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Jerusalem — The Chosen City of God (7171)

“For the Lord hath chosen Zion: He hath desired it for His
habitation’’ (Psalms 132:13). ““The Lord of hosts shall reign in
Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem’’ (Isaiah 24:23). ““They shall call
Jerusalem the throne of the Lord>’ (Feremiah 3:17). “‘But I have
chosen Jerusalem, that My Name might be there’’ (2 Chron. 6:6).
““The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice from
Jerusalem® (Foel 3:16).
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A View from Jerusalem}

Another busy month has passed here in the Holy Land and, as usual, there is much :

to report on.

I am first of all thankful to report that we are all well and that the work of the
Heavenly Father is continuing on in a good way. We are thankful, especially, for His
protecting hand over us in these turbulent days of the end. )

The weather here in Jerusalem has been very pleasant this summer. Some days it
gets a little hot, but there’s usually a nice cooling breeze to go along with the

sunshine.

The 39th anniversary of Independence Day passed with much rejoicing in the
streets of Israel. Next year Israel will be 40 years old, and there are many who believe

this date will have important prophetical significance — especially in relation to the return of the Messiah. Of course,
“no one knows the day nor the hour,” but if we commune daily with the Heavenly Father and remain in His will, I am
sure we will be ready and waiting when the Messiah does come. And that is the important thing.

Another significant event was the 20th anniversary of Jerusalem. You can read about this occasion and of the other
recent holidays in “Holy Days and Holidays™ on the next page.

Things have been brewing on the Temple Mount again, but there have been no really serious developments. Yesterday,
six members of the Knesset (parliament) visited the area (accompanied by 800 police and border police to prevent Arab
riots) to check out claims that the Moslems were building another mosque there, in the area of Solomon’s Stables.

According to some members of Knesset the charge was untrue or, at the most, highly exagerated, and the Moslem
guardians were merely carrying out routine renovations. Other members disagreed, saying that their tour revealed that
the Moslems were indeed turning Solomon’s Stables into a mosque, and a very large one at that — one able to
accommodate thousands of people! One MK said, ““As a Jew, [ am forbidden to go up quietly and pray on the Temple
Mount. But Moslems are permitted to take areas that were not mosques, and now build another mosque larger than

Al-Aksa.”

The Jewish/Moslem contention over the Temple area is far from resolved, that much is sure. There has been a general
worsening in Jewish/Arab relations on the West Bank of late also. A Jewish child on a West Bank settlement was
kidnapped and murdered. And then, just days ago, Jewish extremists went on a rampage in a Palestinian refugee camp
near Bethlehem. Of course, these acts of violence and lawlessness are decried by the majority on both sides, and,
wherever possible, the perpetrators are brought to justice. Things are building up all over the world for the final climax.
It is especially important now to watch developments in Jerusalem, as the last showdown approaches, and the coming of
the Messiah draws near. Only with the Messiah will peace come to Jerusalem and to the world.

May we ever look forward to the glorious day of His returning!

— Gordon M. Fauth, Editor
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Religious Jews boiling cookware and tableware to make it kosher for the Passover holiday.

Holy Days and Holidays

Jean Dill, Julia Rawson, Dianna Hassler.

Shalom again from Israel!

Israel is a unique country with Jews, Christians and
Moslems all practising their own religions — often side
by side. With so many religions practised here in
Jerusalem, hardly a week passes without the marking of a
special occasion.

The past couple of months there have been a number
of very significant Holy Days which we have felt very
priviledged to take part in. Firstly, there was the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ; parallel to this was the
Jewish Passover. The Moslem’s holy month of ‘Rama-
dan’ was celebrated by the Islamic community; then
there was the Jewish Memorial Day; Independance Day;
Lag Ba’Omer; Jerusalem Day; and Pentecost
(‘Shavuot’).

Lord’s Supper

Just before the eve of Passover, Naomi Fauth arranged
to have the Lord’s Supper service in the place called the
Upper Room. We were told this was the first time the
room was opened for services at night. The Upper Room
is the same room where Jesus and His disciples partook
of the Last Supper (Matt. 26:17-30). This is also where
Jesus instructed the disciples to “‘zarry until they be
endued with power from on high,’” known as Pentecost
(Luke 24:49).

It was like walking through the pages of time, sitting
where the disciples once sat, while we partook of the cup

of communion. One could visualize the sandaled feet of
Jesus, standing in the midst of us saying, ‘I am with you
alway, even until the end of the world.”> How wonderful it
would have been if we could have experienced that
“‘sound from heaven as a rushing mighty wind’’> and beheld
“‘the cloven tongues like as of fire.”’

Rev. Gordon Fauth officiated on this unique and very
special night as we partook of the Lord’s Supper, read the
Word and sang hymns. We were lifted up into a special
presence with the Lord that shall long be remembered.

Resurrection services were held at different churches
throughout Jerusalem. We attended one of the services at
the Garden Tomb where Jesus was laid after the
crucifixion. Christians rejoiced remembering the voice
of the Angel saying, “‘He is not here: for He is risen, as he
said. Come see the place where the Lord lay.’’ (Matt. 28:6.)
What a joyful experience it was — celebrating our Lord’s
resurrection with Christians from the world over! What a
great and wonderful Savior we serve!

The Passover

The Jews today have combined Passover (Pesah) with
the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which begins on the 15th
day of Abib (Nisan). With the destruction of the Temple,
many of the practices and observances of the old law are
no longer adhered to. This is in keeping with the
observance of Jesus as our Passover Lamb — thereby
fulfilling the Old, as well as the New Testament






