
people.

While in some churches it may-be taught that the
Church has replaced Israel as ‘the apple of God’s
eye’ and heir to the covenants, hopes, and promises,
if one searches the Scriptures, they do not teach this
anywhere. It can be found that the Christians are the
adopted sons of Abraham, grafted into the tree of
Israel, and ‘made near’ to the ‘commonwealth’ of
Israel . . . the covenants of promise . . . and the
hope given by God to Israel. In fact, it can be found
that Christians are ‘spiritual Israel.” But, nowhere
does the Bible say that the Church has usurped that
which was given to physical Israel and the Jewish
people, cutting them off from His mercy. (Read
Romans 9-11).

Where do you find yourself in the conflict? Have
you joined the world in its condemnation of Israel,
based on what you have seen in the media?

The decision is yours. However, reflect on the
Zechariah passage above, and consider where you
will be if you take the side against that which the
Lord is defending. Simply put, if you join the world
on this one, get a box of Band-aids, because you will
suffer the world’s fate . . . you will be ‘cut
assunder.” With or without us, the Lord will fulfill
His plan for Israel. Personally, I want to be part of

that plan. .
(continued on page 16)
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His Wonderland Regained

by Aviva Whetstone

Judean Hills, Israel

ne amazing thing we have noticed about
Israel is how comparatively close together
everything is — as the crow flies, at least. It may
take many twists and turns to get anywhere, but
the whole country is no bigger than the state of
New Jersey in the U.S.A. or the Island of Sicily
in the Mediterranean. Thus it seems that just
over the next hill or maybe around the next
corner is another Biblical site — in this land so
filled with history.

ﬁé" 4

Israel is literally a land of hills and valleys, rocks
and caves, and . . . white cities. The latter are
built primarily of the whitish Jerusalem stone,
which may reflect a rose color or even appear gold in
the sunset. Aside from the coastal areas, the villages,
towns, and cities are mostly built on the tops or sides
of hills. For centuries, this not only provided a
greater vantage point for defense purposes, but left
the rich valleys free for agriculture.

Because of the varied terrain, few roads are
straight in this land (an understatement). But
numerous little paths wind up and around the many
uninhabited hills. Until the recent unrest, large or
small groups of young people — Jews, Arabs, and
tourists alike — could roam freely or even camp out
for days without fear or danger, and enjoy the
wonders of the countryside in its natural state.

In the heart of the Judean Hills is the Valley of
Elah (pronounced Ay-lah) where King David
selected from a brook the stone that downed the
giant, Goliath. Just over the next hill or two are
three small villages. It was on up the hillside from
one of these that my husband and I wandered
repeatedly in the early spring of ’87. (Since then,

arsonous fires have ravished that hill and others
around the country, but miraculously, the wonders
of nature returned to our hill.) One day on the way
home from our stroll, I kept thinking, “If I were just
an artist . . . !I”” But I knew, at best, I could only
try to recapture those beauties with words. That
night, the following verses resulted:

I found a tiny wonderland
on top of yonder hill
where flowers thrive amongst the rocks
and all is hushed and still.
No man has cultivated there;
no charior has run.
But Mother Earth outdid herself
with rain, pure air and sun.

The scrubby rose with heart-shaped bud,
the iris etched in blue,

the cyclamen spawned from the rock —
each blends its vibrant hue,

while tiny, shapely miniatures
with faces all aglow

preside in all their glory,
for our Father made them so.

How could I ever doubt He cares
for me, His lowly child,
when He has lavished on one hill
such beauties we call “‘wild’’!
When life deals ill, with blow on blow —
so hard the path, and steep —
He reaches out His gentle hand
and lifts us from the deep.

I’m sure it grieves our Father sore
that in the world He made

are wars, atrocities and hate
while brothers are berrayed.

But someday there will come a halt,
and love again will reign.

So let’s enjoy each preview
of His wonderland regained.

