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THE PASSOVER AND LORD’S SUPPER

By ELDER A.F. DUGGER Sr. (Deceased)
From an Advocate of May 23, 1882

+ S R S ) e j s f
rotlier Dugyer, permit me to ask you & ques-  to othex"s. However, if anydne can show a “éor‘e
tior; which you will please answer through the excellent way,,’” | stand ready to accept it.
Advocate. In Luke 22: 7, 8, we learn that the = The word "Passover” is used to represent (1)
disciples prepared the passover. In the 15th v. the passing over of the destroying angel. (2)
we learn that Christ ate the passover. From The paschal lamb. (3) The meal at which it was

 yéading the same chapter we learn that it must etate'r;. (4) The festival instituted in memory of
Lave been at least the ninth hour of the day the coming out of Egypt and the passage of the
when He died. From John 19: 31 we learn that destroying angel. (5) For all the victims of-

He was crucified on the preparation day. Was fered during the paschal solemnity. (6) The un--
"the proper time for the Passover before His cru- leavened bread eafen during the eight days of

cifixion or after?” — J. B. Denham. lh&i?ﬁﬁ?ygﬁ: (7) For all the ceremonies of
The subject of the Passover seems to be eli- this solemmty- ‘ ’
citing the attention of our brethren generally. These various meanings occur in the usage
Several well written editorials and articles have of the word as feund in the writings of Moses,
“? yecently appeared in the columns of the “Advo- ]osephus, i_ind other Jewish writers. Some, over-
“cate”’. Brother W. O. Munroe's article, which l?ﬂlqng this fact, have denied that our Savior,
appeared in “Advocate”, Vol. 16, No. 51, is the last year of His life, ate the legal paschal
timely, and deserves a special reading by all meal, Vj/'hlle skeptics allege tbat John not only
thinking Christians. The subject is important, contradicts the other evangelists, but also him-

and therefore is entitled to 2 portion of our time ,Sei% ) M N
and attention. It is by some, thought to be quite ! atthew, . ark., and Luke, positively assert
complicated in its nature. Yet | think if we that our Savior did eat the paschal supper with

oive it the sober thought, serious reflection, and His disciples just before His Crucifixion Mat-
X 2 3 i

candid investigation, that its worthiness de- ;%‘{V testiiles tbat Chnst_ said to His disciples:

mands, it will appear otherwise. : yhtlme 1s E"thhand;d!' W_inl kf{ep the Passover at
The question propounded by Brother Depham - %}_‘g 2%‘:}“\’6;1‘3%!?;5;6;322) es’ (Matt: 26: 18).

is simply a request for more light touching R N T ‘“”d o

oractical theme, and a desire to have it written ,‘evzﬂ'ﬂnséiﬁio-aq}g r.?f,i..s..;t-‘ CY‘,’% ..,__t,_b,,,,_,,Eb,f;m_,t_y_-fg_l,ysz;

out and published in the “Advocate” for future \al\l/,éi% ;t_hiey did eat (the pa}%-c‘ﬁi,mﬁ,al) He said:

reference and for examination at his leisure § enly | say unto you, that one of you shall

gbetray Me"¥Mark says: “They made ready the

hours. I most cheefully comply with the request, B Passover. And in the evening He (Christ) &0~

ity



#

Luke adds: “And when the hour was come
ilc (Christ) sat down, and the twelve apostles
with Him. And He (Christ) said unto them:
‘With desire | have desired to eat this Passover
with_you before I suffer’.” — Luke 22: 14, 15.

These testimonies are decisive in their charac-
ter, and positively establish the affirmation to be
a fact that Christ_did_observe the legal and Jew-
ish Passover just before His crucifixion. John
says: ‘Now before the feast of the Passcver,
when Jesus knew that His hour had come that
He should depart out of this world unto the
Father, having loved His own which were in
the world, He loved them unto the end”.—John
13: 1.

From this verse, and a few others which we
will examine, some infer that Jesus did not
partake the Nmeal, while scoffers assert
that john boldly contradicts the other New Tes-
tament writers. The fact is, John has reference.
not to the Passover supper, but to the Passover
feast of dayé‘fﬁé word Passover being used in
its fourth sense, having reference to the obser-
vance of the festival institution in memory of
the coming out of Egypt.

