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Ascent to Mount Zion

by Jennie Goldman

“They that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, which
cannot be removed, bur abideth for ever,”” (Psalm 125).

glance at the map of Jerusalem confirms

that Mount Zion has indeed survived to
our day. And with it, the symbolism of its
biblical name, which inspires an ongoing spirit-
ual quest atop this rocky hill. Green-black
cypresses frame a dozen or so stone-built
shrines and seminaries, Christian and Jewish. It
seems barely relevant that the precise location of
Mount Zion has, in fact, “migrated” more than
once during Jerusalem’s history. The first
biblical mention of the Mount refers to the twin
hill east of today’s Mount Zion. Later, it was the
name given to the mount where the Temple
stood. The Mount Zion that Jesus knew was
elsewhere again, on the ridge which today finds
itself at the south-western corner of the Old
City, its southern tip protruding beyond the city
wall. It is this tip, an area of about five acres,
which we now call Mount Zion. Steep-sided
and timeless, it has become the reimbodiment of
its biblical namesake.

From the cobbled lane which follows the crest of
the Mount, a flight of stairs ascends to the Upper
Room, or Cenacle. This vaulted chamber, built in

Stone steps from the first and second century B.C. which
ascend up Mount Zion from the Pool of Siloam in The
Kidron Valley. It is believed that Christ travelled these steps
on his way down to the Garden of Gethsemane on the night
before the crucifixion.
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David’s Tomb, hallowed by Jews for almost two millenea. It
actually occupies the lower story of the ancient building
housing the Traditional “‘Upper Room’.

Crusader times, marks the traditional location of
Jesus’ Last Supper. The site had earlier been
enshrined within the huge Byzantine basilica of
Hagia Sion, “‘Mother of Churches.”’

Today the vanished basilica has an eminent successor.
A few yards from the Cenacle stands the Benedictines’
Dormition Abbey, its belltower and black, conical roof
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Sign near David’s Tomb on Mount Zion warns visitors not to
desecrate the sanctity of the site.
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giving Mount Zion its well-known skyline. In recent
months, the Abbey’s interior has become familiar to
Jerusalem’s music-lovers as the setting for an ongoing
series of organ recitals.

Set into the slope next to the Abbey is its Theological
Faculty, where German-speaking students from Europe
follow a one-year programme leading to a diploma in
theology. They form part of a highly variegated student
population on Mount Zion. At the nearby Institute of
Holy Land Studies, American post-graduates are
exploring the history, geography and sociology of the
Middle East, and the Jewish underpinnings of the New
Testament. Their neighbours at the Greek Orthodox
seminary follow the curriculum of a typical Greek high
school, with a special emphasis on prayer and religious
instruction. A little higher up the slope, Jewish students
are poring over pages of Bible and Talmud at the
Diaspora Yeshiva.

The focal point of Jewish pilgrimage to Mount Zion is
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a long, dimly-lit chamber next to the veshiva, where a
cenotaph is draped in embroidered cloth and crowned
with silver-encased Torah scrolls. Whether this in fact
marks the authentic site of King David’s tomb remains in
question, but a dramatic archaeological find indicates
that this spot has been hallowed by Jews for almost 2,000
years: the remains of what is probably one of the first
synagogues established in the land after the destruction
of the Temple in 70 CE, have been discovered about one
metre below today’s floor surface, beneath Byzantine
and Crusader structures.

A more recent chapter of Jewish history is recorded in
the small Museum of the Holocaust, where marble
plaques bear the names of the vanished communities of
European Jewry.

The mingling of past and present on the Mount
engenders a particular sense of continuity. One striking
illustration is to be found at the new Armenian Church of
St. Sarkis, where centuries-old tombstones have been
salvaged from the adjacent Armenian cemetery and set
into the outside walls of the steadily rising church.

When you leave Mount Zion, you can either pass
through Zion Gate into the Old City, or take the curving
road paved in 1964 for the visit of Pope Paul VI.
Recently, however, an alternative route surfaced from
the past. This is the rediscovery stairway from the Ist or
2nd century BCE, which runs down the eastern slope of
the Mount from the present-day Church of St. Peter-in-
Gallicantu to the Pool of Siloam. Its stone steps are
believed to be those trodden by Jesus when he went
down to the Garden of Gethsemane after the Last
Supper; their reappearance has taken almost two
millennia.

Mount Zion yields its secrets slowly. a

The Upper Room — traditional location of the ‘‘Las
Supper”’; where the Holy Spirit came down at Penticost.