Yes, this is only a miniature preview. Someday
this land will again know the peace God ordained it
to have. Then brothers will dwell together in love
and unity. Then, too, the whole world will thrive in a
wonderland of God’s ingenious creation.

Let us never cease to pray for that day. And let us
read the scriptures with new eyes and renewed
courage and vision. For that day will surely come. O
Lord, may it be soon, we pray. O
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Extracts From Readers’ Letters

JAMAICA.—
Dear Brother Fauth,

Greetings in the holy name of Jesus. | pray that when these
few lines reach you everyone will be in the best of health.

Thanks for your letter that came in response to my
question.

Please pray with me and for me to get wisdom, knowledge,
understanding and a good memory.

Could you please rush me a calendar, as the church where |
now worship has none. We are trying to fix up the church
building, as it got damaged by hurricane Gilbert. Please pray for
us as we pray for you.

May God bless and keep you all from the dangers of this
world.

Your sister in Christ,
MM.

AUSTRALIA.—
Greetings from Melbourne,

Over the last few months we have not been idle and have
been involved with various activities.

Our main “work” is outside of our regular sabbath
gatherings and it consists of a deep involvement with “The
Australia-Israel Friendship Association”. This group is formed
by Jewish and non-Jewish people who have a common interest
in extending a hand of friendship toward Israel. As a small
country Israel is continually subjected to negative publicity
and our group, in a small way, provides a counter balance
which hopefully inspires the people we meet to maintain a
positive image.

The brethren here send their greetings to you.

J. and P. M.

TEXAS.—
Dear Brother Gordon,

Greetings in Jesus name. God is blessing the work here. We
had to open two Sunday school rooms for the children. They
are eager to learn the Bible.

Thank you for the tapes. We love the songs the Sonbeams
sing. We pray much for Israel and for the work you are doing.

Your sister and fellow servant,
E.L.

NIGERIA.—
Dear Brethren,

Please send me The Mount Zion Reporter, magazine because |
love to receive news from the Land of Israel. I saw one of your
magazines, belonging to one of our church members, and read
it. [t was so interesting. Please try your best to send it.

God bless you abundantly.

Your brother,
N.O.

KENYA.—
Dear Gordon Fauth,

I am glad to greet you in the name of Yeshua, the Messiah.
How are you there in Jerusalem? God has blessed us here with
rain, and we have planted maize. It is the main crop grown here
for food and sale. At church we were also blessed to get new
converts (praise His name). Your prayers are appreciated.
Please send me a calendar if you have one for this year.

[ pray that the Heavenly Father will protect and bless you
there in Jerusalem, and your ministry.

Your brother in the Lord,
A.C

LONDON, ENGLAND.—
Dear Mr. Fauth,

Greetings from all in London.

Times are really getting desperate. It is very sad now to see
that Israel is becoming ‘isolated’ by herself, but you are not
isolated from God. The world might be against you because
they want you to make peace, peace with people that you don’t
know if to trust, but remember that God is with Israel

Yours truly,

€l

SWEDEN.—
Dear Friends in Jerusalem,

Thank you very much for the letter I received about a
month ago. | hope you are well. | have heard much of the
trouble in Israel. But the Prince of Peace shall come and do
justice and righteousness; the “midnight hour” is near. Let us
pray for the peace of Jerusalem and for each other.

May God bless you and your work there.

Your sister in Christ Jesus,
K.L.

Dear Readers,

Please write to us with your testimonies, your views on current
events concerning Israel, issues that concern Christians, and
points about Bible teachings and doctrines.

THE BANK ACCOUNT WORTHWHILE
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Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth
where moth and rust doth currupt, and where thieves
break through and steal. But lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
doth currupt, and where thieves do not break through
and steal.” — These are the words of Jesus as we
have them recorded in Matthew 6:19, 20.



Shalom!

Greetings from Jerusalem. We still greet one another
here with the greeting of peace. We have much to be
thankful for, even though the trouble and unrest in the
Land continue.