Again, in the 18th ch., 28th v., we have this
reading: “Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas
unto the hall of judgment; and it was early;
and they themselves went not into the judg-
ment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that
they might eat the Passover”. As Jesus is here
held in custody, and as those by whom He is
held, had not yet eaten the Pass . it is there-
fore inferred that Christ had not and did not

cat the Passover before his. death; which to say
the least, is a very rash inference in the face of

Mask,. and *

suchj positive evidencz as Matthew,
Luke furnish, that He did celebrate the paschal
meal with His disciples just prior to His death.
The fact of their not having observed it does
not militate against the fact of the Savior hav-
ing celebrated it, as He observed it in the first
and on the last hours of the 14th of Nisan.

The facts in the case are these: lst, they
divided up into different companies to eat the
Q&hal_lgrmp; 2nd, they did not all eat the Pass-
over supper in the self same hour. Let these facts
be refnembered and all will be clear, or at least
it is to my mind.

There is another text found in the writings
of Jochn, which under this head, demands a
passing notice. The text reads as follows: “The
Jews, because it was the preparation, that the
bodies should not remain upon the cross or the
Sabbath day (for that Sabbath day was an high.
day),” (hence nmklx S@e se-_
Yenth day, commenly called Saturday) besought
Pilate that their legs might be broken and that
they might be taken away”. — John 19: 31.

This is thought by the objector to show that
Christ was crucified before the paschal meal was
prepared. The preparation spoken of in this
verse, also in Matt. 27: 62, is called “the day
of the preparation”; and in John 19: 14 it is
stvled the “prevaration of the Passover”. The
word Passover being used in its 6th sense for
the feast of unleavened bread.

77

See Luke 22:1: "Now the feast of unleaven:d
bread drew nigh, which is calied the Passove

New for the facts as presented in the sacred
histories of the evangelists: lIst, at the close of
the 13th of Nisan, as the feast of unleavened
bread approached, lesus ordered that the lamb
for the Passover supper should be prepared;
Ind, His disciples, in accordence with His di-
rections, prepared the lamb and provided g
place, which, beino ready, He and His disciples,
after sunget of the 13th, which was the begin-

: r Pt — :

;1&1}1@’_!3‘@1‘/9.(@ the Passover supper, in
AR . . .

connection with wnich He instituted the commun-

nion services.

After this, sometime in the course of the night,
Ia was arrested; the next morning was brought
“efore the civil authorities, condemned, and in
the afterroon of the 14th day was crucified. and
buried in  the closine moments of (that: day,

= e B . el s =

which” was on_the v of the preparation for

of

he <M“Ll’g annual Sablath, and also
he festival. — = /-J

These facts, in connection with the various
uses of the word Passover, to my mind wholly
clears away the mist which papal Rome has’
enshrouded this subject. -

The institution of the Passover deserves a brief
notice. It was instituted as a memorial of Israel’s
coming out of Egypt. The Israelites came out
of Egypt in the month Nisan. As the Hzbrew
months answer partially to two of our months,
the end of one and the beginning of the other,
Nisan corresponds to_a part of our ‘March) and
a part of our April) Nisan was the seventh
month of the civil year, according to the Egyp-
tian's method of computation. [The Egyptians,
began ?the year a: the mounth 7ishri {Septein-
ber) which reckoning the Israelites followed.
When God brought them out of Egypt He re-
versed this order, and said unto Moses and Aa-
ron: ‘‘This month shall be unto you the begin-
ning of months. It shall be the first month of
the year unto you". — Ex. 12: 1, 2.

This language seems to be emphatic, and to
constitute the divine arrangement for the com-
mencement of the year. We see @valid reason
for beginning the year in January or September.
The month Nisan, or first month, 'begin;’qwith
the new moon nearest the vernal equinox. We
count 14 days from the new moon whether the
change is before or after the sun crosses the
equinoctial, or what is commonly called ‘“‘Cross-
ing the line”; and this count brings us to the
time of celebrating the (;;s_c/};’al;\mea], which
was on the 14th ofvtheujsme 10th
day the lamb was separated from the flock, v. 3;
on the 14th day of the same month it was slain
in the evening, v. 6, or as given in the mar-
gin, “between the twns evening”; that is, be-
tween 3 o’clock in the afternoon and 6 in the
evening.

, In Matt. 27: 46 we read: “About the ninth
hour Jesus cried with a loud voice: ‘Myv God.
my God, why has thou forsaken me’? After the
lapse of some time He cried again, v. 50, anc
gives up the ghost. The 9th hour correspond:
with our 3 o'clock in the afternoon. As the
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