Replicas of Nazi extermination ovens, at the Museum of the
Holocaust, on Mount Zion.

i - 3 &
Tiled lane leading to the Upper Room and the nearby
Dormition Abbey.
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Afraid?

Afraid...of... What??

Art Whetstone

Both the Prophets Zephaniah and Micah
foretold of a time when Israel would be gathered
back into the land and “‘. .. none shall make them
afraid.”’ 1 have always pictured this in my mind
as the time when wars would be forgotten and
the evils that cause men to oppress and harm one
another would all have been done away with.
However, in nearly two years of living in
Jerusalem and travelling through Israel, I am
seeing actions that I can only explain by point-
ing to these prophetic words.

It is a common sight to see a mother pushing a
baby carriage out into the traffic as if it were a
Sherman Tank. We see pedestrians of all ages
jay-walking across busy streets as if they were in
their own back yards. A large group of young
people, headed for summer camp, take up an entire
roadway. I have to almost jostle them with my car, in
order to get through. I go with my son into many
homes and apartment buildings on his appliance
repair calls, and we literally bump into children of
all ages in dark hallways, staircases, and alleyways
around the buildings. One would think it approp-
riate for them to be just a little bit afraid of these big
strangers in dark passageways. Sometimes they are
even a little curious, but afraid? Never!

A young soldier-friend explained to us how they teach
them to drive in the army here in Israel. They teach them
what the vehicle is made to do, and how to get the most
out of it on curves, hills, and even rough mountain sides.
They teach them how to manipulate the vehicle under
the worst possible conditions and get from point A to
point B as quickly as possible. Small wonder then that so
many drivers in town are zipping in and out of tight
places that make normal civilians catch their breath in
terror. When asked if he shouldn’t be a little cautious
with his driving, our friend expressed this attitude: ““/
know exactly what I’m doing, my reactions are fast, and I
won’t have an accident; I don’t even need insurance!”’
Hopefully this is an extreme, and not an average driver’s
way of reasoning. But the driving habits I see on a daily
basis lead me to believe it is shared by far too many of the
drivers on the road.

Even when a terrorist bomb has gone off in town or
after a big shoot-out, people are not afraid to get involyed
helping the wounded or even fighting back at the
attackers. Most of all, they are not afraid to walk the
streets again the minute it is all over.

I understand that a certain amount of inflated ego was
common in Israel after the 1967 war. But any superhu-
man feelings were badly injured by the difficult 1973 war

and further damaged by the fruitlessly prolonged Leba-
nese conflict.

It might be said that a lack of basic courtesy accounts
for all these attitudes and actions, plus explain the
pushiness in lines at the bank and getting on the bus.
True, we don’t see much Western-style courtesy on the
road and in waiting lines. But what happens in the
Western cities when someone is in real trouble? People
hide their faces and duck away to keep from ‘‘gerring
involved’’. Here, when there is a real need, people will
get involved, as though it were a member of their own
family in trouble.

I see one other important factor as fundamental to
Israeli attitudes. After centuries of second-class citizen-
ship, or worse, in many countries of the world, the Jewish
people are now a free, proud people in their own
sovereign state. Even this just partly explains why so
many drivers act like they own the street and why
pedestrians don’t move out of the way of traffic until
absolutely necessary!

They are not being obnoxious or even discourteous, as
might be the conclusion of a Western observer. But just
like the Prophets said, they are simply not afraid.
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Soldier in training.

One Moment In Time

he Israel Defence Forces recruiting station
in Jerusalem is located in an Orthodox
neighbourhood. The building is indistinguish-
able from the quarter’s other rough-stone, four-
storey residences except for a small sign — IDF
Recruiting Station — and the blue-and-white
flag in the courtyard.
About 100 girls gather around on this unseason-
ably warm winter morning. Almost every girl is

accompanied by her mother, father or both. Some
(continued on page 13)
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Paul, Apollos
or
Christ?

by A.N. Dugger, founder of The Mt. Zion Reporter

¢ ‘F or while one saith I am of Paul, and

another, I am of Apollos, are ye not

carnal . . . I have planted and Apollos watered, but
God gives the increase,”” (1 Cor. 3:4-6).

We find from the above that the Church of God in
the year of 59 A.D. was divided and many were
following the ways of the flesh, which Paul called
carnality, instead of being led of the Spirit in love for
one another. He rebuked them for following after
men, and for magnifying their differences, which he
speaks of as contentions in 1 Cor. 1:11-13.