I have stayed up tonight to do my little piece for the
‘Reporrer’ as again they are waiting for it. Most everyone
is asleep in our house. Itis
past midnight. The house
is quiet except for the
sound of crickets chirping
in the church yard below,
and there is coming
from across the valley
the sound of music and
celebration. It is coming
from a spot on Mt. Zion,
where there are often
weddings.

Kristina and I recently attended a Carillon concert at
the Y.M.C.A. It was different from most music concerts.
Everyone sat outside. It was a pleasant evening. Shirley
Wolfort’s full and clear soprano voice was very lovely as
she stood on the entrance platform before the ‘Y’ and
sang with some of the numbers. Her amplified voice
blended and carried well, along with the loud sound of
the bells. She is from the Christian community here. One
of the songs she sang was “Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter
of Zion,” taken from Handel's ‘Messiah.” The
Carilloneur was Mar Bruinzeel, a young man from
Holland. The Jerusalem Y.M.C.A. in the new city is very
large and beautifully constructed. With its tall bell tower,
it has become one of the modern day landmarks of
Jerusalem.

We had the Passover service this year in my Mother
and Father’s old home, at the Baka place. There was a
quiet and beautiful spirit throughout the service. At the
close, there was a spirit of praise and thanksgiving. In the
small gathering were people from eight or nine different
countries. Peter Muchina, from Kenya, helped officiate.
My cousin, Charles Carpenter, and his wife, Grace, were
with us too. They were visiting from Los Angeles. It was
a real occasion to see them once again, even though only
for a short time.

We recently had the windshield and windows of our
car broken out by Arab youths with stones. Our son
Naphtali took guests (Brother Peter from Kenya and
Brother and Sister Wheeler from England) to visit
Solomon’s Pools. I prayed an extra prayer when they told
me they were going there. I remembered a few times
when I had been along on trips there, and I had felt this
terrible cold, hostile feeling — and this was in better
times — and I was always glad to ger away and back to
Jerusalem. We just thank the Lord no one was hurt.

Our cousin, Benjamin Fauth, and his wife, Jennifer,
have a little girl now. Her name is Ella. She was born in
Jerusalem and is their first child. Benjamin received
leave from the army to stay a week with his wife and baby
after the birth. He had just witnessed the death of a
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by Naomi Fauth

friend in his unit, when a large rock was dropped
deliberately from a building as they passed by. He told us
in detail how terrible it was.

We have three more new babies. They are all in the
States though, and so we have not seen them. My niece
Anita gave birth to Steven, her first born. Then our
oldest daughter, Priscilla, gave birth to Joshua, Aer first
born. Then came little James, our son Ezra’s third child.
We thank the Lord for undertaking for each one. Little
Christopher, who lives close by in ]erusalem, w1ll soon
be one yearold. He is
also the first born of
my niece Leora
(Dugger) Lawrence.
His father, Ian, is a
good, steady help in
the work here.

Priscilla was mar- |
ried in Oregon,
nearly two years ago.
We were not able to
attend the wedding.
Our friend, Kristina,
usually goes every
summer to some far
away place, and she §
managed to be there.
Priscilla told her that
if her mother could
not come, then the
next best thing was
for Kristina to sit in
her mother’s place. After the wedding, Kristina went on
to Alaska to visit friends in mission work there that she
had met when they were visiting us in Israel. When she
returned to Jerusalem, she stood behind the pulpit in the
Jerusalem church and told us in tears about the wedding
and also about her trip. I never thought before that I
could be as close to anyone that doesn’t believe in Jesus
the same as I do. Kristina is Jewish.