It is very much the same way today; while some say, “‘/
am of this group,’ and another, ‘I am of that group,”’ and
““I am of some other group,’’ it is very common also today
to hear people call congregations by the names of those
who are leaders of different groups, just as it was in Paul’s
day. If Paul were here now, he would call them carnal,
just as he did then, but still he would esteem all of the
groups ‘“The Church of God,”’ just as he did then. When
people qualify according to Rev. 12:17 and 14:12, and
emphasize the “Testimonies of Fesus,”’ as well as the
Commandments of God, they are of the “Family of
God.”’

By strictly following the Testimony (The New Testa-
ment), they are known by the family-name by which the
one family in both heaven and earth are known (Ephe-
sians 3:14,15; Rev. 14:1). The unity of this body, as well
as the name of the family, was the great burden of the
prayer of our Saviour as He approached Calvary (John
17). Here He prays that the family, the household of
faith, will hold to the name of the Father of the family,
and that they will be “one”. He repeats both of these
conditions a number of times in the prayer. Shall we not,
dear reader, do our best that this prayer shall be
answered? It is the enemy of souls that does not want it
so. Those who truly love the Master will cooperate to
bring unity to pass.

The Bridegroom Coming For The Bride

During the long period after the church fled to the
wilderness (Rev. 12:6,14), they were separated in many
different localities, with thousands of miles between and
no means of communication. Different leaders, led of the
Holy Spirit, fed them and nourished them. Yet these
leaders, besides holding to the ‘‘Commandments of God
and the Testimony of the Saviour,’” held to different views
on minor points. Still, they constituted the Church of

é;,rr;:";
Y,
A

God in the Wilderness, just as the Scriptures tell us.
There is an abundance of history relative to these leaders,
and the belief of these scattered persecuted people, who
emphasized the Power of God through His Holy Spirit.
On many minor points they held to different views. This,
however, did not cause them to manifest anything but
love, because they believed they were one, and the people
of God.

The Bridegroom is coming. His bride is making
herself ready, ‘‘and it was granted unto her, that she should
be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white, for the fine linen is
the righteousness of the saints,”” (Rev. 19:7,8).

We are told in these scriptures,‘‘Let us be glad and give
honor to Him (the Bridegroom), for the marriage of the
Lamb (Fesus — Hebrew Yeshua) has come and His wife has
made herself ready.’’ So, dear brothers and sisters, let us
rejoice together, and best of all give honor to Him. Let us
endeavor to see that His prayer is answered and let us,
“‘bhe one as He and the Father are one,’’ (John
17:12,21,22,26). Instead of lifting up barriers and walls
of partition, let us speak good of one another and
fellowship together, without a motive of stealing sheep or
transferring them from one pasture to another. Let us
have liberty to teach the truth in love, seasoned with the
presence of the Holy Spirit.

With the Holy Spirit, strife and division will not arise.
But without the presence of the Holy Spirit to soften our
speech, and tune it with kindness, it is best to remain in
our own camp to avoid strife and contention, while we
pray for one another.

Half Were Wise And Half Were Foolish

There were ten wise and ten foolish virgins; and
remember, they were virgins. They all had the original
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maiden name for the church. The Father said of her, ““I
am jealous over you with a Godly jealousy, for I have
espoused you unto one husband, that I may present you a
chaste virgin to Christ,”” (2 Cor. 11:2).

They were virgins, all having the name divinely given
for the Bride of the Saviour, which name has been
retained down through the long period of this disperse-
ment and throughout her wilderness experience. Now in
her broken fragments she still holds to the name, but half
of this virgin class enter into the marriage, and half are
shut out (Mat. 25:12). The wise paid special interest in
possessing an abundance of oil. They had oil in their
lamps and extra oil in their vessels. Oil represents the
Holy Spirit, which gives people the light of the Word,
with boldness, power and wisdom to give it to others.

The Saviour said, ‘‘Blessed are they that do hunger and
thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled,”’ (Mat,
5.6). The trouble is that many of the virgin class are
hungering and thirsting after money, after worldly
possessions, after the very best and the most up-to-date
(worldly standards) of everything, void of a holy purpose
in possession for the Glory of God in sending out the
light. Such are of the foolish virgin class. The wise are

.
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those, “Hungering and Thirsting,”’ craving and desiring
righteousness above everything else, seeking for the
Power of the Spirit and the joy of service, in this
approaching midnight hour. We have the precious
promise that the Father is more willing to give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask Him, than the earthly father is
willing to give bread to his hungry children (Luke
11:11-13). Therefore, those who do not possess an
abundance of this free gift, this divine power, are of the
foolish class, who spent their time and thoughts coveting
the mighty dollar to give them that deceptive joy of
possession so prevalent today.