Christopher

Priscilla’s wedding took place in alittle country church
located a few miles south of Salem, Oregon, in the
Willamette Valley. She chose the church because my
father pastored there for quite a few years, before coming
to Israel to stay. We lived in the little white house across
the road from the church. It was the last home where we
(my mother and father and the children) were all
together as a family. Priscilla had a big wedding with
many attending. She made her own dress, and brought
much of Israel into the occasion. That day, for one hour,
the church there was connected with Jerusalem by
phone. We borrowed a special phone here for the event,
that filled the room with sound so everyone could hear.
So, from Jerusalem at the right time in the ceremony, my
husband gave away his daughter. The groom’s name was
Michael Hawkins. He is of Church of God 7th Day
background. His father, Haskel, is a minister. His
grandfather, Enos, who has passed away since the
wedding, was also a minister.

(continued on page 11)
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Good Health Department

Mosquitos of the Mind
— and Overcoming Them

Did I really lock the door? Did I really turn
off the oven? During the daily routine of life,
thousands of thoughts flash through our minds
and control the way we act. These are the
normal, sub-conscious thoughts that enable us
to function properly and at will. However,
sometimes normal doubrs, which we all have as
part of this thought process, become magnified
out of all proportion to reality — and that’s
where the trouble begins.

A new book entitled, “The Boy Who Couldn’t
Stop Washing,” by Dr. Judith L. Rapoport, has
shed light on a little understood disorder of the mind
called OCD (Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder).

It turns out that an estimated 3 million to 7
million Americans suffer from OCD, which until
recently has been practically unheard of possibly
due to a tendency for its victims to hide their
problem, sometimes thinking that they’re going
mad. “Am I really crazy, doctor?”’ asked one patient
of Wayne Goodman, a Yale Medical School psychi-
atrist who is head of the OCD clinic at the
Connecticut Mental Health Center. “No,” Good-
man answered, “But your symptoms are pretty
crazy.”

In her book, Dr. Rapoport brings out the experi-
ences of certain people who've been hounded by
OCD.

One boy in sixth grade found that he had to have
everything symmetrically balanced. He would put
his shoes down in a certain way, he had to write
perfectly, and when taking tests, the boxes on the
computerized answer sheet had to be shaded in just
right. He was so careful at this that he never had
time to finish a test. On his newspaper rounds, he
would retrace his route over and over again to see if
he’d missed a delivery. Although these activities
took up such a great amount of his daily life, he
never knew why he was displaying such behavior, or
where it came from.

Dr. Michael Jenike, of Massachusetts General
Hospital, commented, “It’s not a disorder of weird
people. We all work with these people — they’re
everywhere.” In describing the worst case he had
seen, Dr. Jenike tells of a woman in her 40s whose
affliction caused her to spend up to 13 hours a day
washing her hands and her house. Her own descrip-
tion of the experience was “‘hell.”

“Before she could use the soap, she had to use
some bleach on the soap to make sure the bar was
clean. Before that, she had to use Ajax on the bleach

bottle. And this went on and on. If she happened to
bump the edge of the sink while she was doing this,
it would set off another hour and a half, two hours of
ritual. She didn’t really think there were germs
there. It was just a feeling.”” And that, perhaps, is the
key to the affliction: its victims know, rationally,
that their fears are groundless, but nevertheless,
these fears are allowed to dominate their lives.

OCD differs from schizophrenia in that its suffer-
ers know how crazy their behaviour is, and it’s this
knowledge that causes such great distress and
anxiety. Those driven to seek treatment, are usually
amazed when they discover that other people have
been going through similar problems.

“Stickiness’’ was the feeling described by the boy
of the book’s title, who had been used to spending
three hours a day in the shower to get rid of the
sensation. Another woman, a registered nurse,
developed suicidal thoughts after searching obses-
sively for two missing pieces of her daughter’s
Mickey Mouse puzzle — even though on one level
she knew this was ridiculous.

Missing Body

Patricia Perkins, a lawyer, is head of the OCD
Foundation in North Haven, Connecticut, a self-
help organization founded by former patients. She
is also a former sufferer. She would feel that she had
run a person over every time her car hit a bump in
the road; this would compel her to drive around the
block, back to the scene, to look for a body. She
would do this repeatedly. Each time she found
nothing, she would think, “In the three minutes it
took me to come around again, the police picked up
the body and cleaned up the scene completely.
Rationally, she knew this was impossible, but like all
OCD victims, she could not be convinced by her
OWn Senses.

OCD reveals itself in different ways with differ-
ent people, but the inability to trust one’s own
reason seems always to be part of the symptoms. In
France, the disorder is called Folie de Doute, or the
“doubting disease’” — an apt term.

Doctors don’t know what causes the disorder,
although plenty of theories have been put forward,
and it’s worth mentioning that all normal people
could probably identify with some aspect of OCD,
even if only to a very mild degree. We sometimes
wonder if we turned the heater off when we left the
room; and sometimes we go back to check, even
though we are ninety-nine per-cent certain that we
did. This is normal, cautious, behaviour, and as long
as it does not become compulsive, it is beneficial.
However, after checking, we will be one-hundred
per-cent certain and will worry no longer; the OCD
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sufferer will be unable to cross that threshold, and
will keep going back, again and again.

Rapoport thinks the nesting and food-hoarding
instincts of animals could have some relation to a
mechanism in the human brain which triggers off
unwanted behavior. Some relief has come through
drug therapy using Clomipramine, which is a potent
anti-depressant (trade name Anafranil), but the
treatment doesn’t help everyone, and can have bad
side effects. In America the drug is approved for
“Investigative” use only. Other good results have
come from self-help groups like the one at the
Connecticut Foundation, where people can discuss
their problems more easily through identifying and
relating to the experiences of others.

It should also be mentioned that diet may play a
role in OCD, as in many other disorders. ““A healthy
body makes for a healthy mind.” Depression and
other emotional disorders have often been linked to
nutritional deficiencies, and it would be reasonable
to suppose that this is sometimes true of OCD.
Unless the brain is supplied with the many nutri-
ments it needs to function properly, there are
mechanisms that can go wrong and lead to all kinds
of disorders.

As Christians, we know the importance of close
fellowship, and the need to find people that we can
trust. As is often the case, in sharing an experience
with someone else, we discover that they too have
similar problems and needs with which we can help.
Self-consciousness, embarrassment or pride can
severely restrict the Lord’s work within a fellow-
ship, while sharing can act to evaporate the mystery
and fear of a problem, and turn it into something
that we can face and then deal with.

The Truth

The enemy, Satan, knows us well, and is always
seeking ways to discourage us and render us ineffec-
tive for the Lord’s service. He wants us to think that
our individual problems are peculiar to us, and that
we are failures — beyond help. Well, we’ve got an
answer for him, and it’s Jesus! The Lord Jesus said,
“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free.”” (John 8:32). Shortly after that, He said,
“If the Son therefore shall make you free, ve shall be
free indeed.”’ Hallelujah! Jesus, our Wonderful
Counsellor, came to make the captives free (Luke
4:18). It’s Him we need to be constantly in touch
with in a deep way, and we need to know that we
know that we know Him! Only then can we expect
His resurrection power to be continually working in
our lives.

Knowing God and staying alert will more and
more be proven the needed formula for combatting
darkness, disease and disorders which show up in
the form of things like OCD. More and more, as that
final day draws nearer, when the Lord will return in
all-powerful splendor and majesty, and wipe every
tear from our eyes.

“O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not
comforted, behold, I will lay tiy stones with fair
colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires. In
righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far
from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from
terrory for it shall not come near thee. No weapon that
is formed against thee shall prosper . . . This is the
heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their
righteousness is of me, saith the Lord.”’ (Isaiah 54-1 1,
14, 17).

THAT VIBRANT HOPE

Hope may seem an illusive thing,
Beyond our grasp
As a bird on the wing.
Yetr when it 15 stayed and our anchor holds,
We’re caught up in wonder
As it unfolds. (Heb. 6:19).