There are many, however, of the wise virgins, filled
and led by the Holy Spirit, who are successful in
business; led of the Lord and blessed, so that they may in
this way be a blessing to the workers out in the fields of
labor, preaching the gospel of salvation. In this way they
are nobly serving the Master to the very capacity to
which the Father has called them, and many stars will be
in their crowns on redemption morning.

The possessors of oil in their lamps, with an extra
supply in their vessels to bring them safely through the
darkness and deception of the midnight hour, are,
through the Spirit, also possessors of that, ‘‘Love one for
the other,”” by which the disciples are known (John
13:35). This Bride of the Lamb, who enters into the
marriage with Him will be possessors of that love, and
the Saviour will be the one whom they will follow. They
will be His disciples; and not the.disciples of Paul,

Apollos and Cephas, or of any particular man, or of any
of those groups of men, who exclude all of the others and
separate themselves.

The true Church of God includes all of these several
groups and many more as well as hundreds of people in
different groups who are known by the Father above and
whom He will call out in due time. The Bride is making
herself ready. The wise virgins are trimming their lamps
and filling their vessels with oil. They are hungering and
thirsting for righteousness, and are being clothed with
those spotless linen garments of white. They await with
joy the good news of His coming, and will be represented
at the place where He comes, which is Jerusalem (Zech.
14:1-4). Their eyes will be upon their Saviour and Him
only. They will be His disciples — which is what His
followers are called over one hundred times in the New
Testament — and not the disciples of any man or group
of men.

The true ‘Church of God,”’ ‘‘The Remnant, * the
“‘Byide Class,’’ includes all of these several groups, justas
it did in the wilderness. And now, in this preparation
time, the wise virgins from among all of them are
trimming their lamps. They are hungering and thirsting
for righteousness above everything else in this world,
and, with love one for the other, they seek for a refilling of
the Spirit; to be clothed with the beautiful garments of
white. They will not have a worldly spot upon them.
That virgin class will be represented at Jerusalem. Itis

here where He is to descend from heaven with all the
A Holy Angels to be King of Kings (Rev. 11:15).

I wish to especially express my heartfelt thanks and
appreciation to all our beloved readers who are sharing
their tithes and offerings for the work here in the Holy
Land from where the closing message is going out to all
the world. You will be bountifully blessed and your heart
will continue to rejoice to see fruit from your labors thus
expended here through this part of your life placed upon
the altar in sacrifice and service. o

Then saith He unto His disciples,
the harvest truly is plenteous,
but the labourers are few; pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that
He will send forth labourers into His
harvest. (Matt. 9:37, 38).
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Questions and Answers

Jews praying at the “Wailing Wall”™ or “Western Wall™
wall is over 2,000 years old and is believed to be the remains of the wall which enclosed the courtyard
of the Second Temple, destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D.

QUESTION —

We have been praying for the peace of Jerusalem and
the ministry in Israel, but in order to be good spiritual
warriors it is important for us to get some intelligence on
what the local body there needs, and what the enemy is
doing, so that we can effectively address these needs in
prayer and pull down Satan’s strongholds. So, as you are
entrenched on the front lines, could you please fill us in?

ANSWER —

We are happy to answer this question as we sincerely
agree that for spiritual warfare to be most effective, one
must focus on specific areas. So here is an up-to-date
“intelligence dispatch” outlining the areas most in need of
prayer:

PRAY FOR THE SALVATION OF ISRAEL

A burden that is on many a believer’s heart in this land
(Jew and non-Jew alike) is for an effective indigenous
congregation to come forth. So pray that God will raise up
more spirit-filled Israeli leaders to shepherd congregations
and to express the faith of the God of Israel and the

focal point for Jewish prayers in Jerusalem:. This

Messiah of Israel according to the culture of the Israeli
people.

YOUR PRAYERS CAN COMBAT VIOLENCE AND
TERROR

There has recently been an increase in violence and
terrorism in Israel. Many Israelis have been murdered in
stabbings and shootings. There have also been many bomb
attempts — some of which succeeded. These incidents
fuel racism, which has been lifting its ugly head in Israel
on both sides, resulting in tragic violence between Jews
and Arabs. [srael’s present economic recession, which has
brought difficulties to many, also seems ta have streng-
thened the hand of extremists among both the Arabs and
Jews.