It isn’t a phantom or merely a dream,
A myth, an illusion
That’s never seen.
It’s alive and vibrant — as real as the breeze,
The rain that falls
Or the air we breathe. (fer. 17:7,8).

So don’t give up — keep hoping, my friend,
For hope builds faith,
Fulfilled in the end.
And it’s only a prayer and a praise away
That hope brings joy
And strength for the day. (Neh. 8:10).

— Awviva Wheistone

Life in Israel
(cont. from page 9)

When I was a young girl at home in Oregan, Mrs.
Priscilla Wiltsy taught us music. She is a very dear and
old-time friend and still remains a part of my life until
today. I was glad that she was able to be at the wedding. I
might share now another thought from memories of past
days when Priscilla was a little girl — memories that live
in a mother’s heart. She was verily old enough to hold a
pencil and draw a little. From that time and for years
after, she spent much of her time drawing princesses and
brides. It was the dresses she liked so much. She was
interested in, and in love with, the brides’ wedding
garments.

So should all of us, spiritually, be so concerned,
especially in these tremendous days. We are also talking
about royalty and the bride of a king. The Bride without
spot or wrinkle hath made herself ready. (Eph. 5: 27 and
Rev. 19: 7).

The celebrating on Mt. Zion is quiet now. There is a
soft breeze in the trees by the window. It seems I am
almost through with the many things this day has asked
of me. Please pray for Jerusalem and for the work we feel
called to do. May He continue to bless and keep you.

Your sister,
Naomi Fauth.
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» PLO Really Changed?

by Jean Dill, Julia Rawson, Dianna Hassler
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T'o negotiate with them is fruitless. What are you going to
talk to them about? The only thing you can talk to them
about is giving them some of our territory. The only thing
that interests them is going back to the boundaries of 1967, to
control East Jerusalem, to control Judea, Samaria and
Gazay, after that, they will have all kinds of other demands.
Bur thisis the first stage, and this they want. We cannot talk
to them abour it. We cannot talk 1o anybody about it.”’

It is indeed true that up until lately the PLO made no
bones about its desire to destroy Israel. At a conference
in Venuzuela, in 1980, Yasser Arafat described the
PLO’s aims as follows:

“Peace for us means the destruction of Israel. We are
preparing for an all-out war which will last for generati-
ons . . . Weshall not rest until the day when we return to
our home, and until we destroy Israel . . . The destruc-
tion of Israel is the goal of our struggle, and the guidelines of
that struggle have remained firm since the establishment of
Fatah in 1965:

1. Revolutionary violence is the only means for the
liberation of the land of our fathers.

2. The goal of that violence is the destruction of Zionism
in all its political, economic and military forms and its
expulsion from Palestine.

3. Our revolutionary activity must remain independent of
any party or state control.

4. This action will be one of long duration. We know that
the intention of some of the Arab leaders is to solve the
conflict by peaceful means. W hen this occurs we shall oppose
w.”

The Palestinian National Covenant, which serves as
the Charter of the PLO, says essentially the same things.
We are listing some of the articles from this document.
Remember, as you read the following, thatin 1967, when
Israel occupied the West Bank and Gaza Strip, there was
no sovereign Palestinian state or government there. The
West Bank was a matter of dispute. Jordan had occupied
this territory in 1948, and in 1950 had annexed it. Since it
possessed no legal title to the territory, only Pakistan and
Britain gave recognition to this illegal annexation.

Some Articles of the Palestinian
National Covenant

Article 1: Palestine is the homeland of the Palestinian Arab
people and an integral part of the grear Arab homeland, and
the people of Palestine is a part of the Arab nation.

Article 2: Palestine with its boundaries that existed at the
time of the British Mandate is an integral regional unit.

Article 3: The Palestinian Arab people possesses the legal
right to its homeland, and when the liberation of its
homeland is completed it will exercise self-determination
solely according to its own will and choice.







