In addition to these internal menaces to the security of
the State of Israel, is the looming Syrian threat, made all
the more serious by the very real danger of direct Soviet
involvement (read Ezekiel 38 and 39) as per their mutual
defense treaty. Soviet-backed Syria has never given up its
dream of destroying Israel and has been building up its
armed forces at quite an alarming rate. The recent
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escalation of tension between Syria and Israel shows once
again how near the next Middle East war could be.

Please pray that the Almighty will continue to bless
and protect Israel; and pray that there will also be peace
within the land, and that racism and terrorism (two of
Satan’s most effective weapons here) will be replaced by
tolerance and harmony.

PRAY FOR THE LOCAL BODY

The local body needs your prayers in the wake of
renewed persecution. Right now the spiritual warfare in
Israel is reaching a new intensity. One principle tool of the
enemy is the anti-missionary movement. These groups
spring from a radical, extremist faction of ultra-orthodox
Jewish elements and are not supported by the majority of
the Israeli people, but their attacks against the body here
are many and varied. Please pray that God will sow
confusion among their ranks, that their criminal activities
will be exposed and punished by the authorities, and,
most importantly, that the spiritual principalities and
powers behind them will be bound and rendered
powerless by the authority of our Messiah.

There was one particular attack on this ministry that
we believe came from anti-missionary elements, and your
prayers concerning it would be most appreciated. A clever
forgery has been perpetrated against us (you may have
heard about it already). This forged letter had on it our
letterhead and the forged signature of our editor, Gordon
Fauth, which were cut out from a stolen letter and
photocopied. It contained some clever lies and, among
other things, claimed that we had “erred”, that God had
shown us that it was wrong to share the Gospel with the
Jewish people, and that we were discontinuing the
ministry. This letter was sent to various friends and
supporters, and, as you can imagine, it caused some
confusion. Please pray that those responsible will be
exposed and that the Heavenly Father will alleviate any
harm caused by this attack.

PRAY THAT THE JERUSALEM WORK WILL BE
BLESSED

Please pray that the Heavenly Father will guide and
direct our labors, and that the Jerusalem ministry will be
blessed abundantly and will be used to bring many more
precious souls to righteousness. The hunger, worldwide, is
great, and truly the time left to work in is short. Our
greatest needs at present are for increased finances with
which to carry on and expand the ministry, and for
qualified people to help in the ministry. God is “not
willing that any should perish” and we have been given
many wonderful opportunities to follow our Savior’s
command to “Feed My Sheep!”

PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE OF WAR-TORN
LEBANON

Please remember to pray for our brethren in Lebanon
and for that troubled war-torn country in general. There
are many new and dangerous turns of events there which
are very disturbing. Lybian, Syrian and Iranian-backed
terror groups have been added to the already scizophrenic

factions in Lebanon, constituting a threat to the Lebanese
people as well as to Israel. Please pray for the peace and
salvation of this war-wearied nation.

PRAY FOR THE JEWS OF RUSSIA

The USSR has increased its discrimination against
Christians and Jews, and is permitting very few Jews the
right to emigrate to Israel. For the two and a half million
Jews living in Russia, it is a felony to even teach Hebrew or
to worship the God of Israel. Many Jews and Christians
are suffering in communist prisons and many have been
marivred. Please remember them and their families in
your prayers. Please pray that this modern-day Pharaoh
will let God’s people (both Jews and Christians) go.

PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM

Pray especially for the “Peace of Jerusalem” (Psalms
122:6); that the current initiative for Middle East peace
will become a reality, and that the “Good News” will be
prevalant in this entire region and throughout the world
as the Will of the Almighty is accomplished.

Help Us Get New Subscribers

The Mount Zion Reporter has gone out from Jerusalem
for over 30 years now. Thousands of lives have been
touched and changed as a direct result; and the power of
the Holy Spirit through the written word has given birth
to hundreds of churches around the world. The Reporter
and its message are important and effective. We believe
that it should reach many more with the Good News of
Salvation. The Lord has been blessing the Jerusalem
ministry — of which The Mount Zion Reporter is an
important part — and always trusting in His leading and
guidance. We expect the importance of the magazine to
grow greatly in the time ahead.

However, we have a problem.

At the present time, our costs are very high. Paper,
postage and printing expenses make it difficult to print
The Reporter and come out ahead financially. The main
reason for this is that many of our subscribers are in very
poor countries and cannot afford to pay. In fact, most
copies of The Reporter are sent out free. Ironically, it is
our outstanding success in the poorer nations of the
world that has caused the problem. We do not want to
curtail our efforts in these areas, as they are where the
need is the greatest and the opportunies the most
worthwhile. However, we do need to do something to
increase the proportion of paid subscribers and alleviate
the burden.

It is a problem, but it does have a simple solution —
more paid subscribers.

So, we are reaching out to you and are asking you to
reach out to others. Tell your friends, relatives and fellow
church members about The Mount Zion Reporter and
urge them to subscribe today.

Every new subscription helps and in this way you can
help the Jerusalem ministry to grow!

Say nor ye, there are yet four months, and then
cometh harvest? Behold, I say unto you, lift up your
eyes, and look on the fields, for they are white already
te harvest. John 4:35.
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Romance
IS T here A
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t is one of the biggest lies of the 20th Century.

It has been propagated through movies,
books, music; through practically every media
there is. It has become accepted as fact by
countless millions, and it has brought them
untold disappointment and misery!
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What Is It?

It is the lie that romance is love. It is the lie that
draws no distinction between attraction, sexual
desire, infatuation, and real love. It is the lie that
fails to distinguish between real love and illicit lust!

The media has so clouded our concepts that we talk of
“love at first sight,” “falling in love,” being “in love,”
and “making love” — all in the same breath. We do not
differentiate one love from another in our language; and
most people, especially young people, do not differen-
tiate one love from another in their relationships. They
have been brainwashed by the movie industry and
popular songs and novels, which have created an image
of fairy-tale romances and happy-ever-afiering — all in
the name of love. Love has become a virtual God! But
which love? Nobody seems to know!

And The Results?

Millions of young couples “fall in love” and marry
without ever knowing what real love is, without ever
having seen a real life example of the kind of marriage
they are sure they are going to have. And when they
discover that they do not have the Hollywood illusion of
eternal romantic bliss, they are crushed with bitter
disappointment. Frequently they divorce; sometimes
they manage to negotiate an uneasy truce for the sake of
the kids; and once in a while, they stumble onto the real
thing and discover what love and marriage are all about.

And Love

Difference?

by Richard A. Wiedenheft

So much misery, disappointment, and bitterness could
be avoided if young people were taught the difference
between attraction, romance, and real love.

What Is Attraction?

God put within each of us a basic attraction for people
of the opposite sex in general and for certain individuals
in particular. That natural pull, linked to sexual desire, is
usually based on appearance — at least in the beginning;
we are attracted to someone we consider beautiful,
handsome, appealing, or shapely. But we can also be
captivated by an individual’s personality, deeply
impressed by his dedication, or drawn to his air of
confidence or sense of humor. We can be attracted to the
role a person plays (he is the star football player or an
imposing officer of the law, she is a cheerleader or soloist
in the choir).

Often, what starts out as physical attraction, grows as
we learn more about the person; but it can work the
opposite way. When a beautiful woman opens her mouth
and spues forth vile curses, she can suddenly become
unattractive; a dashing officer of the law may seem very
undesirable after he spends an entire evening bragging
about his hot rods. That is just how superficial attraction
can be!

Attraction is quite natural, it is normal, it is not wrong,
per se, but it does have its limitations; here are some of
them:

1) Attraction is not love. “Love at first sight” is really
attraction at first sight.

2) It does not automatically cease after marriage.
Other personalities, physical appearances, physiques,
characteristics, and roles can still be quite appealing.

3) Auraction by itself is not sin, neither is being
attractive yourself; it is a gift of God.

4) Attraction can lead to sin — in just one thought.
Jesus said, “‘But I say unto you, T hat whosoever looketh on
a woman to lust after her, he hath committed adultery with
her already in his heart,”’ (Matthew 5:28). He did not
condemn looking, or noticing, or appreciating the God-
given attributes of another person. But He did condemn
lust.

Attraction is a very natural phenomenon and it can
very easily lead to romance.

What Is Romance?

Another word for romance is infatuation. It involves
giving in to attraction and becoming enamored with
another person. What begins as attraction for a uniform
or for a beautiful face can grow as the person and
personality are revealed.

Romance can be a very beautiful and wonderful
experience — provided the two people involved are: (1)
Mature enough to keep their feelings and emotions (their
romance) in proper perspective, and (2) Are single and
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